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The Deputy Colonel-in-Chief, Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester.
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From the Colonel of the Regiment

Gen Sir Michael Walker GCB CMG CBE ADC Gen, Colonel of the Regiment.

As | write this, m}q last foreword as your Colonel, I reflect on six
months filled with exfraordinary. events. The sad deaths of our
Deput)i Colonel-in-Chiet, The Princess Margaret and her mother
our Colongl-n-Chigf, Her Majesty The Queen Mother, have occupied
the nation’s consciousness. =~ | _

It was both fitting and a r|v_|Ietge that the Regiment should
contribute to the pageantry of their funerals and religious services;
pageantry conducted with dignity and style that confounded the
pundits i the media and shovved that, like us i the Regiment, the
country did care. I am Erateful to all those who represented the
Re%|ment and they will know that, on behalf of you all, they were
part ot something very special. _

Nor could we have kiiown, six months ago, that one of our battalions
would find itself in Kabul as the British batle group in the
International Security Assistance Force. Inthis alien, Uncertain and
dangerous place the Battalion's performance Is outstanding. Iwould

say that wouldn't 1? But 1do so not because | know, but because |
have been told. Ang | have geen fold by a wide vanetg of eoRI_e
whohave seen our officers and soldiers orf operations. The leadership
IS outstanding, the professionalism IS ou_standm(t; and the Royal
Anglian ethog delivers an OReranpnaI_fJPhtmg spirit that is second to
ngne. It remains my view that this spirit'is an"absolute consequence
of our wider horizons gs a large Regiment and the quality ot all of
you who serve within It.

Having served the Regiment for 38 years, | must now pass on the
Colonel’s baton to my sticcessor and become (and staunchly remain
an Old Comrade, My pride In your achievements 1S unbounded.
know that | have beert a memberqfa good family, one ofexceptional
ﬁedlgree and one that does what isright. K 1sa fam_|IP]/ In which there
ave been great men in all ranks and from which_ | have drawn
suprer[{e confidence. | know that it will continug to inspire all who
Serve It
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The Regiment

Depu% Colonel-in-Chief
HRH Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester

o C(flonel of the Re(%ment
Gen Sir Michael Walker GCB CMG CBE ADC Gen

Honorary Chaplain to the Regiment
Thé Rev MD Franks MB

DePuty Colonels of the Regiment
1st Battalion: Maj Gen JCB Sutherell CB CBE
nd Battalion:”Maj Gen JC McColl CBE
TA Sub Units: Col NH Kelsey OBETD

Deputy Honorary Colonels TA

Norfolk, Suffolk Col PJS Child
Lincolnshire Col RIM Drummond OBE
Leicestershire, Northamptonshire  Col JBC Prescott
Essex, Hertfordshire Col RA Shervington TD DL
Alliances

Australia The Royal Tasmania Reglment
Barbados The Barbados Regiment
Belize The Belize Defence Force
Bermuda The Bermuda Reglment
Canada Sherbrooke Hussars

The Lincoln and Welland Regiment

The Essex and Kent Scottish

. The Lake SuFenPr Scottish Regiment
Gibraltar The Royal Glbraltar Regiment
Malaysia 1st Batfalion the RoYaI alay Regiment
New Zealand 3rd Battahon (Auck and (Countess of Ranfurly’s Own) and
. Northlan gRo al New Zealand Infantry Regiment

Pakistan 5th Battalion the Frontier Force Regiment
South Africa First City Re qlmen

Regiment de 1a Rey

The Regiment is afflllated to 158 EROfV al Anglian) T a B rt Regiment RLC(V
and to the Warshipful Co pan lters
1st Battalion has a Bond of Friendship |t HMS Norfolk
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Civic Honours

The Reglment has been %ranted the honour of the freedom of:
Bedford, B? on, Brentwood rly Edmunds, Cam%rld% Chelmsf%rd
CIeethorPes Colchester, Dunstable, Efy, Grantham, Grims ray sandT urrock,
Hertford, Hinckley and Bosworth, II ford, Ipswich, Kin sLynn Leicester,
Lincoln, Lowestoft, Luton, Newham, Northampton. Noriich Peterborough,
Romford, Southend, Sudbury, Watford, Wellm%borough Wishech, Great Yarmouth,
and the Colour'of the Borough of Barking and Dagenham.

Regimental Locations

Regimental Headquarters
The Keep Gibraltar Barracks. Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN
|:"01284-752394. Fax: 752026/Colchester Military 5124
e-mail: rhq_ranglian@keme.co.uk

Regimental Secretary: Lt Col PRC Dixon OBE
Assistant Regimental Secretar, Cy MaJJ Fisk
Regimental Careers Officer: Capt RJ James

Area Office Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Essex

Area Office Norfolk Suffolk and Cambridgeshire
Blenhelm House, Ea IeW

Britannja House TA Cent

35 AYIsham Road NorW|ch NR3 2AD
Tel: 01603-400290
Area Secretary: Col AC Taylor

Area Office Leicestershire, Rutland and Northamptonshire
TA Centre, Clare Street. Northampton NN1 3]

Tel: 01604-635412
Area Secretary: Lt Col FAH Swallow OBE

Reglmental Information Teams
an %Tramlnoq Reglment Bassingboum (127 AYT)

Goojerat Barracks, Colchester (160 AYT)
TeI 20% %2311

(irth Luffenham élGl AYT)
Tel: 0178012780

areY EssexCM1
Tel: 01277-213051 _
Area Secretary: Maj DI Gilchrist

Area Office Lincoln

Sobraon Barracks, Lincoln LN13PY
Tel: 01522-544885

Area Secretary: Capt DJ Lee BEM

Re imental Museum

ﬁenal War Museum, Duxford, Cambs CB2 4QR
Tel: 01223-835000 Ext 298
Regimental Attendant: Mr GA Boss

Battalion Locations

1st Battalion
Elizabeth Barracks.
Pirbnght GU24 0DT

2nd Battalion
Beachle% Barracks.

Glos NPIG Y6

East of EngBand Regiment
TA Centre Ienhelm Camp,
Newmarket R oa
Bury St Edmunds
Suffolk P33 3SW

Lt Col PD Jones MBE

Lt Col R Ladley MBE

Lt Col NA ffitch TD

Regimental Representatives

Army Tralnln RelglmTent Bass&n
y ra|n|ng ¢

Infant

bourn; CaPt AG Grinonneau (August 2002)
tre, Catte

ick: Maj PD Bailey

A Sandhurst: Capt IM Chance
Army Foundation College Harrogate: Lt MC Melia
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Personalia

Honours and Awards

New Yeagg Honours
Maj Gen JCB Sutherell CBE

: MBE
Maj PCT Monk (Hatleybury School CCF)

Senior Appaintments

Col DJ Clements MBE to_be Comd_107(U) Bde and NI Trg Ops in July 2002, in the ran
Lt Col RMC Colville TD to be Dep o)md HQ 49(E) eﬁlApnw

Commissionin
The following were commlssmned
2Lt PR Steel

2Lt AR Lewm

The following have been selected for commissioning in 2002/3;
WOIRSM) MJ Abbs
W01 SM PJ Martin
WO1 (RSM) SD Robinson
RSM Ppomtments
W02 PN Blanchfield to be RMS, 1t Battalion

W02 TJ Jones to be RSM 2nd Battalion |TC Catterick
W02 PS Thompson to be RSM Cambridge UOTC

002, in the ran of Colonel

% 12 April 2002

k of Brlr%;adler.

Postings
Lt JD Delf rom 2nd Battalion to 1st Battallong February 2002
Capt DJ Moss rom FI ing Wing SAAVN t % ebruar?; 2002
CatSD Wilson rom g D|v an S| R gtt 2nd Battahon March 2002
Capt MA Nicholas rom 2nd Battalion to 3(UK) DIV H March 2002
Maj JAB orthW|ck rom BGTU to Manchester and Salford Unlsz C Apn| 2002
apt IM Chance rom 2nd Battalion to RMAS Annl 2002
tTW Gregory rom 5t Battalion to ITC Catterick May 2002
Ca t RJ James rom ATR BassmgBourn to 1st Battalion (att to RHQ) Maz 2002
Maj JE Harms rom HQ 4 Div to July 2002
Maj DC Napier rom A|r n% Scho I to OEC HQ Land (Sierra Leong) Julé 2002
Ma) SW Carver rom D August 2002
M I Couch Tom H NE{ Bde to 3rd Battahon ITC Catterick August 2002
ePt AG Gnnonneau rom HQ Infto ATR B assng oum August 2002
g Driscoll rom 2nd Battalion to DA August 2002
Ro e S rom 2nd Battahon to ATR Bas?m%bourn August 2002
LtCSwa ow rom | CCatterlc f0 2nd Batta August 2002
T A Wit on HGAIROUTEBAC o Do Audst 7007
C Ii)hee rom ASD to Spec CGourse Div, RMCS Shrivenham September 2002
al W rom 3rd Battalion ITC Catterick to RMCS Shrivenham %ctober 2002
Md PM Birc tljts ttalion to RMCS Shrivenham SOctobber 22000023
Maj PM Smith grnoﬂo jggg%al|on to RMCS Shrivenham S tgtrngF %88%
Mej PH Gaskin from RRV 10 ITDU FIST b 5003
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iImental Matters

Reg
Death of our Colonel-in-Chief

It was with Preat sadness that the Regiment learned of the death of
our Colonel-in-Chief, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth The Queen
Mother, on 30 March. This brings fo an end an assocjation that has
lasted 38 eyears. Her Majeslt_Y ha Iprevjously heen Colonel-in-Chigf
of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment and qramou_sly
took on the appointment of Colonel-in-Chief the Royal Anglian
Regiment on its formation in 1964, .

As the Regiment’s Colonel-in-Chief The Queen Mother visited
the Re?|ment on no fewer than 13 occasions.. These Included the
Presentation and Laying Up of Colours and visits to our Depots and
Battalions, Her last visit was to the Ist and 3rd Battalions in 1990
when the Battalions were based in Colchester,

AtHer Mﬂesty' sfuneral the Colonel ofthe meent reﬁresented
the Regimerit arid the Poachers provided a four-an detachment led
by Capt Russell Newmarch.

Death of Our Deputy Colonel-in-Chief

It was with great sadness that the Regiment learned of the death of
our Deputy Colonel-in-Chief, Her Royal Highness The Princess
Margaret Countess of Snowdon on 9 Februar% o

Her Royal Highness had previously been Colonel-in-Chief the
Suffolk Regiment, Colonel-in-Chief Xt East Anglian Regiment and
in 1964, on'Its formation, she %racmusl acceEJted the,apgomtment
of Deputy_Colonel-n-Chief the Royal Anglian Regiment. Since
then Her"Royal Hlf]hne_ss_ visited the Regilment on no fewer than
nine occasioris. Her fastvisitwas on 29 April 1995 when she presented
new Colours to the 1st and 2nd Battalions at Duxford.

New Colonel of the Regiment Appointed

Maj Gen JCB Sutherell CB CBE has heen appointed Colonel of the
ReBgElment In succession to Gen Sir Michael Walker GCB CMG
CBE ADC Gen with effect 1July 2002, ,

Maj. Gen Sutherell was bom in 1947 and educated at Christ’s
Hospital. He read for an honours degree in (n;eograw at Durham
Unlv_ersmf 1965-68, gaining an upper second. A mémber of the
Territorial Army while at university, and eaming a Territorial
commission, he ‘was commissioned as a Regular officer in July
|;9|68, Jommg the 2na Battalion the Royal Anglian Regiment &t

elixstowe.

He served six years with the 2nd Battalion as a rifle platoon
commander in UK, C%prus,_GmraItar, Kenya, and Malaysia;
Regimental Signals Officer in England, Northern Ireland’ and
Germany and as Adjutant in Germany and, Northern Ireland. Takmg
SAS selgction in earle/ 1974, e served with 22 SAS as a troop an
squadron commander and Adéutant until October 1978,

avm%attended the Army Staft Course at Shrivenham (Division
I1) and Camberley , ,
978-79, he comgleted his S02 appomtment as DAA and QMG
HQ DSAS 1980-82. He returned to the Rogal,Angllan Regiment,
this time to the Ist Battalion, in May 1982, serving for 14 months as

0C B Company in Oakin?ton and Belize and then as Battalion 2IC
for six months In Oakm? on and Cyprus.
On_promotion to lieutenant colanel in February 1984 he was
appointed to be a member of the Directing Staff at the Army Staff
ollege Camberley, where he remained until July 1987, Serving as
ateaching DS, tedm leader and SO1 Tactical Dactrine, A_ssumm_%
command, of the 1st Battalion the Royal Anglian Regiment |
Gibraltar in Auqust 1987, after 17 monthis he brouqht,the attalion
back to Colchester to the Mechanised Wheeled?3 role in 19 Infantr
Bn%ade, and atour in South Armagh ugust19 9 to January 1990.
On completing this tour he returned to th StaffCoIIe(I;e Carmberley
on promotion a Colonel C Division. His tour was cut short, and, in
December 1990, he moved'to Londonderry to Command 8th Infantry
Brigade, responsible for the Westem half of the Province. During
this two-year tour he was fortunate enqugh to have 3rd Battalion the
Royal Ang{han Reug|ment as the resident battalion in Ebrington
Bafracks, Londonderry from May 1991 to Au?ust 1992 and” 1st
Battalion the Royal A_n%han Regirent as the roulemont battalion in
Fermana%h from April to November 1991, y
Atter atendm%_ CDS 1n 1993 he served as Deputy Military
Secretary (A) until April 199 and then three years &s Director



Maj Gen JCB Sutherell CB CBE, the new Colonel of the
Regiment.

Special Forces. Promoted to major _(T;_eneral in March 1999 and
ag ointed as Commandant, Royal Military College of Science, he
served In this post for three years of considerable change embracmq
the arival of the Jaint Doctring and Concept Centre and the Join
Services Command and Staft College at Shrivenham, the Defence
Training Review, the Army’s Review of Career Courses and the
formation of the Defence Academy.

Mah Gen Sutherell 1s married to’Amanda and has a 12-year-old
daughter, Charlotte.

New Deputy _
Colonel of the Regiment Appointed

Brig RM Brunt CBE, the new Deputy Colonel of the
Regiment.

Brig RM Brunt CBE has been appainted to succeed Maj Gen JCB
Sutherell as Deputy Colonel” of the Regiment with special
res;fonsmlhtiy forthe lsA Battalion. Brig Roger Brunt, who grew U
near Woodbridge, joined the Army throtigh the SSLC and Universit
Cadet schemes. Fe was commissioned into the 2nd Battaljon in
1974, read history at Cambridge University and then, apart from a

CASTLE

%ear away in 1980 as ADC to Maj Gen Dick Gerrard-Wright in
olchestér, he served with the Poachers in_Gillingham, Berlin,
Londonderry, Colchester and C Prus (UNFICYP).

In 1986, hé attended the Arm)é aff Course at Camberley followed
by two years at HONI as the S02 G3 Ops. Thereafter, he commanged

Company of the Poachers In Celle, Belfast and BATUS before
returning t0 Northern Ireland as the MA to the GOC, He was
a%%omted Commandm% Officer of the 15t Battalion in September
1993 and over the next two years the Vikin sdeploY_ed to East
Eyrone and the Balkans and ¢o-ordinated the Presentation of new

0lours to the Regular Battalions at Duxford in 1995,

Since_ leaving the Vikings at the end of 1995, Brig Brunt has
served in the MOD, commanded 3 Inf Bele and attendéd the Royal
College of Defence Studies. Heiscurrently ACOS Commitments at
Headguarters LAND Command.

Battalions on the Move

The 1t Battalion a the beginning of March was warned that it was
to deploy to Kabul to relieve 2"Para as part of the International
Security° Assistance For?_e. The deployment was completed hy the
end of March. The Battalion’s primary role Is to patrol the capital in
conjunction with the Afghan police.” The Battalion will probably
remain in Afghanistan for two to three months. On its returm to thie
UK the Battalion will start training for deployment to Northern
Ireland in December 20?2 fora 3|x-mcfnth ?meﬁ;encg tour.

The 2nd Batfalion will move to Ballykelly, Northérn Ireland in
January 2004 for a two-year residential tour:

All Change at Warley

Maj David Thorogood hands over to the new Area
Secretary, Maj Dave Gilchrist.

After 15 years as areg secretary at Warle ]
finally hdnged the re|gns of Power to ag ve Gilchrist on 1
February. The latter spent a full career in thé Royal Signals and we
extend o him a very warm welcome to the Regiment. We wish
David and Sue Thorogood 4 long and hapgy retirement and thank
David ror his immensg contyibution to the Regiment over the years,

Mrs Joan Westover, the administrative officer for the E)_ast 10years
at Warley, also retired on 1Febru_arz. To mark her retiremerit she
was presented with two glass fruit powls, one engraved with the
badgle of the Essex Regiment, the other with the crest of the Royal
An(ﬁ 1an Regiment. We'wish Joan and her husband a long and happy

retirement.

Mg’ David Thorogood
a



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT

Area Secretary, Leicestershire,
Northamptonshire and Rutland

To date, we have been unable to find a successoy to replace Lt Col
Anthony Swallow who s the area secretary for Leicestershire
Northamptonshire and Rutland. He is due to retire in October 2007
and anyone who would_like to know more about the job should
contact RHQ or Lt Col Swallow direct.

Recruiting

The R_egilmentcontlnues to place great |mﬁortance on recruiting and
it |? vital that we all 90 our best to ensure that both our Battaljons a.r?
fully manned. [t 1s forecast that in June 2002 the 1st Battalion wil
be Up to establishment but the 2nd Battalion will be showing a
considerable shortfall. Perhaps even more important than recruiting
IS Syccesstul retention; we myst do everything we ¢an to retain those
soldiers that jomn our Battalions. An drticle’ dealing with various
aspects of retention follows later in the Hourn_al. .

he R_e?[mental recruiting video, First Choice, is in the progess of
being distributed to all thosé involved in recruiting for the Regiment.

Capt Richard James has joined RHQ for a year to act"as the
Regimental Careers Officer.

Association Gathering
The annual Association Gathering will be held at Bassingbourn
Barracks on Sunday 14 July 2002.
The programme will be:
1000 hrs

Gates open

0 hrs Drumhead service
1215 hrs _ March past
1230 hrs Bar, kiosks and stalls open
om Band and drums display
1730 hrs Bars close

All serving and ex-members ofthe Regiment and former Regiments
are warmly‘nvited to attend. Entry pasSes are not required. Just turm
up on the ﬁ* You are asked to bring along your own picnics or use
the refreshment facilities on site.

Next Edition of Castle

Contributions for the December’s issue of Castle should reach the
editor no later than 15 October 2002.

The Day’s Pay Scheme

Each year the Regiment, the Rayal British Legion and the Army,
Benevolent Fund provide financral assistance t0 a large number of
ex-soldiers from our Regiment and Former Regiments.
Unfortunately, on occasions assistance has to be given to serving
members an thelrdePendants. o _
The funds that enable us to provide assistance have been built Vl\J,p
over the years by those contributing to the Day’s Pay Scheme. We
obviously all hope that we will never be ina E)osmon where we will
need to ask for financial assistance hut sagly the number of requests
for assistance I (%radually Increasing. During the last year RH
Irﬁcegﬁg nearly 100 requests for assistance and paid out over £26,00
e will only be able to maintain the present level of financial
squor_t If those of you who are serving continue your Day’s Pay
subscriptions. To the few who do not contribute please sée your
RAO and sign the necessary forms; one day you might need financial

assistance. .
Web Sites

Informati%n ?r] the, Re\%irgent and Battalions can be obtained by
going to the following Web sites: N
www.army.mod.uk ~ www.poachers.org  www.vikings.uk.com

“Personal Accident Policy
At the Regimental Council Meeting held on 17 May 2002. it was
decided that the personal accident policy, which covers all members
of the Regimental Association inthe evént of death or being maimed

%Sﬁgtldf&)tzwh”e not on duty, is to be terminated with effect |

The four members of the B Company 2nd Battalion Royal
Anglian Regiment who acted as ushers at the Westminster
Abbey funeral service of The Queen Mother. From left:
Capt Russell Newmarch, W02 Malcolm Philpott, Cpl Nick
Vasquez and Pte Gavin Allatt.

Have You Lost Contact?

Cpl Stainton in Cyprus 1965...and now, aged 58 (2001).

Ex-Cpl John Stainton 2nd Battalion is trying to make contact
with ex-Sgt_ Geoff Faint 3rd Battalion, whom'he last met in the
recruiting office n Northampton. Contact details JR_Stainton, 43
Marketstead Estate. Kirton. Boston, Lincolnshire PE20 LJL (tel:
01205 724419

Andrew Evans of 4 Willow Cottag%es. 29 High Street, Coltishall
Norwich NR12 7AA (tel: 01603 738809) istrying to trace 24748918
ex-Bandsman Nejl Smith formerly of the 2nd Battalion. Neil Smith
Iéveitfj % Thurlton in Norfolk and niarried Nicola Mayes just after the
ulf War,

Ex-CSgt Ken Parsons 5t Battalion has recently suffered a stroke
and he would like to re-establish contact with”some of his old
muckers'. Most of his service was S’Eﬂen_t Inthe 9 m where his fellow
PTIs were Cpl Bill Tancred, LCpl Maine. Durrant and Froggat. He
trained the Battalion's athletics sguad and one day a young subaltern
appeared Inthe %ym and asked: ' qt Parsons do you'think'you could
et me fitenough'to compete inathletics?”... I can only try Sir." was
e reply. The Subaltern was Lt MJD Walker, Ken Pafsons' contact
ggtsaél&ire: 65¢ Radboume Road. London SW12 OED (tel: 0181

Alastalr Irving is tr}ging to trace ex-W02 Ni%el Dawson who he
last saw In |pswich when"he was a PSI with 6 R Anglian (19897)
They were both best man at each other's wedding Contact details
are A Irvine. 19 Oaklands Way, Sturry, Canterbury. Kent CT2 OEP
(tel: 01227 711333)
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Commander ISAF in A Company’s location, Norfolk House, from left: W02 Buff, COMISAF, CO, Maj Heap.

Maj, Gen John McColl with his ADC, Capt Sam Wilson, left his
headquarters in Bulford jn December 2001 to f_Ig/ out to Afghanistan
to command the International Security and Assistance Force (ISAF).
Capt Wilson returned to the UK in March and was replaced by Capt
Mark Nicholas. . _ _

MallJames Harris hit the headlines of the national newspapers by
dangling for two hours on a rope above a 200ft deep crevasse during
a Britisit Army Expedition to Antarctica. At the time the expedition
was launching an attempt on the Forbidden Plateau and Maj Harris
was climbing a %Iacler when the snow-covered ground stiddenly
gave way beneath his skis, to reveal the chasm.

On thé Sovereign’s Parade held on 14 December 2001 the
R((e]%lmental Colour was carried by Off Cat TP Dunlop with Off
Cdt SR Poulter acting as an Escart. _

Cpl S Smith (2nd Battalion) is con?ratulated on belnzq awarded
Infan_tr% Sports Colours forcla%targe_ shooting 2001/0Z: _

Maj Charles Groves gex3rd_ attal,or? Wa?]awarded the MBE. in
theC ew Year’s Honours for his services to the British community
In Cyprus.

A Message from the Chaplain

The year 2002 has been'tinted with sadness for the Regiment, as we
have'mourned the loss of our Colonel-in-Chief, Her _aHes /Queen
Elizabeth The Queen Mother and our Deputy Colonel-in-Chiet. Her
Royal Highness The Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon.
Many of you and your families may have had the honaur of meetmg
either thé Colonél-in-Chief or the Deputy Colonel-in-Chief, an
have experignced the sincerity and love that these ladies had for our
Regiment. Theg will be sari missed by us all. We pray for the
members of thé Royal Family. _

Writing my message to you, the Easter season has just conclued.
Christ, priorto Hiscrucifixion, offered the following prayers: Peace
Be with You, My Peace | give You'. Inthe world today this ‘peace’
seems to have disappeared: Afghamstan, Israel, Pakistan, Zimbahwe,
and even In the UK peace is not prevalent. ) o

\Wehear of daily killings, some caused by drugs, politics or religion;
others acts of violence"or reven?e._ QOur thoughts and prayers are
mltﬂ fthﬁgﬁigggrr]nbers of the &t Battalion who are at present déployed

Ma3[7J the peace of Christ be with you and those you love.

Maj Gen McColl, Commander ISAF, plants a tree to mark
the reopening of a school refurbished by ISAF.
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Diary Dates

R Norfolks Officers” Dinner Club - Norwich

4-7 Suffolk Regiment Hillman’ Pilgrimage

I Dedjcation of Memorial to 2nd Battalion the Essex
Regiment - Bayeaux

12 R Cincolns Officers' Reunjon Lunch

2 Summer Golf Meeting - Ely

22 Beds and Herts As ouaﬂon dinner and danc%- Hertford

Royal Tigers’ Weekend - Leicester/Bagwort

26 Royal Norfolk Show

2( 16t Foot Officers” annual lunch - Buckden

30 Essex Regiment Association Reunion - Warley

4th Battalion the Essex Regiment Comrades Association
%arden party - Warley ,

eds and Herts Officers’ Goslar Reunion - Kettlehaston
67 Northamptonshire Regiment Annual Reunion -
Northathon _ _

13 Eagle and Garter Club Dinner - Bassingboum

14 Rosyal Anglian Regiment _Gathermﬂ- assmgboum
19 Essex Rediment Assoclation Luncheon - Chélmstord

August :
4 Minden Day Reunion - Bury St Edmunds

September _
3 Autumn Golf Meeting - Flempton _
28 Royal Norfolk Association Dinner - Norwich
5t Battalion (old 50th/8th) Royal Leicestershire Regiment

Reunion - Leicester _
28129 lF_{irI]_églcr(])Ins Regimental Reunion - Sobraon Barracks,

October _ _ .
4 \?;\rl%rPattahon Officers' Dinner Club, Annual Lunch -

g
10th gattallon Northamptonshire Regiment Reunion
Dinner - Kettering, _ _ _
D Royal Leicestersfire Regiment TA Dinner - Leicester
19 Royal Leicestershire Regiment 1st Battalion Cyprus
Veterans Reunion - Leicester
Peterborough Branch Dinner - Peterborough

November _ _ _
1 Royal Anglian Officers’ Dinner - London
Hindoostan Club Dinner - Leicester
Field of Remembrance - Westminster Abbey
10 Remembrance Sunday _ _ o
17 Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association
Wreath Laying and Reunion - Kenpston

December _ o _ _

6 Royal Tigers’ Association Christmas Reunion

Ro%/al Léicestershire Regiment Officers’ Dinner Club

Luncheon - London _ o

10 4th Battalion the Essex Reglment Comrades Association
Service and Parade - [Iford ,

il BCehdsI and Herts Association Visit to Royal Hospital

elsea

Letters to the Editor

| write to draw 5ou_r attention to the welfare facijties
provided by the Officers’ Association for the benefit of
. retired officers of Her Majesty’s Forces. In addition to
0 eratm% a v?ry effective em#!o ment ser\_n%e which last, year
successtully placed over 600 officérs In new jobs, the Association
dishursed ‘over £1 million of henevolence support to needy
Individuals and eligible dependants. The third P_|Ilar of the
Association's wark is the management of a residential home for
smglfofflcersand almshousbesfor Isabled officers and their families,
details of which are given below: . ,
Huntly is set in itS own magnificent tg?roun_ds overlooking the
Teign estuary in South Devon, Huntly offers first class residéntial
accommodation_for smgle officers (male and female) for a very
reasonable fee of £270 per week. We currently have a few vacancies,
and look forward to rece|v_|n(_1 applicatjons from eligible individuals,
Macdonnell Gardens is located in a small private estate at
Leavesden. Macdonnell Gardens comprises 12 self-contained
bunqalows providing comfortable accommodation for a modest
montnly maintenance charge of £246. While most of our residents
have béen living at Macdonnell Gardens for some time, we do have
one or two vacancies at the moment which we seek to fill.
I'shoula be grateful ifyou would publicise the enclosed information
about these excellent vielfare facilities to your members. COPIeS_ of
leaflets and more detailed informatjon can eo,btamed_by_con actmﬂ
the Assistant General Secretary, The Officers” Association, 48 Pa
Mall. London SW1Y 5JY1 Télephone: 0207 389 5203. Fax; 0207
930 9053. Email: ags@oaed.org.uk.
tip Capt JW Hollowood RAF (Retd)

Members of the Regiment who served with the King’s

~ African Rifles, Northern Rhodesia Regiment and
Somalilana Scouts will be BIeased to know that the Askari

Appeal has raised well over £200,000 for the veterans of those
regiments. The resPonse has been remarkable, and we have received
donations from all over the world. The Royal Anglian Regiment

has been particularly generous, as has every one of the old regiments
comprising our present Reglment. _ 3
The money Is distributed personally by officers of the British
Commonwealth Ex Services League, in the old African regimental
areas, We have one old veteran 0f both world wars, Sgt Sempira,
who is 110 years old and comes from Uganda.
May | express our thanks to everyorie who has supported the

Appeal. ,
Col AF Mackain-Bremmer OBE
Summerlee
The Street

. East Knavle
Salisbury SP3 6AJ

Waould you please place inyour magiazm_e something abaut

the Golden Jubilee Military Medal which was strlick for

. British For%es Veterans. The medal rec’?/?nlses the service

of British Veterans who served in the reigns ot H Klnq George VI
and the SO-Year reign of Her Majesty. QUeen Elizabethd]. °

The medal has a portrait.of Her Majesty on its face and her shield

and arms on the reverse. The medal has already raised £3,496 for

SSAFA Forces Help. For further information senda SAEto: MrGE

Harris, 124 Haven Park Crescent. Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire

SAGL 1DS (tel 01437 768668). .
GE Harris (Ex RE)

Proposed 5th Battalion

Officers’Dinner Club
Fqllowmg? the annual dinner of the 6th Battalion Officers’
Dinner Club in March this year, (53 attended), of which
more is sald elsewhere, anda roFos his attendance at the
7th Battalion Officers’ Dinner Club, (22 attended so | believe), Lt
Col Nigel ffitch remarked that there was no similar dinner for the
Officers of the 5h Battalion. This was not the first time that the
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subject had, been aired. When one considers that the 5t Battalion
produced ejgnt (I think) Territorial Commanding Officers from its
ranks, let alone an abundance of officers who have served over the
years, and some of whom have moved on with their expertise to
Serve with othercapbad?es, that we do not collect onan annual basis
IS /Berha ssomethlnqo_ a surprise. _ I
venture such asthis cannot be taken up lightly, and it is with
some trepidation that | find myself putting finger to keyboard to
construct a letter for Castle in ofder to find out what suppart for this
Dinner Club there mag,be. ,
It 15 proposed that a dinner be held in November, at a venue to be
confirmed but from contacts could be in either Peterborough or
London. A cut-off date of 31 August Is sugqested, inorder to make
all the necessary adminjstrative afrangements. The cost will depend
on ]ake-u . but'should be commensurate with meals of this nature.
CP ﬁase IS0 pass on by word of mouth to those who may not take
astle. _ . .
Would any officer who is interested in this venture please contact
me at my home address, or email my office. The full Contact details

are;
Col Charles Thomas TD DL

59 Chinchilla Road

Southend on Sea

_ Essex SS12QJ

Home email address chasthomasga{lmeone.net

Tel: 01702303438

Office email charles.thomas@rochford.gov.uk

Poacher and Pompadour
Musicians Reunited

Lt Col Stuart Watts OBE and WO BM_Q/ Peter Hudson,

former PomFadour and Poacher respectively, will share

the concert platform as conductors inaone-offjoint concert
of the bands that they now direct. Peter Hudson was amember of the
Poachers Band during the 70s and 80s while Stuart Watts was the
BM of the Pompadours from 1974-79. For a short time in the early
1980s they were both on the staff at the Queen’s Division Junior
School of Music, Bassingbourn., _ _

The occasion when th g again team up is_for a grand charity
concert at WlmRoIe Hall, Cantbridgeshire on Thursday 1 August &t
1930hrs where they will conduct the bands ofthe Honourable Aftillery
Company and thé RO)faI Anglian Regiment. The location within
Wimpole Hall s the alfresca yet intimate venue of the old stable
yard where there will be seating for approximately 350 lucky folk
who will enjoy an evening of popular music including well Known
marches, music from the shows, soloists, new sounds and old
favourites; In fact, hopefully, something to suit all tastes and yes,
there will be a raffle. _

It you would like to supBQrt the Army Benevolent Fund Natjonal
Trustand Motor Neurone Disease Resedrch and enjoy an _entertamlnﬂ
evening while dining on your own picnic contact trie W|mEoIe Ha
Administration Office 01223-207257 to reserve your tickets now
which are priced at £12 including free parking.

Stuart Watts

Can you Remember?

30 Years Ago

Meeting of Commanding Officers of the 2nd and 3rd
Battalions, Hastings Street, Belfast, on 2 August 1972.

The 1st Battalion, having left Ebrington Barracks, Londonderry,
moved in March_1972"to Ep|sk0(§)_|, C)XBrus for a two-year
accompanied tour. The Poachers, based in OXford Barracks, Murister,
went to Belfast in July for an emergency tour. The 3rd Battalion;
%asreip In Alanbrooke Barracks, Paderbom, also went to Belfast in
igaer Comrﬁany maoved to Gibraltar in January having completed
a year as demonstration troops at Sanahurst and Mons:
nthe May edition of Castle it was announced that the khaki beret
was to be. introduced to the Regiment, ‘the khaki beret with black
Patch behind the badge Is to be worn by all officers forthwith. This
eplaces the blue berét. This conforms with the tradition started by
the 15t Battalion, the Royal Norfolk Regiment, after the war. Not
umversallg popular [understand. Nevertfieless it does in some small
measure compensate for the fact that the 9th Foot badges and
accoutrements did not appear in the Royal Anglian dress to date’.

Ceremonial Guard changes on the frontier. From left: Pte
Hedges, Pte Mann, CSM Spalding, Maj Heggs, Cpl Fuller,
Cpl Kerr.
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20 Years Ago

The Vikings moved to Oakington from Celle in May 1982. In June
and July thie Battalion Browded the %uard at Windsor Palace hefore
moving to Belize to take over from the Pompadours.

Cpl Soames posting reliefs during A Company's tour as
Windsor Castle Guard Company.

The 2nd Battalion was based in_Ebrin%ton Barracks _Londonderr%
VAVIr}lhag% and B Companies carrying ot rural operations in Sout

A Company on the move, courtesy of the RAF in South
Armagh.

The Pompadours, based in Meeanee Barracks, Colchester
unexpectedly moved to Belize in May for a five-month tour.

Lt Col Alan Thompson hands over operational command
in Belize, together with the Mess parrots, Premium Bond
and Hercules, to Lt Col Tony Calder.

10 Years Ago

The Vikings were based at Hyderabad Barracks, Colchester, The
Battalion participated in Exercise Lion Sun inCyprus before training
at Stanta and Salisbury Plain.

Cpl Eales briefs Support Company at Stanta.

The 2nd Battalion was in Trenchard Barracks, Celle where it had
been based for five years.

The band marches past in quick time during the Talavera
Parade.

The Pompadours completed theirtour in Londonderrg and returned
to Colchester prior to the merger with the Ist and 2nd Battalions. On
29 September the Battalion exercised the Freedom of Colchester
which was followed by a Thanksgiving Parade and the Laying Up of
Colours at Warley Chapel on 3 October.

The Battalion marching through Colchester.
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1st Battalion - The Vikings

Kabul International Airport - the APOD where The Vikings arrived in

Afghanistan.

The, Past four months has heen a busY and
exciting period for the Battalion. Duetothe
curreﬂt Pace of life, it né)w seems like years
ago that we completed our conversion to
mechaniseq infantry, which culminated in
2 demandmg Tesex package during
December 2001 In the new-year we began
a bus%f Battalion cadre period and miost
recen r}/We have deployed to Af%hanlst,an
as part of the Interpational Security
Assistance Force (ISAF). 1am sure that norie
of Castle's readership would have predicted
aBritish Army deployment into Afghanistan
riorto 11September Iastzegr, letalone the
attalion becoming involved, following in
the footsteps (or hopefully not as the Case
may be) of its forebears thie 44th Foot,

% attiilIOﬂ s%ar ed the period on
Saljsbury Plain, as the battle group formed
upfor Exercise Wessex Warrior. Following
acompressed but thorough and proqresswe
training package, he stage was Set for an
exciting series of battlés. The OPFOR
provided by 1Stafforas, were a determined
and calcu atmg enemy having_ recently
completed an exercise season In Batus. Thie
final result was a tribute to the hard work
andefforts of the Viking battle grou? as we
recorced a 3-0win. On completion of Tesex
the Battalion assumed the role of Jead
rgﬁcg%rensed battle group within 12 Mech

Fgllpwmq the Christmas, break, the
Battalion e rneﬂ to work with refreshed
vqour_to undertake a busy cadre period. A
P—O ential NCO cadre ran during January and

ebruary, which culminated in a very
exacting final exercise_and field-firing
Backage at Sennybridge. Fine performances

Y the students during, the cadre led to the
promotion of ten new"lance corporals.

