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Amputee Afghan Veteran

Amputee Afghanistan Veteran & Forces Guides In GB Winter Paralympics Squad

An Afghanistan Royal Anglian veteran who lost a limb to an IED at the age of 18 has become part of the

first Great Britain para-snowboarding squad to compete at a Winter Paralympics. Owen Pick has been
named in the Paralympics GB team along with two forces members who will act as guides, Brett Wild and
Jennifer Kehoe, to athletes Millie Knight and Menna Fitzpatrick. Owen, who was on his first tour with |st
Battalion, the Royal Anglian Regiment as a Private when he was seriously injured, opted to have his right
leg amputated below the knee |8 months later. But he has not looked back since. He told Forces
Network:

"If | was given a second chance would | change it [being injured]? No...To be able to live the life | live now...
It's just incredible.”

Owen knew nothing about snowboarding before he was blown up in 2010 but almost exactly eight years
on he's on the cusp of Paralympic glory.
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The sport has become a huge part of his life and with that has come a huge support network, stretching

from family and friends in Cambridge to his second home, Tignes in the French Alps.

One of his biggest supporters is coach James Sweet, who has been fine-tuning Owen's riding skills prior to
his biggest competition yet. He said:

"In the last 18 months, I've just seen huge changes. A lot of that's to do with his experience and the
training he's getting on a week-by-week basis.

"He adapts very fast.To see him pretty relaxed and riding the way he's riding [means] I'm confident he's

going to have a great shot at hopefully getting on the podium."

Forces Network first met Owen at the 2015 Inter-Services Snow Sports Championships in Meribel, where

he was racing against able-bodied military athletes.

He had just returned from the X Games, with para-snowboard having enjoyed its Paralympic debut in

Sochi the winter before.
Now, however, he is preparing to compete at the 2018 Winter Paralympics.
They get underway on 9 March in Pyeongchang, South Korea, with Owen's events on 12 and 16 March.

Having already enjoyed success at the World Championships, he will be competing in the snowboard cross
and banked slalom events.

Reproduced with permission of ‘Forces News’.
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Regimental Matters

The Regiment warmly congratulates the following

Officers and SNCOs’ on their forthcoming

promotions;

* MajW ] Meddings
* Maj M C Melia
* Maj A PT Wilde

* Maj R ] Bredin MBE

* Maj P M Birch
* Maj P N Blanchfield

* Maj A G Grinonneau

e CSgt CA Brooks
* CSgt L A Davidson
* Csgt P Green

* CSgt P M Kennedy

* CSgt E E Rawdon

Lt S J Durrant (SSC) to be Capt Oct 2017

OCdt ET Wynn (SSC) to be 2Lt Dec 2017

Capt A C Peters Jul 2017

Diary Dates

March 2018

3

31

Cambs Utd v Luton Town half time
Fundraiser

Chapel Sunday - Warley
Regt Museum Trustees Meeting -IWM
Duxford

Burial of WW|1 Bedfordshire Regt Soldier
- France

County Colonels Annual Meeting

Handover of Blenheim House

April 2018

28

Chapel Sunday - Warley

Regt Benevolence Committee Meeting
Spring Diss Dinner

Mobbs Memorial Match - Northampton
Almanza Day

Regt Band Concert - Northampton

May 2018

)

Chapel Sunday - Warley
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1st Battalion (The Vikings)

Exercise Alpine Viking 18

Over the past few weeks, over 90 Vikings have deployed to the French Alps for Ex ALPINEVIKING 18 as
part of the annual Battalion alpine Ski expedition. Adventurous training is a key aspect of life in the

Battalion allowing our soldiers to acquire new skills and experiences in a truly different setting. The men
and women of the Battalion took part in beginner and intermediate lessons as well as advanced ski touring
in perfect snow conditions.

O e e
Viking Leadership Training

22 Viking Junior NCQO's have been at The Royal Military Academy Sandhurst with A (Norfolk) Company for

a Leadership development day. It was great to meet Levison Wood and consider leadership with The Royal
Anglian Regiment instructors.
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ond Battalion (The Poachers)

Poacher Evacuation Drills

In 2006 thousands of UK nationals were evacuated
from Beirut when war broke out between Hezbollah
and Israeli forces. The Second Battalion the Royal
Anglian Regiment on Exercise Turbulent have shown
Forces News how they practise dealing with such an
evacuation. Over the course of the exercise, troops
were tested on how they deal with a whole range of
scenarios- including processing evacuees fleeing a
pretend conflict, as Lieutenant Colonel Bruce
Weston told us:

"At the reception centre, troops would receive a brief from the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, who
take the lead in this type of operation".

