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Regimental Matters 

Benevolence Presentation at the Royal Hospital Chelsea 

LCpl Darren George was the first British fatality of the Afghanistan conflict whilst serving the 1st 

Battalion,on Op FINGAL, his son Connor was a baby at the time.  From the generosity of  public 

donations made to the Afghan Fund, the Trustees set up the Children’s Fund for those children whose 
fathers made the ultimate sacrifice.  A lump sum was invested and allowed to grow with maturity on the 

18th birthday of the recipient.  Connor was eighteen on the 5th March 2019, the picture shows a cheque 

for £40k being presented on behalf of the Regiment by our In-Pensioners.  A smaller sum will also be 
made once finalisation of Capital Gains Tax is 

completed.

Visit – Royal Hospital Chelsea 
The Regimental Council was held at the the Royal 

Hospital Chelsea on the 3rd May 2019 where the 

Colonel of the Regiment took the opportunity to 
meet up with the Regiments In-Pensioners.  
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Left to Right – I-P Michael Riley, I-P Cyril Worrall 

Colonel of the Regiment, I-P Dougie May.
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London Gazette Extracts April 2019 

Promotions 

IRC 
• Capt T M Shea from SSC to be Capt Dec 2016

• Capt J Taylor from SSC to be Capt  Aug 2018

Retirements 
• Maj O B Ormiston retires Oct 2018   
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Diary Dates 
2019

June

2 Chapel Sunday - Warley

2 Essex Regt - Gold Beach Commemoration

6 Queens Div Gathering ITC Catterick

7 Royal Norfolk and Royal Anglian Regiment 
Association Officers Dinner Club

13 Queens Div Manning Meeting

14 Regt Rep Event Grimsthorpe Castle

25 Hindoostan Day

25 Royal Tigers Association Day

29 Armed Forces Day

July

7 Chapel Sunday - Warley

7 Regt Cricket - BSE

20 Freedom of Haverhill

21 Regt Association (Cambs) Reunion, Ely

22 Salamanca Day

27 Talavera Day

27 Talavera Day - Regt Association 
(Northants) 

27 Eagle and Garter Dinner - Colchester
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1st Battalion (The Vikings) 

Poulters 
The Worshipful Company of Poulters are affiliated to 
the Regiment and over the years have kindly 

provided generous support to the Regiment in many 
ways.  Again this year, they kindly donated Easter Eggs 

for the children of soldiers. With the majority of 1st 

Battalion deployed in Afghanistan and South Sudan 
over Easter, this year, all the Easter Eggs were given 

to the 1st Battalion. The 1st Battalion’s welfare staff 

organised a day out during the Easter Holiday, which 
included the new Mary Poppins Film. The Poulters’  

Easter Eggs were presented during this trip – and 

were hugely enjoyed by the children. The Regiment is 
very grateful for the support of the Poulters.

South Sudan 
A Platoon Sergeant from the Vikings briefs his team 
before taking part in a training exercise with the 

other Troop Contributing Countries as part of 
United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS).

Op TRENTON 
Works are well underway to upgrading the Ghanaian 
Temporary Operating Base in Leer.  The upgrade 

means that more humanitarian workers can be 

stationed there, allowing them to increase security 
and assist further in the stabilisation of the area.
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2nd Battalion (The Poachers) 

Talavera Day 

The Poachers’ celebrated Talavera Day with a week of celebrations from 13 – 17 May 19. This included 

sports, a Battalion photograph at Kourion Amphitheatre, a family’s day and beach party. Talavera Day 

commemorates and remembers the Battle of Talavera which took place 27-28 July 1809.  The 48th Foot 
now C (Northamptonshire) Company) as part of the Duke of Wellington’s Army were crucial in 

countering a French attack on the British at Medeline Hill.  As recognition of their vital role, the 48th Foot 
were the only Regiment bestowed the honour to use “Talavera” on their uniform and too this day is 

remembered by the 2nd Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment, with the wording emblazoned on the 

Colours and collar badges of our uniform. This is the last major celebration for the Poachers’ in Cyprus as 
they prepare for their return to the UK this summer. 
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3rd Battalion (The Steelbacks) 

Operational Shooting 
The Battalion Operational Shooting Competition took place on a windswept weekend at Kingsbury 
Ranges, Staffordshire. 1 (Norfolk and Suffolk) Company, 3 Royal Anglian won the Competition by a clear 

margin.

!
MAY 2019 !  5

4 Company March and Shoot, Section Match, 1 (Norfolk ands Suffolk) Company are the outright winners by a 

clear margin.
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Museum News 
We have now taken out a chunk of partition wall and 
opened up the space in the entrance area. It has a 

small counter on it as well that can be used for 

literature or disposals. This also gives more space as 
this is the area I usually do any education in.  

Preparation for the air show is where a lot of my 
time has been spent. However I’m happy to say that 

we have a little description in the programme and on 

the map, and the regiment is sending about 10 
soldiers each day for support. 

Peter Williamson and I went to a conference in 
London, it had 4 lecture halls on various topics, as well 

as museum vendors. It was interesting to meet more museum professionals, attend a couple of the talks, 

and engage with vendors we have used, or new ones that may be helpful in the future for storage and 
ideas. 

Royal Anglian Association (Cambridgeshire) 

Centenary Congratulations 
The Regiment warmly congratulates Private Earnest Walter Brett on his 100th birthday.

5827573 Private Ernest Walter Brett, late Suffolk regiment, FEPOW with 2nd Battalion The 

Cambridgeshire Regiment from 15th February 1942 until his release on 2nd September 1945. Full details 
at www.findmypast.co.uk. and his memoirs are on  https://suffolkfhs.co.uk/index.php/projects/display/101.
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16 Air Assault Brigade and Colchester 
Garrison Show
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