In terms of sport, as you will read in later
articles, we have been able to play plenty of
sport In tandem_with our workm%
commitments. The Battalion has compete
with %reat Success In cross-country, football
and rigpy.

The Battalion was delighted at the
announcement of the New Year’s Honours
(8 CaPt Dom Biadick was awarded an

E Ttor his performance as COP
commander during the Londonderry tour.

Further awards gained during the tour were,
CPI Culshaw who was awarded a QCB, Majs
Clements and England and Cpl Faupel Wer
awarded a QCVS and GOC’s
commendations Wwere awarded to W02
Skelton, Sgt. Woods and Cpl Kulkami.

_The Battalion also conducted an infantry
field firing camp (IFFC) durmg February,
which comprised a range package at the
B|sleg range complex and field fmn(q at
Otterburn. The IFFC was interrupted af the
halfway point as the Batalion was detailed
for the ‘task of replacing 2 Para in
AE;hamstan. _ _

fter a fortm%ht of rumours and veiled
comments, the Battalion was f|nall¥ IvVen
orders to conduct a relief In place of 2 Para
in Kabul. Understandabl}{, amood ofelation
swept through the Battalion, We knew that
this de Io%ment would be the opportunit
of a |ifetime, and that our new role as U
Battlegroup{UKBG) in ISAF would be the
envy ot the infantry.

This article 1S being written at the outset
of the tour, as the fina| members of the
Battalion are arnvmg Intheatre. The current
disposition of the Battalion ishree compan
outstations inthe southwest of the C”K’ attfe
group HQ and echelon n the north of the
City and aring of observation posts providing

The Deputy Colonel of the Regiment speaking to Vikings ‘en route' to Kabul

at Brize Norton.
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Lt Dobbin and his victorious March and Shoot team.

asurveillance matrix across the UKBG area
of responsibility. At a later stage in the tour
there will be more reﬁorts from the front
line in_Afghanistan: however this article
will reflectupon all the activities, which are
mentioned earlier.

Brigade March and Shoot
Champions

Lt ASM Dobbin writes:
Just when we thought it was safe to enter a
companY O group, without fear of ’fast-
balls’, along came the next one. Having not
long returned from an outstandingly
successful tour in BATUS, the Flghtln%
Ninth" heroes of A (Norfolk) Company wer
tasked to provide two ten man teams, to
participate Inthe 12 (Mechanised) Brigade's
march and shoot competitiop, o

Inthe true sense ofthe word ‘competition
an nter-platoon march and shoot
com?etmon Was es_tﬁt])hsh_?d. This waf_ 0
take the form of an eight-mile march, falling
Elate shoot, as well as the followmga military

kills stands: first aid. NBC. SIPr] ls. AFV
recognition, indirect fire targef indication
and map reading. Inshort, it was to replicate,
to the best of odr knowledge, the format for
the Brigade Competition. _

After"an mterestlnq contest, with S?t
Wilcox, very generously, marking the route
for the march, with a’trail of Ris_broken
soldiers and Lt Tom Gregory deudmg that
eight miles was not enouqh of a challenge
for the Drums Platoon, Two teams were
finally named. -

The Brigade Competition was run over
three days from 12-14 November 2001, gt
Ash Ranges, near Aldershot. Team ?2
commanded by myself was one of the first
teams fo compete, as we began our epi¢ bid
for victory "In the earIY hours of 12
November "After some challenging military
skills stands, we began the marching phase.
A somewhat ‘chegky' course, the march
was a test of both mental and ph_}{smal
stamina, across seven and a half miles of
arduaus terrain, before we reached the river
crossing stand. Doing what Vikings do best,
we rowed our way to Victory, on MK5 assault

hoats, hefore the final half-mile dash to the
finish line.

Still looking fresh-faced and not at all out
of breath (honest), we moved straight onto
the range ‘for the falling plate shoot. This
went well, despite some targets being more
bullet gr_o_of than others.. Des[)lte sore stiff
competition, predominantly from the
Vikings, It was my team that Came out the
final victors. The end state was that from a
total of some 50 teams that comgeted, four
ofthetop five teams were from the Battalion.
In_sht(l)rt, an awesome display of true Viking
spinit!

Tesex Success -

The Istar Group
by Maj AB Beart _

Abattle group's ability to fix' and ‘strike'
the enenty depends fundamentally on its
ability first to "find" him. It was Very clear
In the months preceding the start of Tesex.
as the Viking battle” group began Its
Preparanons for Exercise Druids Dance, that
he'Istar group was going to be the critical
?Ielment determining milssion Success or
allure,

D (Cambridgeshire) Company, the
Manoeuvre SuPport company, was
configured as a large and highly” mopile
Reconnaissance Corpany com_prlsmP four
glato_on_s: A newI?/ formed smfﬁJ_er Patoon
onsisting of four four-man sniper teams
equipped with stripped down Land Rovers,
the Recce Platoon of eight Sabre, a mobile
Anti-Tank Platoon of six Milan firing posts
In stripped down Land Rovers, FOO and
MFC gartles and the remainder of the Mortar
Platoon. Based In battle group main and

part of the Istar group was the Istar cell
whose task it was 1o collate the information
gathe_red by the reconnaissance and
urveillance assets.

| put the Reconnaissance Company
throu\ﬁhaver intensive FTX on SPTAa
Tew Weeks prior to the start of the Tesex
build-up training and it gave the company a
chance to be exercised under pressure
Identify str,ent[ﬁhs, practise drills and perfect
SOPs, “This oroug?h pre[Jaranon proved
Invaluable and enabled us to perfect tactics
such.as the superimposed use of static and
mobile reconnaissance matrices.

The Istar matrix was carefully co-ordinated
at all stages of the planning process and
assets were tasked and retasked carefully
throughout the various missions to ensure
that tfie assets were fullg optimised. The 10
and Istar cell focused on collating the
Information gained on the enemy, Which
enabled me, the Istar officer to focus on the
deployment and command ofthe Istar assets,
We had perfected the ability to command
the Reconnaissance Company from either a
forward tac_headquarters, which was
basically the front seats of an FFR with me
working off 3 nap board on my knee and
Cpl mger Bell actln? as my ariver/
operator, or from the comfort of BG Main,

The principle of recce by stealth was used
throughout and this proved a hlq_hly
successful method of gaining information.
There were a number ot peacetime health
and safety issues that prevented us from
configuring our venicles in such a fashion
to reduce our visual signature We weren't
able to remove wingdscreen and door glass,
which caused consicerable problems with
reflection. Various other issues relating to
Land Rover warranties seemed to do their
best to Interfere with our preparations tor
operations!

| was very pleased that | was. at last, able
fo dispel the myth that snipers are only
Interested inor capable of precision fire out
to long ranges. It 1s now clear o all that this
IS only a merf fractjon of their cagabllmes
and It is really their ability to observe at
Iong_ranﬁe, report. visually fix/track, call in
OS” infiltrate and exfiltrate that make them
worth their weight in gold!

There is no doubt that the actions of the
Istar group and the Reconnaissance
company were the key to_success for the
battle group In all three of its missions, It Is
with great pleasure that | have subsequently
been nvited by BGTU to o to a series of
DGD&D meetings so that olr success could
be fully documented In the new doctrine
note entitled - Istar at the battle group level.
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Tesex - A Soldier’s Story

Ptes Alexander and Vasilakis,
Platoon, A Company write:
Weary eyed and tremblrn Ieaned over
tocheck thetime- 0330hrs azrn?t rough
the rrvrng rain, | noticed a flicker of
movement from’ the corner of m% Y
Immediately Ibroug tm weapon Into the
am and observedt rou%r WS there
was a four-man patro groac ing.m
position. Instantly orgettrn bout mywrn
chilled face and frozen foes, | issued a
challenge andall hell hroke loose. The nrght
sky was_suddenly alight with shermulies
and the SF positions opened up a | stood
my section 0. As another fire team apﬁeared
over the rrd?e It became apparent that the
firstwave ofthe attack had begun. Stand mg
In my trench, Issuing tarﬁet Indications an
watching the enemy fall, as my section’s
fire power came to Dear, it occurred to me
that Exercise Druid's Dance would be
gretefrergﬁt to any other exercise, | had ever

Maoving |nto the accommodation, on

alisbury Plain, tefkre% were grey and
there was acertain chill int earr £ erythrn
seemed set for another b ? standar
EXercise - how wrong we were! Trainjn
started immediately with two weeks’ build-
up training In preparation for the final
exercise, FIrstly, we were introduced to the
ISAWES equipment, applying it to Iow
|evel sect tactrcs n soontf ame Clear
thatour fl sand ski swou ave be up
to the expected Vik rnﬂ standards, Ifwe were
to avordatn to *hefl’

The trarnrn was far more realrstrc than
standard blank firing exercises and we soon
began to appreciate how Important it was to
adopt. correct fire posrtrons and the correct

anrn of ‘su ssrve fire’. Any ba
nabits a dsIoppvP rills were soon corre cte
as We were determrned to show 1 tér 0rgs
our true Viking might - as we had done In
BATUS. Despite the weather conditions,

The author preparing for a final assault.

CASTLE

Members of 2 (Kohima) Platoon going into the final assault.

morale was very high, as was 2 Platoon’s
sense of humour, especiall 8/ & most nights
were spent in Westdown Camp w ere we
could enjoy several McCQMS burgers and
a Eood night’s sleep.
t trom |ow-level sectrontand platoon IeveI
actics, we progressed to company-Jevel
trarnm thchgrnciuded every ; sry |dier’s

? tmare r%g ?m a company
defensive position. Surprisingly, morale wds
still high and ever}gone was good spirits -
especrally when the drgper finally arrivea!
After séveral days 0 company -level
trarnrn% $verythrng was In place’ for an
excellent final exercise.

‘Our section berltnn to dry fire and
manoeuvre towards the enemy position and
we were almost close enough’to smell their

breath when they finally opened up.
mmedrateliv everyone retumed fire and
threw smoke, as the manoeuvre supprort
section unleashed Viking Hell’
adrenaline was pumping, as we crawled
forward, weighed down with front line
scales. All ourhard training eventually paid
off,.as we steam rolled over a supposedly
drtficult position.

Ona standard exercise, a lot of realism is
lost, as every soldier refies entirely on the
section commander, On Tesex, everyone
hasacritical role andj gunror private soldiers
reqularly found themselves as section
commarider, facing a free thinking enemy,
supported by armaur. The saying ‘you're

Oya bulletaway from being in command’

efrnrtely an accurate )

Ixetrcrse Drr]ulrlds Dance was br()jth a
realistic and challenging exercise and one
that certarn?y preparegd l?S well for our high
readiness yéar!

Potential Junior NCO Cadre

By Capr t MW Woodeson

The Battdlion Training Wing was tasked
with running the first PINCO cagre pon
the Battalion’s retum from LondonderrY
The programme was carefuII]v devised

Incorporate the requrrementso the National
Examining Board (NEB) team leader
qualification. In qutline, thé students were
to spend two weeks in camp learning basic
skills and instructional techniques, then
move to Sennybridge for a two-week FTX
&re i(e before returning to camp for the final

The cadre commenced on 14 January 2002,
Due to the high numbers of students (97 at
one point), it'was decided to turn the first
week Into an assessment week. This would
concentrate upon the core Iinfantry skills
weapon handling, fitness and some basic



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT i

The PINCO Cadre inthe OBUA Battle.

instruction. The cadre staff were pre[Jared
to Instruct V t0 90 students, but due to the
natural selection process, a number of
candidates dropped.out,

Most students arrived well-prepared and
highly motivated for the fask ahead. Even
though the whole ethos of the cadre was to
Produce ahigh quahtﬁ roduct at the end of
he course, the students were tested
physically and mentall dunn%the,ﬁrst two
Wweeks of the cadre. One of the highlights
for all concerned was when_the \eapons
tralnln% warrant officer SWTWO&, W%Z
Tate, decided that an |mﬁr mptu to(r of the
local hills was needed, thus the entire cadre
moved on foot to Pirgright trammg area, It
was here that the students were Infroduced
to what was affectionately known as the
‘improvised  stretcher’ race’ with
geo%raphlcal command tasks. Needless to
Say The students were rather interested In

02 Tate’s choice of route, as were most
of the stﬁff. _ _

With the camp_based instructional phase
nearmq completion, and all of the Squad
Instructors ha\_/m% exhausted their extensive
Power om} vide footage, the c%dre beqﬁn
to prepare for the more festing phase oftne
course. Sennybridge training area was o be
the setting for phase two and three of the
cadre. Forsome, this proved fo be a dauntin
prospect, indeed Brecon In January IS not
pleasant thought.

The cadre fiow consisted of 60 students
who were or?anlsed Into_two-strong

atoons. Moving down to Brecon from

irbright in a convoy of TCVs r(];ave the
stuHen sachan?e to hecome baftle- %rde_ned
tothe rigours of what lay ahead. High winds
and rain tyi)_lﬂed the Weather during the
journey, aclimate that would become very
familiar over the next two weeks.

On arrival at SENTA the students sgent
four days running battle exercises and battle
lessons. Again, due to the nature of the
ground, injuries began to resurface and the
Cadre numbers started to dwindle. The
%dverse weather con?]ltmns were not Io(i
ad at this point and the students were stil
living in Sennybridge camp. Life was

The Vikings

proving to be good. However, this was tq
change. As the Students de Io%ed IntoCilleni
wllage the weather started to hecome woyse.
The Studens were not having an easy time
as the conditions tested the administration
skills of all personnel involved. However,
as the FTX neared the final phase, the
weather at last began to improve. _

A detachment of Royal Marine recruits
arrived Inthe wllage to defend it from Viking
attack. After a long, cold and wet ampush,
the cadre moved In to attack the village.
Thus, the tired and damf) Vikings set about
reta_kln%the vllla?e. Following three hours
of Intense fighting, the cadre emerged
victorius as they seized the Royal Marine
stronghold position. Upon “return o
Sennybridge camp, the students prepared
themselveS for the field-firing phase. A
three-day firing package,en,sue , Which put
the students through their final paces.

Moving, back to Pirbright, the students
embarked upon the final Week of training.
Special mention must go to W02 Tate, who
went beyond the call of duty In his efforts
on the afrill square. To sum Up, the PINCO
cadre was notan easy one. The soldiers who
were participated and indeed all members
of the cadre staff will remember the cadre
for many years in the future.

Vikings Rug }/ Football Club
By Mag'] MH Heap
Another season has passed, and

unfortunately due to commitments to
BATUS, Teséx and then Afghanistan, not

as much rugi(by has been played as would
have been liked. ,HOvaer, there have peen
a numpber of noticeable successes both on
an Individual and team basis. .

The Vikings have been exceptionally well
represented”at the Army and Comibined
Services U2 1level, with W02 Wilkins bemq
heavily involved In coaching the side, 2L
Ed Gooderson playing at both levels, and
Sgt Bevan fronting up the administrative
arrangements of the squad.

While ?ames for the Battalion have heen
few and Tar between, the first ever Vikings
old boys game was played the day before
Tesex. The game was very hard-fought and
attracted a Iarge crowd that were treated to
anexcellent game ofru?by, with the current
Vikings side Coming outclose winneys. ‘Old
V|k|n_ﬂs who camg down, most of whom
are sti pI%/mg club rugby, included Julian
Pollard, Adrian Anema, Chris Coo;tJer,
Hoggy Hogsdan, Pete Barrs, Jock Appleton,
Dafl Howson, Bomber Brown, Loatsy Loats
and many others. _

The post match reception saw. Pete Bayrs
presented with a framed Vikings rugby
Jersey to commemorate 22 years of playing
for ‘the Vikings - ar outstanding
achievement. ‘V|k|ng Old Bozs’
committee has now been set up to enslre
that this fixture does not become a one-off
but an annual fixture, With postings
Ioomm&;, Q Wilking and 1 certainly lodk
f%grvlar to playing for the ‘old boys’ next

Another highlight was the inter-company
10-a-side compétition, which took place in
Febryary. Played in awful condifions of
howlmgi wind"and rain, the Battalion was
treated To some outstanding rughby, with the
outcome coming down to"the final match
between C and”HQ Company, with H
Comloan%'s strength up front enabling them
to pull off the decisive victory that enabled
them to win the competition.”

As we deploy to Arghanistan, this season
comes {0 an end with high hopes for next

ear. Despite the forthcoming Northern
Ireland tour, a full fixtures list’is planned
Including while in NI, with the Intent of
enjoying agood cuH run. The Battalion also
[o0ks forward to the return of some of Its
quality players who were missed this year,
Including Capts Biggs and Hitching an Ma{
Grounds, Whatever the_outcomé of nex
season, the Viking Old Boys” are certainly
looking forward tathe pleasure of returning
to the Battalion with the Intent of winning.
Time will tell if this proves to be the case.

The end of the inter-company 10-a-side competition’.
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1st Battalion Football Club

By Maj SJR Browne
Aftersuch asuccessful season last year that
saw the team reach the semi-finals of the
Army Cup, the quarter-finals of the Infantry
CuP and_the semi-finals of the Northern
Ireland CU'P' the start of this season was
8wa|ted with great aﬂtmmauon. However,

espite improving the squad, the realit
tumed out to be a pitter disappointment.
Right from the off a busy programme
severely curtailed the s%uad’s abiljty totrain
and cruuallg p_Ia)r] together re%glarly. The
Irony IS that it nas proved much” more
diffrcult to play footoall in Pirbright than it
ever did in Northern Ireland. Once the
foothall 9<0t serious the flashes of brilliance,
teamwork and *he never-sw-me z1tt|tude
that tto%k US S0 far last year were only seen
In_patches.

he season got of to an jnauspicious start

when the teai, despite being one of the
favourlte?, exited the Brlgade comrpetmon
atthe qualification stage. Our performances
In this competition "were to_mirror the
forthcoming season almost perfectly. Inthe
firstgame we outplayed the opposition only
to lose on penalties. In the next match the
team cut loose and won /-0 only to follow
that up with an Inept performance that saw
us |ose by the odd, unfortunately own, goal!

Duetotraining and ?xermse 0 mm|tment?
the season did not really get under way unti
January, and a shortage of friendly fixtures
meant that it had to getserious stralqht away.
In the Infantry Cup we struggled to beat’|

032, Hav_mq been 3-0 UP by halttime

we failed to kill them off and ve nearlﬁ
threw the game away. Instead we saved suc
an outcome for the next round. Having been
?wen a tough draw against 1Cheshire the
eam played the first half like a team
possessed. Having gone behind against the
un. of play we fought back to lead 2-1 at
half time. ‘At this point there was only one
team in it, byt poor discipline and bad
defending changed the ([;ame out of
reco?mtmn_. In thé end we fost 7-3, not a
rue Tetlection of how the 9ame had gong,
but an object lesson in what happens iTyou
give good opposition too many easy chances.
Inthe Army Cup we once again failed to
kill off inferior oé)_posnmn. owever, this
did result in a ridiculously exciting game
against 33 Engineer Regiment that saw us

In 5-4 with agoal inthe last 30 seconds. In
the next round we got another tough draw
against 1 RSME, the other defeated semi-
finalists n last year’s competition.
Unfortunately we lost 3-1, but once again
the team proved that they could live with
the best, and at one Stage | was convinced
We Were going to win. _

Afghanistanhas, now put paid to the rest
of the season, which Is disappointing. It IS
not all bad news. The Vlkmlg FC "squad
continues to grow and new talent is being
dentrfied all the time. What 1s particularly
encouraging is the number ofyoung soldiers
who have made their debuts this year. Given
more experience | believe that the
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foundations of a team cai)a_ble of winning a
major honour are being laid. Many people
contribute to the squad, and sm%lvmg people
out 1s always dangerous. However, this
season special mention must be made of
CSgt Ramm who remains a reqular in the
Infantry side. In addition Ptes Wallace and
Vandecar have also begun to establish
themselves in the infantry Squad. Afterman
Kears_ of excellent service Cpl Stevenso
has finally retired, but is now also a regular
in the In an}% s%uad. He will tell you that
e 1S one of the Coaches, but Terry we all
know that every team needs a kit man!

Kabul - First Impressions
Lt ASM Dobbin,
A &Norfolk) Company writes:
T_h?] ‘DPM. rumouy %ra evine’ hiid been
hignhly suspicious orabattalion deployment
for some time, However, the companly was
on Ofterbum Training Area, conduc_lnq a
fwld_fmng camp, when the news was finally
confirmed that the battalion was to deplo
to Kabul to Jlerform areliefin glace with
Para.. There was an Instantaneous feeling

of eupharia as the news was broken to the
troops. Rapid plans were put In place in
orderto move the company back to Pirbright
50 \hat we could. beq_m our hasty pre-
deployment administration..

ftéraday's OPTAG training, the advance
party were’ due to leave. However, after
nunferous delays and numerous practices
of the ‘on the Dus, off the bus’ theary, it
would take a further three weeks for A
‘rl]\leggglk) Company to be complete in

No amount of briefings and personal
accountsof life in Kabul could have prepared
us for what we were about to encolnter: to
describe the city_as war torn would be an
understatement. Every building shows signs
of war damage, with manr of themmissing
walls and roofs. In fact farge areas of the
city. are completely destroyed. There is a
distinct lack of basic amenities, with very
Tew houses ﬁossessmg electricity or runnin
water and the sewaﬁe s¥stem consisting 0
open arainage ditcfies that flow downthe
streets. Despite. the hardship inwhich much
of the population live, approximately 95

OC and 2IC A (Norfolk) Company outside Norfolk House,

Soldiers of A (Norfolk) Company preparing the defences,
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per cent of the people are now_pro-Vikings
and are exceptionally_friendly and
welcoming; the remaining five percent have
not yet given us cause for concern.

On first arrival in the Af_?han capital, A
(Norfolk? C,omBlany were initially co-located
with Batfalion HQ: Within days our mission
was 1o change and we would have to find
new lod |n?s within our AO. Maj Jon Heap
OCA 0( orfolk) Compan;{, manaﬁed to fing
an ola Taliban HQ bui dln% that would
become our new company Dage. At first
sight it was obviouys that some |maq|nat|on
would be required In order to see the true
potential of Norfolk House’: the majori
otthe front wall had been destroyed; a'large
amount of unexploded ordnancé and mines
nad peen left scattered in and aroung the
bmldmg and most of the rooms were filled
with rubble and human faeces. Work hegan
Immediately fo transform this ‘human cess
pit” into g Viking style patrol base, while
day and night pafrols were conducted from
Camp Souter #BHQ\). As | writg, the
construction work continues along with our
?é)%ratlons in support of the c_ommum%of

abul. Interesting and fascinating times
await the Companx/_over the next three
months - a (I;reat iking challenge and
certainly one to be remembered forgver!

Initial Impressions of Kabul

By Lt PC Moxer

Three months a%o_ B (Suffglk) Com?any
arrived back in Pirbright after Christmas
leave suffering from New Y ear blues and to
aman complained that after the hectic events
of the preceding 12 months (Northern
Ireland, Canadaand Tesex), all the comRan¥
had to look forward to was a Civpop RAA
task 1n Lydd. It 1s now mid-March and the
company is settling into life in Kabul. You
really |do not know what’s around the next
comert

The Battalion received about two weeks’
notice of the deployment and the comPany
about seven days’ notice that we would pe
the first to deploy. Despite the Qer_enmal
-are we_going, aren’t we going?’ It was
impressive to see the Battalion switch up a
?ear 8 We were issued equipment to cater
or every climate and eventuality. Training

Devastation in the UKBG AOR.

Child with an SKS - typical in Kabul.

on the Minimi machine gun, zeroing the
new A2 rifle, issue of PRR"and introduction
to helmet-mounted nlghtvmon devices and
laser aiming devices all had to be completed
In short order. . _

After the Inevitable dela¥_s imposed by the

AF the advance party Tinally left in the
small hours of 10 March, about'a week later
than first anticipated. The advance party
consisted of the OC, Lts Moxey, Hartley
and Coleman_ang. a handful” of tearn
commanders. The flight was an experience
for usal|. The RAF C-17 pilots combined a
series of sharp, evasive moves conducted in
intch darkness which are required for a safe
anding, In an_area where a threat exists
from & man s;ttmg 0n a mountain with a
hand held anti-aircraft missile (ironically
the missile could well have beeh supplied
by us to the Mtgeh din),

After a morale-Doos mg welcome to
theatre’ chat at the APOD elllnrg us ‘don’t
touch this, don’t eat that, don’t fook at her,
don’t do this etc,” we were taken to 2 Para
Battalion HQ, situated in the north of the
city on the Jellalabad road. Most ISAF

locations are on_this MSR._in old college
buildings, factories and similar buildings. It
was surreal driving through deserted streets
lined on all sideshy mud houses and hombed
oyt buildings after 18 hours in the Interior
of the ultra-modem C-17.

After a few hours’ sleep we were moved
to our new home on Monday 11 March. We
had no time to lose ﬂD Company, 2 Para
with whom we were to conduct  reljef in
place had all but thinned out and the
remaining handful of commanders were due
to leave ‘In 24 hours), Consequently, the
remainder of the day was spent on
familiarisation patrols”and plc_km%_our
airborne counterparts” brains (which didn’t
take Ionﬁ...?! . _

Over the net few d_a}/s, the remainder of
the company filtered into Suffolk House, as
our patrol base 1s now known. Some had
more pleasurable flights than others - qne
group flew to Cyprus, then Bahrain, doubled

ack to Oman’ before fmallg flying Into
theatre, 3 mammoth f|_|g]ht 0t 24 hours! The
Paras left the base with “a little room for
improvement’. S0 now, 10 days and 400
sandbags later, Suffolk House has become
more liveable.in and deﬂmtelyrm_ore secure,
while still maintaining an old Taliban-esque
charm, including a room downstairs full of
mines an unex%loded ordnance,

Kabul isaworld away from Pirbright, thﬁ
sights, sounds and smells are alien tous, Al
the soldiers are keen to dget on patrol as
much as possible in_order to begin the
Iengthy grocess oftrxm to understand the
local geople, the country and the threats we
face. Our area (Police District 6) Is lively,
bustling and the people have welcomed s
warmly. All foot patrols are mobbed by
hundréds ofchildren and nearly all the adulfs
are keen to tell us the difference that ISAF Is
making to their lives. The scope to make a
ditference and conduct novel tasks is huge.
Patrols, be they dayll%ht framework, or night
deterrence against bandits, offer unigue
ch_aIIe\r}\ge_s for soldiers and commanders
alike. While inda |IEht hours the emphasis
15.0n selling the [SAF as a force for good, at
mght the “emphasis switches to” peace
enforcement, as Kabul remains a violent
city rife with armed gangs. The proliferation
01 AK47s emphasises the very real nature
of the threat.

Although the compan?( has only been
conducting Patrols for a [ittle over & week,
events are already movm?_ at pace, Weekly
meetings have beéen established with police
and community leaders alike. There have
been a number of initiatives set up by the
company including a football match against
a local select XI. Ofall the tasks carriéd out
thus far, one ofthe most _rewardm%has heen
glvmg out unwanted rations and mattresses
0 worthy causes in our area. A mosque,
school and an or[)hanage all received an
equal share. Ofall the needy places in Kapul,
the orphanage stands odt. 260 children
between four and seven years old are
crammed into a dilapidated building, in one
of the most devastated parts of the City. All
the children crave attention and swamped
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Above and below...members of BCompany - distributing food and mattresses

at a local orphanage.

the troops who delivered the food,
Everything we gave was gratefully accepted
and our soldiers, allowing their normally
hard exterior to crack for:a while, mage a
real impact on these otherwise desolate lives.
As acompany we have decided to focus our
aid efforton the orphanage, and the smallest
thl_n?(s_ can make areal difference: ourempty
drinking water hottles and unused puritas
are a godsend in preventing waterborne
diseases In such a confined environment,

All'in all, the company has risen to the
challenge with ease and; as we setfle into
routine, all are looking forward to the next
few months. For everyone, tis isa once in
a lifetime opportunity and it would seem
that the Fr,o esslonall?m and temperament
ofoHr soldiers 1S Ickeally sutted to our role In
Afghanistan.

Following in the Footsteps of
her Majesty’s 44th
Soldiers of Esséx Return to

Kabul

_ by Capt PJ Messenger
Hangmta; onawallinC ESfeX Com?a_n 'S
office 1 d picture ot a small group of tired,
%nm faced Victgrian re?]c?ats, standm% on

e top of a small rocky hill, surroundeq by
dead bodies of both fhe enemy and thejr
comrades. In the middle of the group stands
an officer, the Regiment’s colours wrapped
around s body, partially hidden bg/ arough
sheepskin coat. As most students of
Regimental history will know, that officer’s
name Is Capt Squter, and the I;)lcture depicts
the last stand of the 44th of Foot (the Essex

Regment&,_on 13 JanHar}/ 1842 at
Gandamack in eastern Afghanistan,
Gandamack was the last action of ong, of
the greatest disasters ever to befal| the British
Armg. Following a successtul invasion of
qu_ anistan 1n_the summer of 1839, the
British authorities never properly pacified
this traditionally beIhgerent naflon. As a
result, Inthe winter of 1842, only two years
after they had arrived, the British were forced
0) atter%t a withdrawal from the capital
Kabul. A combination of factors conspired
toensure that the withdrawal, nght from the
outset, went disastrously wrong. Most
notable ﬁmong these factor? Were gﬂor
Generalship, e ﬂ]round,_appa ling weather
and the fact that the garrison of 4,500 men
had to escort over 12,000 camp followers.
Otthis motley group of over 16,000 pegple
only one pefson, a surgeon called Capt
Brydan, was to make it to the safe_tP/ of the
British garrison at Jellalabad, 65 mifes from
Kabul, out still over 100 miles from the
securify of British India. The last stand of
the 44th at Gandamack marked the final
coherent ttempt b}/ fhe garrison to fight Its
way to safety. By this stage, the Reglment
had been reduced to only’about 120 men,
who only had two rounds left for their
muskets.” In manly ways It was a futile
g$s|%ureeﬁ émdemab y thotgh 1t was the stuff
Alr%ost every working day for the past 18
months | have looked 4t the print of
Ganoamack that hangs in the company
office. It Isone of those very evocative, and
very Imperial pictures that so reeks of
defiance and bravery aqamst all odds that
occasl_on_allfy You have Yo remind Yqurself
that itis n fact that most British of things, a
celebration of defeat. Post 11 September
2001, as British forces once again returned
to Afghanistan the picture became a catalyst
for man3/ a conversation. 'Look what
happened last time we went there!",..'Do
you think there is any chance. we will go
Sir?'..."Wouldn't 1t"be ironic 1f ESsex
Comi)any were sent to Afghanistan!”
Well viriting this as | am in a disused
ﬂ:rls_ school 1nthe western suburbs of Kabul,
e Irgny has still to desert me!
Regimental links aside, Kabul's sense of
history, both past and in the making, is
almost bewldering. Even though so much
of the city is baaly damaged, and |n some
areas totdlly destroyed, there IS plenty of
evjdence of we previous contlict ‘and
cultures that have helped to shape this
fas_cmatmq city. Most obvious is the
evidence Teft behind by the Russian
occupation. Former Soviet hardware is the
local weapons of choice, and 9|ven the
number ot armoured vehicles around the
place, it makes Kabul an AFV nerd’s
Paradlse! There are, however, more subtle
races ofthe former Russian Fresence. Many
of the more substantial reinforced concrete
buildings that have stood up bestto the recent
fighting were built during the Soviet
occupation. Remarkably many ofthem, such
8 Inadistrict called Spin Kalay, are in fact
old Russian married quarters.” Some till
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Cpl McHenry gathering intelligence on patrol

remarkably well-a Bpornted and better than
much of what the HE has to offer.

Juxtaposed to these modem examples of
Afghanistan’s past is evidence ot more
anclent hrstorrf Even the people are the
embo rmento this. Itis not unusual to see
% r(‘;an with Etfropean features, grn%er
air arfd piercing blue'eyes, The men'of
44th noticed them too, and legend has it that
they are the descendants of Alexander the
%reats Macedonian army that passed
through on its way to invade India, There
are people of Arah descent, Hazaras of Tartar
origin; some Afghans even claim to be
descendants ofthe Israelites. In many, ways
It is a confusing multi- cuIturaI e errence
but what 1S apparent is that much of what we
have seen would be familjar to the Victorjan
Brifish soldier. It is a bit of g cliche, but
vrsrtrng these vrllagD zou really do arna
sense of stePpr In time, not only
hundreds of years, but in some places
thousands ofyears Out inthese villages we
have aIread)r found what appears t0 be an
old colonial myd fort. Untortunately,
appears to be mined so hrstorrcal currosrty
nas lost out to operational prudence!

Cpl Nieves on patrol -

The Vikings

Amidst all this we are searching
desperately for evidence of the 44th’
Lookrng atmid-Victorian maps of the city,
and the comparrnrtrthemwrth modem maps
It IS easy to pinpoin exactlywheretheBrrtrsh
cantonment was in 1842 This area, which
would have been hometo the 44th, currently
lies within the German battle gB Up’s ared.
The remains of the infamous Bala Hrssar
however lies within our TAQR, Inthe area
currently patrolled by the Turkish company
that I aftached to thé battle group. It was gt
the Bala Hissar that the Tevolt, which
ultimately resulted inthe withdrawal, began,
and it wgs there that the garrison orr?rnall
contemplated moving to"before the atef
decision trf leave ™ Kabul was m%
Appropriately the new camp into whic
Battalion HQ has recently moved has been
called Cam P Souter. Aggosrtelal the camp
Iresgusto the Jellalabag road, the route
chosen for the withdrawal, and the road on
which many Brifish and,Indian soldiers and
civilians wére to lose their lives, many hefore
they had even left the city. The road is still

ea X\to ay, however Itis now the standard

hani driving rather than
marksmanshrp that poses the major threat
to Iife and limb.

Frustratingly our locally hired inter Preters
while already familiar“with the s
qutline, are ot that much use in hel Hrn% to
tie what we know into our surroundings,
The exact location of Gandamack isa case
in point. All historical evidence poins to a
location some 30 t0.45 miles east of Kabul
along the Jellalabad road. However
accordrn%to the locals such aplace does not
exist, although they do say that there is a
drstrrct%alle GandamafkabothOmrles 0]
the north west of Kaoul, and thanks to the
rnﬂexrbrlr ty of Iocal Jogic the% rnsrst this
must be I, The Britisf] got man trng
wrong in 1842, but am fairly sure that such

making new friends.



22
The Vikings

a radical geoqraphlcal embarrassment was
not one of them! Unfortunately, this
Bartlcular mystery may never be"solved

ecause what we ‘are certain about 15 that
the location of the last stand of the 44th lies
outside. ISAF’s currently mandated
houndaries. The British contingent of ISAF
researched this infamous withdrawal before
our arrival. They have also conducted a
number of battlefield tours along its route to
tne head o[}the Koord Kabul gass. It wag in
this pass that many thousands perished at
the hands ofthe Afghans. To commemorate
this massacre ISAFhas erected amonument
to the dead at the head of the pass.

The monument in the Koord Kabul
Pass.

We remain determined to try and track
down as much evidence of the'44th as we
can. Currently we are trymg to track down a
number of graves that are believed to be in
the city. AS for Gandamack we have not
given Up hope. We have the map. we have
numerous descriptions of the location, and
we even have a photograph. All we need
now is permission to go'there, So watch this
space for a reconstruction of the last stand
ofthe 44th. That Is right up to the point that
it went horribly wronig.