And it wasn’t long until the first test came - two injured men were brought to the reception centre. It
soon emerged that one didn’t have a passport and while the troops provided first aid, they also had to try
and work out who he was.The UK military faced these sort of challenges for real in 2006 during
Operation Highbrow, when Hezbollah and Israeli forces clashed in southern Lebanon. Four and a half
thousand British Nationals were eventually evacuated aboard Royal Navy warships, first to Cyprus, then

back to the UK. Since last summer the Poachers have been the UK’s Regional Standby Battalion for the
Middle East and North Africa.

Reproduced with permission from ‘Forces News’.
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3rd Battalion (The Steelbacks)

4 (Lincolnshire) Company
4 (Lincolnshire) Company hosted Melanie Onn, MP for Great Grimsby.After being invited to inspect the
parade, Ms Onn received a briefing, saw soldiers and recruits under training and was given a

demonstration of weapons and equipment. Having admitted that she had not had an evening meal, Ms Onn
was treated to a sausage and beans meal from a ration pack.

19% OF YOUR TIME
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Museum News

New Museum Curator - Melissa Kozlenko

The Regiment welcomes the new Curator of the
Regimental Museum at the IWM Duxford, Melissa
Kozlenko. Originally from Canada, Melissa did an
Honours degree in the Niagara region before moving
to the United Kingdom to pursue a career. She has
worked for the Essex Regiment Museum for many
years as well as the Soldiers of Oxfordshire Museum.
She is very passionate about Regimental history and
is excited for her new role at the Regimental

Museum.

Museum Update

This month has been a bit of a learning curve for me,
as | have just taken over the post from Joe Hill as of

the Ist February 2018.| endeavour to hit the ground

running and hopefully add to the role or at least

bring a new and different perspective.

The Recording Memories project is one that Joe had

started and | am keen to continue. It is very
important that we get the memories of any veterans
of the Regiment or antecedent regiments recorded before we lose touch with them. Any men who
served and are retired, or have seen combat and want to share your experiences please contact,
royalanglianmuseumcurator@outlook.com. Even if you think that your experiences are limited, the

Regimental Museum would love to hear from you and what you remember.

We currently have two lovely volunteers, David and Lita, who give their time up on Thursdays.They are
currently working on our map collection, and | would be keen to recruit more volunteers to work on

research, the collections database or education. If anyone is interested then please do email on the above
email address.

The museum itself will soon get a small facelift and | will be working on creating more temporary
exhibition cases with different themes. Some of these will be changed monthly while others will be
changed two or three times a year. If you haven’t been to the Regimental museum in a while then please

come and visit to see the new displays that will be installed in the next couple of months.

As far as funding is concerned, | have been working on some small grants in different areas of the museum.
| have applied for a grant with the Army Museums Ogilby Trust for the ability to have more users on our
database. I'm hoping this will help support more volunteers in the future as well as provide better access
for research and enquiries. | am also working on a grant to pay for travel to our antecedent regiments and

be better versed on our history before 1958.
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Social media has been something that | have been trying to post more regularly on. Facebook is a great
way of communicating and | have been lucky enough to receive helpful messages from people on this site
about events, offers of voluntary work and archival items for the museum.There is also work to be done
on our Museum website. | have had a conference call to sort out things that need to be done to make our
website more presentable, and that will hopefully be up and running next month with minimal amounts of
tweaking to be done after that.

This month there has also been much discussion on education. | am hoping to link in with the IWM on
more education and events that they are doing in hopes of raising the museum profile. If there are any
educational days that RHQ would like to see at the museum for new recruits or cadets please let me

know on the email above.

Lt Col Tony Powell and | have had a meeting this month about a visit to our reserve collection and an
eventual audit of all the Royal Anglian Regiment collections held in reserve so that we can better see what
we have already collected and where gaps in the collection may be.After the audit has been completed |
will be adding to a later newsletter items that we would really like to collect and am hoping that members
of the current or retired Royal Anglian Regiment would be so kind as to donate any items they do not
have a need of to the museum. Look for a future appeal for items!

The Curator,

The Regimental Museum

Job Opportunity

Security Sector

In the wake of recent security related incidents at public events there is a Government led initiative in
place to provide security at events such as large sports and music events. One of the companies involved
is Pathway Risk Management (www.pathwayrisk.com) who will have openings for SIA Accredited
individuals. Further details can be obtained via ivor.wood@Pathwayrisk.com.