Life Above Kabul
by Maj AB Beart - OC Surveillance

_ Com_pan¥

The physical destruction of Kabul has turned
It into the Dresden of the late 20th Centur_Y.
The crossroads of Asia on the ancient silk
route 1s now nothing but miles of rubble.
Towering 7,3891t above sea level out from
the dustY IandscaBe below are a range of
mountains that border the city to the
northwest and then head south dividing the
city in two. Perched high on the two rocky,
Eeaks_ are the observation posts of

urveillance Compang D Cambrldgeshlre
Company). Tasked  with gathering
information on the activity of the population
below the remote Viking outposts play a
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vital role in prowqu security, freedom of
gc}mn and support to the framework patrols
glow. . .
The view from these positions is
outstanding and_no photograph can ever
replicate the clarity with which one can see
thebuildings, streets, smog and chaos below.
Theairis refreshmgly clean at this altituge,
which makes a welcome break from the
dust and pollution that exists down at street
level. To qet tothe start ofthe tortuous route
uB one ofthe mountains to theArtJIIerP/ Hill
QDServation post one has to transit through
the barracks of 99 Rocket Regiment,” a
former Taljban str_on1qhold and now a
Northern Alliance unit. The area was fought
over as recently as November 2001 and
contains a mulfitude of different bits and
pieces of military hardware rangé%from
anti-aircraft guns; rockets, BMPs, BTRs and
artillery pieces. The track Up the mountain
IS little ‘more than a donkey track and
includes some pretty hair-raising moments.
Several landslides and rockfalls have created
anumber of obstacles which result in your
vehicle being pitched over at a 60 degree
angle so the accupants are Iooklnrq down
the shear cliff, Thousands of feet below Eéou
et a brief ?Ilmpse of a burnt out BRDM
at was unfortunate enough to have gone
over the edge! _ _
The observatlon_Fosts are e_%mpped with a
multitude of surveillance devices which give
an excellent picture of what Is going on
down below. Perched in a little"cairn of
rocks and sandbags the observation post
team_take their turp on_stag. Living
conditions are primitive. The guys have
enough rations, drmkmg water and
ammunition to last a consicerable period
should they become isolated due to the
actions of forces opposed to ISAF and the

Interim Administration, _ _

_All toilet waste 15 collected in black bin
liners and is double bag e? for collection
]py thde CQMS at the res Bp y every four to
Ve days.

Cap_ty Bev Allen was tasked with
establishing another hilltop observation post
known as “Kabul Gates’ which dominates
the main arterial route out of the city towards
Kandahur. While we were conductln? the
recce to site the observation post a Tocal
military unit decicled to let nP with an antl-
aircraft gun and the focus of our attention
was immediately centred onthe valley below
as we tried to’ identify the|r,target and
reassure ourselves that it wasn’t ust At the
south of the city stands the beautiful_but
totally destroyed King’s palace, The
building is located on a large mound of earth,
which fooks north into A and B Companies
areas.

Once ave%grand bundm? itis now totally
riddled with"bUllet and shell holes making it
a war-movie maker’s dream, Following an
EOD clearance of i)art of this bullding our
next oBeranon will be o insert two onq
term observation Rost_s Into the attic. Cap
Chris. Barry, who Is_attached to the
Surveillance Company from the Poachers,
has been tasked “with conducting
reconnaissance to select future short term
observation post locations in central Kabul,
He has recentl,y,enjoe’(ed the settm(I; up and
running ofa Minimi, GPMG and pistol range
on the sanay plains to the north of the ci
which gave everyone a chance to check zero
theirweapons. As | write this we have much
work still to do. The ob,servatmn,gosts have
ademanding and risky job and it is therefore
no surprise that “the soldiers from
Surv?llllance Company are relishing every
minute!

The view from Artillery Hill OP looking southeast towards TV Hill observation

post.
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Introduction from The
Commanding Officer

Unless you're servln? itis difficult to really
grasp how busy Intantry battalions are
nowadays. Army commitments, from
Atghanistan throtigh to the Balkans and
Northern Ireland, impact on us all. Sports
afternoons, a previous reqular attraction of
ba,ttﬁllon lite, are now few and far between.
Nltg ts out of bed are high and days in the
office a luxury. Itisagainst this background
that I_mu?]t_ rﬂ)ort thatmorale inthe Battalion
remains high, , _
While all’of us envy our sister battalion’s
deserved deployment_to Kabul, we wish
them_ever){ success. The genuine feeling
here is that it could not hapPen to a nicer
bunch of p,eogle. Over the last two years the
relationship between the two battalions has
rown stronger than ever and we know that
olonel Phifip and his boys will do us all

roud.

d For us, after Christmas as the UK Stand-
by Battalion (floods, famine and foot-and-
mouth), we have had two focl. First, A and
C companies have deployed to Belize, each
for six-weeks.. On “my visits  the
Commanding Officer of the’Belizg training
organisation was extremely complimentary
about both depIoKments, quoting that in his
two years there t ﬁ){ were up there with the
best e had seen. %{Slmon Etherington’s
Company hosted HRH Prince Andréw on
one day n the jungle and, as he outstayed
his allqcated time,”he obviously was well
entertained. _

QOur second focus is our summer Northern
Ireland deployment. In Jung we become
NIBAT 4 which, in short, is GOC Northern
Ireland’s reserve, We wil] have a compan
in Omagh for six_manths supportmg d
under-strengi_th 1 PWOQ, and | expect the
whole battaljon to be in Northern' Ireland
for the marching season over the summer.
Training for fAls de_gloymen_t started, in
Fe rua& and culmimates with mission
renearsal on Stanford Training Area in May.

Inthe gaps we continue to sqlieeze in extra-
ciricular activities. The boxmg team was
beaten by the RRW_(bY one_Bout) in_the
Army Navice semi-finals in February. The
orienteering team has also begun to show
its colours winning the Army Night
champlonshlﬁs and, mare recently, taking
nome the Fifth Division Championship title.
\We have two young officers representing
the Army at’squash, and some ver
grommn Divisional-level under-21 cross-
ountry runners. _

The Battalion was stunned in February by
the tragic death of Cpl Geoffrey Towlerina
motorcycle accident. Cpl Towlér wasamuch
likedand professional mortarman. He leaves
Claire and two children who we sincerely
the to manage to reconcile their loss; we
will all miss him.

The next six months could well be as busy
as the last. Much depends on the terrorist
and public order situation in Northern

Ireland. Where we_have time we will
concentrate on recruiting, adventure training
and sport. On a personnel note | would like
to thank Col Alasaiar Wild for handing me
a Battalion in very good order whicf has
made my first few months easier than | had
enwsaRed. The whole battalion wishes him
and Annie the best for the future.

Exercise Mayan Poacher
Capt IM Chance writes: |
After a period of intensive jungle training
the final hurdle before the much-anticipated
R and R package, was the Commanding
Officers’ FTX. The five-day period was to
be the culminatjon of the basic, intermediate
and advanced Jun?Ie schools. It was
designed to confirm the training objectives
set',éungle navigation, communigations,
tactical river crossings, deliberate offensive
action (platoon and company level), pursuit
ogeratlo_ns, patrol “ambush, CTR,
observation Jaost drills, as well as route
clearance and security drills.

Unlike following the normal Genforce
scenarios, the FTX pitted the exerusmq
troo sagamst the local Estalan d_rugs carte
(EC). They operated with guerrilla tactics
and” utilised mercenaries such as Dalic
Krazdic (aka Sgt Shaw ofthe EER) to protect

their main supply rautes throughout the
Macal Valley, some 70km west of Belize
C|t¥. D|st|_nctlév dressed in olive egreen
unitorms with réd bandannas, they opérated
in training camps and distribution centres
within the'exercising troo,ﬂs AOR. Locall
hired 4x4 vehicles, Sporting a multitude of
colours, allowed the cartel to operate hjghly
mobile qun platforms, with Belize Defénce
Force (BDF) AR15 and M16 weapons, A
hoat was also utilised for transpo_rtmg their
narcotics from productjon. to distribution
centres along the Macal River. This made
the whole exgrcise extremely |_nterest|ngnand
stimulated some sound deductions fromboth
of the exercising company commanders'
estimates. o

The troops were o |n|t|all¥{_deplo to
¢rossing points on the Macal River where
they would cross tactically and set Hp
harour locations. On the way to one of the
crossing points, one of the platoons
stumbled”on g broken-lown carte| vehicle,
and inthe ensuing fire-fight anumber of the
%artel militia wefe slain.”Int Illgence taken
rom the enem%dead allowed more accurate
locations for the platoons to conduct their
area searches, 1dentitying training camps
from where observation posts could observe
the routine at each site, After some 24 hours
ofobservation, the British Ambassador (the

OC D, RSM and CO on the banks of the Macal River.

Enemy jungle camp.
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BDF, aka Estalan cartel!

Commanding Officer sporting smartcasuals
and a trilby!) was In a position to sanctjon
the usg_ofo en5|¥re action. During hhe [)enod
prece mq the offensive action, the troops
will be pleased to know that the company
he_ad(marter elementwasvwbusydeal_lng
with the_task ot planning for the“possinl
evacuation of some 40 UK n?tlon?ls,
currently margoned In the Macal Valley.
Atter stccessfully defeating the cartel at
their fraining %nes and distribution fentres
samples of all narcotics werg sealed and
sent pack to government laboratories,
allowing their Source region or country to
be_ideritified. Exloloswe charges viere
utilised to render all cartel sites viathin the
areﬁ of responsibility inoperable.

The company was soon refasked by the
ambassador 10 interdict to the east of Its
current location where the local government
forces had been heavily defeated and forced
to withdraw. Subseqien _Ig, Hlatoon-sued
amousheswere setand Intlicted heavy losses
on the already weak cartel, who had by now
extracted to thelr stronghold with a few
hostagnes. Capt Witham thought he might
have the opportunity to wander around like
gpirate |n enemz_unlfor_m d_urmog th% FTX,
this mytn was qickly dismissed as he was
placed intp a [purpose-bmlt cage along with
a BDF volunteer! _

The stage was set for the grand finale, a
company attack onto the main EC
stron(];hold. The precursor fo_such an
audaclous attack was sound Information
%amedfromcompanyrecconalssanceassets.

he Ambassador Sanctioned the attack,
allowm% the comganz_ tomoye fo a bergen
cache and info the designated FUP. After a
short wade through the Macal River in the
early hours of the moming, the comﬁan
was unleashed, qun the enémy stronghold.
Ferocmusﬁrefl% tsepsued where castialties
were pominated on both sides (the use of
casualty cards for each of the exercising
troops “allowed the casevac chain to_ be
thoroughly exercised). After a last ditch
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counter-ttack by the EC they were finally
defeated jn theirentirety. The signal for the
end of the FTX was the securing and
e%/acuatllon by helicopter from the EC
strongho -

T eg?eegback from the exercising trogps
was extremely positive and the Exercise
represented a healthy deviation from  the
normal general and special joeas ofi)rewous
exercisés, The Commanding Officer and
Maj Des O Driscoll certainly produced an
Inventive scenario which wgs doubtless an
accurate representation of issues likely to
be found In such trofﬁncal climates. It "has
certainly aided planning for Exercise Ma)(an
Wariof, the battalion Sized deployment to
Belize, next year.

Chan&go_ver of Commanding

ficers and RSMs

W01 (RSM) D Hazlewood writes:
The early part of November 2001 saw the
change in appointment for RSMs hetween

W01 (RSM) Hazlewood takes over
from W01 (RSM) Martin.

WO1 RSM P Martin and WO1 D
Hazlewood. On promotion. Capt Martin
look over as the new RCMO jn the husy
world of recruitment and retention. Having
come from the G4 world as R(?MS(M) the
hardest part of this appointment was having
t0 (Iget fo know all the new faces within the
Battalion and their history. | was amazed
how quickly individuals change around
within the Battalion Havm% beén CSM of
C Comﬁa,rv from 1998-20007here were onl
a few individuals apart from \%/_)IMomss_e :
of course, that | remember. Within the first
week there had been a number of G Lissues
that had to be dealt, with qumklsy. The
similarity between being a new RSM and
OPTAG training are immense, In_other
words everything is thrown at you within a
couple of days and then off yod go on your
own. Believe me 1t was a long week.

The preparation was now I place for the
arrival of the new Commanqu Officer Lt
Col RJ Ladley MBE who was taking over
fromLt Col AJC Wild MBE. In true Poacher
tradition Lt Col Wild was given agood send

Lt Col RJ Ladley MBE meets the ‘Poacher’, Sgt Mutch, shortly before the new

CO vowed not to be seen in The Castle!
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Lt Col AJC Wild MBE about to be pulled out of camp.

off. Having promoted 13 lance corporals on
successful comPIetmn of their INCQ cadre
he was pulled from the Warrant Ofﬁf_ers’
and Sergeants’ Mess as the Battalion lined
the route while the Corps of Drums played
the Lincolnshire Poacher for the final time.
There s g little history between the new
Commanding Officer and myselfin that our
fathers had “served together as warrant
officers some 30 years ago In the 3rd
Battalion. In addition, when'Lt Col Ladley
was OC A Company, | was his CQMS.

Life within the. Battalion has béen busy
but_enjo?{able. Like me, the Commanding
Officer has set out to g{et fo know every
soldier within the Battalion. The only
roblemwith this is, when the Commandln%

tricer is walkln? around, | get asked t
name everyone. IT's surprising how many
Smiths and Jones’s there aré within the
Battalion!

Adventure Training on

Exercise Panther Cub One
W02 (QMS]).D Evans writes: |

The adventure training phase forexercising
units on Panther Cub'is conducted on @
Caribbean island eight miles offthe coast of
Belize, called St George’s Cay, Here the
Britisn Forces Adventure Training Centre
BFATC) is based with its complément of
wo military personnel (Chieflnstructor and
Admin NCO) and several locally employed
civihians (LEC). o

Predictably” the adventure training
conducted at"St George’s Cay Is based on
water-hased achmes, for the %uraél_on of
our exercise fhese were: scuba diving,
kayaking, offshore sailing, dinghy sailing
and windsurfing. . °

The five instractors including myselfwho
had the epviable task of being located on
the island for five weeks, were Sgt King
kayaking), Sgt Gadsden, Pte Burdass
safety boat opérators) and Cpl Anderton -
4 Sig Regt (dinghy sailing). The diving
and oftshore sailing were contracted out t0
clyjlian instructors.

The company group rotated through the

island on five different loc tlon?, gach
platoon had a designated number of divers
who completed the five-day PADI Qpen
Water Dive Course. The remainder of the
soldjers conducted a multi-activity, day and
ahalf long rotation between dinghy sailing,
kayaking, offshore saﬂmg or windsurfing.
Thus, edch individual hag a taster of eac

activity and. where applicable, refreshed
grewo%sl /learned skills. Before anyone
ould begin any of the training everyone
had to pass a swimming test. This”was
normally conducted at 0630hrs on the first
morning and, despite some apprehension
from niembers of the company, everyone
came up to the required standard.

Once the activities were under way the
training week ran itself, with possible
Inferruptions for inclement weather (h|%h
wmdsg. This gave_the o portun|t¥ for the
lads t0 top up'their suntans and for those
who felt more energetic to improve their
beach volle¥btahll sKills. Howesvetr, "c:ertai(n,
members of the compan ran
Berrlgge and Cpl ‘_Robbg’ R)ébgrtg wo_ufdn't
Improve even if given the whole duration of
the exercise to practise! Another constant
observation by the groups was how the
kayakers seemed to De under water more
than the divers, certainly for the early part
ofthe course. ~ .

The, offshore sailing was a new activity
for virtually all the participants, with the
soldiers bem(r;_ mtrodélce,d o, basic famng
techniques during the day's sailing, followe
b;i an evening moored off one of the local
islands. This“gave the opportunity for the
crew to go ashore and sample the local
culture and. hospitality. Naturally, the
offshore sailing became a popular activity
for all thos% iven the _opi)ortunlty 10
participate. The'week culminated in a series
of dives for the sub aqua people and a
triathlon competition myo_lvln% the skills
learned on the multi-activities throughout
the week. Nofable achievements from this
contest were from Cpl "Dick”Elliot's crew,
who set the most impressive time.

The majo_rlt% of the company group
enjoyed their break from the jungle and
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found how enjoyable and fulfilling
adventure training ¢an be, given the perfect
weather conditions and environment to
pursue the activities. A special thanks should
?o to the civilian nstructors at BFATC, the
wo dive |Estruct0rs Tim and Mike and the
offshore skipper, Steve.

_Tthe tBat alion 1s _arl]wayts shoatf_of
instructors...anyone wishing'to spend five
weeks on a Caribbean _|sl_a%d 3Br|n_g the
Battalion adventure training exercise In
ZOOF should seek the relevzant co%rses and
qualifications In the next 12 months.

Exercise Appalachian
Dragon

W02 (QMSI) D Evans writes:
Exercise Appalachian Dragon was a
trek_km(i eerdmo_n_ln the Shenandoah
National Park, Virginia USA. The exercise
was organised by~Capt Simgn Otter and
¢om é)nsed 100ther members ofthe Battalion
(D Company) plus one Scots Guard, Cpl
Tommo' Thomson (JSMEL). _

The aim of the expedition WiiS to hike the
Ien%h ofthe Appalachian Trail (AT) within
the National Park and to scale Some of the
major peaks. In total we would spend 12
days walklng the trail, with the remamln%
time spent 1n Washington DC. expeqitio

dates running from 9 {o 26 October 2001,

Our departure from the UK went smoothl
courtesy of Virgin Atlantic, on arrival 4t
Dullas” airport "Washington, the group
managed to¢ram themselves infotwo peoPIe
carrigrs - for our J,ourney to. the
accommodation at FlendShIf) Heights
Washington. We were pleasantly surprised
at the Standard of accommodation we
encountered at the Embassy. Suites, large
four-man_rooms with en-siiite bathyoom
satellite TV and a fitngss room and pool
within the complex, _

We had a day and half in Washington to
sort out some admin, purchase food Tor the
trek and to do some sightseeing, before we
departed by 15 seater mini-bus for the two-
houy journex to the NationaJ Park. Before
we left town we stopped off at an outaoor
pursuits store to purchiase some fuel for our
cookers. |t was here that we discovered that
the 1ssued gas stoves we were carrying were
Incompatible with the American gas
canisters on sale, The tgroup proceeded to
purchase a number of small jelly stoves
which, as we discovered. Iaéer, were very
slow to heat the water required for the rations
we had purchased earlier, this became a
constant frustration for the majority of the

roup.
gOn%e we arrived at the National park our
driver dropped us off at Compton’s GaF in
the northerp fsectlon and before depar mg
was given Informaton about the time an
location of our plck-uP_ In 12 days’ time.
The trek would be split intg thrée stages
taking inthe Northern. Central and Southém
sections of the park, each stage taking three
to_four days to complete.

The ided for the first couple of days was
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Exercise Appalachian Dragon...from left (back): Re Shaw, Pte Bryl, Sgt Baker, Cpl Oldenburg,W02 Evans, Pte Keeton.

Front: Pte Denton, Pte Green, Pte Tipling, Pte Farrow, Capt Otter, Cpl Thomson.

for individuals to become accustomed to
carrying theiy bergens for long periods and
devélo adall%/ rout|r]e. W seﬁ ourselves a
challe glng eight miles of wa kmg to our
destination for the firstnight’s stay at Gravel
Springs Hut. After fodr hours of prisk
walking by the grun we reached our
e o )
| U
prowdeds ang ma|nta|r¥e(§ by the Potomac
AT Club. The word hut 1s a_sh%ht
exaggeration, the wooden construction has
anopen frontwith araised section insicle for
slee mg,dunnﬂthfnl htsmallﬁnlmalsand
rodents roam freely between the slee mg
occupants. After anearly start on the secon
day we arrived at odr destination, the
Mathews Arms _camf)ground, within a few
hours. After P'tCh ng our tents on the
de5|ganated lot, there Was the oHportunlty
to walk to the camp store to purchase some
provisions. The one drawback was that the
Store was two miles down the road. WT
found this to be a common feature with,al
the large campgrounds, with sites catering
for the motorist rather than the hiker. As the
weekend city folk flock into the park on a
Friday evening, the size of some of the
mopile camperhomes are quite aﬁtovndmg,
and 4xas are as common as Vauxhall Astras

Inthe UK.

The mid fall (autumn) period is one of the
busiest In the park, when tourists come into
the park to see the changing of the leaves
gcolour). Qur tret throlight the northern
ection’of the park went Tairly smoatnly,
ng1 ﬁrrly]m gt Pass Mountain hut at the
end of the third, day. _

By this stage it was apparent that the trail

would offer uneventful views, due to the
dense forestthat_wewereconstantly_fmdln%
ourselves weaving through following th
AT. On more thart one occasion the words

Blair Witch’ were used to describe various
areas encountered on the trail. Our glimpses
of scenery had to be made from the overlooks
Posmo,nedforthemotorveh!cle users, every
ew miles ann? Skyline drive. During tfie
first phase the group saw several deer within
the woods and a black bear and her cubs,
which disappeared rapidly once the mother
had spotted LS.

The trek thro%gh the central part of the
park begins at Thornton Gap, where a large
cafeteria called the Panorama can be found.
Atter having our fil| of the American
preakfast on-offer and with our stomachs
full of coffee, we began the next day’s
walking with the first of several climbs of
the day up to Mary’s Rack 3,514ft, at this
peak We were ablé to witness an excellent
panoramic view of the park. However,
shortly after leaving the peak the weather
turne forthe worse, with constant rain ﬁnd
drizzle falling. The remaining 10 miles
covered that day were hard going, with the
trail contouring along a hlgh fidge and
eventuaI%/ taking in the summit of Hawksbill
at 4,050, the highest peak In the park. We
eventually arrivéd at Rock Spring hut late
In the afternoon and we were all very wet
and tired. Tents were erected quickly and a
hot meal and drink were consumed before
settling down for a tgood night’s rest. We
made a sllﬁhtly afer start™than normal
(0900hrs) the rext morning to begin the
short hike to Big Meadows campground.
One of the best equipped campgrounds in

the park the lads treated themselves to
showers an IaundrY acilities, as well as
being able to retreat to the Tap Room in the
evening to have a beer and’ listen to the
local country and western singer. A rest
day was programmed in for thé foIIowmg
day, with members of the group able to.d
some personal admin and anZ rwmm
repairs required to their teet. A Small tea
however, did venture out onto a day walk
to Lewis Spring Falls. The waterfall'is 80ft
high and whep in ull flow W(H,ﬂd be a
spectacular sqht. Unfortunately, due to the
lack of rainfall the previous months, the
faIIwasameretnckleontheda){wewsned.
We left the halfway paint of the trek on a
cold crisp mornirig’ for our . intended
destinatjon of Bearferice hut, Taking aslight
detour the group negotiated the BEarferice
mountain Scramblé, where one or two
members of the grou_;f showed_ signs of
Increased anxiety while traversing along
this small ridge. Once past the scramble we
decided to thsh on_theextracmdPIeofmnes
to Lewis Mountain campground for the
mght._ By this sta?e of the frek we had
establishied the best method of cooking our
food was to use the fireplaces provided in
the campgroun_ds (hot dogs hecame a
popular alternative to noodles and pasta).
ur night’s stay at Lewis Mountain was
thecoldestﬁet,wlth temperatures dropping
to-6C. We hastily packed our tents awaK in
the morning and headed for the camp shop
fo purchase several cups of coffee and to
heat qur pop-tarts In the microwave, which
on reflection, actually taste nicer cold. The
daly’swalkm togk Ufto H|ght p Mountain
Ht, where the final approach’ takes in a
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steep 500ftclimb. All members ofthe group
were feeling particularly tired from theday’s
walking and were reliéved to have crossed
Into the'southern section of the park before
arnvmg at Hightop. It was anotner clear
warm day for'the next day’s trek to Loft
Mountain cam,pglround,. WE covered the 12
miles In relativély quick time and on our
arnval were aple to stop at the Wayside
cafeteria for a late lunch. Each member of
the group consumed the now customary
American burger with fries, before walknz]g
the final mile and half into the campground’

Atter a long scouting mission around the
camp ground, the party finally located Capt
Qtter and Cpl Thomson, who had alreagy
pitched their tent on a shabby looking site
some distance from the other camp Users,
where they had apparently been directed to,
by the camp warden. Again the cam pgrounds
are desm|](|;ned for the motorised Visitor to the
park, with showers and laundry facilities
over a kilometre away. During the evening
ﬁfterameal of hot dogs and Bud light, we

elped a couple erect their tent on a gnch n
our location. After we had retired'to bed
around midnight the vmth pair of
backpackers decided to staz up through out
the night making as myc ise, & thez
could” It wasn’t until _CP Thomso
eventuall o_ve_réur_ned their ent_$W|th the
couple still insice 1t), that the pair became
silent, Unfortunately, by this time It was
time for us all to rise for the next day’s trek
to Black Rock Mountain Hut. _

The day’s walk was uneventful with us
arriving “at our destmaﬂﬂn aroupd mjd
atterngon, with, the weather particularly
warm (80F), giving CHI Fred Oldenburg the
onortumty to_toR up his tan once more: All
of the party pitched their tents, as we had
been pre-warned of the various rodents that
were occupying the Mountain hut. Again, it
Belng the Kvﬁekend,_thetﬂut w%s parttlc?(Il?_rIy
usy, one hiker passing through was trekkin
theYNhoFe ofthg Appglachla% Trail and hag
started some three months previously. The
hiker told us how he had been slowed up
slightly when he had broken his ankle a
cotplé of months back, but after atew days’
$st l2/\/),313 back on the trail, (those crazy

anks).

\We were ug and ready for the next _dar's
trek before the Americans residing in the
Mountain hut hﬁd risen. During thése final
days of the trek the rations carried were
down to the bare minimum. Pte Daz Shaw
found this ever-decreasing amount of food
unbearable and on several occasions would
be seen lortering around group members in
the hape of recéiving some morsel of food.
Againahot day made the 12-mile stretch to
Calf Mountain'hut somewhat tiresome with
us arrtving around mid afternoon, On route
St Mick™Baker and Cpl Fred Oldenbur%
had helped an American walker who ha
damaged her ankle and was being carried
down the path by her friends, immobilising
the victim's leg with an inflatable splint,

The final day's trek took us to a location
near Rock Fisfi Gap. where we had arranged
our pick-upwith our driver Mr George. Once

the drjver had arrived some three hours later
than the time we had agreed, we eventually
negotiated a price for Qur return Aourney {0
the’ Embassy Suites In Washington, “via
McDonalds.

Trammg for
Northern [reland
The Battalion is now well into itspre NIBAT
4 training, which started n December las
ear. From December to I\_/Iarfh da series of
ndividual _courses, Including the
Intelligence Platoon course, search Courses
and dnvertramm? alltook Pla e. The formal
‘In barracks' training started on 4 March
with the OPTAG presentation, with the
tactics course the week after. _
Twenty-five members of the Battalion
deqloye for a _two-draIX visif to Northern
Irefand. The junior conimanders spent two
days on operations with 1PWO in'Qmagh
while the"senior commanders carried out
two _da%/s military tourism around the
Province,
_ Collective training at CP'TA and STANTA
isdue to start soon, With the emphasis Fl,aced
on public order drills ana rural patrolling.

W02 Phillpot CSM B Company writes:
Well yet a%am }he Battalion If Rrep ring for
another tour of Northern Ireland, this Time
inJune. What does this mean? Well it means
certain criterig of training and capabilities
have to be met before we deploy. So training
started early for Northern Ifeland, as in
before Christmas 2001. However, my
Involvement didnt start until the New Year.
The battalion's requirement was to have
all arms search teams (AAST) from each
comPany deEIo mg. This meant a
requiremient for thé battalion to have a unit
search co-ordinator (USC), and each
com ang to have a unit_search advisor
US 3 0.0n 6 January 2002 off went the
co-ordinator and the USAS to learn their
parts down in Chatham Kent. A two-week
c?urse on ?earch technl(}ues and then the
Pannlrg]g ot search operations. The course
ocusedon the paperwork legalities and the
planning of all types of search, from area
search 0 venue Searches.
With that done and dusted a two-week
break was taken before we deployed back
omin to 8hatham this tlrne edch USA
eployed down to Kent with their AAST.
Another two-weeks but this time the course
was si)ht_wnh the AASTS (I;om Into depth
onall their search equipment andtechniques,
while the USAS went throu?_h an Intensive
number of planning observation postss, All
this was done In the first week so that both
courses could join up for the second week
to be tested from start to finish. Each team
was tested on all aspects and all types of
search. Each team had to Rass all phases to
achieve a pass over the whole course. This
now done meansthe battalion has the correct
teams to deploy, but constant training and
reqular assessnients must continue to ensure
that the Poachers deploy qualified and up to
speed. Roll on June.

The Poachers

B Company Civpop and
RDAA¥ ,Tasﬁs_

Maj JCJ Wright writes:
Reqular Army Assistance Tasks (RAAT)
are” part of the ferritory for a light role
Battalion based in the UK and one of the
largest commitments 1S to provide the
civilian population (Civpop) and permanent
range team (PRT{ for units conducting their

re-Geployment training for operations at

PTA'and Stanta. In January the task fell Ao
B Company to provide support to 42 Cdo
RM. For many in the company this was the
second Clvpog tasking In less than a year
and yet another return'to CPTA follgwing
Erewous Northern Ireland training in the

ummer of 2001.

Despite this the company was remarkably
upbeat about the task. Perhaps It was the
opportunity to get away from Chepstow and
the guard dutiés, the Chance to eat burgers
fo excess, have a few beers or maybe to
have adig at the Marines in the public order
EXEICISES, _

Our task in the village at L¥dd was. to
establish a typical pattérn of lite in which
the Marines hased 1n a security force hase
could conduct their gperations around. All
of us had to adopt aliases and most played
law-abiding citizens, such as postmen, road
sweepers, milkmen, ambulancemen and
even a tramp; a role for which LCpl Davis
was Perfectly suited. Within this normal(?)
nearly all-male souetg were placed a few
active terrorists and political activists, also
played by members of the company, who
waged & ballot box and bullet campaign
against the Crown Forces. Does this sound
famifiar? A four-woman team was attached
to add to realism. All of us were housed in
the wllage Itself for the full two weeks.
_Despite sqme of the contmwtry
inaccuracies ofatypical village somewhere
In the far north west of the British Isles the
company did very well to provide an
excellerit training” environment for the
Marines. This was because theY have
undergone this t}/pe of deployment training
frequently over the past two'years and this
experience has allowed theni to gauge the
correct response by civilians fora nimber
ofmmdentsh. _

The Poachers had to provide the PRT of
about 20 of a wide range of ranks with
various range qualifications. This was guite
a commitnient for the Battalion as the C
Company: group W?re in Be||ze. AILreports
from 42 Cdo were favourable and the team
under Capt Mark Dingle’s control, provided
a worthwhile and excmngc gacka e.

The final phase of the commitment was
based at Stanta near Thetford. where the
Marines were_tested on their tramlnq
received in CPTA, The trammg Was rurd
operation hased with an element of public
order incidents included. For the Civpop
this was qur busiest time as incidents were
provided for three Royal Marines companies
over the five-day period and not just the
one, A(%reat deal’of driving was required to
deliverthe Civpop to their'locations before
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incidents went ahead. APam the company
was praised, quite rightly for the realism
and su%)ort as Well as beirig the first Civpop
never to have any vehicle accidents,

Some may consider the RAAT as time out
from training; however inthis ca%e everyone
Involved received a qood refresher prior to
starting our own Nofthern Ireland training,

Despite all this | (ian safely say members of

B Company are looking Torward to_being
the exercising troops on"our next visit.

D (Sp) Company

After a more relaxing. Christms than last
%/ear in Belfast, D (IS_p) Company retumead
0a frantic day oractivity in barracks before
the Mortar anid Milan Pfatoons deployed as
Bart of the C Compan ?roup %n Ef<er0|se

anther Cub One In Befize. The platoons
benefited greatly from training inanew and
challenging environment. “The Mortar
Platoon” managed to practise . aural
ad#ustmentofﬁre|nanareéofV|rg|nAu\r,1\}1lT,
a fare opp_ortunllgl Indeed. Aftér & well-
earned period of R and R we briefly met up
with our Recce Platoon who were Inbound
with the A Company Group on Exercise
Panther Cub Two. This isthe second time in
anyE%E_tréat the Recce Platoon has exercised
In Belize,

Upon return to Chepstow our attention
turned to our forthcoming Northern Irfland
tour - Belize to Belfast, |s%u1t_e amental leap
formastofus! A battalion initiative toreduce
manning turbulence has resulted in an
adhj_ustment tothe D SSE)J Company Orbat,
This realignment should reduce the need
for personnel to be posted 1n or out of the
company for Northern Ireland commitments
and promote tabﬂny. N

As our Northern Ifeland training gathers
apace, we look forward to the returnof Recce

latoon from their s%tljrn in the jungle and
say goodb?/e to CSM Ricky Dunn who
moves.on {0 a new post at CUQTC. We
wish him well and thank him for all his hard
work with the company.

CASTLE

Pte Wood, Mortar Platoon.

River crossing. Milan Platoon get their feet wet, Cpl Woods, LCpl Potter, LCpl
Auckland and Pte Bryl, Belize January 2002.

Mortar Platoon - aural adjustment of fire - Ptes Brown, Harrison and Tipling,

Belize, January 2002.

Pte Bryl meets his supper!
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Fishing in Belize
Capt FA Ralph writes;
When you hear that you are deploying on
Exercise Panther Cub 01/02 tothe Caribbean
for the worst part of our winter (ie just after
Christmas and the New. Year) no-one could
blame P/OU It your mind drdfted fowards
thoughts of a palm tree clad sandy Caye
surrounded by a warm calm sea and a beer
Inyour hand:..all right - a few beers!
fell, not wantmg () _d|sapﬁ0|nt you, |
decided to write about #u_st that, In" other
words how the other haltljved...you know
the REMFs, those unsung nerogs who were
stuck ‘on the coast at least four hours’ drive
east of ne J[ungje In Price Barracks (Airport
Camp for the “old sweats alon? with' the
entire Belizean mosquito population.

Once all the work had been completed, of
course, 1 had to ?ome Fp with some way of
reducmlg the alcohol "consumption...so
naturally 1 came UP' with the _idea_ of
challenging the, British Army Training
?_um)ort nit Belize (Batsub) to an off-shore
IShing competition. ,
.Didyou know that off the coast of Belize
lies the Ion%es,t living coral reef in the world
and, as such, it supports a large and varied
gopulaﬂo_nofman different species offish?

0, having made a few phone calls,
nerqonated a price, a dale was set, teams
selected and off we went with sun cream,
hatsand ot course a cooler full of cold ones,
which onId,aIways remain close at himd.

Clearly the 'Batstb Boys' saw themselves
as the natural favourites, as they knew the
waters, what they had not taken into account
was the Poachiers secret weapon - CFl
Gortex' Tumer -who would prove not on K
to be the Poachers answer to Bo
Nudd..(who?)..but  the overall
competition winher, ,

After a dublous start, which saw the
‘favourites' taking all of the best tackle and
the boats Setting off in a gale force eight
breeze, closely su?pored by a mini
monsoon, things started to improve, with

The Poachers

The author, Capt Felix Ralph, with 12Ib barracuda.

the ‘nodders' boat, (a term used to describe
a novice angler) starting to catch fish
steadily, r,angmrq from small barracuda
yellow tails,” bfue fins, grunts and red
Snappers from inside the Teef, where the
waters were much calmer, =~

My team on the other hand decided to ‘qo
for gold' and fish the much deeper and
rougher waters beyond the reef with less
luck. We did. however, manage to catch a
few good fish after we dropPed the Master
Chef] SS% Mick Barry, off on ’GouPhs
Caye' ashe was complaining of feeling
seasick...nothing to do with the fact that a
Russian dance troupe ofsome 151adles were
sun bathing naked on that particular Caye

m sure!
Cp? ‘Blister face' Bannon had a quieter
day than usual by catching the day’s bait

Gough's Caye, one of the many small atolls that link the reef.

Cpl Turner with a 10Ib red snapper,
the winning fish of the day.
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fish and of course the sun, unlike the doctor
Maj Andrew Baker, who caught a string of
barracuda in the /-91bregion; | managed ?
mgalslpc/klﬂ pounder...sommie people have al

At the end of a very wef and wmd)r et
fantastic day, which pfoved tobe a lotcloser
than onglnaIIY thoudht, with the favourites
ending gp In third.place, second plage my
team andaresounding win for the ‘nodders
who ?]Iso caught Ahe best fish of the day
(which was judge b\/Nwel ht according to
spemescomparlsong. ell done the nodders
who were_rewarded with the coveted
Barracuda Tro hg and T-shirts to match,

It Is hoped t0 drganise a Battalion-level
event during Exercise MaYan Warrior In
earI%ZOOS, in which we will h_opefullzvsee
the Commanding Otficer leading the way!
Lastl¥, | would"Tike to thank the Batsti
staffor supplying the rods and tackle and
for being so'gracious in defeat.

Orienteering
As one of the Battalion’s main sports, the
Poachers Or;entee_rmg team has been as
activeas Pos_slble this stason, footand mouth
and NI trajnin aIIowmg. The Battalion
Championship Was held Tn October 2001,
based on qh arms Relay sttyl(i event. The
championship was based af platoon-level
\Blllth Q Company 1 winning and Recce
atoon as runners up.

The Poachers ther? took on the task of
providing the admin forthe three-cay Army
nwhtan shﬁtonenteerm?chamglonshlps.
This was held in the Forest of Dean In eatly
February. The first day was planned by Mg
Vincentand held on Caerwenttraining area.
The Army mqht championships were held
on day two with a Battalion ﬁa co swtmq
of M {Vmcent, Ma) Bushell (AGC), Cap
Beighton, W02 Beswick, Sqt umner, and
coming third inthe major units competition.

In March the Battaljon team took part in
the Fifth D|V|5|on_Champ|0nsh|Rs, while
on the %Rta Tactics Course, achieving a
respectable Funners-up position.

ne team is looking forward to the Army
Championships, which take place during
pre-deployment leave in May.

Visit of the Regimental
Assoclations

to Beachley Barracks
11-12 September 2001

| vas Cenlnely Golgmed 0 e g

was gentinely delighted to be given
respons%]bility ?o¥runniﬂ this visitas 1 had
onlg real!g come across the Beds %nd Herts
Association during my time in the TA at
Hertford, Hemel and” Dunstable, so this
Er,owded a_great olr_)portunlty tQ megt the

incolnshires, Leicestershires and
Northamptonshires, What | hadn’t realised
at first was how many there were and when
I finally totted up the numbers, there were
well over 100 members visiting over the
twodays. .

| wasn’t certain, at first, if we would be
able to provide enough accommodation, let
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alone find enou%h soldiers, during a very
bugy period for the Battalion, to man stands
and help with administrative arrangements.
However, all the companies rallied round
and supported this event admirably.

Just under half of the total number of
Association_members arrived during the
afternoon of Tuesday 11 September (4 date
0. be remembered for other reasoHs) and
Initially there was a concern that the visit
would"have,to be cancelled owing to the
Battalion going toone hour’snatice fo move.
Having greeted the visitors | then had to
explain that they might be left somewnhat to

their own devices if we had to move out
True to form they respondeq that they were
quite capable of looking after theniselves
and some even volunteeréd tocook breakfast
and man the front gate!” Fortunately, the
exPected callout did not occur and we were
able to commence, the visit with a curry
supper courtesy of the Warrant Officers
ang Se&geants_ Mess. _

The Association members admirably
demonstrated their capacity lor somahsmﬂ
and a busy and noisy Méss regalea wit
tales from’yesteryear As closing time for
the bar approachied the more industrious
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members carried out some clever IPB and
found out that A Company was having its
farewell party for the OC in the Corporals’

£ss,

An invitation was duly given and accepted
and festivities carried on. One bedrar%%Ied
W02 was heard to ask ong of the mermbers
If he could possibly consider going to bed
as It was dam!

The new day dawned and after a welcome
breakfast thé overnight aHende_es visited
Chepstow Castle prior to the arrival of the
remainder ofthe Party. This isan jmpressive
monumentand all ofus were left in no doubt
about the |mé)ortance of Chepstow I days
gone by. Once all were assembled, after an
initial welcome and presentation about the
Battalion and Its rqle, everyone then visited
a series of stands in a round robin fashion,
withashort break for lunch in the Officers

SS.

Essentjally there were four main stands
comanmg atour ofthe camp, the roles of
the Battalion, a support weapons display
?nd achance to experience the small arms
rainer.

The tour ofthe camp presented the chance
for a cogw?_anson b%tween todag/’s
accommodation and that ot the past.
Certainly many were impressed with the
four-man rooms and the way in which
soldiers made their bedspace 4 little piece
of ‘home’, There was also a chance to look
closely at the range of vehicles now held in
the Bdttalion anddiscuss them with the MT

Platoon.

The roles of the Battalion stand %ave, us an
opBo_rtumty to show such current skills as
gu lic order training (ably demonstrated by

gt Marshallsay and’ his multiple), jungle
Bﬂtml (@ joint effort by Cpls pray and

denburg and their sections) and a display
ofourcommumcanonsegmpment(naturally
handled by the Signals Platoon).

) Company put on a very
comprehénsive display of the weapons and
equipment of the Milan. Recce and Mortar
platoons. Great attention was paid to_some
of the technical equipment now available,
parﬂcularlY the _mpht vision devices. There
wasalsoa lot of inferest in the more personal
as[g_ects of soldiers’ kit. _

inally, W02 Philpott rana very enjoyable
small arms trainer package, which gave a
Very good |n5|?ht into the effectiveness of
this Very usefu tra_lnln(I; aid.

Finally, it was time To bid farewell and
aftera tea break in the Sergeants’ Mess, the
Associations departed intheir various forms
of fransport, o

For us, as a Battalion, it was a great
opportunity to retain that important link with
ourancestor Regiments and learn something
from the past. Also it gave us a chance t0
pay back, In some way, the hard work and
supPo_rt that the Associations provide to the
Battalion. .

\We hope that all the Association members

S&Hﬂyae‘%e‘eﬂ?ﬁpvtﬁéﬁﬂg A el
of the Batta

lon are mamtammlg the high
standards set by them in the past.

Maj NMP Brown chats to one of the
members.

The Poachers

A member makes light work of a
modern pack!
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Drums Platoon at Lincoln Cathedral.

The Corps of Drums
Drum Maj S Huggins writes:
It has been a very busy time for th(i Poachers
Corps of Dfums, The Dbalance of

conventrongl XErCISes, ar]d RAAT r]as
outweighea the musical and public
enga%emerh srd of life for the Ifrst few

man Were Invo ved In

e( gatoo
Exercise Lark Song, which saw the platoon
in Denmark exercrfmg next to & Danish
armoured mfant%/ JJ atoon, AfterChrritma
the platoon moved to Lydd ( evrae
and then Stanta as Civpo R srstngg
Comman 0In Preparatr n for their fliture
deploy mentto he Province.
However there has heen astg
ofen% r%;ementsthatha assiste }h pla
In mantaining Its hrfq musical stan ard
The main eventoflas year was the Lincoln
Christmas Mar etﬁ Decembe? T |s
was the fourth year that the Poachers Corps
of Drums hgs su lied musical SH ort o
the event and asever, was supporte arm%/
hy the locals and quests of drhe marke
ecial thanks this year shoul 90 to Ca A
John Lee (Area Regimental Secretary) a
Sgt Chris Headland {ACIO Lincoln) for their
assistance In or anrsrnﬁ a very bus
schedule Not forgetting the Commandin
|cer and germanent staff of the Lincolp
Centre for their support with
accommodatron and admrnrstratron
Performances for the Market, ACFLincolp,
Lincoln Old Comrades and the Lincoln

CASTLE

grmental Museum were all wel| received
:issrste In the aim of raising. the
Batta lon’sprofile and support to recrtiting
activities in the area.
At present, the platoon is_facin the
challenge of moving from B Company
HQ Com any. The re-role will see the
Dru latoon a% the C?mmandrn
Officer’s reserve for the orthcomrn%
NIBAT 4 commitment, manoguvre suppor
[atoon for the converltronal orbat and a
ore Pro -active musical commitmentto the
Batta on 'S PR and recrurtment actrvrtres
latoon can look forward to, their

|nvoI ementwr ththe NIBAT 4 commitment
and a very busy summer programme of
musical engagements.

Exercise Cambrian Patrol
Maj JCJ Wright writes:
Not just_another RAAT task, hut the
opportunity not to shave, wear and carry
foreign uritforms and weapons. Thrs was
how_ it was sold. WHhilst not\r{] Iy
convrnced B Company didembrace the rofe
FOR for Exercise Cambrian Patrol
2001 wrth more enthusiasm than two weeks
of pﬁrmanent range team tasks at Lydd and

or those not aware Exercise Cambrran
Patrol 15, as the nz1mes ests a{)atros
exercise in Mid-Wales cov gnabou hokm
of ditficult terrain over a 48-hour period,
The patrol includes a variety of tests of
military skillsthat the eight-man (orwoman)

LCpl Wooley wins the beard growing competition!
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team has to undertake. The teams are not
officially in competition with one another,
but gre awarded gold, silver, bronze or a
certificate depending on the success of the
gatro!]., However, there is a %reai deal of
redibilify for a unitreceiving %_odmed_al,
sothere i anelement of competition, which
15.3 good thing, o

The task Tor'B Comgany in detail was to
Fro_vlde anOpforas well asafrienaly forces
raining camp in the mountains nofth west
of the Senngbnd e training area, d;nmd
assistance to an attack and NBC stand on
the training area ifself. Itbecame quite clear
that the task Itself was relatively smgle out
that the support necessary o keep the
company In some comfort I the mountains
for two weeks WFS not. My CQMS, CSgt
Kyffin, as he reqularly mace’ me Understan
likened the work and the stores required
equal to that in Sierra Leone in 2000, The
company had five seParate locations all very
remote away from the comfort of Orange
and Cellnet'mobile telephone signals; two
enem?/, two fnendIY training.camps and one
rear ocatjon on the training area were
established. _ N

The maineffort was Ho be with the trainin
campswhere the patrols were tested on the
P_atro_l reports, orders, signals, armoured

ighting vehicle recognition, first aid and
setting up of a trip flare. Company
headquarters was co-located with anenemy
position and a repro and was fortunate
enough to be sited in a youth hostel that the
ExerCise Cambrian Patrol staff managed to
ac%uwe for the duration. This provied a
good base from which to work.

The company had three days to set up
camp, rehearsé and get into the routine of
work. This went smoothly and everyone
was warm and dry whenever they managed
to get some sleep: The first phasg of patrols,
23 nall, were TA or from the OTC an as
ex_EJected were of mixed ability. A few
withdrew prior_to arrlvmq at the training
camp (about 25km from the start). Some
looked very sorry for themselves whereas

Cambrian Patr October 2001

others, mostnotably the OTCs, looked keen
and motivated. _

The next five phases over five days were
for the Regular Army and foreign teams to
attempt thé course. As with the part timers
there 'was a mixed balg, some Clearly not
Pre ared or used to sych an event and others
hat looked very good. The Poachersentered
a_team from each Company, C received a
silver, A and D were awarded acerHﬁgate
and sadly the B Company team had_to
withdraw. We shall be back next year! But
for us, ag the RAAT c?mﬁlana/, the work
continued as well as welcomed visits from
the Commanding Officer and the Comd 160
(W) Bde. By fhe end of the week the
com _anY had' dealt with 128 teams.and as
the final patrols passed each location the
extraction plan took effect.

This RAAT task culminated in the heard
competition, Prizes were to be awarded for
the most hirsute and smoothest soldier.
Young Pte Hassle won the ‘bumfluff award
and he promised he didn’t shave. LCpl
Gibson managed to prove that he had the
best heard. Inreflection the sales ﬁltch_ Was
truthful, this was a RAAT task with a
difference and was preferable to many others
that are likely to come our way in thé future.
However, once a career Is eriough.

B company on exercise in Denmark, December 2001.

The Poachers

Army Inter-Unit Grade 3
Novicé Boxing Competition

2001/2002 _
After a successful inter-company boxmg
competition during which B Company too
th? honours a?am, the Battalion team was
selected and formed UP In October 2001,
for the Poachers to enter the Army Inter-
Unit Grade 3 Novice Boxm% Competition
2001/02. Afterfalling foul atthe semi finals
stage two years in Succession the phrase
third time lucky seemed to spring to'mind.

The team was selected from the inter-
company.competition along, with some
veterans from past seasons, trajning started
%J_n?]er Cpls Groom ana Sherrin, The first
9| toflt % Season vtv_as%xpectetgito tﬁe against

u egiment in December - however
afterJO M dra%/ was announced, they pulled
out before apunch was thrown, After a few
hundred phone calls a new opponent was
found In the form of 27 RLC, 23 Pnr
Regiment and some of the younger boxers
from the Army team, the first fight was to
be in Aldershot with the return” match In
Chepstow prior to the Christinas break.

Pte Allatt.
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Poachers boxing team 2002.

Both teams gained a great deal of
experjence from both encouriters with some
excellent gerfo_rmances from all the boxers,
the Poachers winning four out of nine fights
in Aldershot, and aided hy the ever-vocal
sumorters of the Poachers hoxing team
managed to shave eight out of 11 fights at
nomeIn Chepstow. =
_Aft?_r Christmas, trammg for the quarter
final Tightagainst LRHA started with some
long sweat runs to remove the extra bellies
and the remaining turkey. After a ruellmg
two-week training periqd the_fut;h_t as hel
on 10 January at iome. The first fight of the
gvening at bantamwehght was Pte Allatt SB
Company) who produced a devastating

Cpl Hardy v Pte Heally 1IRRW.
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performance winning by a stop arqe' the produced the performance of his season to
econd f|ghtofthee enlnq was Cpl Hume ~ out pomtastront{; opponent mgtoe-to-toe
B Company) at teatherweight who lost &/ three round contest. At light-heavy, Cpl
a close majority decision after three hard-  Hardy §B Company) proved too strong and
fou_%ht rounds. With the standard ?et Dmr clever orh|so’onnent, stopping him inthe
Reid (B Company) was_ eventually out-  second round. extatheavywm htwas Cpl
Pomted after agood technical contest. With - David (TB Company) who after anard three-
he Poachers Z-1 down next n a light-  round fight found that the decision went
welterweight was Cpl Gillespie f(C against im. With the score now at 4-4 all
Company) who produced a ﬁower ul  the pressure fell on Pte Conroy's shoulders
performaice to beat his opponent very — at welter-weight, who after an aggressive
convmcmglg. three-round Contest, during which both
After the Dreak Pte Lyons (B Company)  hoxersshowed aggression, power and a great
lost on points to the 1RHA boxer aftera  deal of durability; Pte Conroy was awarded
nar -fougeht three-round contest, Next inat  aunanimous points decision for the Poachers
middleweight Pte Martin (B Company)  to win 5-4 on the night. The judges voted

Pte Mason v Pte Mullins 1RRW.
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Cpl Gillespie v Pte Haddock 1RRW.

Cpl Gillespie best boxer of the evening and
Cpl Hume was best runner-up.

After atwo-week break the team reformed
ready to start tramm? for the semi-final f|gzht
against | RRW, which was to be held on’21

ebruary in Chepstow. Yet again both Cpl
Groom“and Cpl Sherrin took the team
through a rigorous training routine to gel
them It the best [1)%53|ble shape. First ug
on the night again at bantamwelght was Pt
Allatt who gave 110 per cent throughout a
bloody thrée-round contest. The Teferee
eventtally stopped the flght in the tail end
of the third round due to Pte AIIatt_havmg a
broken nose. Next, at featherweight, Pte
Ma_slon once a amhproved hlst ab_{th by
easily qui-poinfing his opponent with Some
h_eaV? ?ef[l %OOKS gnd _cIeP\Per, movement. At
lightweight Cpl Gillespie once again
produceda brilliant boxing performance to
easily outpoint a st_ronP opponent with his
clevér footwork, lightning reactions and
accurate punchm?. ext up at light-welter
Pte Reid was maiched punch for punch ip
an exciting three-round bout, during which
both boxers showed a great deal ofboxing
skill, aggression, and dccurate punching, a
veryeven contest which Pte Reid eventuafly
lost on paints, _ _

After the break Pte Martin, at light-
middleweight, proved to be tog clever” for
nis opponent for the first two
rounds...nowever as the Rress_ure was
appliedby the RRW boxer in the third round

te Martin was given a standing count and
stopped. Cpl Hardy at midaleweight, with
vengeanceon his mind after the lastdecision,
storprged his opgonen_t with a devastatm%
performance. Next at light-heavy Pte Fento
Wwas awarded a walkover after the RRW

boxer failed the pre-fight medical.

Next inat heavyweight Cpl David showed
power, aggression, and determination after
clearly winning the first two rounds Cpl
David was a%aln counted by the referee after
both hoxers took some heavy blows in ablg
exchange and the contest was stopped. I
favour 0f the RRW. Again the competition
Was Pmsed at 4—4. The final fighter of the
nignt at welterweight was Pte Hilton. In his
first battalion fight he gave 100 per cent
however the RRW boxer produced a sound
performance to wear down Pte Hilton
eventually stopfmg him In the_third round
to secure a 5-4 win for the RRW. Once
again, Cpl G|IIesR1e was voted hest boxerof
thie evening and this time Pte Allatt was best

runper-up.”

The fm%l mention must 9o fo the Poachers
superstar, Cpl J Whltf\eld, who fougnht
outstandingly at middleweight for the
Poachers, 1ast year, after the first invitation
fight against 27 Regt RLC in November, he
Was zﬂ)roached bX éhe Army team coach
afterthe contest In Aldershot. Aftera lengthy
conversation it was decided that it would be
In Cpl Whitfield’s interest to hand over his
boxing card and lose him from the team.

However to his credit Cpl Whitfield has
continued his outstanding performances
with the Arm?/ team on a much bigger stage
than we could hope fo offer him: he has
reached the ABA final which takes place In
April and Iooks to be In prime position to be
regresentlng Wales in" the next
Commonwealth Games at light-
heavywelqht. e o

The whole Battalion wishes CEPI Whitfield
the very best of luck in the ABA final and
hopefully the Commonwealth Games.
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It’s a Jungle out There!
Company Group Deploys
10 Belize
Maj RF Lyne (OC C Company)
_ writes:

Exercise Panther Cub isa six-week company
roup exercise In Beljze, Central America.
heexercise is primarily designed forjungle

specialised light role comparies and allows

YOU to trajn up to 160 Personnel In special-
0-role skills from Indjvidual survival

through to compan¥ deliberate attack, C

Compan& Group 2 R Anglian, comR/r||5|ng

1. 8, 9 Platoons, Milan"Platoon, Mortar

Platoon, a permanent range team ang

echelon slice, deployed to Belize from 3

January to 28 February 2002. What follows

IS an dveryiew of thé deployment and an

Individual perf ective from a newly

commissioned platoon commander.

Prepare for action _
While attending the CATAC course in
autumn 2001 prior to taking commang ofC
CompanY, | conducted a recce to Belize to
Plean all the necessary information required
o start plannlng the exercise, not to mention
some first han nowledge of some of tqe
Detter bars and clubs in Miam. Ref_reshmﬂ]y
there jsno laid down main events list for the
Txermse and the (fom any commander |
eftto construct and shape histraining aroun
a set of tramm&; ot[J]Jec_twes laid_down by
Land Command and Director Infantry.

Preparation time, as usual, was extrémely
short as the Battalion was fuIIy committed
to RAAT up until the Christmas leave break.
| had to choose carefullg now tq best Pre ar(i
for deployment In terms of individua
tral_nlnq withouyt compromising the Support
to In place tasks. By carefully examining
the tramm? objectives ang consulunp_mg
{un_gl_e warfare instructors (JWI), a defaile
ramm? Pro ramme was constructed ang
some limited pre-training objectives agreed.
Although there were acouple of stand-alone
pre-training events such as jungle medic
Instruction, the majority occurred alongside

AT commitmients and consisted of

subjects that could be dovetailed info the
existing actjvity; use of PRC 320 during
Exercise Globe Trot, Belize orientation
briefs during a stint as the Demonstration
Compan élt ITC Wales etc. Luckily, | had
adedicated pre-deployment training perjod
Inwhich to hone the company's skifls - this
consisted of three days at Sennybridge in
earl Decemb_(ir ﬁvery gu_n Igli) Given hhe
short time available |déciced to forego this
unique op%ort_unltty t|_n olrder ta er%su(ge tlhat
we were administratively ready to deplo
on the first da¥ back frorX C?m tinas Ie%vg
Jungle combas ssued, personal documents
checked and MCCP complete, we all
departed with some trepidation on a well-
earned Yutetide break.

De_FIoKIment _ . .
With New Year celebrations still fresh in
our minds (some more that others) we
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returned to work op 3 JanuarY and readied
ourselves for our first class trip to Belize
courtesy ofthe RAF. For the firsttime since
plannirig and training began | had the
company group together in one place and it
was most reassuring to_find that everyone
was act_uaIEISy present. The advance party
arrived in Belize aftera\deh?hgul 18-hodr
journey and immediately sef about set_tlng
upthe éxercise before the main body arrive
two days later. This was a frantic period
with multiple tasks including taking over
stores, vehicles an? buildings as well as
settin ’\% our echelon, forward mounting
base Br),gun%letramm and fiel fmng
locations from Scratch. With much har
work and application all was ready when
the rest of the company arrived. Rather than
moving strauiht Into the jungle, | decided
that we should s#end a couple of days at
airport camp_ conducting acclimatisatjon,
revision training and preparation as well as
a trip to the local zoo (so we could see the
native animals_on favourable turfp. This
period proved invaluable and ensured that
when the time came we were fully prepared
fo move ‘upcountry”and begin the exercise
In earnest, Following a three-hour incident-
rich local coach ride to the FMB, we
transferred to four-ton trucks, for the final
leg of the journey via a series of jungle
tracks that combined some command task
type mohility problems with breathtaking
scenery. Two hours later we arrived at the
J&lnngle schoal and had the hasic doS and
on’ts explained by the senior JWI before
?1?(5[}'1?9 up harbours and hammocks for the

The training package _

The trabnlng package was 0 gamsed_across
three broad” areas; Jun([; tramm%,_ a
conflrmator}/ company test exercise and in-
theatre post_deployrent adminjstration.
Jungle training consisted of a four-way
platoon rotation of five-ay duration basic
skills, intermediate skills,”live firing and
adventure training packages. BasiC and

jungle as well as introd
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Basic school: 8 Platoon move to their improvised shelters, complete with

well-cooked pig!

Intermediate schools took place a our
gur 0se-hutlt EJunegl scrool with i efmng
nanother Poacher-nuilt areaand adventur
training at the British Forces Adventure
Trammg Centre. Between eachrotation there
was ac an%eover day at the FMB when all
personnel Nad a chance to sort out their

administration prior to moving on to the
next activity.

Basic school _ _
Basic school was designed as g beginner’s
Introduction to surviving and living in the
_ HJCIn commanders
and’soldiers to the {ung e minor tactics of
area search, close target recce and camp
attgcé. Survival jnvolveda series of lectures
and demonstrations rangmg from_how t0
slaughter butcher and cook pigs and
chickens through to learning edible plants
and building shelters from jungle materials.
The survival package, rounded off with a
night out with no equipment save a water
hottle, machete and mini survival kit: this
Prove_d to be a memorable and valuable
earning experience forall, especially those
who were fortunate to experience g lqunle
downpour during their time out! The

Basic school, from left: Pte Baldry, LCpl Wolfe, LCpl
Wakefield and Pte Lucas conduct a bergen raft crossing

of the Macal River.

remainder of the package concentrated on
gettmg the basic skills and drills in P_Iace

eforé moving on to more specialised
trammg= Having completed naw{qatwn.
Immediate. acfion/routine drilfs and
communications stands, platoons were taken
through a series of tactical lessons followed
by el F_rTEWT or walk through practice.
As confirmation, each platoon conducted a
tactical mini-exercise where they practised
all ofthe basic skills in one go.and conducted
adeliberate bergen raft and'single man river
crossing.

Intermediate school
The aim of the Intermediate school was to
take platoons from their basic understanding
of Jungle tactics to_the point where they
could Conduct a variety of operations as an
independent unit with Tittle or no
suger\_nsmn. Building onthe lessons learned
Inbasic, platoons completed revision stands
on day one followed by a series of tactical
mini-éxercises with a cammon hattle picture.
The requirements were testing with each
platoon ?_onductln non_-sto% 0 eratlf_ns
against a live enemy provided by the Belize
efence Force (BDF). DS gave gentle

A pig is prepared for cooking during the survival lesson
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Intermediate School, Cpl Roberts instructs.

encouragement as troops discovered the  Live Firing _ ranging from individual instinctive shoots
rigours Of real time area searches, close  Live firing"was conducted exclusively by — and”Fire and manoeuvre through fo Palrs.
target recces, camp attacks, 24-hour  the Permanent Range Team (PRT) under  Fireteam and glatoon ranges, The highlights
ampushes. The ackar%;e concluded with @ commandofMaj DeS O Driscoll. Onarrival — were the platoon night rivering ambush and
full run of prelimimary operations, a  inBelize, the PRT had deployedtothejungle  live camp attack ranges which combined
deliberate attack (with a couple of earl;i_morde_rtostartplannmgandpre_pa_rln many of th%dr)(_ traifing lessons with the
subsequent quick attacks for ‘adde e live firing areas. This was a difficull  extrd edge that live ammunition provides.
enbo ent)ta d akstrtetnuléus fextragtqoﬂ %hk df i d Thd bl dﬂ:t f e e o provid
i . (Ire ask and required a considerable amount 0 N
ma{rc . Trammg Was hlghly realistic; the  the. usual Ele|d firing preparation activity ~ Adventure training _
effort required fo conduct an attack against  including the submission ottraces and letters  The adventure training gacka%]ewas unigue.
awell-defend%d jungle location.in 35C and  as well a5 the back breakingwork ofcutting ~ The British Forces aaventure training centre
80 per cent humidity conditions while  the various lanes and areas. As an addjtion Wassnuatedon_StGeorgﬂe'sCalye,a easant
wearing personal equipment, helmets and  to the usual light weaé)ons Firing.an 81mm ~1sland seven miles off the Befize Coast. In
body armour followed by a serious uphill — mortar rangie was planned by OC Mortar  addition to the In place staff, we set UR a
forced march carrymeuIIeqmpmentcannot Platoontoallow practice otaural adjustment ~ Poachers adventure training team tnat
be underestimated. All those who took part  techniques. By the time the Firsttroopswere  provided kayak and dingy sailiig instructors
will neverforget the very real lessons leamed  read todeé)looyon Firing all was ready and und?]rthe_dwectlonof 02 88 SI) Evans.
and wﬂlalwams condut attacks from a belt  plat onsd_FI yed from the un%Ie school  Civilian instructors providéd PADI open
buckle rather than kneeling perspective from  areaonadally basistocanductac aIIenFmg water diving and offshore sailjng instruction.
now on. variety of progressive Field Firing practices  The diving Course lasted a full five days and

Intermediate school. An unexpected fresh ration break is provided by the CQMS.
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Pre-deployment training - OC Milan Platoon, Capt Simon Otter, demonstrates

ehquipmgnt ISO(TS. ) ) b

those not involved took part inaroynd robin
that took in aﬁ o?the (?lsé)lpllnes angd a?l_ow_ed
everyoneto have ago ata variety ofactivities
rathér than bemgntrapﬂed, against ones will
In a kayak for the w 0Ie1per|od. A world
awai%/ om t ed rigours oI the Julngle,”thef
ackage proved immensely popular; all o
ﬁwe dlgerg recelving the RAyDH ualrrication
and everyone else experiencing some first
rate t_ralmn[q in a variety of subjects in a
relaxing yet challenging environment.

Final Exercise :

Atthe end of the last rotation, the company
re-deployed 8 one to the FMB and beﬁan
preparation for tne final exercise. As well as
practising the conduct of operations at
companylevel, the exercise provided the
very nécessary confirmatory trammg
required to wraﬁ up all the lessons learne
fo date. Run on a limited force on force
basis, the company was pitted, by the ever-

Field firing-Capt Davies surveys Sgt Laurence’sexplosive

tree cutting handiwork.

helpful British Embassy, against the fictional
roglue Estelan drug cartel 'in support of the
Belize Government. With WarnmcIJ orders
Issued and rumours of the level of the
Ambassadors’ (CO2 R Angllan) personal
Interest In the' conduct of the' war, we
Pregared for deplofyment. There was gl_en_t

0 do In terms of company-level activit

and vehicle anti-ampush, harbour,
movement and attack drills were the name
of the game. Finally the order arrived and
we moved out to infiltrate, dominate and
take control ofadiscrete M%Ie AOR known
to be ysed by the cartel. The deployment
was relatively tricky and invojved d river
crossmp by ‘each platoon hefore setting
themselves up in hard routine harbours prior
to conducting area searches to find the
enemy HQ and three suspected satellite

camps. . .
The area searches provided a mixed level
of success with 9and Milan Platoons finding

vest!

their objectives and 8 and Mortar Platoons
conducting repewed searches to locate their
?uarr_ . BK glose of play on day two all
ocations had been found and taret recces
were beln(I; conducted againsta particularity
competenf and aggresswe enemgf. Under
pressure from the Embassy, attack plans
were made for a simultanequs attack on all
foyr locations at dawn on day three. Radio
orders were given In the early hours and
Platoons prepared for offensiveaction while
he enemy attempted to confound their
efforts. Ofr recce group had been tasked to
attack a depth target and had moved Into
place overnight. No plan survives contact
with the enemy and the recce was
compromised 45 minutes before the co-
ordipated H hour; with no other opion
avallanle, bearmq In mind.the nature of the
enemy, the orderto attack immediately was
?l_ven. Afs such, sur[)nse was achieved for
riendly torces and the enemy_egual(ljy ang
within“15 minutes of the hurried orger all
platoons were_In contact. An hour later it
was all over with the majority of the enemy
destroY_ed and the minimum of friendly
casualties sustained. The action had been
successful and had pushed the surviving
cartel members toanew location and orders
were given to hegin an aggressive follow

p. .
Mission briefs comPIet_e, the company
moved out by road toestablish anew harbodr
nearerto the susPected new enemy location,
The advance party moved ahead under Capt
Steve Romilly, the Company 2IC, to set up
the location while the remainder moved in
two-platoon packets along a new and as yet
uncleared route. Our anti-ambush
Preparat!on was thoroughly worthwhile as
he Ieadm% packet becamé embroiled in a
Iargd% area ambush that involyed tree
roadplocks and numerous small enemy
positions. Following a bitter exchange the

Casevac - Cpl Cowen thanks the doctor for some extra
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enemy withdrew and the company moved
on to’the new location. After a few of the
mor? familiar frictions such as broken trucks
and lost comms, the comp_an_}/ arrived at the
harbour at dusk. Night activity inthe ungle
IS particularly difficult ana”considerable
amounts of practice and time are required to
execute the simplest tasks. Moving in and
out of a harbour, concealed i dense
secondary foljage under cover of darkness
proved a chaIIen([Je all of its own; personal
experience of s,rug?hng throurqh, to the
emerg_en_c RV with full personal kit to see
how difficult it actually was confirmed my
worst nightmares. Despite the excitemerit
of getting inand out of our temporary home
there was work to do. _
Qverpight, platoons congucted a series of
ambusn Operatjons In order to disrupt the
enemy’s supply royting and fo try and
discover the ‘exact location of the” main
hostile locatjon. Following an inelligence
drog from the Embassy and information
gleaned from ambushes, it rapidly became
Clear that two British journalists had been
taken hostage in response to our recent
activity and were being held ata Iarg,e enemy
location some 10km away. The main effort
quickly shitted from destruction of the
enemy’to successful rescue of the hostages.
In order to get the ball rolling ear_Ily, the
recce section was dispatched toconfirm the
target location and to get some CTR and
eyes-on. Within hours™they reported two
gossm,le enemy I,ocahgns, one
Egr_ommately platoon size and the other a
section strength outpost. Unfortunately the
critical information requirement, the exact
location of the hostages, remained a mzstery.
While the recce continued to probe the
enemy location with mixed success, the
remainder ofthe company conducted further
ambush o?_eratlons to cause qeneral
disruption. Time was now the critical factor:
Comgany Tac. moved bx vehicle welf
forward fo within 3km of the ob*ecu,ve and
foIIowm% some expert camou Iaglng by
W02 (CSM) Limb, remained undetected
despite the close proximity (10 metres) of
the enemy MSR. Qver the next few hours
the company moved forward to an assembly

The Poachers

The long journey home. OC Cand OC milan sample the transition from 35C to
- during a stopover in Newfoundland.

area under the 2IC, recces were conducted — an hour later it was all over and with the
via some Interesting water routes) and  hostages safe and the enemy defeated the
rders were gwen. : company consolidated on a hearby HLS to
The plan called for a simultaneous attack  prepare Tor subsequent operations. At this
onto the two enemy locations, the location  stage endex was called and we rapidly
of the hostages had been confirmed asthe  moved to conduct post exefcise
smaller of the camps and was to be the  administration.
o%ec_nve of the Mortar Platoon with the , S
remander of the company attacking the  Post-exercise administration o
larger location. Offensive support”was  Following the conclusjon ?fthe_ex reise it
quaranteed by a battery of BDF light quns ~ was now time to get Involved in the very
whose }]ask Was to fix the |éir er o gectlve real task of preparing our equipment and
while the Mortars snatched the hostages.  personnel for recoven{ back to UK. The
Again we moved at_nlght inorderto be in  echelon staffunder Capt Felix Ralph worked
position by first light. This was a real tirelessly to ensure that we were prepared to
adventure and involved the movementalong  leave an t|me_ani1, most |mPortantIy
tracks, rivers and through dense follage o everything was in place for the arrival of A
et to our planned lnes of departure.  Conipany who would follow us on the next
ollowing an interesting few hours  exercise. FoIIow,mﬁ a rather unsuccessful
§unforgettable for those moving fo attack  sports competition against the m-HIace
he Iarge CamlP)bH Hour eventual% came elize permanent staff'we d_eﬁarted_o two

and thé attack began In earnest. Mortars — days’ well-earned RandR with destinations
%lcklygra_bbed the'hostages whileengaging  ranging from Cancun in Mexico through to
AL LT |
! Rumble in_the Jungle -
and soon gainéd the upper hand. Just over A Platoon Com_mangder’s
Perspective

2Lt AJF Houchin (OC 8 Platoon)

writes:

| arrived atthe Battalion on the 10 December
2001 straight from the final r%art ofmg/ initial
training, the Platoon Commander’s Battle
Course. Ten working days later, | was on
thedplane to Belize" with_ my platoon to
conduct a company-level jungle exercise.
It was certainly a far crg fron the training
areas that | was ﬁised t0 and 1t held many
nevs{,lf_earsk pa(ljrtlcu arly of the arachnid and
reptilian kind.

Onarrival the t[alnlnP started immediately
with the emphasis on fearning. | was in the
same position as the majorlt%/hofthe platoon

In the sense of knowing no inq,abo,ut the

Adventure training - an avid muscle beach member, Sgt Favell, flexes for enwronmentthat We WETe operating In. \We

support.

started with a basic school that entailed
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Jungle warriors (?!) - 8 Platoon take time off to pose.

S|mp_le_Jun%Iedr|IIs suchassyrvival, harbour
administration and low level tactical skills,
The early gl)art of the survival stand had
everyong intrigued as Pedro, the local slayer,
set about sklnnm% and gutting a pig that we
were to eat later that day. Aftérmurdering a
few chickens we set ug our, |mﬁ_rowsed
harbour ana spent an ent rtamln? Ight out
under the stars. The tactica trammq
Introduced. for many, their firstClose Targe
Recc_e(CTR?]._ Again the emphasis was ‘on
learning, which"was fortunate due to the
number of teams compromised. Recce
complete and teams debriefed, wecondugted
aplatoon camp attack on the Same position
which In truth was what | had been trained
to do for the last few months. Sweating
away, my thoughts were of both how lucky
| was to e conducting something like this
50 earIIY in_ my tefure as a Hlatoon
commarider, but also of how nervous | was.
A glatoon of men that fyou are to command,
watching you for the first time, is far more
pressure'than any DS could muster.

Our next stop” on the rotation was (]he
adventurous training package that inclyded
adiving cou[jse ]@P[ﬂ] around ﬁqu on hsa|||ng,
canoeing.and offshore yachting. The quys
took_ to this, s_uperb?y a¥1cf thoge that ?o K
Bart in the diving colrse came away with a

ADI Open Water Diver qualification,

myself included, The adventure t_rammg
centre was a well appointed locatjon an
there was even the opportunity to.do some
weighttraining in the mock-up environment
of muscle beach, carefully re-Created by the
|mpre55|v_eI?/ oronzed “permanent staH‘f
(%MSI! Priof to qur return tothe jungle, the
platoontook part insome e%uallyder_nandmﬁ
evening out_training in Belize City wit
LCPI 3_kef|%ld Ieadmgi the wag; provm%
t?a l?ﬁ Ing by example was one of hi
strengths.

Allg?ood things come to an end and we
soon found ourselves back In the jungle.
The next stage of the trainjng was an
Intermediate school that, involved a more
testing and tactically orjentated packa%e
developm? and puttm% into practice what
we had learned during the basic school. This
Putthe commanders Under more pressure at
he same time as testing basic jungle
soldiering. Activities includad area seachies,
CTRs, camp attacks and anambush, all tasks
that aplatoon must be gr ficientin. For me,
this phase will be remembered more for one
six-hour ﬁenod than the rest of the packa%e
put together. Needless to say, don tever? t
your ambush position too faraway from the
objective, and'remember where you put your
bergen cache. Two valuable lessons that |
learned the hard way and two mistakes |

Endex - B Company officers and SNCOs,

jungle 1s a demanding,

won’t make again. o

We then moved on to the live firing
package which consisted of individual, pairs,
and team drills, culminating in a Platoon
live firing attack that went extremely well
Look_m% éick now at that very first attaﬁk
we did and comparing it with this one, the
level of |mﬁ,rovem_ent Was enormous,
Rrovmg fwo things; fIrSt|Y, that the training
nad sunk in and"secondly, it signalled an
|mé)roved worklnﬂrelatjonshlp between the
NCOs, and m ?e . Which | now see as one
ofthe most vitally |mTportantcomponents of
aplatoon’sfighting effect|veness, The Rhase
also Includedacotiple of improvised shoots
that tested the apility of even the most
experienced of soldiers. _

he1penu|t|_mate stage ofour exercise was
the FTX. Thiswas the'testing ground where
ever?/thmg we_ had leamed Wwas put_into
Prac ice mcluding the river crossing. CTRS
00K Place _teams were compromised
regretful radio messages sent to the OC and
Pte Shand provicled a very real test of the
Casevac procedures, by “dislocating his
shoulaer. Overall, improvements Wwere
made. As the exercise progressed |
conducted several platoon™ ambush
operations and  attacked the Iarger_ of the
two final objectives following aP rticularly
excmn% Waler agproach at nlgh I At timés
the pace of the exercise seemeéd quite Slow,
but with h|nd3|(_1ht, to fulfil an area search
and CTR properly, we could probably have
done with another few daal_s._ ?rkm inthe
ifficult and time-
consumm? procgss and one of the main
lessons | Tearned was that you can’t rush
operatjons if you want to succeed.