Regimental Bulletins

This month RHQ has sent the Regimental family 8 Regimental bulletins, which will also be available on the
Regimental Website:

Bulletin - 13/18 - Unveiling of Headstone for CSM Albert Pearce

Bulletin - 14/18 - Death of H ] (Jack) Gingell

Bulletin - 15/18 - Regt Spring Band Concert - 28 April 2018

* Bulletin - 16/18 - Job Opportunity - Security Sector

Bulletin - 17/18 - Special Order of the Day - Sobraon Day
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e Bulletin - 18/18 - Death of Mrs Patricia Beaumont
e Bulletin - 19/18 -Veteran Search - Lt David Schwarts

* Bulletin - 20/18 - Death of Mrs Jenny Spearing

Royal British Legion Search

Patron Her Majesty The Queen The Royal British Legion
Haig House
199 Borough High Street
London SE1 1AA

T +44 20 3207 7365
E baynsley@britishlegion.org.uk
W www.britishlegion.org.uk

8" February 2018

Dear Sir,

LEGION SEARCHING FOR WW2 VETERANS FOR FREE 2018 REMEMBRANCE TOURS

I work in Remembrance Travel for The Royal British Legion and we are on a mission to find every single
surviving veteran of the Second World War, and offer them a chance to revisit the places they served
during the war. The tours are being fully funded by the Treasury from LIBOR bank fines and will enable
veterans, along with a carer and family member, to return free-of-charge to the battlefields of their youth to
pay respects to fallen comrades.

Over the past four years we’ve enabled Normandy veterans to return to the D-Day beaches on such
journeys of remembrance, and thanks to the success of this campaign we are now able to extend this
offer to all veterans of the Second World War this year.

New Normandy dates are available each year and we intend to add tours to other worldwide locations in
the future in line with demand.

These poignant tours visit battlefields, cemeteries and include group and personal acts of remembrance.
Since these tours started, The Royal British Legion has had the privilege to take hundreds of veterans
back in what has been an emotive and cathartic experience for all. In the words of one veteran: “All the
ghosts have been laid. If you get the chance to go back, you go.”

There is no database of currently living Second World War veterans - the majority are now in their 90s, so
we’re calling on your Regimental and Corps networks and associations to help us spread the word. If you
do know a veteran, please let them know about our free tours.

In addition to our LIBOR funded tours, Remembrance Travel is also offering competitively priced
remembrance tours to other locations. The two on offer this year are a river cruise over Armistice Day and
a tour to Burma. All tours are accompanied by a qualified guide and a doctor or medic. Discounts will be
considered for those veterans who meet certain eligibility requirements if they served in the areas visited
on these tours.

Veterans interested in joining any of these tours need to apply to our tour operator, Arena Travel on 01473
660800, or visit www.arenatravel.com/journeysofremembrance.

Many thanks,

&k&wl

Belinda Aynsley
Remembrance Travel
The Royal British Legion

LIVE ON

Legion Contact Centre 0808 802 8080

Regislered Charily Number: 219279
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Regimental Band Concert

The 3" Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment will be hosting a Regimental Spring Band Concert in the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Sheep Street, Northampton on Saturday 28th April 2018, starting with a
reception at 1830hrs followed by the concert at 1930hrs performed by the Regimental Band. There will be
refreshments during the half time interval, and the Regimental Chapel will be open for viewing. This
concert is to be the first of its kind and RHQ hopes that each year a similar event will take place
alternating between our Battalions’ counties. Therefore, in 2019 it will be held in East Anglia. Tickets priced
at £12 (cheques payable to Holy Sepulchre Restoration Trust) will be available from John Kightley Esq MBE,
22 Lyncrest Avenue, Northampton, NN5 5PE (Tel: 01604 754782). If applying for tickets please call or e-
mail John on crusader.round@btinternet.com and send him a SAE, preferable A5, so that he can send you

the Concert Programme which doubles as the entrance pass.

We expect the concert to sell out fairly rapidly so apply early to avoid disappointment. All funds will be
divided between the Trust of the Holy Sepulchre and the Regimental Benevolence Charity.

Cambs Utd v Luton Town Half Time
Fundraiser 3rd March 2018

Cambridge United and Luton Town are playing a football match at The Cambridge Glass Stadium (CB5
8LN) on 3rd March 2018 at 1500 hours. During half-time, a 5 a-side match will be played from players
from Cambridge United and Cambridge University Officer Training Corps. Cambridge Army Cadet Force
Corps of Drums will play before the match. A bucket collection on behalf of the Regimental Benevolent

Fund will take place before and after the match.

Almanza 311 Viking Wessex Officers’ Lunch

To mark the 31 Ith anniversary of the Battle of
Almanza (of 9th Foot/Norfolk infame), on Tuesday :
24 April 2018 it is planned to hold an ‘eve of i
battle’ lunch in North Dorset for current and
former Viking Officers who live in Wessex.
Anyone who wishes to attend should contact
send their details to Colonel Michael
Goldschmidt at goldschmidt!|717@gmail.com tel:
01963 370688, detailing full name, years when a
Viking, email/postal address, and tel no. Further
details will be disseminated to those attending
nearer the time.
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