Finally, there was the R and R packaﬁe.
The less said ahout this the better but 'm
sure one day a film will be made, featurm%
some Mexicans, the police, females, som
soldjers and a few mopeds. Overall the
deployment to Belize was the most
memorable activity | have ever taken partin
- a5 a newly comrissioned officer it was a
unique onortunlty to lead my platoon and
learn my trade Inone ofthe most Inhospitable
enviroriments in the world. I look forward
to another jungle trip next year.
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Exercise Andes Dragon

Lt JP Downes writes:

‘Why not organise a Regimental
adventurous training exercise to a country
on the verﬂe of an economic, breakdown to
climb the |ghest mountan in the southern
hemisphere?...I must be losing my mind!”

Theaim of the exercise was totlimb Mount
Aconcagua (h_euI;ht 6,962m) which, being
the hl%;hest point on the planet outside_the
Himafayas, was some undertaking. The
collapsé of the Ar?entlne economy two
months prior to the start of the exercise only
served toadd an%ther mteEestm d|menf5|%n
to what was to be, for all members of the
exercise, an incredjble experience,

Despite its Size with the proper preparation
the mountain can gven bg climbed by very
determined - albeit very fit - newcomers o
the world of high altitude mountaingering.
The secondary aim was to give novices an
Introduction to what It 1s like to take part In
?érllneégedltlon to climb a peak in the greater
T_%e_ group would be made up of a mix of
abilities including two members from the

| |Hgs and three members from the
Poachérs, a doctor from the RAMC and two
instructors from the APTC. The range of
ewawmewnwfmmmewmmaemwm
Pte Bgrne Evans whom had never even
limbed Mt Snow ong to our mstructors
(Capt Carter and Edwards - two of the most
experienced instructors in the Army),

We deployed from the UK to Buenos
Aires, then to Mendoza, which is in the

Lt JP Downes approaches the summit.

From left: Sgt Garvie, Lt Downes and Capt Carter on the summit.
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heart of the wine regmn of Argentina. This
was to be the base Yor the duration of our
stay. After a couple of days for final
Freparaﬂons f0 be macle and thé opportunity
or S_%t Garvie to put together an excellent
and Interesting menu e moved to Puente
9el Incabat trt1_e ottom ofthe valley that led

0 0ur objective. : -

Climbing a mountain of this altitude
requires a different strateqy to, for example,
climbing Ben Nevis. Time'has to be _sp_ent\o
grad%al accllmatmse; olthe_rl\i\nse |nd|v_|dua|s
can become extremely il from sim
cﬁmbmq too h|g[1 too)(/qumk{y which Fc)a%
ultimate ﬁ_lead {0 death!

The outline plan was to spend three days
walkm? Into base camp; there have a rést
day before starting a progess of carrying
rations and additional equipment up to thé
next h|gher camp. The group would then
come down to the lower camp'to sleep, prior
to mova up to the h|EhercamR, which had

reviously Deen stocked up, the next day.

he theory being that you_should always
climb h|$h and sleep low. Qnce we were a
camp three, Berlin Huts (height. 5,900m)
the plan was to prepare for the eight-hour
climb to the summit. L

Weather on any mountain of this size isa
crucial factor, the weather patterns on
Aconcagua are notoriously unpregictable,
and therefore we had plarined to_have the
flexibility to sit out any storms waiting fora
clear day to summit on. _

On moving from_base camp to our First
hlr?h cgmpf amﬁ) Canada? we encoun_teLed
anumber of problems: ever worseningjokes
bg Sgt Garvie, LCRl Potter's %omewhat
avantgarde approacn to packing his bergen
and most importantly a heavy dump ofsnow,

qncerns as to whether or not this would

elay our pro?ress were dismissed when
the ‘weather following this revealed a
completely cloudless sky. and the barometer
showed aSteady increase in pressure.

As we moved higher and higher up the
mountain, everyone found that the thlnnmrq
alr made progress harder and harder,
However, "thé entire group made it
successfully to the final high camp (Berlin
h_utsg h_avm(ﬂ overcome” a number of
ditriculties. The ex-doctor Capt Mahan, had
even managed to cure himself of food
poisoning., = _

Having occupied Berlin Camp everyone
settled in for the night, hoping the following
day’s weather would glve the %roup IfS
chance to summit. Above 5,000m the human
bq@ doesn’t acclimatise and unless you're
a Yetl agoodm%hts leep is a rare’thing.
High winds throughout the night didn't help,
an at 7am Cagt Carter su%g%sted that we
elay our departure for an hour. Today
perhaps wouldn’t be our day.

/At about 0730hrs, as the sun started to
rise, the weather looked more favourable
and th? decmgn was made to go for It. H
was still quite dark; as we were on the sout
side of the mountain we would not see the
sun for another five hours. _

The wind speed_had reduced but was still
40-50mph, meaning we were walking in

CASTLE

Dmr Dunstan plays the bugle with the summit in the background

temPeratures that were about -Z%C_.
Everyone was reminded to check their
?ﬁ(tretmnws; frost bite was a very real

reat.

The exhaugstion from prolon?ed climbing
at high altitude is immensely draining.
Withinacouple of hours the pace had settled
10 one that a pensioner wauld have found
Ielsurele/’, even so people’s heart rates were
all comfortably in the hundreds

Aswe Frogressed it becam%clearthat some
may not be strong enough to reach the
summit, after we ad been climbing for
about fourand a half hours the decision was
mage fOL some members of the gJ_ou to
turn back. This is always a very difficult
thingto do asa leader an personall¥ forthe
individual involved. However, safety hasto
be foremost when you are in a place too
high for helicopters tofly or mountain rescue
toeach you before yod would perish from
exgosure.

nce some of the group had turned back,

the remainder’s resolve to all reach the
summit hardened. It would take another
three and a half hours before the summit.
On 25 February at 1530hrs, Capt Carter

agt Edwards, Sqt Gegwe gh\s jokeﬁ hﬁd
ried up by ther) and myself reach the
summit. Ori the summit there is a cross and

a visitor's book, which is kept in a metal
box but, more significantly, there is a
memorial to_La Malvinas - the Falklands,
Ca A Carter is veteran of the Falklands and
suddenly ourachievement was givenanother
dimension. ,

Time was running out, the need to get
down the mountain“before the sun set and
the wind picked up pressing. Unlike
climbing upthe_m?untam, one can descend
asmychand quickly as one dare - with one
R/rl?wso -85 per cenit of the people killed on

Everest are killed when descending. It
took two days to descend_to base camp and
out fo the park entrance. The final day was
a ‘cheeky’, as Dmr Dunstan put it. 15-mile
walk. Orice there, all that wasoneveryone’s
mingd was the desire to eat a steak and have
a.cold beer. _

There is no doubt that Exercise Andes
Dragon was av,erychallen%ng undertakmg{
for everyone involved. Whether or ng
Individuals made it to the summit or not Is
Irrespective, all members worked to _the
maximum of their own personal limits. The
dangers are very real, the fear in people
Taces very gefuine and the sense of
achigvemeént 'you see on peo.ﬁle’s faces
confirms wh%/ adventure trajning 1s an
Important part of military training.
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The Warrant Officers' and Sergeants' Mess team.

Warrant Officers’and
Sergeants’ Mess

v
Officers’ Mess Foothall

matc

December 2001

Sgt Smith writes;
Dreams of the Officers’ Mess beating their
arch rivals the Warrant Officers’ and
Sergeants’ Mess in their annual football
match was nearly a dream come true. A
close fought match saw the Officers' Mess
just missing out on their first win for many

ears.
yThe refere started the game on a cold wet
December afternoon. BUt the weather was
soon forgotten as the ?ame sﬁirted at a
furious pace. Both feams had good
Rossessmn in the early stages of the" first

alf, and neither team 8ave ny qluarte_rwnh
tackles %?m in hard and fast. Midway
through the first half the Warrant Officers
and Sergeants’ Mess started to relax and
?lsplay why they h?]d retained the trophy
or S0 many years, however the Officer
Mess were determined and drew first blood
with Lt McNeil sconn% the first goal
Immedlate’I\% the Warrant Qfficers™ and
Sergeants' Mess responded withagreat solo
effortby W 02CSM Adie to level the game.
The equaliser settled the Warrant Officers’
and Sergeants' Mess and allowed them to
start to dominate the first half.

However, hoth teams had some_vep/,good
chances with the Warrant Officers”and
Sergeants' Mess scoring twg goals from
CSgt Burt and QMSI Evans. The half time
whistle went and the Warrant Officers" and
Serﬁeants Mes? were 3-1 n front

The second half started with as much pace
as the first with neither team gwm%_ang
quarter, The Officers' Mess were Qetermine
to get into the game and scored first with a
fine goal from the Battalion 2IC Mad
Vincént. The Warrant Officers’ an
Sergeants‘ Mess soon responded with an
excéllent goal from Sgt Phillips to make 1t
4-2. But the Officers’ Mess were not igo_mg
to lie down and, %tarted to hattle hack info
the game and with two quick goals from Lt

Harris and Lt Delf, the game was tied at 4-
4. For the next ten_mlnut%s the game was
fast and furious with both teams Ia%/mg
well, finally the deadlock was broken by &
fine drive bX RQMS Hum hre¥s, the score
was now 5-4 and with 15 minutes to ?o S?t
Phillips scored his second, from atl%h angle
and fired Into the top of the net. The Officers
Mess soon resPon ed with along range shot
which came close but hit the baf. The score
was now 6- 4 and with both teams batth_n%
hard Sgt Mutch scored to make It 7 -4, Wit
a cushion of three gaols it was hard for the
Officers” Mess fought to the final whistle
and came close on Several occasions.

At the final whistle the Warrant Officers’
and_Sergeants’ Mess were triumphant once
aPam. Ut each year the games are becoming
closer. And oneay soort maybe,just mayhe,
their dreams may come true.

The Poachers

Famous author
JK Rowling visits
The Poachers

Lt J-P Downes writes:

Early in October last year. The Poachers
had @ rather unexpected, famous visitor to
the Officers’ Mess, Harry Potter author JK
Rowling, who grew up and attended school
in the Chepstow area,

Miss Rowlmdqnv\asfllmmg a documentary
about her chil o%d. ,

Accompanying her was an old friend of
hers, an unknown officer in the Army, and
he S%J?gelsted that they call into the Mess for
a goffee!

Miss Rowling very kindly signed the
Visitors' book and posed for a photo in front
of the Battalion Colours.
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Pat kills t
“Command ihg Officer’s

Introd uctron

The period from November to February has
been an uncharacterrstrcally)quret one for
the Reprment necessitated A ?nee to
counter’ a budgetary overspéna tollowing
the excellent and successful Exercise Lions
Pride in C ﬁrus in June last year This Iu]ll
was broug t Into stark co trast by t
frenetic activit general within our
Reqular count grparts fo owing the 11
Se ember terronst attacks in America.

his has p Hrpte 3 ‘Question 4'
reassessment oft eTA Infantr mission by

MOD and the results of the ‘Addrtrona
Chapter’to SDR are eagerly awaited. This
IS N0t pernaps the rrg#for to exHound
on the pros and cons of a radical change n
the role of the TA Infantry. The Regiment
hopes that somethrnﬂ rattier more tanurble
e

U ini | I\

]evel WhetHerthere%\ﬂl be%ny] gdrtrona(i
fundrngtoa ow ustotraintoa |g er level
IS of COurse, another mater entirely.

ere rs] no doubt that TA Infantry
hattalions have aqreatdea to. offer interms
of an enhanced ro e Comparisons with the
work ofthe National Guar Inthe immediate
fterm thofGroufdf oaree tomae
ut rat er more di rcutto ac ve in the
current political tmos re. What rscertarn
rsthatt e Easto En? naRe rmentrsea%e
fo play a more tulfifling and cohesive r
In the defence of our country, whether at
home or abroad.

To this end a major defence exercise is
being planned for September this year, when
some ofthe possible future mission scenarios
can be explored and exercised. Further
challenges lie ahead In forging a. ‘linkage’

with the North Luffenhany light role
battalron current 1y2RRF and the prospect
of ern% the lead Territorial infant unrtrn
the Whole Fleet Management trialsin 2003.
Int emeantrmea eYEs are on camp whic

| he in Barry Buddon In the Golden
Jubilee month of June

h e main, focus of the training conducted
by the Regiment since December 2001 has
been the forthcoming Commanding

Officer’s patrols exercise. During Exercise
Eastern Spring two composite rifle
companreswrll epontoStantaandconduct
ree dy gatro activitya arnsteach other,
force” of potential_officers and
offrcercadets led by Maj de Planta, will be
used to Initiate set enemy activit
required. The Regimentwill movetoa MB
t RAF Honington where re %rougrno and
confrrmator orders wil rpace
Combanres ill then moye forward and
establish patrol bases before conductrn%
aﬂ% essive patrols activity against eac

Pre-training weekendif have been
conducted over the past few months at
company level. Preliminary orgers were
veh tg the three exercrsrng sub-units by
e Commanding Officer and his Battalion
HO Aeam on 2? arch 2002 toallow OCsto
conauct initial briefings ana planning..

Officer Trarnrnr[; in the
Reprmen
Maj FMG de P anta de Wildenburg

The East of En Iand Reﬁrment, in
recognrtronofaIackofyoungo ICers across

its five rifle_companie's decided, in
September 1999, to allocate trme ang
resources to address fhe Prob em. A
comprehensive potential officer training
programme was develoRed to actively
prebare candrdates forthe three main hurdles

rarnrng and selecting Territorial Army

fficers.. These are” the Territorid

Commrssronrn Board (TCB), Military
Trarnrng ualification 2 (MTQ 2) and the
AS. Led

TA ommrss(onrng Course at
Ma Frank de Planta and supported y
two oth erformerRegu ars; W02 Alan Ry
and CSgt Paul Mann, both'from 2 RAn Iran
the training team has so far rlaroduce ning
commissioned officers for the Regiment
with three more scheduled to a}tend
Sanahurstin May 2002. This Isasigniticant
im rovemenhwhen com red tothe averag
annual number of ne y commissionéd
Sandnurst trained officers in the period

1 00 for 6 R Anglran { R Anglian
and 3 WFR combined: 1he average was
three per year, one for each Battalion,

The team’s success has been recognised
across the 49 Bde area and has attracted
candidates from 100 R e}g %
158Tpt RegtRLC, 254 dAmb4 d

e t'and 3 Engr Reqt From small

%rnnrngs if eteam Now Trains an average
020 candidates each weekend and sends,
on average, fIve candidates to each
Sandhurst course. Students have been
known to travel from as far afield as Scotland
to participate In the training! A rolling
programme ofsix modules covers all aspects
of orficer type skills; from estimates and
orders for MTQ 2 and RMA Sandhurst to
command, tasks, lecturettes and pIannrng%
exercises for TCB. The aim s to ensure tha
each candidate has, In the limited time
avallable, the best possible chance of success
onthe road to commissioning. The seventh,
and last module, practices ail these skills
through command appoingments,in the field
Ieadrn% arfle Platoon and working with an
experienced platoon sergeant.

he Officer training work has expanded
in2002 to include preparing young officers

Potential officers get to grips with the orders process.



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT 45

fortheir JOTES Lexam. Four EER students
were trained In 2001 and all successfully
passed the exam., In 2002, 22, from across
49_%E B, hav? 3omed the training and are
being prepared for the exam on 25-26 May
2002 HQ RLC TA have recognised the
quality ofthe team’swork b} Inviting them
torunatwo-week pre-MTQ 2 course entirel
for RLC candidates in August 2002, H
RLC TA hope to use this collrse to go some
way towards addressing their own” lack of
young officers. The continued hard work
and commitment of the training team will
ensure that within the East of England
Regiment in particular and in 49(E) Bde in
g?netr_afl, |the pé)ol o{tYoutng_Ofélcteﬁs IS rtlplor_e

entifu etfer trained than their
Pore Rars. afrpns Bode_s we ?or the ?uture of
the TA'in East Anglia.

Exercise Eastern Thistle -

~ Annual Camp 2002

The initial plan at the beginning of the year
was for the Regiment to conduct its annual
camp in 2002 at Lydd Camp CPTA, The
training majorand RSM conducted an initial
recce in January and this allowed Maj Knox
o start planning. But as the old adage goes
his plan was destined not to survive ontact
with the enemy. The Regiment was moved
toadifterent barracks and faced the prospect
of sharing this with two other units during
our two weeks. This was obviously not an
I0keal situation and alternative camp [ogations
were sought. After a very successful recce
to Barry Buddon Camp”and trammg area
(near Dundee) by the tralnmlg major, QM
and RSM it was decided to change venties
to Scotland.

Recruit Training in the

Regiment
LtRG Rogers writes:
The Regiment has Tecently reviewed the
way It ‘conducts ifs recruit selection
procedures. Two selection weekends are
conducted prior to_the start of the Phase 1
trainin pack%ge. This allows for %reater
flexibility and”ensures that the Phasg 1
training Wweekends are correctly loaded. The

Potential recruits monkeying around!

The East of England Regiment

Potential recruits learn about the 81 mm mortar.

two recruit training teams 1(north and south)
also now combine thejr efforts to produce a
more coherentand well-resourced selection
weekend. .

The first ofthese selection weekends were
held on 26 January and 9 March 2002
respectively. A totalof 38 potential recruits
attended both weekends, with such large
numbers 1t 1s essential that pre-weekend
admin such as medicals is completed prior
tothe weekend. This allows maximum time
for the recruits to be tested and for the
Instructors to ensure their final selections
are fair, The self_ctlon weekend on 9 March
saw.some apPaI Ing weather conditions. On
the journey to the assault course on Stanta
the ‘winds were ﬁustmg up to 60mph. this
was blowing the topsoll off the local
farmland making it seem like_you were
dnvmq through "a sandstorm! The winds
were also bringing down branches and the
odd tree on the Training area, upon arrival at
the assault course | went forward to ensure
It was safe for the recruits. The PT] then
assessed the risk and was satisfied with the
safety of the obstacles aIthouHh the recruits
did get lucky with the 12ft wall being placed

OB. | thén placed two SNCOson tree
watch, the first time | have ever detailed
anxone gust to watch trees!

II' 38 recruits successtully passed the
selection weekends and have progressed on
to the four-weekend Phase I training
package. One recruit has even expressed an

joking abou

interest in officer training, | just hope, he
does not think we spend all"of our time
looking at trees!

Exercise Eagle Endurance

Pte Reeve writes:

On 26 January at 0830hrs 13 menofE (Essex
and Hertfordshire) ComéJany the East of
England Re?|ment, (Maj Googe, Cpl Mams,
LCpls Instance and "McLatchey, Ptes
Kovacs, Collinson, Clark-Tupcliffe
Johnson, Kelson, Needham, Brady, Brett
and Reeve) set off on Exercisé Eagle
Endurance, a 35-mile endurance march from
Hertford town centre to Chelmstord's town
centre along the Ad14,

The objectives. of the endurance march
were twofold. Firstly, to raise money for
two charities - the Little Haven Hospice in
Thu,ndersleg and the Special Care Babg Unit
at Lister hospital in Stevenage. Secondly, to
raise awareness of E Company and toput us
in the public eye..

Morale was high at the start and the
weather |ooked Fromlsmg. We had time for
some quick Pho 0$ beforé the off. We were

the chaIIenPe that lay ahead
and anticipated a hard buf steady péace. The
first leg was from Hertford to Harlow -
approximately 12 miles. We marched in
twos for a quick warm-up. then before we
it our first hill we broke into double time.
Half way up we thought that any minute we
would break into quiCk time. No chance! In
fact we accelerated up the hill, which then
felt like amountain. I, ifnotall of us, longed
toreach the top. When we did I turned tomy
colleague and said: ‘I h%pe we don’t keep
this pace all the way’. That hill certainly
wanned us_up. The first 2-3 miles were the
worst gettlrfl]g our muscles warmed and
your fegt contfortable i your boots. Once
Wwe relaxed we found g %ood rhythm, the
pace was brisk followed by short'runs. We
sprinted across roads and rouindabouts where
Wwe were encouraged by drivers and passers
by and .able to enjoy the march and
countryside, we now had a routine and the
miles flew by!

Having passed Stanstead Abbotts we knew
Harlow “was not far from our first RV or
stop and we were all stil] in high spirits. We
had reached Harlow In less than two hours.
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Maj Mike Googe conducts his pre-start foot inspection.

time for a quick hite to eat and those all-
important fluids, But most importantly we
could_dry our feet and check each other
over, Time for another ghoto, burtT{ust before
we were about to set off a member of the
public dropped off some well appreciated
alcohol, something to Jook forward to later!
For me the next 3-4 miles were very hard to
get back into a rhythm. | had quite bad
cram (Ps n m)NIe?s, eellng thaﬁt this was ﬂug
to stopping. No ime to complain I just ha

to get myhead down ang ?et through the
gam= I was not gom to let the conipany,
narities or mysélt down.

The weather took a turn for the worse
from ?usty winds to hailstones, which was
relentfess. In one respect it madg me forget
my aches and pains but It made It extrem _Ily
totigh going, We had to move in single fife
because of the conditions of the road. We
reach?d the Stansted M 11 round?bout at
roughly the same pace as the last leg, Our
packs were feeling twice as heavy (each
man carrxmg\lSOI aﬂEroxmatellyJ. Our
equme t Was beginning to rub our
shoulders and our feel weré now feelmg
slightly damp. We had reached our secon
stap-otf point. [put on aclean pair of socks
and it felt so good words cannot describe it
We had ho cu% ur s_t%p short as we were all
feeling the cold. With 12 milesto go I just
wanted to finish and have a nice warm bath.
Everyone was now feeling the effects of the
march. Weeks of training had prepared us
physically but not mentally. Some of the
chaps had Plcked up_ injuries but no one
wanted to stop to let the company down or
the charities. For me it was & personal
chaIIengie_I had to pass! _

Everything that could hurt was hurting at
this stage. Approximately six miles to ?o
and we had 10 lose a few to mdurles, out |
was going to carry on to the end. Muscles |
did not know | hdd were now hurting but |
wasnotgoing togive in. I looked behind me
and saw someone looking Inworse condition
than me. He kept me Pomg until we saw a
signfour miles to Chelmsfordand suddenly

all the aches and pains disappeared and the
thought of quitting wasn'tagption. Coming
Into Chelmstord made me forget all those
thmFs, as peaple cheered as we came Into
the town centre. We could hold our heads
high and be proud of who we are. | would
like to sa)f that this wouldn’t have been s
successful without the back-up, team and
the rest of the company. This'is my_own
view of this experience. Each Individual
had theirwn exgerlence and way ofcoping,
but we all pulled together and worked asa
team and raised over £4,000.

Approaching Chelmsford.

Norfolk Lord Lieutenant’s

Certificates _
At a Dereham, Norfolk, ceremony in
Feb[u_ar¥ 2002, Lord Lieutendnt’s
Certjficates were presented for outstandlng
service to three soldiers of A (Narfolk an
Suffolk) Company, The East of England
Regiment; S%t Ivan Paul Roe, W 02 Thomas
Steele and Cpl Jason Lee Brown. They
received the certificaes from HM Lord
Lieutenant_for Norfolk, Sir Timothy
Coleman KG JP DCL.

The team at the start point - Hertford town centre.



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT Iy
158 (Royal Anglian) Transport Regiment

The last few months are_reported in some
style for you here by the Squadrons. Froma
Regimental peyspective we haVﬁ roud
congratulations for our ski teams both Alpine
and” Nordic in_ the RLC Corps
Championships in February,

Our A_Iplne team was the fifth overall TA
team, with Pte Simon Kennell coming 12th,
and [t Jenny McArthur coming_14th TA
soldierand eighth female overall, The brave
Nordic team came fourth, an excellent effort
considering they were all novices, Sgt Tony
Ng came e|?hth and Pte Alistair Whybrow
came 12th. Tn the President’s Race (a 5km
S rmt& Pte Simon Kennell was second and

Sat Paul Spencer third, The Comma_ndmg
Officer was not to he outdone inall this, an

Cpl Richie Never Say Die' Southwell
prior to an arduous nordic training
session.

From left: W02 Mick Watkins who organised itall, the CO, Lt Col Jeremy Smith
and SSgt Paul Spencer who was 3rd TA Soldier in the President’s Race.

?amely plaxfd his Eart in the Alpine ski
eam-"the only Corps Commanding Officer
to do so! Well done to everyone, and many
%\rlatef_ul thanks to, W02 Mick ‘The Reg’
atkins for organising 1t sq efficiently.

In other SéJOFS, Pte "Mattin won second
placeand L P‘l Cross came third inthe ladies
veteran section of the RLC TA Cross
Countr Champ|onsh|Ps._These_same gwls
also were part of the winning ladies veteran
team which won the Regular Army versus

Are there any questions? The team of novices prior to the nordic competition.

TA challenge at the same event. And the
mad Training _Ma#or, Adrian Clark, put a
strong team™in for the Army(TA) half
marathon championships in Fleet, Which
was narrowly beaten into second place by
151 Regiment. Sport, ofa sort, was also had
by those game 200 Squadron personne| who
commeted_ the Tough Guy competition
accompanied by a rather reqretful Adjutant
- agraphic account of which follows later.

The " Regiment has also recently
successfully completed another Canadian
exchange, With a strong contingent joining
23 Hanilton Service Battalioni for winter
warfare tralnm% - something a little
ditferent! Great Tun was had by all, and
many thanks go to the Canadians for their
hos?LtaIltBy, and Maj Sam Evans for leading
the trip. But now. over to the squadrons for
their news.

200 (Peterborough)
Headquarters Squadron
RLC(V

The last three months of 2001 commenced
in style with 200 Squadron exercising with
the Regiment on Exercise Silver Beaver, 2
Log Support Group’s major FTX. The
exercise spanned the length and breadth of
the country from Hull to Salisbury Plajn
and saw thie squadron perform particularly
well In a variety of fast minute taskings
Including running a demonstration railhead
onthe principle visitors' day, Visitors ranged
from our Honorary Colonel. Lady Victoria
Leathem to COMMARRC. Other
demanding tasks undertaken by squadron
personnel“included a night cross country
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drive qver Salisbury Plain, which was
particularly well received. o
_ Since retUrn from camp, and participation
in the usual Rememprance Day parade in
Peéerbor uqh C|tsy Centre, it AS with some
sadness that the squadron sal (?oodbye_ to
SPSIW 02 Boulds on posting and promation
to be RSM to 156 Regiment in Liverpool.
We wish him wel| for the future and he goes
with our manZ thanks for his selfless zw_d
self-mocking Service to the s%ua ron. Inhis
ﬁlace, we have welcomed W02 Green who
as joined the squadron from 4 GS
Regiment. The squadron has also seen the
retin of Cpl Southwell following a further
six-month detachment ?t ATU éH]d S?t
Lightfoot who has enabled the squagron to
step up its Cand C+E licence acquisition by
runmng c?urses over Ahe é)ermfi with eight
succesSful passes and hopetully more™to

0llow. _

The squadron 'Soldier of the Year’ award
was presented to Pte L%gge_tt who not onl
completed his recruit cadré in Januaéy 200
but also passed FLRT, Cat C, Cat G+E and
BITS courses as well as organising the
Tough Guy Competition for this JanUary.
More Ifrom him on that event later in the
ournal.

) Decemper started with another personnel
cha_n%e_, this time achange of command with
Maj Simon Messervy assuming command

from Mg] Colin Bingham whao takes up a
post as eﬁl_mental special projects officer
rior to Nis next move. Saturda
ecember was the day of the squadron
Christmas party held in the TA Centre.
Thanks 80 to all of the committee who
organised an excellent 1?403 theme partP/.
The evening went well although there
appeared 10 be a dlstu,rblngq number of
erman soldiers Eresent In 1940s England -
obviously doing their pre-invasion recces!
As our heads clear from the Christmas
and Ngw Year festivities we look forward
fo producing aﬁood team for the RSAAM
In March and the start of the new training
gear, which _W|_Il_se? the. squadron
oncentrate on individual training.

Tough Guy 2002

Introduction _

Sunday 27 January was 200 Squadron’s first
attem%tat Tough u};. Competing were Capt
Kate RawdonSmith, S%_‘ija’ Ngr Sqt
Neil JoY_ce, Cpl Dave mIeg, LCpl Ali
Carter, 1LCpl ‘Lamby’ Lambé, Mr Bruce
Boxhall-Hunt, Pte Simon Kennel, Pte Mick
I(_Fgle ,Gandz%sgga %e 1Doug Leqgett

ugn Guy .

Ongour a¥nva we han(?ea in our death
warrants which dubioysly declared.: ‘If we
die auring the race, It's our qwn bloody
fault’, thén joined the other 6,000 or so

Re Kennel enjoying himself a little too much, we think! Ten Regimental
personnel finished the Tough Guy 2002. Picture courtesy of Action Photo UK.

competitors in the start area. Tough Guys
(those who had completed the course before)
stand on the hill while everyone else waits
at the bottom and after much jeering and
goading the race began, Tough Guys first,
all others one minute later.

The Run
Started well but 400m later we were knee
deep inthick mud (Treacle Mines) throu%(h
that we entered ‘The Long Mile” (more like
wo!) and Into ‘Viet Conq Forest” with our
egs now battered and bleeding from the
brambles, we traversed ‘Dead LCeg Brook’
600m of ice cold wate%) then Into
Elephant’s Graveyard’ (three 6ft deep sIurr_Y
tanks) LCpl Cartér decided to go round it,
houg Ican’tthink why. Then came ‘Slajom
No I (eight times upand down a hillside)
Capt Rawdon-Smﬁh Was not enjoymP this.
Another mile and ‘Slalom No™2" (steeper
this time, all fours going up, on %/our ass’
going down, only five times though!) nobody
enjoyed this, ledst of all me as I was pulling
CI;TJI mIey_uF the hills with a piece of rope
after he twisted his ankle in the first mile!

The_K|II|n? Fields .
At six country miles we entered The Killing
Flelds, this was the start of the assault coursg
and where it really gets tough. (they don’t
call it tough %uy for nothmg first, uF) IS the
Tiger’ (a.30ft A’ frame butthe higher you
0 efurtheraPartthestep_sget)then Tigers
eeth’ (anelectric fence withitwice the shock
needed to stun a cow!!) onto ‘Tigers Talil
(same as Tiger). New to this year was
Colditz’ (6fttnén 81t then 101t walls) after
that the dreaded ‘Behemoth” (rope c_rossmg
Oft uP 20ftacross, three times) absell dow
(or fall) and intg ‘Battle of the Somme’ a
series of water filled trenches, some waist
deep, some neck deep, you coufdnttell untjl
ou jumped In. Burfing straw bales in
_eAween andthunderflaghes ?omg ofteither
side, they were designed to give Us a taste of
what our great grandfathers' went through
during the First World War. _
Atter the “Swamp’ (knee deep again) we
entered the ‘Viet Cong Tunnels’ (Concrete
pipes with abend in the middle to keep you
In'the dark); over ‘Paradise Climb’ (car%o
net platform); through “Pig Vlllaﬂe’ to the
d[]eade ‘UnderWateAT nneLs’_.J esewere
chest aeep water with five 'ori [ges’to go
under. The water by this fime félt
unbelievably painful, particularly on your
head, %nd totfally took our breath-away;, the
worst bit by far; _
Acrossthe ‘Dunkirk Beaches’ (60ft S_W|m1
andonto ‘Berlin Wall' (unclimbable withou
aﬁsmtance nextupis ‘Wa(!kon\/\‘/ ter’ (301t
chest deep) out of that and over ‘The Benn
(as Berlin but bi ger?)more mud and onto
The Desperate Dan Platform’ (graw_lﬁ ft
0N ropes or crawl 5ftd,roP 15t and swim the
remalnmﬁ bhitlike [did!)over The Dragon
Pool'. Aftera warm u j(_)é}. up Boot Hill',
down to the Barrel Bridge” and through
“Stalag Escape Crawl’ (in"mud, under 15
inches of harted wire) traverse the 'Tyre
Trek’ (600m of discarded vehicle tyres) and
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The, Sting’ (ask S%t Joyce ahout cramp!g
and jt's hdrran for ot tea, big medals an
another cold bath (but this one was provided
b% the management t wa%h in!). The
obstacles were not that had_(honest guv!)
hut the cold and wet and rain, and the fact
that the whole thlnr? took almost four hours
to complete are whiat made a couple of the
quys mutter in awe, ‘I think | seriously
Ungerestimated that! _

After rubbing the mud (that didn’t come
off) In the hath further ihto our cuts and
grazes we changed Into our clean clothes
and pushed the minibus out of the muddy
fleld. When laskedeveryone ifthey enjoyed
It | expected t ﬁet filled in’ but amazmgl
everyone said Row great 1t was (even Cpl
Llnley!{and lexpectat least seven ofthe 10

will bie there again next year.

201 gBedford)

Transport Squadron
There was no time to sit back and reflect on
the success, orotherwge, of Exermée Silver
Beaver when the squadron returned to base
from annual camp in October. We were soon
very busy preparing for the annual
Inspections of vehiclés and weapons In
November.

During November the squadron attended
the Remembrance Day Barade In Bedford
and also hosted the Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire Regiments’ annual wreath
|aying parade and reunion in Kempston on
18 November. The Old Comrades had a
very good turnout this year and over 150
were On parade, with over 200 attending the
?ost-parade_reunlon and helping to swell
he bar 7prof|ts for the squadron,

On 27 November the Lord Lieutenant of
Bedfordshire, Mr Sam Whitbread, attended
our tralnm? night to present awards to
members of the TA, ATC and ACF. The
foIIowmg resentaflons werg made to 201
Squadron personnel: Lt Goodfellow REME
- "VRSM, Cpl Warwick - Lord Lieutenant’s
Certificate and LCpl Fuller - Clasp to his
TEM. After the presentations had been made
the Lord Lieutenant led the way to the bar
where the normal Fost-parade celebrations

were enHOZed tg/a |

Pte JofinSon completed a seven-month tour
of duty in Bosnia on Op Palatine on 10
January 2002 and 1 currently enjoying six
weeks leave.

202 (Ipswich) Transport
Sq(u%dron )RLC(VS)

Exercise Roadmaster - A

Beginner’s View

Team 65: Driver Cpl Tooleg. Navigator
_Cpl Spalding, Scribe Cpl Spalding.
Usmg the ‘officers never lie” tactic, Cpl
Tooldy and myself were persuaded to enter
Exercise Roadmaster last Novemberat ATR
Pirbright. “Just a little competition,’ said
the T O...‘Nothln%tootaxmg,_Ju,stabnof
navigation and some off-road driving to test
yourskills"

By the time we’d mana}aed to get three
Larid Rovers around the M25 dufing ush
nour, both our navqatlo_n and driving skills
had| been tested to The limit. However, thg
enthusiasm was rekindled when we arrive
at Princess Royal Barracks in Deepcut. More
than 85, Land Rovers were entered into the
competition, from all three Services, poth
TA and Regular units, rank ranqed from
private to major. Being a female team, we
Were Interested to nofice that most teams
were male - ‘We’ll show them how it’s
done,” we thought. _ _
The initial brief that evening emphasised
the fun and safety aspects of the exercise,
Drivers’ hours had to be watched and
speeding was forbidden - there were
arshals with speed guns throughout the
route. to enforce this and the hreat of a
massive point penalty was enough to prevent
most from trying. L
After a thiorough scrutinising of our
vehicle, we were presented with our set of
documentation for Exercise Scattermaster
(now known as ‘Wack Races’? and given
our start time- ?Ommu es?%far ooqﬂ1 iCKly.
We were then let logse with two maps, far
too, mych paper and whatever equipment
we'd brought with us - in our case a
m_a%n_lfh/mg map light, a roamer, a lot of
nighlighters and, most importantly, a large
flask of coffee. Getting to the exercise area
was easy as it was hignlighted in the night
sI@/ from_about a mile away, du? to The
number of landrovers careering maaly round
It In various directions. Finding any one of
the 40 markers, via whichever_route we
wished, proved slightly harder, The tracks
and paths were amazingly difficult o find
In the dark. My frustration af navigating
was matched only t%/ the patience 0f my
driver, Cpl *Stirling’ Tooley, as she reversed
down, the same track for the third time,
resisting, her overwhelmlngnurge to snafch
the mapfrom me. After fournhours ofcircling
around_ bushes...’it must be here
somewhere'... we hit our time limjt and
headed for the finish ?omt, exhausted - but
not as exhausted as the few teams whose
Land Rovers had to be pulled out of ditches.
The next day dawned brl_%]t and far too
early and we tescended with the other 84
teams onto the cookhouse for a late fry-up.
With our vehicles also fuelled up and sorted
out, we started the three-part exercise for
that day._ o
Exercise Maze Master’ consisted of a
frantic drive around a nearby exercise area,
collecting letters from unknown points.
A%am, We must have criss-crossed every
other team at some point, all going in very
possible_direction. Despife 1t being a
comPetmon, everyone was frlend_|¥ and
helptul, although ‘everyone had different
ideas of which Toute was correct _
We then moved onto ‘Exercise
Orienteering Master” bit of a change - onto
a much smaller area and with onlg an
orienteering map, roughly translated by
those of us with less expérience as ‘mud
here, grass here, swampy bit on the left’. As

it happens, the swam ¥ hits were ju%t abort
everywhere due to the tecent rain. This only
made. it more fun for the drivers who sperit
40 minutes skidding around 20 points with
stops to laugh af the nawgator asthe IeaPt
fromﬂghe Ve |clesd|n¥1 a |klet dee?_ ugl ﬁ
Ip the score card, The last daytime tas
e{)s a_'test anJ harf for M drivers,
rganised by the Berkshire Four-Wheel
Drive Club, éach Rover had to complete 3
three-section off-road course. Being one of
the last teams through, the rain ‘and 65
previous vehicles had very thouq_htfully
made the ruts nice and deep and STippery.
As we started_ the first section, we tippéd
over the top into the steepest, narrowest
downhill course I've ever seen. As a
navigator, with not a lot to do but sﬁout
from’ the P_assenger seat, (they ma}/ ave
sounded like screams of fear put were
actually encouragement), I dutifully closed
my eyes and held on. Ineedn’t have Worried.
Despite eve_rythmq not strapped_down
hitting the ceﬂmgat east fwice, ﬁ’l Tooleg/
drove'round all three sections of the cours
demaonstrating a compftltlve SBI[I'[ that
surﬁrlsed many of the onlookers, being one
ofthe very few drivers to avoid getting Stuck
and scoring joint second place over all,
The |iiSt, and main Bart, ofthe competition
took place over Saturday night. ‘Exercise
Navex Master' startedat 8pmand consisted
of Pa(\ﬂ%atm a 155-n&||e_ lotted route,
Includ manned time controls,
throughout Hampshireand Surrey. Although
we knew the locations of the time controls
well In advance, the route was given out
only 60 minutes before each start time and
was made yp of various forms of navigation,
such as tulip diagrams, traces, spot Reights
etc. Despite franfic Rloftlng b)gthe navigator
and E_assmg of hI(IJ I|?hters V. the driver
we still managed To plot only"13 sta%es of
our route before our start fime. The rest
would be plotted when time Fermltteﬂ. The
exercise lasted aPprommate y elght hours
butwas comFIete y full ofacrenaline, mental
and physical effort, and coffee - which all
seemed to make If fly past. A lot of the
course wasoff-road and we had been warned
to remove anything from the sides of our
vehicles as some tracks were so narrow - In
some cases Vegetation on both sides was
brushing the edges of the windscreen! We
had also been warned to watch our speed
and always be careful, something we were
%Iad about as we passed yet anothier ditched
over being recoveréd. Despite only
rea_chm? 14 checkpoints, we_managed o
arrive at the finish oply just within our time
limit, Cpl Tooley witfi arms like TYson and
myself unable t0 see ﬁn th_mg further than
2 away that wasn't highlighted by a map
magfmﬁer. L
Atter a very welcome lie-in unti] 12
F}unheard of for a military weekend!? We
ad time to wash-down and refuel the
Rovers,andcomgare nightnay stories" with
the other teams before pnzegwmq.
All'in all it is difficult to understand why
more teams don’t enter this competition.

cl
W
0
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/-\|th0#l h undoubtedly hard work, it was  that Wenigto German
great and we emerged with two trophies  sweep of results, thi
ut more importantly, a far greater  best female

O en e 0 gy oy avgaton nd
home%idn't seem 50 bad! Fuﬁ marks to tﬁ%’

orgﬁmlsers for putHn%,on an excellent and
well-run event. When'’s the next one Sir?

203 (Loughhorough

Transport Squadron RLC

A Postcard from 203 Squadron
Hello all, well here we at Tiddesle Ran\gieTs,
south of Birmingham shooting our APWT.
As I'm writing, the excellent shootin
weather, orso I’'mtold, is closing in. I don

[t was

ut
St Tug Wilson has explained that it’s all '
orgm 0 ngood. p it
In September, the Regimental IMM team

. picked up astunnin
¥d |%est UKpr_naIe, thlrg
second and third place
International feams. _

In September we comPIeted Exercise
Silver Beaver, our tri-annua
what a lark that was! We started off with a
Mobex, 1t's just like
dinner,. about as. po
overriding memories
the TRRC at Hull, where we were treated to
a traditional Humberside frozen breakfaﬁt
just what we needed to set us out of the
assem Ig/ area, Marne Barracks, Catterick.

was hére that our task troop, under Lt Ben
Wing, was chopped to 201 Squadron, while

0
gune understand Wlhy Itneeqs to e cold b tp?ee%{e&a'ﬂgﬁéoﬂg es AR

Ueuing for a fchool
f the exercise were

quadron was tasked
the outload of pre-positioned Stocks
from the Tankadrome ‘to FSGS in the
Midlands. It all seemed to go smoothly,

although | will treasure the sigh of the 2IC
sitting on top of the ops hox sCrim trying,to
hold it down In the wind - found a use for
him at last, . . . :

The exercise culminated in a night drive
across Salisury Plain, which was relatively
trouble free for the squadron, apart from Pte

Did | do that?' Towers who decided to rest
"My his DROPS In a ditch in_front of the OC,
causing himatew grey hairs! Once that was
compléte the squadron hada couple oftasks
0 retum simmo o where itcame from before
heading home for tea and medals.

Ot course while we were all having fun
and games in the field we had four quys
who were on courses, which they all passed.
LCpls ‘Oz’ Osmond and Pat Deadman
gammg their B2, Oz also hecame a UBRE

eratOr and Ptes Edge and Titcombe passed
their B3 trade course with flying colours,
all inall a satisfactory two weeks' work.

formation FTX,

ular as wel

Special Features
The Minden Band of the Queen’s Division

It has now been a year since the Minden Band’s last entry in Castle
s0_there Is naturally a lot to catch up on,

The year, in fol_lowmgi tradition, has_proved to be very bus;{ and
extremiely fulfilling with many Presnge engagements, Ple_n_y of
travel and a chance for some well-geserved adventurous training.

The winter full gcave_vanous band mgmber_s an ogp_ortumt topug
away their musical instruments and participate’in a Séries of
adventurous trammg activities, Cpl Steve Dugueno and LCpl Fraser
Hurman took full advantage and in January joined Exercise Spring
Tiger: an ATR Bassinghourn led expedifion scuba diving in the
Caribbean Sea, offthe coastof Belize. During the two-week éxercise

The Band at Prowse.

bath novice divers picked uptheir sports diver qualification however.

February saw a further two band members set off for Germany for
a two-wegk hasic parachuting course. SSgt Frank Barker and Musn
lan Travers enlisted on the Senelager” based course and_boh
completed the ‘static line’ phase of parachuting jum mg from 3,500ft.
Fortunately they both lived to tell the talé”and returned safely.
March savi the band skiers dust off their blades and participate In'a
weeklong skiing exercise in Les Arcs, France.

The seven Minden Band members were joined by 11 members of
the Normandy Band along with a couple of instructors from ATR
Bassingbount. Led by the”Bandmaster, W01 Morfill, a great time
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The Band marching through Sondeberg.

\r/\éarrs]ir?ggdpy all as band members who did not go are constantly
Atthe end of March the band took part in a week-long recruitin
event held at Gamecock Barracks near Nuneaton. The whole even
entitled ‘Expertech 01" was held inold aircraft hangars and despite
the extremely cold snowy weather some positive results were

achieved.,

Atter Easter leave the band performed at the Wembley arena and
at the Natural History Museum in London straight after which
Instruments and equipment were packed tora ten-week roulement
tour of Germany. _ _

A_rnvm% in mid-May, the band were based in the picturesque
spring city of Paderborn and travelled extensively throughout

ermany.” Highlights included Eerformlng at the Brit-fést in
Hamburg, Plalymg at the Ambassador's residence in Berlin and
during the Tall Ships Festival in Kiel. The band also performed at a
?\%Jnc_ekrt in th% beéiutlful baroque city of Dresden alongside a Herres

usikcorps band. .

During the return ]nour_ney from Dresden the band were fortunate
enough to stop at the infamous village of Colditz, where a very
Informative and interesting tour of the Castle was 81|v,en. Fortunately
tgléedeepgg% band managed™to escape and make their way back 0

The roulement tour was not Hust restricted to Germany and during
the tour the band managed to travel to Belt[uum to perform abeating
refreat ceremony at SHAPE, the banﬂ also performed dyring. the
Nijmegen marches in Holland and pernaps the highlight of the tour
the hand performed during the Ring Riding Festival in Sonderborg,
Denmark. The friendshipand hospitality 0f the Danish people was
Incredible dand will not be for ollt)en.

The band returned to Bassingbourn Bayracks at the end of July
and, after a well-deserved leave, was back on the road again
Performmg at the Hilton in London. Hampton Court and a week on
he famoui bandstand at Easébourne. ,

During the autumn the ban Eerformed at anumber of concerts in
such venues as Northampton, Braunstone near Leicester, Orford in
Suffolk and Southend. These concerts gave the band a perfect
opportunity to_rehearse the music for the latest CD. This fourth
Minden Band CD was recorded in the Minden Band rehearsal room.

Bassingboum Barracks. Entitled Orband Sceptre, it is dedicated to
Her Majesty's forthcoming Golden Jubilee.

The most pm&nant moment of the _)(ear came towards the end of
Octoer when the band had the privilege to travel to Belgium and
e\llay for the burial ceremony of a lost soldier from the First World

ar In Flanders. Pte Hary’ Wilkinson of the Lancashire Fusiliers
was killed during a skirmish in _YFres on 10 November 1914, His
bod}/_ Iag buried Where he fell until Tast year when a farmer ploughed
the ield and found, along with fragmerits of his uniform, his identity
ta%. Pte Wilkinson was Iaid torest at Prowse Point Military Cemetery
where the band performed durm%_the ceremony. LCpl Tim Hammond
performed the Last Post after which Pte WilKinson's granddaughter
and the Duke of Kent laid wreaths. .

The Christmas period saw the band travel to Chepstow to visit the
Poachers ang IaIy for the Regimental b_oxmg and a potential NCOs
%adr?_ pass off parade as well & performing for both Mess Christmas
unctions,

The band also visited Addenbrookes Hospital in Cambridge to
administer some well-needed Christmas cheer to patients andstaft

alike. . .

The band returned from Christmas leave in time to say farewell to
the Bandmaster, WO1Norman Morfill. who retired from the Army
after22 Years of loyal service..The band dined oyt Mr Morfill dur\|,r\1rq
a formal Mess type dinner nlgrht along with his wife Sharon, We
wish them both every success Tor the future _

Other band members tf leave during the year were LCpl Jim
Mass, who has successfu I¥ transferred'to the Central Band of the
Royal Air Force and Musn Pete (Bill) Bailey who has transferred to
the’Clive Band of the Prince of Wales Division. We also wish them
the best of lyck in their new postings. _

Our thoughts are now turned towards the forthcoming tour of
Cyprus as in April the band move to Episkopl for a thrée-month
roulement tour of the Island, H|ghl|9hts will include Haymg\;orthe
tercentenagl_ofthe Kln?’s OwnBorder Regiment at Happy Valley,
Episkopi, Britcon meda parade in Njcosia, playing for the Queen’s
é?nlEjttheayAParade as well as playing for parades i Athens, Ankara

VIV.

For further details of the Minden Band, visit our website at

www.minden-band.co.uk


http://www.minden-band.co.uk
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ReBgimentaI Museum

attle of the Month
Col JP Macdonald writes:

The Regiment has inherited over 100 Bastle Hongurs which were
awarded for actions between May 1940 (Norway) and November

1951 (Korea). . :
ﬁ\e(rrustegs of the Regimental Museum believed that we should
take advantage of this, not oply to show that there was ‘life before
19?]4’ but also that several of our foHnder req|ments fought in r_nosA
ofthe well-known actions, After much discussion the trustees decide

toadopt a ‘Battle of the M?nth’ -_gom rather further than Hu_st the
Battle Honours. These. will be di Pla ed month _\{_mont In the
museum. The presentation will be at A2 size and wilf include a brief
account of the battle supported/reinforced by maps/drawings

Pho_togra hs etc. The sources of these accounts will eeubhshed
egimental histories, fleshed out, If possible, by Veterans’

experiences. .

Phe_ trustees debated long and hard over which battles to choose
and finally decided on thosé listed here, either on the basis that these
were actions involving more than one Tounderregment or that th|?
was an action by asingle battalion which illustratgd the “Regimenta

character’.
I_J_anutaryr:] Jahore 1942, Royal Norfolk, Suffolk, Cambridgeshire,
gicestershire,

February: _Singapore Island 1942, Royal Norfolk, Suffolk,
Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire, Leicestershire.

ar_? *Cassino 1 1944 Efsex. _

April: Imphal 1944, Suffolk, Northamptonshire, _

May: Dunkirk, 1940 Lincolnshire, Suffolk, Bedfordshire and
Hertfordshire. _ . .

June: Normandy Landings 1944, Royal Norfolk, Lincolnshire,
Suffolk, Hertfordshire. Esséx, Northamptonshire.

July: Slcg)(]_1943: Northamptonshire. ,

August: Chindits 1944, Bedfﬂrdshlre, Leicestershire, Eslseﬁ]_

September: Antwerp-Turnhout Canal 1944, Lincolnshire,
Lejcestershire, Essex. _ _

QOctoner: Venray 1944, Royal Norfolk, Lincolnshire, Suffolk.

November: Korea 1951, Royal Leicestershire.

December: Tobruk 1941, L eicestershire, Essex.

No doubt some readers will disagree with this list. If so, would
they please write to RHQ telling us why? The trustees will examine
gac case_carefull)é. _

Lastly, it would e a great help if veterans of these battles and/or
Re |mentﬁ| archives could supplY Bhotos, m[?ps orap thing to
enfiance the presentation. They will be returned promptly.

_ ~Donations
The foIIowmg have km%il donated items to the museum.
Lt M Beaumont: Items fromhis tour inZimbabwe. Capbadges
T shirts, tape recordings and the Main Gate Regimental

caphadge.
MF? _T_gdge: Photographs of the 5th Battalion and Freedoms

Certificate, .
Mr é%mlth: Photographs of the 5th Battalion 1971-92.
Mr P Ferguson: Scrapbook for copying intothe 5th Battalion’s

records. _ : .

Sgt(E Headland: Iragi plastic helmet - Russian headdress with
caphadge. Badge of rank of 4 corporal and shoulder badge.
Record, Marching with the Tigers, photograph album (Gulf
War). booklet (Berlin, How it Started), maps and trops agenda,
MrJF Collinge: Olive green jacket and trousers and a pair of
Jtmgle boots. otfigraphs fromhisalbum (Mallaca in Malaya).
) 0CpI /é%(oendall: arlous items of signal equipment from’the

5 and 60,
Mrs N Grace (step-daughter of W02 E Madlin: Items from
Malaya, kris dagger, shield _grog-%f-war ash tray, hooks and
Pafmtle)ts, morse key for a field phone, photograph (School of
nfantry).

%/?t LC;y Parsons: Mess kit complete.

r CS Pain: Nol Dress complete, _
Mr J Valentine_BEM: Vigeo recording of 3rd Battalion
newsree| Belfast 72 {the ths flats arga . _
WOZTNorton:Phoogra Bury St Edmunds 1964-65 period.
MrJ Walker and Mr J Enright: Information on Aden 1963-
67 and a CD rewriter for museum use.

Mr N Cracknell: No 2 Dress ORs com#)Iete.

M rt ? Stharpe: 1968 Peace medal, ashtray glass and ACE Il
certificate,

Mr A Wilde: Orders for opening fire - Aden-NI. Copy of
awards given to British persons inthe Oman.

Mr L Baker: No4 rifle bayonet. . _

Mrs E Martin: Copies of @ marriage certificate (Berlin) and
copies of photographs from Aden. _
Mr | Owens (South Africa): ltems of clothm? from the
Reglment de laRey, bushjacket and trousers, beretand badge,
stable belt, cravat and photographs of the unit in training.

O%eration Fingal
Capt Sam Wilson, ADC to COMISAFfrom January-March,
reviews the early months ofthe ISAF deployment in Kabul

Not mang soldiersare privileged to be involved in an o frau_on from
Its conception, when' It Is drguably at Its most challenging ana
demanding. But the rapid progressofOpera_ﬂon Enduring Freedom
InAfghanistan and the routofthe Taleban regime once again provided
British forces with an,opportumn(, 0 Prove their worth on peace
support operations. With most national governments unwilling to
assume the role of lead nation In mounting sucha difficult operation,
partlc_ularlx to somewhere as volatile as Afghan_lstan, it was Iittle
surprise when the Prime Minister volunteered British troops to lead
the International Security Assistance Force %?AE) Asa K}?Iment
we can rightly be proud that one of our own, Maj Gen John McColl,
was appointed as the commander of the force, * _
Regrettably the United Kingdom has an mgleorlo_us hlsto(r?/ on this
Earucularstretch of the infamous North-West Frontier, but Operation
Ingal has offered the chance to assist the regeneration gfa countr
whose turbulent past in recent centuries has been due in no small
part to our own self-mt%rested meddlm_%. Th% verY fact hhat the
Anglo-Russian stru% le Tor dominance 1n Afghanistan in the 19th
Century was referred 1o as ‘the Great Game’ does not speak well of

the respect we showed for Afghan internal Bolmcs at the time, and
our shameful conduct in the 1830s and 1840s contributed to one of
the Royal AnEI|an Regiment’s most disastrous hours, when the men
of the“44th Foot (later the Essex Regiment) were massacred at
(andamack during the Retreat from Kabul inJanuary 1842. We are
fortunate now, however, with such a hl%h level of Reglm_ental
Involvement in the current operatjon, to have the ogg)or un!g to
rebuild a shattered count% and write a more worthy Chapter In' the
nistory of British involvement here. ,

Ma{ Gen McColl W_as_e_njoy_m%the quiet life commanding the 3rd
EUm ed Kmrgdom%Dstmn in Bulford, when on 11 December the

ommander-in-Chief [ivened up the Land Command Board by
confirming that he had heen %)Bomted toc?mmand the Internationdl
Security Assistance Force (COMISAF); four days later he was on
his recce in Kabul. Over the months he Has become the accepted face
andv?me of ISAF, required to Pla therole of politician andd|Blor_nat
as well as m|I|tar¥ commander arid strategist. That ne Is still running
the show now, when Tony Blair had originally Pledged to hand over
as lead nation in April, might be largely due to Turkish reluctance to



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT 53

take over, but itis also testament to the importance of one man to the
success ofthe mission, and an indication ot how mdely_respect_ed he
IS by the ,_Lt\;/‘ghan Interim Administration and the wider international
community.

It was tfie Bonn agreement, drawn up in early December in the
wake ofthe collapse of the Taleban regime to map out Afghanistan’s
d?moc_ratlcde\_/eloqment, which setthecondltlonsf?rthe eployment
ot an_ International force to Kabul to assist the fledgling Interim
Administration in restoring security and_stabllltm, and thereby aid its
bid internall an_dmtern?nonallgforcred|b|I|ty. _ow(fverthedet_alle
terms under'which the force w uIddepIoBremalne undetermined,
and Gen McColl arrived in Kabul on 15 December to negotiate the
Military Technical Agreement (MTA). His adversary was the
Def nc? Minjster (de%lgnate), ng Fahim Khan. Fahin ha? heen
nead of Intelligence for Masoua, the revered Nortnern Alliance
leacler assassinated bg the Taleban two da?/s before 11 September,
and |ike many members of the Northern Alliance he did not see the
need for foreign troops on the streets of Kabul - he believed his own
troops were miore than capable of prowdmg security. His proposed
solution was to confine ISAF troops to barracks outside Kaul,
allowing them into the city onlgl at the invitation of the [A when
deemed”necessary! As for patrolling the streets, this Idea seemed
anathema to Fahim - the word "patrolling’, which does not exist in
either of the principal dialects, Dari orPashtun, translates mmplg 8
‘g0ing for a walk’. On these points, as with many others, Gen

cColl dug his heels in and gained concessions, though It has to be
said the A %hans never fully grasped the patro!lm%conce?t- inthe
g?ﬂyogz soz%/ eIleast joint patrolS were accompanied by an Afghan one

With the Inauguration of the Interim Administration on 22
December and the signing, of the MTA on 4 January{, the way{(was
clear for the deployment ofthe 19 national contingenits that make up
the ISAF, ranging from a 1200-strong German"hattle group to a
Bulgarian mobile path and laundry unit! The city th%encountered
on arrival was 4 devastated yet fascinating place. The Jocation IS
spectacular, sitting.at 1800m in a vast howl surrounded b;f the
mountains of the Hindu Kush, but has Its drawbacks - a thick layer
of dust and smoq hovers like an acrid cloud over the whole cn)(_. In
the 1960sand eay ﬁ/ 19705 Kabul wasa thriving, vibrant, cosmopolitan
city, popular with tourists and backpackers alike. But 23 years of
conflict have tom jt apart, wearing the people down and driving
many residents to flee the city andeven the Country. The Russians
actually did much for the city’s infrastructure before and durmg the
Sovietoccupation, but the civil war befween warlords such as MaSoud
and Hekmatyar (1992-1996) has left Targe swathes of the city in

ruins. o _

The Taleban undertook little in terms of reconstruction and
re_Pen_eratlon and much of what was left standing is derelict and
difapidated, having more often than not been used as some kind of
defensive ﬂosmon atone time or another, Five years of drought have
dried out the bed of the Kabul River and left many locals, Who live
out a meagre subsistence existence, on the verge of goverty and
starvation, The people of Kabul, sick of war and desperate for peace
ang stability, 8ree eg the deP,Io ment of ISAF with trem?ndous
enthusiasm and gooawill. Initially nervous at the sight of foreign
troops once maré on the streets of Kabul, the locals soon realised
that ISAF 1s a force for good. It was amazing to see how quickly a
smile and a few frienaly words could break down the barriers of
mistryst, and soqn one was greeted eve|r_){where by children ch|rp|n%
theonly words o_fEn?hsh_they knew... ‘Hello, how are you?’ Assiste
by an intensive jnformation operations campaign, Gen McColl was
siviftly elevated to the status of local hero, instantly, recognizable
and miobbed wherever he went. The cause was helpedimmeasurably
m/an Inclement weather front in early Februa)r?/ which brought
fjore rain and snow In a few days than had been experienced during
five years of Taleban rule, =~ L

In and amongst Pettmg to grips with the situation on the ?round,
the_truIY_ multi-national nature of the force (HQ [SAF itself mult-
nationalised on 18 Feb_ruar?/)th_rew up problemsofitsown. Mounting
the entire operation via a fragile air bridge had proved Qhallenglng{
for the UK, and hlphllghte the scarcity of _rmhtarY air transpor
assets, but it had nof prevented us from achieving early effect on the
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Capt Wilson on the road to Bagram.

ground - the first foot patrol took place on 29 December, six days
efore the MTA was formally signed. For the oth,ertrooP contributing
nations, however, the inload of troops and eﬂw ment was, rovmg
less problematic, and indeed mang_ ere gue Ing up to fly in hefor
UK as [ead nation was ready toreceive them. But the notjon ot early
or rapid effect was alien to them - the Turkish force bakery, the
Finnish saunaand the German bierkeller all had to be in place Before
full operating capability could be declared! In comparison, our own
antique expeditionary infrastructure has rightly come In for a great
deal ofcriticism, butt has to be said that the British ability to get on
with the job in hand with the bare minimum of infrastructure support
seems unmatched. In other areas we have also had some valuable
lessons t? 8ss on - the raPld avallab|I|t¥ of %overnment funds
(principally from the Department for International Development
and the Foreign and Commonwealth Office) for quick impact CIM1C
projects has meant that we have been able tohave arapid ameliorative
effect on the quality of life in Kabul. The mone}/ has been focussed
on rebuilding schoals, hospitals and roads, and al hou?h such projects
barely scratch the surface of the wholesale reconsfruction needed
throughout the countr;f, they are at least making a visible difference
to the Feo e of Kabul, who are Increasing| seekm? some sort of
tangib _ nany Toreign troops.
No other nation has been able to provide funding; as qumkI(Y, and
whilst the international community has pledged billions of dollars
for reconstruction at the Tokyo Confer?nce in January, it could be
years before Afghanistan sees the benefits,
With tactical command in Kabul_delegated down to the one star
headguarters (the Kabul Multi-National Brigade, iitially based on
Air Asslt Bde, with the lead role handed over to Germany in
|ate March‘), Gen McColl and hjs own two star headquarters have
been anle 0 concentrate their efforts on liaison and co-ordination
with the Interim Administration and other key political pl’e\lxe_rs._For
all the goodwill behing the newg_overnment, many former U‘Jahldln
warlords have been disenfranchised with Jhelnau uration of the 1A
(including Dr Rabbani. the former presiaent), and COMISAF has
sRent a considerable amount of time trylrglg t0 identify what, if any,
threat these people pose to the 1A and” ISAF. These meetm%s
frequently involve feasting on vast Afghan banquets (much to the

e Improvements from the presence 0150 many
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horror of the Environmental Health
Team!) while seated cross-legged on
cushions around the room; emg
assured that neither the 1A nor 1SA|
are under threat; but AfPhan treacher}g
IS as famous as its hospitality, and suc
declarations can rarely be taken at face
value. Meetings with government
ministers have mvanabk developed
their own patterns - the Afghan sense
oftime 1S much more relaxed Ahfxn our
own, and waiting and rescheduling IS
commonplace, but as hosts, they are
courtequs enough to ply visitors with
an endless, stream of %reen tea, nuts,
raising.and sugarfed almonds.

Inspite of suich frustrations, progress
has been encouragln%L thou{gh_ not
without the occasional bizarre fwist of
events which has dprompted the ISAF
Chigfof Staffto adopt the refrain *You
couldn’t make 1t up!” Years from now
historians will look back and wonder
how on earth [SAF %ot_mvolved with
flying 7,000 Hajj pilgrims to Mecca:
of how' ISAF organised a football
mafch hetween 1SAF and Kabul
United, the b(ljggest sporting event the
Olympic Stadium had seen for years
(ang why the 900d old British press
preferredl to focys on the trouble
outside the ground?\;/land why on gne
occasion, over the Muslim féstival of
Ede, a British staff officer was to. be
seenon the outskirts of Kabul bartenng
with a local shepherd for the purchas
ofadozen sheep for COMISAF. There
have been sethacks.too - the murder
ofthe Aviation Minister at the aerort,
acontentious shootmgalnmdent- uta
redoubhn? of Information operations
and the CTMIC campaign has shored
up any force protection concerns these
Incidents might have thrown up. The
stream of visitors who have flocked to
meet COMISAF has been equally.
eclectic-Tony Blair, Jack Straw, Kdfi Annan. Gen Tommy Franks.
EI?HC}@ Jagger, Gary Mabbutt, and Lawrie McMenemie, to name

ut afew.

There has at least been time in the m_arqlns to immerse oneself in
the history ofthe country beyond the obligatory reading o Flashman’s
adventurés! Renovation work has been undertaken by the British
contingent at the old Christian cemetery to salvage the nine remaining
headstones of the several thousand British officers and soldiers who
died in the first and second Afghan Wars, and a commemorative
stone commissioned. A memorial stone was also_unveiled in the
Khoord Kabul Pass to commemorate the 4,000 British, Indian and
Afghan soldjers and their wives and children slaughtered there
during the infamous Retreat from Kabul in 1842. Atthg mercy of the
local warlords and their own commanders” lack of resolve, the
British forces had no choice, but to withdraw to Jellalabad and the
safety of the Indian frontier, less than 100 miles away over
unfor?wmq terrain in mid-winter. On several occasions durmg the
retreal the Treacherous Mohammad Akbar offered the men of the
44th the oppartunity to surrender, but they refused, and finally a
Gandamack fought” heroically to the hitter end, surrounded and
drastically outnumbered by trie Ghazl tribesmen. Walkln%over th
difficult ferrain now, 1t is ea,S)f to see how the land lies hugely in
favour of the attacker, especidlly with the Pass deep In Snow. ~

Today the Pass Is littered with the debris of mare recent conflict;
to. wander off the.beaten _tracg_ls to put oneself at risk from the
millions of landmines which blight the whole country. Removing

The new memorial at the top of the Khoord Kabul Pass to commemorate those Killed
there during the retreat from Kabul in January 1842, among them the men of the

the scars of war and restorm? Peace and stability to Afghanistan will
undoubtedly take years, but ISAF is achieving rapidsuccess. The
changlg in "Kapul”since December has been nothing short of
remarkable - the city has quite literally come to life. Shops have
reopened, street traders have set up. traffic has returned to the
streets, lorries are arriving from the provinces and Pakistan, and
refugees are flooding back. This has only been possible because the
security situation has improved dramatically. and public confidence
boosted. Irregéjlar troops have been largely disarmed and disbandeg
orreturned tobarracks; the police are being re-eqmpBed and retrained.
Crime rates in Kabul now compare. very favoura I% with similar-
sized citles across the world. Our training of the Ist Battalion of the
Afghan Natlonal Guard, now employed as the Presidential Guard at
the'palace, Is the first step in enabling the Afghans to 8uara_ntee their
own security, with a restructured riational army and police force.
The reo}penm_g of Kabul International Airport, only made possible
by ISAF engineering work and the continued _i)resence of a strong

AF contirigent, has once more made the city accessible to the
wider international community, The ISAF presénce has made a real
difference on the %round, butthere is still a long way to ﬁo, and to
extract ourselves 100 early could badlly undermine”Afghanistan's
chances of peaceful, democratic devefopment. There Seems little
option other than to commit ourselves to the long haul, but we ¢an
be ogt|m|s_t|c that when eventuallg we do withdraw, this time, unlike
&ggplen will be n good order and with the goodwill of the Afghan
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Life with the Bermuda Regiment
Maj RHC Lucas writes:

| have heen seconded fo the Bermuda Regiment since M§¥ 1999,
My family and I have had a wondertul time here and for my part |
feel very. nw]ege_d to have been able to have had this marvelous
opportunity. Highlights for me have included two Regiment exercises
In Jamaicd, Regimént embodiments here in Bermuida as a result of
Hurricane Gert'in 1999 ang Hurricane Erin last year as well as the
visit by Tall Ships 2000 to Bermuda. We were also directly affected
%/the September 11 attacks on the World Trade Centré with the
egiment being embodied at no notice for five days guarding
%Peuendgpt glanes atthe International Airport and Cruise'Ships at our
It hag been atime ofchan%e for the Regdment largely as a result of
a review that took place n February 2000. B Compary, our second
rifle company, was dropped from the Orba and Support Company
Increased in Size ana gained new roles to reflect the move to greater
specialisation. This has meant a reduction in Regiment strefigth of
some 100soldiers. The CommandmgnOfflcer formost of this period
has been Lt Col David Gibbons. He hands over to Maj Eddie Lamb
In July. Throuy\glhout this period the CO has heen strongh(] supézorted
byMVa\l, Lara/] ussenden, the 2IC CaBtW|II|am White; the Adjutant
and WOT Snherwyn Richardson, the RSM. "
| am delighted to regort_that the Royal Anglian affiliation.to the
Bermuda Regiment remains _ve(r:y str ngs. en | arrived | Lome,d
W02s Kev Stollery and Chris Cooper. “Shortly atter W02 Phillip
Tilley replaced W02 Stollery and in July 2000°W02 Cooper’s post
was gapped along with that o the Jamaican Defence Force W02, In
Aprit 2000 Lt Col Peter Holme, assisted by two CATC instructors
ran a very successful senior commanders’ course for mlgors and
captains in the Regiment. In October 2001 W02 Dale Robinson
arrived for a four-month attachment with the Regiment, He took
over as QM’s Company 21C and among other things assisted Capt
Herman Eve the new QM with Prﬁducm ,acompl,et,e[l new mventorg.
In November the Colonel of the Regiment visitéd the Bermuda
Regiment and Rresented the Corps Warant so strengghening our ties
with the British Army, Lt Col Mike Beara has just finished a short
visit to the Regiment.” On behalfof the Commandant Infantry Battle
School he has negotiated a new package of infantry courses for our
commanders thatwill guarantee a certain number of places per year
and save us sgme moriey as welll o
| was Joined by W02 Darren Marsh in June 2001 and Maj Phil
Birch In January of this year, so currently there are three of us with
the Bermuda Regiment along with our wives and families. | will
finish in August and be replaced by Maj Andrew Wadman who Is
currently in Kuwait.

Maj Phil Birch with his gang in Jamaica, March 2002.

Majs Lucas and Birch and W02 Marsh at Cool Runnings
Restaurant, Jamaica.

Maj PM Birch writes:
From Januarﬁ 20021have been luck ,enough to haye been atr[ache,d
fo The Bermlida Regiment as the P cial projects officer. So far this
nas Involved helping to update the Regiment’s SOPs, key point
Instructions_ang othér contingency plans. In addition [ have heen
acting as chief instructor on the Patential Officers’ Commissigning
Course (POCC) being run locally as an alternative to sending officer
cadets to RMAS, The course started in February with a selection
weekend at which seven lance corporals were chosen to be officer
cadets. The course is taking E)Iace,overtwo drill nights per week, the
Regiment’s annual camp i Jamaica and then an additional overseas
camp to be run at Camp Blandm?, Florida in June. .
The highlight of the Course so far has been the tnp to Jamaica in
March 2002as part of Exercise Blue Mountain I, the Regiment’s
biepnial visit to Jamaica. The aim ofthe POCC gverseas camp was
to Instruct, practise and assess the potential officers in the skills
required_to perform as a platoon commander in a conventional
setting. The potential officers were on a separate pro_%ramme to the
rehsto the Regiment and their camp was divided into four main
gSes. . , : :
pPha_se one consjsted of a four-cay teaching package involving
practical lessons In tactics, signals and map reading.” There werg
also several TEWTS ang orders exercises inwhich the officer cadets
were introduced to the intricacies of mission analysls, estimates and
the orders Process. The%/ had been glven some instruction on this
back in Bermuda but this wa%thelr Irst oggortunlw t0 trg/ It out ?n
the qround. Instructiorf was by myselt
the Adjutant Capt William White, and
Lt David ngl Who was on exchange
from the Royal Gibraltar Regiment for
the duratiori, of the camp. This phase
took place in the exotic setting of a
banana plantation in the Golden Vale
area ofthe Rio Grande river valley, just
south of Port Antonio. The farmers were
very friendly and negotiated with our
two Jamaica Defence Force escorts tg
provide us with an endless supply of
Jelly caconuts, star apples and” other
fruits, We also found timeon an ev_emng
towalk to the village of Fellowship an
experience the local delicacy, Ijerk
chicken, and the obligatory couple of
Re Stnge l?]eers.
The nextphase was a three-day POCC
exercise which took,PIace,durm% the
Regiment's community projects phase.
This be%an with an Infiltration_ march
across the Comguss Gap, a six-hour
slog along a narrow, slippery path



56 CASTLE

Special Features

W02 Marsh living off the land, Jamaica 2002.

through the high jungle on the edge of the famous Blue Mountains
coffeg region.”On completion théy occupied a Patrol narbour and
were Immediately tasked with writing recce patrol orders for that
m%ht. Asuccesstul Jecc? Batrol was sent out with onfe_ of the office
cadets in command, followed the next day by a fighting patro
3 alnﬂanenem -occugled banan_ah%tandafxtractl i march down
e valley on thé ast morning. This pnase fully tested the endurance
of the officer cadets and their ability to think clearly when tired.
Next, the POCC acted as enemy for the remainder 0fthe Regiment
for the four-day Regimental final exercise, Reinforced by’ some
Support Company personnel and three Gibraltarians, the”POCC
became adrug-dealing band known as the Chains Gang, with m)rself
as ther leader “JJ Morfat’, This phase cantinued to be excellent
training for the potential officers as, despite their unconventional
dlstln%mshmg atire, the Chains Gang used correct battle procedure
ana the offiCer cadets continued fo be exercised I command
appointments. Inevitably this phase ended with the defeat of the
naing Gang and JJ's last stand during the Reglmentsf_m_al aftack.
Finally, a er_sE_endmg almost the whole of the camp living in the
flel? and nourishing the ticks and mos U|toe?], everyone eamed g
well-deserved two days’ R and R package In the tourist hotspots ot

Montfegro, Baly or Negnl., , o
.0 far jnstructing On this course has provided me with immense
jr?b satisfaction, notonly for protessional reasons but also as | have
ad the chance to spend over three weeks in a beautiful country [ike
Jamaica and see not only the tourist hotspots but also areas which
are well off the heaten”track, Over the next few months | lopk
forward to continuing the training and seeing all those who reach the
reqmred standard recgive their Governor’s Commission at the passing
out parade in July.

W02 D J Marsh writes: ,
Bermuda has been a great posting so far as [ have only heen in post
for nine months now. However, 1t IS not quite the relaxing tannin
Bost that some said it would be (and | hoped it would be!). 1 oads 0
each time and very little time awa*\‘was the cr>{_t0 my family and |,
Six days after arrival | was off to North Carolina with the PNCO
Cadre for 10days leaving Tracey and the kidsto be verY succ_essfullﬁ

settled in by thé all the Regiment staft. On return | got to grips wit

the post of_Tramm?_Wlng Warrant Officer and set about sorting out
asmall office and find mY way around the computer so that | could
familiarise myself with all the'docyments | would need for the next
couple of years. Unfortunately while having the computer software
upgraded Something went hofribly wrong and all was lost, With the
ma,orlty of the pre-course _startmg In the next couple of weeks it
called for some panic one-fingered typing.. . _

The Training Wing dose not have'a Tramm% Officer af present
which has allowed mie to get more involved with aspects of trainin
for the Re?wrent that | would not normal!\y do, We ran a RM
course for 20 local students and 10 Caribbean students in October o
last year, Four SASC instructors from TAG North put the students
thro_utl;h the course. | had great fun assmtmlg the Training Compan
Training Team develop and run the annualrecruit camp'in Januar
this yedr. | was also involved in the planning of the Regiment’s
Overseas camp foJamaica. | was r%;wen a seven-dag window to plan
and conduct a four-cay jungle and patrol package and a three-day
live f|r|n% package taking the soldiers from indiviqual, pairs Jungle
CQB and fire-téam aftack. | also ran platoon-level live firing
ambushes that were enjoyed as much by the training team as they
were by the soldiers. . , ,
_The planmn? for this started way back in _Se%tember with the
initial recce followed by a confirmatory recce in December. It was
achallenging task but, With the hard work and co-operation from the
Bermuaainstructors and the Jamaica Defence Force Training team,
the aim was achieved well, .

I 'am currently assisting the PNCOs’ Cadre Trammt[] Team to plan
the final [Phase of the cadre t?] be held at Cam;f Blanding, North
Florida irl June of this, year, The recce went well and the Students
along with the potential officers cadre will be put through their

aces dll|r|n drg tralnlng,_hve firing and final exercise ‘phases.
Camp Blanding offersav netKofde ar]quenvwonments,totram
in, and with thé assistance of the US National Guard for helicopters
ﬁ]ngvibnoats the final exercise will prove to be demanding and fast

The gnly otherareaofsignificant interest lopming over the horizon
will be the summer stand down. Here the main qbjectives will be to
get to know some of the best beaches, do some bgating and flshlnq
and also, see what the rqolfmq world has to offer - though no
necessarily In that order!
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Cpl Criddle preparing rabbit stew - D Company survival Exercise Eagle Endurance - Maj Mike Googe (left) and Lt
training. Tim Irwin-Parker present a cheque to a local hospice.

E Company Recruiting Team - Chelmsford town centre.

Recruit election Weekend - Bury St Edmunds..



Visit by the Colonel-in-Chief
Colchester 20 May 1983

Back from left: 2Lt CLW Szabo, 2Lt DAP Cox, Lt J Burgess, Lt ADW McArdle, Lt RJ Edmondson-James, Lt SJ Boast, Lt RCJ Goodin, 2Lt DJ Gregory, Lt AJC Wild, 2Lt DME Moorat,
Lt JD Lopez, Lt JA Stewardson. Centre row: Capt CT Page, W01 MNJ Dawe, Capt CJ Pearce, W01 L Keogh, Capt MJ Beard, W01 D Whitehead, Capt TR Wilkes, W01 A Powell,
Capt DJ Clements, W01 W Burford, Capt SPB Badger, W01 RE Eke. Front: Lt Col HW Lambert, Lt Col PBD Long, Lt Col DJW Browne MBE, Maj Gen JB Akehurst CBE, Gen Sir
Timothy Creasey KCB OBE, Colonel-in-Chief, Maj Gen DC Thorne CBE, Maj Gen JA Ward-Booth OBE, Lt Col AJK Calder, Lt Col AE Thompson MBE MC, Lt Col DW James.
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Presentation of Colours...the Deputy Colonel-in-Chief at Duxford on 29 April 1995.
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Ironman USA Triathlon
Maj AW Price writes:

Only 26 miles to run after this...phew!

Thestary started in 1999 while the author wason the Daqge,rcourse
atthe R?%/al Military College of Science at Shrivenham. Tjoined the
Tniathlor Club and"started training for the various races scheduled
for 2000. The driving force behind'the clyb asked during a meeting:
‘Who wants to build up to the fronman distance?” | started looking
out of the window _thmkm?... rather you than me mate!” After 3
surtable pause he said: "OK then so that’s half Ironman n 2000 and
full Ironman in 2001. Four-man team of me, (Jon Tink), Mike Kelly,
Simon Jordan and Andy Price’. “What was that?’ 1 said jolting back
from my daa/ dreamm?. Jon said: ‘Andy - YOU can’t'swim, your
techniqe on the bike s awtul and you then fose time on the run -
you're in, You could u?e the }ralmn%!’

On 29 July 2001 all Tour of us stood on the edge of the water at
Lake Placio; New York State, USA. We were among 1,808 entrants

Maj Andrew Price completes the triathlon.

In thF largest smlgele wave Ironman Triathlon start fver. Ahead lay g

ruelling 2.4 mi sof_swmmmg\followedb anilly cycle course ot

12 miles (Lake Placid hosted fhe 1935 ang 1980 wmterOIymglcs
soJthas hillsa plenty!) ana to Finish it all off a marathon runof 26.2
miles. With a cug off time of 17 hours we had all set Personal goals
- mine was to Finish before the cut off and It possible heat the 65-
year-old white haired woman and the bloke with one leg. The da
Rroved to be one of the most memorable of my life, | Finished in 1

ours 25 minutes smashing even my most dptimistic estimate of
overall time. | was the First placed British Army athlete, a complete
surprise considering | had never beaten the other three atany distance
before the Ironman. Since the race. | have been in intensi etralmn%
onge ?gam - this time the three activities have been beer, eating ou
and sleeping.

Proudly sporting their finishers T-shirts...from left: Jon Tink, Mike Kelly, Andrew Price and Simon Jordan.
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Retention
W0 2 R Langley-Stevens RCMO, 1st Battalion writes:

Stabilisation of r_nanmnP inthe 21st Century is fundamental fo the
future of our regimental survival. But in @ modern world we face a
multitude of employers seeking our target audience and servin
soldiers and those employers are preparéd to offer a vast array
opportunities In order to atract them, Another Important factor Is
the growing gap between the focus of the Army and that of society
from whicl We draw recruits. ha_n%es within“our cultural socjet
and an mcreasmrg] attitude of self-orientation, nqhts ofthe individual
and constant changes In litigation policy place _ever-chanﬁlng
conditions upon Us, as to how We operate. As a Regiment we Rave
to accommodate these changes and workable solutions are required
to be found, this can sometimes Rrove challengmgn! ,

Hence the Regimental retention plan driven by the Commanding
Qfficer hag_ tobea poll_%hed stegglng sone inorcer o retain as manx
ofour soldiers as possinle. Toassess this we look at our terminatio
ratgs and analyse Whh/ soldiers Ie%ve which enables_u%]o establish
and highlight anK trend patterns that may become visible,

Recruitnient should be done In balanced moderation as h|qh
recruitment causes more to fﬁl,l into the termination bracket threeto
four years down the line which adversely atfects stabilisation of
manriing with @ boom or bust recruitment ethos (as some units will
exi)erlence), which In turn causes a vacuum of combat power. It s
on )r by Iooklntq at the source of the problem that we are able to put
In place preventative measures to counteract any foreseeable manning
problems In the future. _

We mdu_st observe in mmule d?tall the dag-to-dﬁy management of
our solaigrs, who must feel valued and not looked upon as just a
numper. To achieve this, communication IS the essence to success;
Just by the chain of command talking, passes information onto the
'ert]ﬁ(')\é'dual making him feel that he Isanintegral part ofthe Regimental

The Regiment has invested mych time in deagnmg acradle to
grave policy and retention starts from first contact in the towns and
Cltles wheré we recruit. This is swiftly followedby the RoyaI_Anthllan
Encounter (3§ hours showcase on”the oppartinities available to
Potenﬂal applicants) supported bY h|?h,pro_f|le VISIt programmes
hrou%houttralmng ,asan,urtrr,m ol toinstil a sense af belonging.

On a new solajer’s arrival into the Battalion he s immediate
offered a supporting induction package and mentors are allocated to
act as_ chaperons dntil the idjvidual feels fully integrated into
Battalion life (there is.no Hme limit o this su? ort offe_re_d?. o

There 1s no apprenticesnip period and ng form on Initfation is
tolerated. Insteaq, the Battalion’sculture isto immediately assimilate
the new soldier Into his platoon, so that he increases In‘confidence
and quickly becomes a useful asset. This process is led by
commanders. _ _ _ _

New arrivals are able to promote their educational skills by attending
V|k|nq Scholar (aweek’s package sponsored by Famborough College
of Further Education) to feinforce and, In some cases, revise certain
educational aspects ‘in literacy and numeracy. The college also
0 ensuFaraf_t ofopportunities for other courses such as the Edropean

om_eu er Driving Licence and more advanced educational subgf fs.
Adriving cadre Isconducted at Leconsfield where the young soldier

is able to obtain a Cateqory_B licence (free of charge) and an
Internally run adventure Training package including paint balling
and mountain biking stimulates interest and builds team spirit further
asgistin ﬂ(}e retention owae individual, . :
areer agdvancement cadres are then offered on ability and, merit
throughoutt the Individual’s career. These courses vary Trom junior
command_to senigr command offering NVQs on completion. Other
courses with specialisation inareas stich as heavy. weapons, drill and
outward boung aaventure courses culminate “in a vast array_of
experience until succes?ful comRIeHon of the soldier’scareer. The
opportunities are endless with the only limitation being the
commander’s imagination, _ _

There 1s no place in L R Anglian far the _‘b?IIockm culture’,
which Js an all too common approach In the infantry. We see this
mentality as weakness of leadership; the preferred form ofleadership
includes encouragement and motivation. This does not mean that
no-one Is ever ‘gripped’; they are, but only when It is necessary and
not.as an automatjc reflex. Spldjers are tréated as human beings and
their interests, well-being and seli-esteem are regarded as paramount.

\We hold focus group sessions for each rank, conducted by the CO,

M and RCMO. This provides the CO with an oppoftunity to
deliver key messages direct tothe soldier, and gives them the chance
to ask questions and. bnngjs_sues to, his Iﬁ)ersonal attention. The
results have been significant in improving understanding and quality
of life for soldiers, and on several accasions swift action has been
takentoremedy nagging problems. Thig {)rocessdo_es_notundermm_e
the chain of command, It reinforces It and a Similar_concept is
emﬁloyed atthe hlghesf level through GCS’s Briefing Team. "

T eavera?e number of terminations for an Infantry Battalion is 86

er year. Al present our annual total is about haltof this. The 1st

attalion, for example, at the time ofwrltmq_has only 25terminees
(lover the next 12 months) which is an all Time low since August

998. Ihelieve this is down tooperational opportunities and the day-
to-iay management of soldiers. _

It 1 not, ouT desire to concentrate on turning around those who
have apPhed to terminate; the need for action at this stage in many
ways reflects failure of our retention measures. . o

owever, althou?h we ry to maintain an environment in which
the soldier does not wish ta'leave, there will always be cases where
this fails. Asa counter measure to the standard Interview process,
we holg discussion 8rou+)s_for_those Individuals who have applied to
leave (Viking Hold). This is_programmed accordl_n% t0 service
remaining (tfie soldier is at his most vulnerable, with only eight
weeks service remaining, two pay packets, the promise of 4 hOb or
house offer has fallen through, etc). Ashort talk by a soldier who hag
re-enlisted foIIoww\%a recent periog outside the Army isgiven toall
plannl_n% fo leave. We also Issue a_ﬂyere_ntltled The principal aim
ofwhic |st0h|th|ghtourblue_pr|n 'E]ohcg documen h;ghhghtmq
theadvagta es otcortinued service comparéd ploymen
and conditions.

These areas are merely examples of the overall culture that we
believe nefessa o maintain h|g2h morale and thus retention (with
operational effectiveness) inthe 21st Century.

tociviliane

Army Foundation College (Harrogate)
Capt R Whitham writes:

In January 2001 | began work at the ArmK Foundation College as a
F_Iatoon commander.”It was a step into the unknown. | knew v_erg
ittle of what the colle%g actually did, or inleed, what my new i{o
would entail, | suspect an}grea ing this article will also know Iittle
about the college. Iho?et erefore to growde Castle rea?ers and
anY prospective instructors, with a better understanding of bath the
college and Its importance to us as a Regiment. _

The Army Foungation CoIIe?e IS situated near Harrogate in North
Yorkshire,” It 1s_the Army’s I3 shw tralmnr%] esl]abllshment and
shares many similarities with botim Sandhurst arid what was formerly

known as Junior Leaders. Recruits arrive for the 42-week foundation
course In either January or SePtemb,er aged 16to begin a syllabus
that combines vocational educaion wlth,mlhtarg ?k,l”S and leadership
training. Inaddition tobasic soldiering, junior soldiers work towards
NVQs and the Duke of Edinburgh's ronze_awar%. On completion
ofthe course, recrurts move to Phase Two tramlnq eforejomln_(]]lt e
glr%%%epr?#gn?&valry, the Royal Armoured Corps, the Royal ArtiTlery

The college aims to train more than 1,000 recruits annually. It is
organised into five training companies with six platoons I each.
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Each platoon usually starts with upwards of 50 recruits, but
subsequently lose many in the perjod when recruits can ‘discharge
& of right”. Each platoon training team_comprises a platoon
commander, a platoon ser%eant and four JNCOs. The Reglment
currently has S{X Rermanen staff at the college and more than 50
patential Royal Anglians. _ -

The trammq progiamme at Harrogate is always busy. In addition
to the normal working_week, permanent staff assist up to twice
weekly with Duke of Edinburgh award evenln?s and again with
militafy training on Satyrday mornings. Needless o say, the working
hours are long, Rartlcularly after one has accounted for exercises,
external Visits a dcollege duties. _

Aside from the usual Phase One’ advantaqes ofknowing exactly
what the platoon will be doipg from one day 1o the next, a posth {0
the Army Foundation College does havé some. unlgue benefits.
Training teams have the samé platoon for the entire 42 weeks. It IS
therefore much easler than at other Phase One establishments to
develop, individuals, foster platoon jdentities and achieve. a real
sense Of Job satistaction. Opportunities for adventure training are
excellent. The college has a leadership and initiative tramm?
department dedicated exclusively to agventurous pursuits. In short,
aperiod at the college Is an eye-opening and refreshm? opportunity
to work with Individuals from many “other different units, in an
environment that 15 both challengingand rewarding. .

Since February 2000, the callege nas undergonean £80 million
redeveIoPment programme with One new building appeanngi after
another. In additiof to new accommodation and messm% nalls the
college will comprise a puap_ose-bunt swimming pool, lecture halls
computer centres and flooalit sports pitches. It very mugh ajoint
civilian/military co-operative with, among others, civilian run
cIothmF, administrative, mes_smlg and accommodation services. The
move fowards integrated civilian/military support services has
grovoked a significant amount of controvarsy and Is certainly an

motive Issue among the permanent staff within the college!

Suchhas been the Success of Harrogate that there are aIreadY Plans
to establish another college, the logation of which has yet to be
decided. The challen?e_ for our Reqlment lies in filling posts with
suitable NCOs and officers. Since the recruits do not Choose their
%) badge until week 22, 1t is absolutehf yital fhat we continue to
attract and retain high quality junior soldiers from day one of the
COUISe.

Rightly or wrongly, a 16-year-old Junior Soldier will frequently
chodse his regiment'on the basis of whom he meets at the col eqe. f
we are fo attract the best recruits, then h|gh [ﬂuahtg, rofessjonal and
enthusiastic individuals are needed. Theé importance of this cannot
be over-emphasised.

6(V) Battalion the Royal Anglian
. Regiment
Officers™Dinner Club

Arrecord 53 attended the 20th annual dinner in the Officers’ Mess
Bury St Edmunas on Saturday 2 March 2002, Among those present
were founder members Col Dick Shervington, Maj Fred Ayers,
Paddie Drake, Ron James and Duncan Stewart. L

Lt Col N|Pel fritch briefed those present on the activities of the
EastofEn% and Re?|ment. Once again Maj Keith Martin is thanked
for the vast amount of work involved in or%anlsm the event.

We were able to_congratulate two of oUr memibers who have
recently been appointed Deputy Lieutenants for Essex, Cols Dick
Shervm%ton anii Charles Thomias. o _

Former Battalion officers, not on the mailing list, who wish to
recelve details should inform the Dinner Club Secretary, Maj John
Raybould preferably by email to raybould@ pipemajor.
freeserve.co.uk. Colour Xhot_o raph, of the’ 2002 dinner may be
accessed viathe 6 Royal Anglian Officers’ Dinner Club weh page at
. sandawana.fregserve.co.uk.

Special Features
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Norfolk Army Cadet Force

Norfolk ACF PRO, Ma John L aybould D reporis that Norfolk
Army Cadets have’ aﬁ Butthemse ves on the local, regional and
national map. There Rave heen many staff retirements; from Coun
HO of the Commandant Col Mik Mrzen Paare Phill Cjp Rushto
M Ca t D%rek Davrson and Permanent St affAdmrn fficer C?g
avid Marshall; from ntannra Company OC Maj Stuart Sprules

and Permanent St ff(CAA) adet AdminAssistant Cap t Bill Cr A,g
rom CNA éCadet rfokArtr er Btyr% Permanent tf
Galptfave Ioo er. T enew oung ommandant is Col Howard
ifl, former

CA Norfolk and uffolk Cp(m pany.and C 06R
A lian, OC Brit Company is Maj Chris Wilkinson formerly

Ca et Norfolk ngrneer S uadron, OC CNE Squadron |s
Maj Suie Pratt MBE and"the niew County Admin Officer s Ron
Barnes, formerly AGC.

Camps 2002
The ?oot and_mouth crisis caused the loss p]f the 2001 Jupe
Adventurous Trarnrng Camp at HaIton In Lancashire, but it IS set for
?/t etrmeZ qu read this Dep Comd; Lt Col Mrle s Green
erI be aga | hrghly satisfied wrth the ange ofcanoeing, climbing,
mountain-biking, walking and DoE expeditions un ertake our
cadets. Asever, we thank the adults Rve up.their hol |da 510
enable this most worthwiile aspect otthe CFtof unctrpn Months
of preparation for annual camp 2001 at W. arcop were also scuttled
butwe wereglad to pe offered Rollestone on Salisbury Plain instead
ofutrlrsrn? BF contrngenc lans fora camp in Norfolkwrth all the
Inherent problems ot rigtju tfee Ing and accommodating 400 cadlets
and 100adu|ts es the are the ro ortrons? In August 2002 we
are heading foy onan |n2003 or arcop so the detailed recces
and plannm for 001 by County HQ Dep Comdt Lt Col Miles M

Green, Trg rMaﬂI John Doug[ht(p and Executive Officer Maj
David Whitehead will be resurrecte
Cross Country

A}t the, East ern Re ion_Army Cadet Force Cross-Countr
Champignships Whe e 250 cadets from 10 counties competed,
outstandrng performances by the NorfoIk Senioy 9rrls team made
them Regrona hampions b amargrno .30 points. Gemma, from
Atéleb h Troqp, Cadef orfolk_En ne r drjradron wan the
Indivi ua enror |rIs Gold Medal, The orfoI niorgirls’ team
finished second, the senrorbopsthrrd andthejunrorbo sfifth. Inthe
overal] championships, Norfolk were runners-up to Der yshire ACF,
Norfolk AC country sportsoffrcer Ma Chrrs |Ik|nsgn said: We
are enormously proud of our 22 c dets who produced some

?gnn‘rcent per ormances Seven ofour Nprfolk runners havp been
selected tojoin the Eastern Regron feam o 28 |nthe National ACF
Cross Country mpionships In Cumbria’. At the same
Cumbrian venue Norfo kA F, hol ders ofthe Eastern Region senioy
sjx-a-side soccer Knockout Cup, represented the region in the national
championships.

National Swrmmrn%

Five Norfolk cadets represented the region in the national
cham |onsh|ps and ensured Eastern Region retained the national
title. Two Britannia Company cadets from Cromer Detachment
were optstandrn Srmob Abbs won fl \%’old medal.in Hre gunrorbo
freest erela d his brother Daryl Won silver in the Senior bogs’
freestyle relay.

ward
Gorleston and Great Yarmouth Troop, Cadet Norfolk Artiller
Baétery commanded by formey Ro F’ya Anglian Maj Jimmy Keywood,

nad the ‘Best Maintaine Cadet remises’ for 2001 in East Anglia,
based on Inspections b A (Reserve Forces and Cadets
Assocrgtron aft Anglia). The troop Were I:presented with a framed
award by Lt Col Jackle Allen, Dep Sec RFC

Annual Inspectrons

The season

or annual visits t;yclocal TA nd Re ular officers to

troops and detachments is nearly' complete. T ecade S enjoy showing

off hherr skills and w? are grateful forthe patrence and understandrn%
of the Ing ectrng [Cers as they peruse unit accounts, attendanc
frgures adet Star Passes and present promotion chevrons and

\%n adults who wish to become instructors should telephone the
CEO Maj David Whitehead &tel 01362 694515) or visit the website
at www.riorfolkacf.fsnet.co.u

Suffolk ACF
Two Go U pOTo gether

Dreams can come true and ambitions can be achieved. Two of the
mstructors InB Compa dy saw their wishes realised at annual camp
en theX eac [)eeerve Fgromotron
Alan Barnard became RSM and SSI Mark Galley takes on the
responsibility in his steadasCom any Sergeant Major. Both are
from Beccles Detachment where they ave worked hard to produce
ca eltts wrt/h%onfgjenfce , ability and sKills nteeded to gain outstanding
results in of E and annual inspectio
The new Rgh/l has been mvoIE\l/e \P/th dets for 27 years and
says. ‘This is something | have been hoprnr{; for for a Iong time,
havrno worke r]ag/ wfaa/ ug Ahrorhgh the ‘system. If’s an ambition
come true, and I 100k forward to tie new résponsibilities, Serﬁeant
Major Galley says, ‘It’s  great achjevement to become CSM. ftwas
one of my goals when | joined cadets 17 years ago’.

Recruiters Visit Bungay .
The Royal An(Irlran Rectuiting Information Team recently visited
the Bungay Detachment wherg 31 cadets from Beccles and Bungay
%ned to%etherto listento a |%raphrc preservation describing the role
the Infantr mmodem ti
The evenrn w lﬁght t0 an end with a competition based on
observation skills which Bungay won.


http://www.norfolkacf.fsnet.co.uk
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Cambrid%eshire Army Cadets
are Out and About

The last six . months have been ve%busy but enjoyable for
Cambridgeshire Army Cadet Force. We have seen Cadlets visit
Turkey, Indiaand 50 are offto Gibraltar |m_med|ateIY on retum from
summier camp this year. Our annual car_nR In August was held at the
Cadet Training Centre Waterbeach with our trammﬂ_exermse on
Stanta training area, Although we missed out on travelling away we
gﬁgar%tﬂma e the best of what we had despite the outbreak of foot
_Each cadet company went through a training package which
included military skills, the cadet proficiency syllabus and
adventurous training. Assistance was given to our local authority
with cadets R/IIantmg new trees completing therr ‘cadet in the
community’, aHMark Knight and his No 1PeterboroughC0mPany
were ?Nen_the_ reedom of March town, The}/ honoured the town
mago anafscitizens by parading through the town led by the Corps
of Drums, The company was also on parade to commemorate Octavia
Hill Day in Wishech. _ _

No 2 Company, now under command of Maj Ken Kidman, has
been busy helpimg out our major TA Units supglg/qu them with
enem forcef and cadets actin as_cas*alnes for 254 Fd Amb (\{]).
They have also been seen supporting local charities mcludmgte
Royal British Legion with_detachments parading throughout the
county on Remembrance Day. 3 Company now has been fully
committed to communlt}/_ )Pr\%ecﬁ in Sﬁjg ortmﬁ the Fenland Fair
and the British Grand Prix. We have also recently conducted our
Inter-company cross country competition with No'2 Company the
overall winnrs,

The next six months

We are all looking forward to the new training \)ﬁar with Easter
Campust around the corner, which will be held &t West Tofts. Each

Fundraisers for the trip to Turkey.

comPany will then be given a training weekend making full use of

Watton-Airfield in late spring In préparation for anndal camp In
JuLy/Augu_st. This ?/ear we will ‘head down to Lydd in Kent
coricentrating on our shooting skills and adventure training.

Our R%crudtmg e ,

For both cadets and adults recruiting is on the up and up with a new
detachment now open In Haddenham capba_dPed Royal AnPhan).
It 15 hoped that some 450 cadets and adults will attend annual camp
this year. A number of our young, cadets have now enlisted into the
Army we wish them all the best'in their new careers.

On the move

There have been a numl%erofchan eswithin thecoun&a Maj T Cox
has taken command of No 3 Company and Mg K Kioman, 2
Comgang, Maj D Denson has been Rromoted to IleutTnant colonel
and EJ(E Inted Deputy Commandant. Our cont{;ra_tu_atlons_go to
Capt John Watson' o, being appointed coun% ra_|n|n? officer to
Bedford ACF and bemg awarded the ACIF Certificate of Good
Service along with Cdt CSM Brownlie. Lt Lance Kester, Lt Nigel
tThayllzor, Capt’Andrew Powell and SSI Johnson have recently joiried

¢ Force.

Cambrld?eshlre Cadets go to Turkey
_Cd LCP-' William Reverchon
It all started with a selection programme and a squad of some 35
cadets with only seven of us being accepted. Halfway through our
training | myself was beginning t0 wonder why | had volunteered.
\Ve were then tolg thgt it Was our responsibility to z1|se fémds_ under
the supervision of Lt Steve Swann. Letters fo our affiliate relgllments
were sentou_thoglng_forsponsorsh_l (a big thank-you to RHQ The
Royal Anglian Regiment for their kind donation of £350), We
manarged over a six-month period, to_raise the remaining ‘funds
required by a sponsored absell, litter picking at the British’ Grand
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Cdt Sgt Deerman learning to abseil.

Prix, waiting.on tables, washing cars and packing peoples' shoppin
atoun/toca jrtesco tg P ; o IFIJ pp]?t
The expedition was a great experience for us all, our aircra
landed oh) fime In the middle of th)e nlght and the temP rafure Was
soanng We then m? de a short road nt rne)(o onY %It ours on
3 stan mg room-on gcoach to g small il gecal ed Nidge some
600 m north o Ant n¥a Itwast ere we rec zit
bread r4am an %ucu ber; all h asantly washed down with ack
tea. Once Preak ast was over and our e ulgmentc eckcomrﬁ eted,
We were o fon ourﬁcchmatlsatlon trek Up @ mountain 3,20 g
Some memb erso ft egro pwer sick and suftered aItttudesmkn S
hut soon acc |mat|sed an % made senous headway from then
on. Some of the scenery was retta |n n route we fook te
gportunlt to practise” our chm In an se|I|n skills. Ae
Ouvren ) Wvge]t anagedu(rJCuszlgst W%Sat In asrlnouentalt streamwrtltllne
whe% we reacheg the summlt an(f1 a(tJ 0500hrs aII wa\tN?tS dthe sun
nse over the Turkish mountains before we starte our descent. On
%12 we reached thfe lhlae(){ Goreme.and witnessed all the
men de artmg ort e| mi |ta%s rvice. After cam mgi out
ver ight on the vill eoutsklrtswe aeourwa%tothe ocal bus

orourrturn ey to Antalya, We all enjoyeq arest
Phe beach and a ve nttortable ignt mahoté ?ore our?lygt

At the summit.

ived our first meal of

Cambridgeshire Cadets in Turkey.

home. We would like to thank all our adult instructors, the Cadet
Comrtnlandant and sponsors that made this an expedition ofalifetime
possible

Cambridgeshire Cadets in India

Cpls Harry Harrison, Ni¢ anht Mark Etienne and Neil McCarthti
all eparteldforlndlalnllanua ofthis year ona 15-(la ylnternahona
cadet'exchange visit. Flying ¢ tfrom on on Heathrow havm? 0
stog off In omba¥torfuel and finall arnvmg in New De
They were meton grrival by the Indian Army Cade Forceandtaken
}o accommodation in Agra. The first 24 hours were spent resting and
e e ity rling sated in eamest it

n the second day the military traiping started in earnest wi
normal skﬁls belngyput to the trgst The %ma?l competitions gave
them all an Icleal op% rtunity to make new friends and it was ve[rjy
{ nteresting tq Itearn out thelr cuItures and wa)t/ of I|fet It a}hso made

hem appreciate how lucky weall are living inthe United Kingdom
with th)epfaufltles thatw have at hand b%t take Or granteq. The
acc mmo dation wa]s basic utc(?m ortable and teg/were certaln
maewecme ey manag 0 take In sites Such as the T;
Manal, Amber Fort fn Jaipur and paid visits to Connaught Place,
D%hl Ihi Zoo andthe Inolian Forces Museums before flying back tothe

Cdt Cpls Harris and Wright in India.
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Lincolnshire ACF

The Corps of Drums visit.

Musical Evening _ _ _
Lincoln detachments ofthe Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force received
avisit on 5 December from the Corgs of Drums ot the 2nd Battaljon
the Royal Anglian Regiment. The Corps were at Newport Training
Centre afte_rFIaym e fanfare for the ceremony of opening the
annual Christmds Market in Lincoln Castle Square, The Battalion
has a close relat|onsh|pW|th,theArmY Caget Force inthe county as
manyf_ detachments are affiliated o the Regiment. Many of their
battalion members served in Lincolnshire Army Cadet Force before
taking up a career in the Regular Army. .

The” Corps of Drums demonstrated”to the cadets their musical
skills with marching and counter marching to. regimental music.
The Regimental Band of the Army Cadet Force joined them durin
the evemng In the Iaa/m of furtiier regimental marches for a shor
programme and a photoshoot.

County Sharpshooters _

Cacetsfrom Lincolnshire ACF were in good form when they attended
the 49 (East) Brigade Target Rifle Meeting at Beckingham Ranges
on the weekend 29-30 Seg ember2001. The aim of the meetm? Was
to encourage target rifle Shooting for the cadets within the Brigade
an(ghmamtam the'interest that they had shown at other competifions
In_tne year. . o . .

The Lincolnshirg_team_had been in rigorous tra_lnmg with the
county shaoting officer, Capt Norman Vargy and his coaches over
a perfod of months. At the énd of the meeting their dedication and
training was to be seen in the number of awards they received and
they achieved a creditable second place agamst a stron? team from
De b%shlre. Fifteen other teams competed from the Brﬁade area.

In the LSW pairs match, cadets Darren Hill and Gareth Addlesea
of Birchwood Detachment_ were clear winners and in the LSW
Team Shield event cadets Darren Hill. Gareth Addlesea, Andrew
Steer of Newport ang Brett Lane of Sobraon proudly brought back
the shield. In the individual Rifle match cadet Matthew Poucher of
North Hykeham Detachment took a creditable third place and ended
up on the day the proud winner of four medallions.

The successful shooting team.

Leicestershire, Northamptonshire and
Rutland AC

Evington Detachment _ _

Thleb \{m ton _Det_acthment og the I,_t%mestershltre,ACFdr%c,enltIy
celebrated moving Into a pew base with.a presentation and dis
of military sk|IIs.gAround 20 cadets en O)}Oeg t%e_flwst night nP t%
Davengort Ré)ad Ce_ntrg. Sn%;t Nick Cleaver said: ‘It Was ver
successful and we gained somie new recruits as it was an open night
for the.communityas well” Now.that the detachment has its on
centre it will be able to hold meetings on a more regular basis.

The Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet for Northamptonshire
Cdt St Andrew Cox livesn Kettennp and ga_rades_ with the Montagu
Detachment. He holds APC three-star and 1 training for four star
and will attend the next senior cadet Instructors cadre. He is an
excellent shot and has been awarded his county colours as well as
bemg captainofhis detachment sshootm%and rill squads. His role
as Lord Lieutenant’s Cadet 1s a 12-month tour over and above his
othercommitments. He was selected at interview b%/ the Commanding
Officer of the Northamptonshire Cadef Battalion following
interviews and a_recommendation from his detachment and area
commanders. This Is a much sou?ht after accolade and fiercel
contested by all the senior cadets In the counties. He has alread
accompanied _Lad¥ Juliet Townsend on official engagements but
this nyear will involve far more duties than in previods years.
Anyone Interested In joining as_a cadet or instructor in
Leicéstershire Northathonsmre or Rutland should contact Maj
Andrews on 0116 2779701,

From left: Outgoing Cdt RSM Georgina Tabor from
Kingsthorpe (ACF), Cdt FS Richard Cooke from Rushden
(ATC), Lady Juliet Townsend Lord Lieutenant of
Northamptonshire, Cdt PO Shane Daly from Far Cotton
(SCC) and Cdt FS Victoria Lee of Rushden (ACF).

From left: Air Chf Mshl Sir Thomas Kennedy Lord
Lieutenant of Rutland, Cdt Sgt Martin Gibbs (ATC), Cdt
SSgt Leigh Brown (ACF) and Cdt FS Jessica Bailey (ATC).
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Above and below left: Haileybury School CCF cadets at work on the graves.

Haileybury CCF

Cadets from Haileybury School CCF recently undertook the task of
restonng the area sYrroundmg the site of the Martin-Leake graves
which are located close to Haileybury Schaol. e

Arthur Martin-Leake was the first man to be awarded the Victoria
Crass twice, only two gther men have ever equalled this feat. In
1900 he saifed for the South African campaign. against the Boers
having enlisted as a trooper with the HertfordShire™Yeomanry. He
was commissioned in the rank of captain and at Van Tonder’s Hoek
he won his first VC in 1902, _

At the oytbreak of war in 1914 he returned to Europe from India
and joined the Royal Army Medical Corps and served with the
(‘hoers until ]]918 havm? reched the rankofll%utenantc lonel. In
the Ypres Salient in Befgium he was awarded his second VC,

Gresham’s School CCF

The new training, year beggn with over 100 recruits joining the
contingent and, with the problems caused by foot and mouth diSease
now largely overcome, the task of catching up.on tramm? that had
had to be clrtailed has b%gun Inearnest. The Michaelmas term figld
daYS saw_ nearly 400 cadets enjoying a wide variety of activities,
poth miljtary and adventyrous. The sub-aqua unit undertook  its
usual visit td the Red Sea in October and EaSter adventure tralnlnq
camp inthe Lake District in April took place in conditions of almos
unheard-of warmth and sunshine. The poet Wordsworth spoke of
wandering ‘lonely as a cloud” in the Lake District, but thase who
know #he area sat)( that there is no such thing asa lonely cloud in that
part of the country. _

Annual camp this year will b at Leek, a S{)Ot that we have not been
to for ?everal ears, but which in the past.we used to find ideall
%Heltr%d orour zurposes. We are much looking forward to returnmé

RHP

Gresham’s School cadets enjoy the unseasonal sunshine
in the Lake District.
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The Essex Regiment Association

an
The Royal Anglian Regiment Association (Essex)

Warle

On 1¥ebruary 2002, our new Regflr_ne_ntal
Secretary, M) David Gilchrist, officially
fook over fro MaH David Thorogood who
had held that post Tor no less than™ 16 years.
Daa/ﬁ Gllchnds,tI |sf,n%03t,weblcome, at Iarlely
and has speedily fitted in, becoming close

mvolvedp W|thy al\ the act|V|t|esg of th}é
As_som%t_lon. We hope yetry mL%ch 'Lt\r%at he wﬂ{
enjoy his new_appointment. At presen
Rgsg ne Jones |_smm1n the offlce%ng we
trust that her position will be made permanent
before long. We also hope that David
Thoragood Ts engoym% his hottle of malt!

Sadly, 1t was also the day when we Said
farewell to Joan Westover. Joan had been
our administrative officer for ten years and
had taken the gecision to retire so She coyld
spend more time with her hushand wno
recently retired. It was a splendid qccasion,
fully récognising, the hlg\h regard in which
she“had peen held by all mémbers of the
Assocjation, RHQ, and everyone she had
come Into confact with. In all there were 35

resent Including representatives from the

ssex_Regiment” Association, Mag Gordon
Q’Neill Roe from Headquarters Infantry and
Col Peter Dixon, Regimental Secretar%, from
%Hég Bury, with Queenie Martin and Brenda
obins.

Joan was presented with two matching glass
flower bowls, one with the Royal Anglian
Regiment crest and the other with the Crest
of the Essex Regiment. The 4th Battalion
Comrades AssoClation presented a silver
salver. Rosayne made acake and Joan herself
groduced one depicting the Regimental

adge. A buffet completed the enjoyment of
the occasion. o

We all hope that Joan will enjoy her
retirement and that she will be able to attend
many of our functions. We shall certainly miss her. _

Bath Capt George Green and My Ted Hazle DCM have decided to
steP down from the 4th Battalion Comrades Assoclation committee.
Both have made a splendid contribution to the work of this strong
branch over many years and we wish them well.

Bayeux e e ,

Thg 'Bayeux committee’ is forgmp ahead with arrangements for 7
June 2002, An enormous amount of detailed pIannln% has been
necessary and Col Morgan and his committee have been burning the
midnight o1l to ensure that the function goes ahead Iike clockwork.
There Will be at least 30 Old Comrades on paragle who served with
the 2nd Battalion togrether with many others mcludlnP the Lord
Lieutenant of Essex. The Lord Braybrooke, and the Colonel of the
Re%m]ent, Gen Sir Michael Walker, The redeployment of the 1st
Battalion the Royal Anglian Regiment has caused a few changes.

David Dewey, of Widford, Hertfordshire, crafting the memorial to the 2nd
Battalion the Essex Regiment, the Pompadours.

but E (Essex and Hertf_ordshireg Compan}/] the East of England
Regiment have steBPed Into the breach with great enthusiasm and
we-are most gratetul to them for their help.

Events _
We are looking forward to a bus% programme 0f events during the
summer, The full list aﬁ eﬁrs In the cufrent edjtion of The Eagle but
It 15 worth remembering that the Reunion will be at Warley on 30
June and the Salamanca Lunch, this year to be held at the County
Hotel 1n Chelmstord, will be on 19 uIY. We are hoplngrfor,ablg
turnout on hoth days. Those wishing 1o come should il in the
application forms sent out with The Eagle. At the reunion the
|anpetctclrégEoff|cer will be our new Deputy Colonel, Brig Roger
runt CBE.
Chapel services take place at Warley on the first Sunday in the
month. All are welcome to attend.
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Presentation of the two bowls with, from left, Lt Col Peter Dixon, Maj David Thorogood, Joan Westover and Col Morgan.

Colchester Brangh o _ _

The Roz/al Anglian Association are startlng a new branch_in

Colchester. The'first meetm? was held on 10 April 2002 at the TA

Centre. This Asrgood news for all Rog/a,, Anglian ang EssemOId

%omradte_s and thie new branch will establish a’strong link with our
ssoclation.

Colchester Branch
The_mau(g;zral meetmt};ﬂof he Colchester Branch took place on 10
April 2002 with 70 members present. The idea of a Colchester
Branch has been aroundfor a number ofyears and was Inifially
Pro 05ed B¥ MzH Tony Downes, as,f:ér bdack as 1993, The aim of
orming a branch in Colchester, or indeed any town orplace, In the
world, “and nammrg It the Royal Anglian Reglment Assocjation, 1S
not to, run In competition with any present county or battaljon
organisation, butto move into thefuture enc_omloas_smg any servin
orex servm% member of our Regiment, Including “our’ Forme
Regiments, who may live In the area. o

And so ‘we areformed’, and ready to maintain and deveIoP the
esprit de corps ofthe Reﬁment, as wellasassistour members, inthe
way the branches of the Former Reg|ments are alread%/ dom(l].
Anyone re umn% méJre Information a
contact Lt Col ( et3 Brian DavenEort 36 Catherine Hunt Way,
Colchester, Essex C02 9HS. Tel: 01206 564919,

The Rev Ken Belben TD ChStJ CF (TA) L
Ken Belben died on 14 March 2002. This news was received with
%reat sadness b% all who knew Ken, a staunch supporter of the
ssocigtion who will be remembered fgr taking our annual
Remembrance Service for many years and for nis work on the
chapel committee. His funeral too ? ace at Great Maplestead Church
Near Halstead. on 25 March. A full appreciation of his life wil
appear In The Eagle 2003,

‘Chippy’ Carpenter
\We are"also sad to announce the death of ane of our oldest Old
omrades, ‘Chlp_ﬁy’ Carpenter. Bom in 1906, EJ Carpentevomed

out the new pranch shoufd

the Pompadours inCawnpore In 1926. He was in D Company when
Maj Wilmer was company commander. Inthe 1994 Eagle’ there s
a letter from ‘Ch|p£y with some of hjs memories and will be found
on pa%e 21, He was a Reqular attender at the Chapel of the Royal
Elggs% al, Chelsea. Again, the story of his life will be told inthe next

Thurr?ck Branch _ _
| usually write this report after our AGM in March, could it be that
our editor knows something I don’t? Not to worrrny.

As usual, most functions Were attended by sonfe personnel from
the branch. These have included the 4th Battalion_Comrades
Remembrance Service, the RBL, Burma Star and. RAFA, not
forgetting the Beafordshire and Hertfordshire Association dinner
and dance. Our thanks to them for the invitation. _

Other events included our annual visit to the Royal Hospital,
Chelsea, in October, to parade with the In-pensioners for morning
prayer. [t was grea. _ o

ur November branch meetln? was certainly different when our
mayor, ClIr Barrie Lawrence, offered us Ahe use of his parlour for
our meeting. We, of course, accepted and both the mayor and our
Association President, Col Geoffre% Morgan OBE DL, attended as
quests. The meetm? was followed by an éxcellent buffet.

In my last report T’ mentioned that we were 80|ng totry a midday
lunch instead of our usual evening dinner and dance. [am Eleased )
say that this was a most successful occasion, held at the Foxhound
at rgett and ve m&mh en*oy%d bg members and %uests which
Incly _edihema)ro and his wire, the Lady Mayoress, and Mr Andrew
Mackinlay, ourlocal MP_ together withMrs Mackinlay. Altogether
38 sat down for an excellent meal. o

Armistice services were attended b){ branch members in different
towns ang villa eimthe borough. | attended the service and parade
In Grays/Thurrock and placeq a wreath on behalf of the Essex
Reqiment on the war memorial. We also attended a shor ferwce at
the'Essex Chapel at Chelmstord Cathedral. We were unable to be at
the Garden of Remembrance, Westminster, as It was on the same
day as the funeral ofour%reat friend and colleague Bill Brown, Bill
had heen our Standatrd_ eeﬁer for ma%_ﬁears, never missing a
parade even through failing health. We Will Remember.

QOur next main event, to which we are all looking forward, will be
on/Junein a%eux. - , _

Here we will be %nvenmg a memorial to the 2nd Battalion The
Essex Regiment, The o

Pom%a@urs, who gave their lives between 6 June 1944 and the 8
May 1945

4th Battalion Comrades Association ,
Th%4th Battalion Association has again had abHs% year, albeit one
with organisational changes forced™upon us when ‘our Chairman,
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Capt George Green was taken seriously ill. As always, being the
efficient Battalion that the 4th always was, the 'Table 0f Command”
was adjusted and it has been ‘bisiness as usual’ as far as the
membership was concerned. This must reflect great credit on the
organisation that Georgﬁ Green set up and we arg indebted to vice-
chairman Ted Hazle who has heen actlnlg as chairman since June,
and to council member captain John Youles, who has been actlngi 8
Ted’s deputy and the co-ogeranon of all members f the council to
allow the smooth conduct of business. We all wish George a speedy
reCovery.

The Ayssomatlon has suffered the inevitahle ‘casualties’ since the
last report was submitted, but is maintaining its strength by selectively
recruiting from the successor Regiments and organisatjons such &
the ArmY Cadet Force and Territorial Forces. We feel that if we are
t0 keep the ‘Essex’ name and traditions alive we must foster and
maintain close links with the serving soldiers today. _

Our dinner and dance on 13 October was well Subscribed, with
over 120 members and guests sitting down to dinper in the TA
Centre at Warley. All enjoyed aconvivial evening of conversation,
%\(}od food and wine, and dancing, Guests attender included Gordon

ren and his family and Maj AA Fisher OC A Company Essex
Army Cadet Force (Royal Angljan)

The Remembrance Day parade at St Mary's Church Ilford was
well attended, with Comrades being joined by a detachment from 3
Group, North East London Army"Cadet Force, based at Gordon
Road. We were honoured fo haved ‘VC’ Join us inchurch, Mr David
Baker.had been invited tojoin the services held in I[ford by the local
hlsto_gcal souet){ where he roudIIy wore his grandfather’s medals.
David’s grandfather was Johin William Sayers; a man of Essex (who
lived in the Ilford area) who was awarded his VC l?osthumously' he
died o wounds received on 21 March 1918 at Le Chateau While
serving with the Queen’s Royal West Surrey Regiment. Buglers
from the Essex Carps of Drums, who led the parade back t0 the
Gordon Road TA Centre, sounded the Last Post and Rouse. Lt Col
Brewer commanded the marching contingent of Comrades and Maj

The Associations

(en Beckett took the salute. It is alwa)(]s agood feeling to swing into

the gates at Gordon Fiela’s, throw the mace up to cut the Royal

Corps of Signals March and belt oyt the Pompadours as we come

Eome. (l}l%e: Th)e author is still serving as Drum Major of The Essex
orps 0f Drums). _

AS always, we were made very welcome in the Messes of 36
Signal Regiment, where a first class lunch was laid_on. It was nice
f0°See that'the painting of Monte Cassino, by Capt Tom Lucy, has
been returned to Gordon Road and is prominently displayed in the
Warrant Officers’ and S_ergeants Mess. _ _

Atter aquiet winter period we held our annual memorial service at
the Reg}lmen_tal Chapel at Warley on Sunday 17 March. This year,
for the Tirst time, we invited the cadets of A Company, Essex Arm
Cadet Force (Royal Anghan? an? members of 4 Sﬂuadron, 3 é
Regiment, Royal Corps of Signals tojoin us, both units are Dased a
the' TA, Centre at Warley, After thie service, Standard Bearers
Comrades and uniforme contln?ents marched past the Chapel
behind the Essex Corps of Drums to the TA Centre. Qur President,
Lt Col GH_Brewer, who was accompanied by Col GCP Margan
OBE DL, President of the Essex Regiment Association, took The
salute. Light refreshments were then Served in the TA Centre. All
who attended deemed the change of format for the Service a great

SuCCess. : -

It 1s with regret that | conclude this account of the year's activities
b r_eportln% that Capt G_eorge Green will be standm’g/| down as

airman of the Association due to ill health ahourAG n April,
Ted Hazle, DCM our vice-chairman, who has been standing in for
George for most of this (year has also stated his intention to stand
dowi at the same time due to personal reasons. Both George and
Ted have given unstinting and outstanding service tothe Association
for many %/ears and | can‘only pay the highest tribute to them, Both
of thent. have been made vice-presidents of the Association In
recognition of their efforts on our behalf over many years and
Wrtu%e\?er”w elected to fill these posts in April will have a'very hard
act to follow.

The Royal Norfolk Regiment Association
n

a
The Royal Anglian Regiment Association (Norfolk)

Reqlmentﬁl War Memorial Cottages _ . :
Lastyear the Trustees of the War Mémarial Cottages decided that it
would be In the best interests of the Regiment and Current and future
tenants of the cottages for Haig Homés to take over the cottages.

Haig Homes 1s a national charity dedicated to prowdmg good
g_uahy nousing for ex-servicemen. The charity has considerable
Inancial resources, experienced staff and, as a housing corporation
access 1o central government funds. Over recent years t has assumed
refsPon5|b|I|tI)&for many former Regimental cottages including those
0

he Suffolk Regiment. :
Discussions are now taklnq place and the trustees are confident

that they will proceed smoothly to the transfer and that the new

arrangements will be in the bést interests of all concerned. The

80&ages will retain the name: Royal Norfolk War Memorial
ottages.

Tne Museum . :

The museum now has valuable additignal storage space,_havmﬁ
been granted the use of the former cellblock from the_Shire Ha
CourtS. The block provides excellent storage space with purpose
built racking which will enable the archives currently stored in the

The Regimental museum.

curator’s office to be rehoused. This in turn will enable the Trustees
to develog the ?urator’s office asa studg centre for researchers and
scholars as well as providing more space for the curator and her
helpers. The process of moving the archives has started.
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Inthe museum itselfthe Jamieson VC is now displayed along with
his other medals, and the Wor?d War One Muralpatyt%e end 0f the

trench system is complete. With the reopening of the Castle itself,

thethegimentaI Museum is receiving many more visitors and recent
exhipitl

particularly popular.

ons such as that covering’ National Service have heen

The Suffolk Reg;]mentAssociation

d
The Royal Anglian Re ?ment Association (Suffolk)
The Death of HRH The Princess Margaret

Membeys of The Suffolk Reﬁlment will have been saddened at the
death ofPrincess Mar%aret. The Princess was appointed our Colonel-
In-Chief on 29 Mag_ h3 foIIowmg the return of the 1st Battalion
from Malaya wherg it had wfon egre t distinction, _

In the renfaining six years of the Regiment’sactive ifethe Princess
made no fewer than six visits: to meet_1st Battalion families in
German Ho attend an Old Comrades Reunion at the Depot; to

resent Colours to the Ist Battalion In Germany, to bid the 1st

attalion farewell a Colchester when leaving foractive service In
Cyprus; to visit the fourth Battalion at Benacre Hall and to Aom the
Chambndg?shwe Re |m%ntataserV|ce at Ely Cathedral to dedicate
the Roll 0t Honour for the Second World War.
Most of us will have seen the Prmﬁess on %ne or more of those
occasions and we remember her with pleasure then as a distinguished
and busy member of the Royal famllﬁ who found fime tojoin us
much miore often than we might ever have expected.

News from the Branches o

The winter saw all branches in good si)mts with almost all report
flounshmq membership. And all api)ear 0 have had a seasonal party
of one soft or another. For examf) e, Felixstowe Branch excelled
Itself by running a very successtul Christmas party attended by 64,
And then, as It that wdsn tenough, 42 members t ak 0ff In acoach
10 visit the Isle of Wn};}ht. On ‘that occasion darkest winter was
banished as the sun shone down on the ferry!

In Janyary Bury StEdmunds and District Branch held an extremely
succ%ssful dinnér at the TA Centre In Nevvmarkft Road, With a
number of quests, 56 sat.down to an excellent meal, Then in March
a large party attendeg The Regimental Chapel for a Service of
Deaication of Memorial Plagues and Kneelers.

In March, also, a large number of members from different branches
}\()lok the (lJ_P[flortumty tovisit the new Regimental Museum Gallery at

oyses Ha

Memorial Cottages _ _
On 2 February 2002 the Memorial Cottages at Minden Close and
((I)Ut' Rlskéy%ate were transferred to Halﬂ omes, a National ,Charltny
edicated Yo providing good quality ousmﬁ for ex-Servicemen.
The co_tta%es will c%ntlnue to be called The Suffolk Rewmené
Memorial Cattages, the present occupants have the same rights an
conditions of occupancy as before and ex-Suffolk Rep|ment soldiers
(and their successors, East Anglians and Royal Angfians) will have
priority when vacancies ogcur o _ _
Haig’Homes have considerable financial backing and a full time
professional staff and the Trustees of The Suffolk Regiment are
confident that the change is in the best interest o all cofcerned.

The Sinking of the TrooBer HMS Birkenhead
This |%/ear m%rks the 150th anmversarx of the sinking of the
Birkenhead oft the southern coast of South Africa. The ship was on
Its way to Port Elizabeth carrying remnforcements to regiments

deployed in operations against fribal uprisings in Natal. Among the
tr]gops (ig Roar(% th(tere was adraft of 55 men otthe Reserve Battalion
ofthe 12th of Foot. : - :
_ Tlne B|rlken eag struck a rock a mile off shore, Within 20 minutes
it had sunk and ofthe 6_43 men and familjes on board 436 perished.
All'the women angd children were saved and survivors told ot the
extraordinary discipline and self sacrifice of the officers and men
which alone’made It possible for the families to reach the shore.
To honour the courage of these men Commemaration Services
were held In February n South Africa and In London at the Ro(YaI
Hospital Chelsea. A party representing the Suffolk Re%n_nentatten ed
the service in London. Brl(i WC Deller OBE, Chairman of the
Suffolk Regiment Council, Taid a wreath and the Standard of the
Bury St EGmunds Branch of the Regimental Old Comrades
Assomatl(i(n was carried by Mr D Johngon. Maij_erem Frere, late of
the Suffolk Regiment, wio retired to South Africa after leaving the
Army. represenited the Regiment at the Service held in Simonstown.
Cape Province.

Anniversary of the sinking of Birmingham.

The Suffolk Museum Gallery

The new %allery in Moyses, Hall Bur% St Edmunds was duly
completedto plan and fofmally opened by the Lord Lieutenant of
Suffolk, Lord Belstead on 10 a’\y/] 2002. He was accompanied by
Maj General Sutherell and the Mayor of St Edmuncsbury. The
al e,rg ISa crgdlt Ao Al th?se 8550 |a[<ed with its develog)ment and
e history and traditions ofthe Suffolk Regiment are Imaginatively
displayed. It could not have happened without the generous financidl
sugport from th Reo le of Sutfolk, the local business community
and' members of the Association, _

The ﬁalle,ry is well worth a visit. A relatively small percentage of
the ci) ection ison dlsmlag In the new gallery fo the main museym
I still n the Keep, Gibrdltar Barracks. It will be open on_ special
occasions such as Minden Day and can be visited at other times by
prior agreement.
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The Cambridgeshire Regimental Association

an
The Royal Anglian Regiment Association

Death of Qur Colonel-in-Chief _

e following message was sent on the death of Her Majesty Queen
lizabeth The Queen Mother. _ o
Lt Col WF Badcock MBE, President of the Cambridgeshire
egiment (TAP Association on_behalf of all the members ot the

Iment would like to offer their sincere condolences at the loss of
their Colonel-in-Chief. _
m?sr;eedhas supported the Regiment over the years and will be sadly

The following message was received, by retum, from her Private
Secretary.

Dear Col Badcock, _

Thank you for gour letter. | greatly apﬁremate your message of
sympathy on the death of Queen Elizabetn The Queen Mother; and
Was deepl¥ touched by the sentiments you expressed.

| will, 0T course, pass on yoyr condolences tq the Queen and |
know tha& Her Majesty would wish you to convey her gratitude to all
concerned.

The Cambridgeshire Reg|ment Collection
Patrons: Col JGP Crowden KStJ JP Lord Lieutenant
- Col WE Pa\%/e MCTD
President: Lt Col WF Badcock MBE
Chairman: Capt Paul Leach
45a Cambridge Road Ely CB7 4HJ Tel: 01353 662685

Martin Boswell continues to maintain day to da¥ supervision of the
collection at Duxford. There have been rio additions to our display,
but Martin Boswell has rearranqed certain exhibits and medals.

We are still awaiting the Countty Record Office's decision to take
aboard and store some archives ang photographs that we are not able
to display. These have been amplified recently by further archives
concerning the Ely Old Comrades Branch “and various regalia
belonging to Col Beckett that was in the hands of Roy Stubhings.

One net artefact that came to light in this haul was a metal bowl
that had belonged to Sgt Bert aFLor, and used by him “for all
Burgoses whilé held as a Japanese PoW. As SgEt Mmorwas with a

(Ely) Company the bowl was offered to the Ely Museum and is
now. |SRIayed thiere, aPproprlateI}/ labelled, _

With the opening of the new Sutfolk Regiment Museum in Bury
St Edmunds, we have received a request t0 display the Regimental
Colourbeltthere that was currentIY with the Royal Anghan Sérgeants’
Mess. This has been agreed and the belt has een refurned. Colopel
Pat Macdonald has taken charge of it and we look forward to Seeing
It alongside similar Suffolk Regiment belts in their new museum.

Martin Boswell has exgressed concern about how_the various
other items loaned to the Sergeants” Mess have been displayed and
we have now requested their return. However this does raise the
question of the |mFortance of ensuring that any future loans that are
made from the collection are dpro erly cared for.

The finances remain in good order and are looked after at Bury St
Edmunds, Our thanks to Col Taylor and Maﬁor Fisk. The current
halance of £4,307 1s up from £4,210 as a resuft of small sales of the
guide and Christmas Cards. We still have large stocks, =

The major redistribution of Regimental artéfacts held in various

N o5
—h

stores is now comi)lete and \he E“nc'ﬁl(f ‘hob’ofthe Guardians mus&
now be to see that our displays around the county, and at Duxfor
are k_e#t ‘fresh’ and hope ullg we. will continue to add to them as
new Interesting Items become available.

Please continiue to be vigilant for any suitable items.

The Regimental Taxi N
During 1957. to help with recruiting, arrangements were made to

ublicise our existence as the Count)( Territorial Regiment. Being a
Jniversity centre something out of the ordinary was thought more
likely to attract attention in‘the City of Cambridge. _

The Training Major, Maj PSW Dean, came across anadvertisement
for the sale ofan ofd London taxi which he presented tothe Regément.

With the help and in enuﬂg of RSM Norman, and the local REME
unjt, the tax| was made roaoworthy and Pamted In the Regimental
colours ot blue and black, together with the crest on the doors, and
apennant on the roof. _

ne taxi could be seen in Cambridge each week when (;))ay Was

collected from the bank, it was used & the Commanding Officer’s
staff car %nd as transgort for the Regimental Dance Band and was
named ‘The Band Wagon’. o

On one memarable occasion in 1959, at the Dedication of the
ReE|mentaI 1030-1945 War Roll of Hongur mthe_Regr_nentaI Chalpel
In Ely Cathedral, inthe presence of the Colonel-in-Chief, HRH The
Princess Margaret, the car, driven by QM Lt HH Norman brought
uptherear. The Colonel-in-Chiefexpressed herdeh%?t but declined
the qffer of a ride. Sadly, upon amal?amanon_m 61, and after a
hurried coat of black paint, the vehicle was ‘disposed of.

Princess Margaret being invited to ride in the car by the
CO. Col WF Page.
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Informeﬁyon Re l.“red , o

Pte Frank Maidwell 58833046 2nd Battalion the Cambridgeshire
Regment died as a PoW, working on the Bankok-Burma Railway,
on 25 June 1943 and bune_?atthe anchan:ilbun Cemetery, Thailand.
[t anyone has more details would theg please send It to his niece,
Mrs G Dumpleton, 90 Drakes Drive, St/Albans, Herts AL 5AD.

Extracts from the Regimental Chapel Guide and Handbook
From ‘The Cambndge_s Ire Reg|ment In France - aglorious Record’
Printed by the Cam _nd%e Chronicle 1919, _

At ameeting ot officers held in Cambridge on 27 June 1919, it was
unanimously decided to take steps for an dequate Regimental War
Memorial In EIY Cahhedral. A small sub-commlhtee Vias E;fomted
to carry the matter through, and the Dean and Chapter of Ely have
agreed'tq the ?eneral Idea of the proposed Memorial, the design to
bé submitted to them, for approval. _

It is proposed to fit ug the disused chapel in the narth transept of
the cathearal asa ‘Cambridgeshjre Regiment Chapel'. Inth_lschiipel
will be inscribed the names of those fallen in the war, and it will be
the place where, in future, the Regiment’s Colgurs will be deposited
in gase of need and the Old Colours preserved.

The design and scheme Bgenerally IS now bemP,vvorked out by
Dugley Newman Esq, FRIBA. The éxisting chapelis in the Norman
arch and embrasyre. The necessary. work'to be done comprises a
stained glass window, the erection of asmall altarwith hangings and
furniturg, the panelling of the walls to a height of seven feet in ok,
andthe provision ofasmall og)en-workoak sCreen across the exterior
of the arch to form an entrance to the chapel. On the panelling of the
walls will be rPlaced a Sj|ver or pronze_shield, on which will be
Inscribed the names of all ranks In the Regiment who have given
their lives for their country. » _

The estimated cost has riot yet been definitely ascertained, but the

more funds there are available the more complete the scheme of
decoration can be made to the chapel. In addition it is hoped toerect
astone cross, costing a proxmatelg £299, In the neighbourhood of
Ypres to commemorate the lengthy and glorious services of the
Regiment in the Saljent. = :

1S appeal IS made to surviving officers and all other ranks in the
confident expectation that they Will assist, as far as they can, the
?roposed Reé;lmental memorial, as a worthy commemoration of
allen comrades and the years when all worked together for the good
of the_Regiment. An account wil| be opened at” Messrs, Barclays
Ltd,. Ely,“where donatigns can be s%nt to the ‘Cambridgeshire
Regiment War Memorial” or they can be sent to Lt Col GL Archer,
Silvber Street, Ely.
QObituaries :
We are sorry to report the following death and express our deepest

sympathy. L . . .
yansaB)Xborah Fenn: Died inthe lceni ward of Doddmggon Hospital
on ﬂ]an%ardv 17. She had been a |%)anent there since Octoher and prior
to this had lived with her daughter in March. Bom in Littleport and
In 1941 married Arthur Bernard Fenn, who was taken prisoner of
Warat SmgaFore. During this time she served in the fire Service and
dehvgre? mi kbgh rse and cart. o

In the late 1950s she and her husband started a taxi business and
she went on to drive a 29-seater coach, making her one of the very
few female bus drivers inthe area. _

Following the death of her husband in 1972 she continued to work
for the family travel concemn. . o _

For many years she was involved in the Cambridgeshire Reglm_ent
Orgﬁ\ d%rr]](tj at'the time ofher death she was branch treasurer and vice-
pThe funeral service was held at St Peter’s Church, March followed
by Interment at Eastwood Cemetery, March.

Royal Lailﬂcolnshire
Royal Anglian Regimental Association Stamford and District Branch

The Springer monthly newsletter continues to let members know
a?quhourvanous activities and the on omgv‘saga’ ofthe4th Battalion
of "The Lincolns™ in north west Europe, We ffave had stories about
Arnhem, our own visit to Arnhem and abouf the activities of the 4th
Battaljon in NW Europe. Reports about the findings of the 10th
Battalion World War woqraves at Arras were many and varied
Lventually we were told thatthey were found by some archagologists;

War_?raves_are be|n? frequently found. Asthey were inan identical
position with arms Tolded, prabably were buried at a field hogpital
Sife esgeuall a5 such a ||m_|1g_ed amount of brassware was found
with no other'means of Identification, Re-interment will be private
but a sBeuaI ceremony on 9 April Is being arranged.

On 10 September, we started on amemorable five-tay tour of the

World War One batlefields around the Y pres-Salient, an1lluminating

members of the Royal Lincolns together with National Servicemen at Birmingham'’s Hall of Memory, November 2001
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historical experience...why we could not win battles and neither
could the Germans! However, we managed to attend the special
ceremon){ at the Menin Gate and visit St. eor({?_s Church in Ypres.
Tour of the town of Albert on the Somme, |mY Ridge and the
Lochnagar Crater, We were shocked and amazed af the hundreds of
names of our soldiers without known graves at Thiepyal, T¥ne Cot
andthe Menin Gate memor|f1I%Where we left our Popines_. Qrcourse
we were nof really aware of the 11 September atrocity in the USA
and the anxlety at home! _ o

On 11 October we had a very enjoyﬁlble branch meeting in the
newly renovated Stamford BrewerY luseum Restaurant” On 11
Novémber, we paraded for the Royal British Legion Remembrance
Parade attended by the mayor and coyncil, also Col B Foster DL
There were more eﬁ]-SerV{%e and gen,erlal Wbllm_ [tjhan ever before ar%ﬂ
more poppy wreaths an the memorial. We laid our poppy wrea
wnL o%rp%ndara on Parade. g pp_y

On 15 November we had our annual yemembrance dinner. 50
members and friends sat down to a succulent roast beef dinner and
all thetrimmings, arranged b%ourmemberEne_en Miller. We thanked
ourwelfare officerwho had been busy and caring ‘as ever’, for those
In his welfare section. He asked us to remembér days gone by and
the traditions and reputation of the Re?_lment. We were pleased to
have Reg|m ntal Secretary CaPt ohn Lee BEM with us.

On December 11 we held our Christmas meeting and party at the
home pf our secretary and his wife. A jolly timé with Christmas
refreshments and lots"of mulled wine. _ o

Christmas cards and gifts were taken outtoeight members mclud_mP
the widows of recent |palst members, three members visited in hosplta ,
receiving gifts of fruit. We are pleased to note that our veteran
memberJack_Llnd%ls still ({Hlte active an? re uIarIZ Homs in with
ourraftles. Itis worth noting that our monthly rarfles are essential to
ke\ﬁ) the branch funds healthy. o

e started 2002 with our January ladies night, refreshments and
punch of course! We were entertained with™a deligntful speaker
d_esclnbmg the local Christmas birds and their songs - the feathered

ng!
We followed on in Februarg/ with our ‘Sobraon’ sausage and mash
supper, lots of bangers and seconds, apple pie and Coffee - 28
members and friends, able to use the sports club bar, had a very
enjoyable evemnﬁ. After the toasts to Her Majesty, the Regiment
and branch, we had the ﬁleasure of a piano playing during the
evening, the songs we all knew.

Sadly: we lost one member durmglthe ear, anex World War One
6th Battalion Lincoln (African ana'ltaly). We are now 32 members,
with six associate members and 15 honorary. mempers (the ladies).

We will always welcome ex _RoKaI Anglians. We meet on the
second Tuesday of the month in the RAFA Club and pleased to
receive stories and anecdotes from other branches and members that

The Poachers 2002 Reunion.
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we can publish in the Springer. -
Capt Bill Simpson - Secretary

Poacher 2002 Reunion
On S?turdag/ 16 March 2002 over 300 veterans from the Royal
Lincolns, thé East Anglian and the Rogal Anglian Regiments gathered
at. Sprin fl(ilds Exhibition Centre, Spalding, Lincolnshiré for the
third annual Poacher 2002 Reunion. _
Maj Gen RE] Ger[ard-ert[]ht CB CBE DL gave the opening
addréss and the evenmq events Included a d|spl\f}y by the Military
Vehicle Trust of World War Two Mgnar ehicles: musical
entertainment by the CS Big Band; grand raffle; butfet meal.
Forthe third year running 4 commemarative glass was given toall
those In attendance. The"glasses, with the Poacher miotif, were
sponsared hy Coors Brewery and Springfields Exhibition Centre.
The Reunion continues {o lqrow Inpopu arlt)éand nextyear's event
has been confirmed for Sattirday, 5 March2003.

Royal Lincolnshire Reqmental Museum _
Th? Museum of the Royal Lincolnshire Regiment was starteii inthe
early partorthe 20th Céntury asapurely regimental venture, located
In the Regimental Depot in"Lincoln. It was traditionally run by the
Quartermda_ster of the day ?nd Was frankl%)/, little more than an
amateur display. It was only seen by visitors who had a special
Interest (and had to go throdgh quite a performance even to gain
access to the harracks) and quéues of recruits who were (sometimes
reluctantly) marched t roug{h Inthe early weeks oftheirbasic training.
Following’ the amalgamation of the Regiment in 1960 and the
consequent closure ot the Depot, the museum was closed and, for
the next 25 years, remained unseen and moribund. _
In 1985 ]he Regimental Trustees negotlated an arrangement with
the Lincolnshire County Council, the latter to take on the entire
collection as an |nte%al part of the Museum of Lincolnshire Life in
Lincoln. The museum took on respon3|b|l|tﬁ/ for the presentaion of
the 9ISP|& S, secuntY and msurancef* on the collection while th(i
artefacts femained the property of the Trustees. A successtu
partnership developed with acvantages on both sides: the museum
gained a valuable addition to its qverall aim of reflecting another
aspect of Iife in the county and the Regiment a vastly improved
public image of its service over the 300 years of its history.
However, by 1995, the displays had become rather shabby and the
Trustees decided to raise funds for a major refurbishment on the
same terms. With much help from the National ArmK,Museum who
su%geested and costed a de,sl%n It became clear that this was a major
undertaking and the decision was taken to %nply for a_Heritage
Lo_tterY Fund (HLF) Ogrant to raise the £225,000 required. This was,
In itself, a major undiertaking! It took some two years to complete
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The Regimental Band. Royal Lincolnshire Regiment in Malaya.

Colour sergeant 1863. Second World War. American War of Independence.

the bid and raise the £60,000 Partnership Funding needed. to P_rofess_ional body forthose working andteaching inthe ‘interpretative
complement the£165,000 offered?y the HLF. Itth ntooksomethm% teld” inthe UK. It runs the prestigious ‘Interpret Britain™ awards
over two years to complete the refurbishment and the museum waS  which recognise excellence' n the |nterpretation of our national
formallg re-opened b%}HRH Th D%ke of York in April 20?0. _ heritage. The museum came second e%ual out,0f 80 sites visited
The aésign (y JANVS ot York) is based on the theme of ol owing angn ously by AHI and the citation reads as follows;
the Colours, Jtis i modern, innovative and educaH;onaI display wit “This museum takes a refreshing ap[%roach to the interpretation of
videos, multimedia, surround sound and an audio t(iur. articular  military history by concentrating'on the experiences and sacrifices
attention is given to the close links that the Regiment always enjoyed  of ordiiary men wiho foflowed their Regimental Colours into batfle.
with the_count?/: aspects of both_ social and military istory ‘are There Is very effective use of manne%ums to illustrate human
cIo?]eI linked fo the natlonil curn%ulémh s\ones. IHs%asytﬂ_connectwnhtheflgure an?to un erst_andahtHe
The Trustees were recently notified t (?t the museum had been  clearer_the hardships of warfare. The overall success Is that the
ranted a ‘Museum of the Year’ Award by the Association for  exhibjtion bfllance%the PndeofThe Ra%){al Lincolnshire Regiment
eritage Interpretation (AHI). AHI is tfie only national and  with the realities of warfare over the last 300 years’.



THE JOURNAL OF THE ROYAL ANGLIAN REGIMENT 8l

The Associations

The Royal Ag%gan Regiment
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association

Change of Staff at Warley .

Maj David Thorogood has finally finished at HQ Warley where he
nas b%en hel Jng par_ﬁﬂm,et keep the office open. He has done us
well there and we will miss him, o o

QOur new full time Reg?lmen_tal Secretary is Maj Dave Gilchrist,
who has only just r_ecenth/ retired from the Royal Corps of Signals
after 37 years” service at home and abroad. Already he shows great
enthusiasm for the job and seems to have settled in ve\%_qumk y.

Dave 1sa keen sportsman. He was captain ofthe Army Windsurfing
team from 1996 1o 2000, and last )(]ea_r was world champion of ong
ﬁfthe %om etition classes. We wish him [uck at Warley where he Is

ouse hunting.

On 1Februgary 2002 a small reception took place at HQ Warley
first to welcome Ma]nGllchrl_st and then to wish MahT 0rog0ad
gooF luck now that he has finally retired. He went home with a

ottle of champagne.

Thf rece t|?n Was also to sa goodbxe to another m?mberofour
excellent staff at Warley, when™Mrs Joan Westover left after ten
vears. Joan has worked hard and long for us there and is highly
regarded by all who had dealings with er. Now she has left to]oi
her husharid in retirement and we wish Joan good luck from us all.

The Ret[ument’s Museum

The trustees of the museum, which is situated at the Luton Museum
Wardow Park, Luton, are pleased to report that the refurbishment
display 1s now open to the public. At the time ofwntlnq neither the
diorama nor the audio/visual display have been completed, and a
few other modifications to the diSplay are in progress.

Association Annual Wreath Laying Cer_emon)é and Reunion
It was adull day with slight damp to'the air on the morning of the
\évore%th laying Ceremony”at Kempston on Sunday 18 November

This, however, did not daunt members travelling far and wide to
attend this day of the reunion, when comrades of oVer 50 years meet
ang greet each other again with handshakes of affection. Tea and
coffee wereagain served free of charge by the soldiersof 158 (Royal
Anglian) Royal Logistic Corps(V) Which was most ap{)reuated.
Bars at the TA Centre by courtesy of the Squadron and 754 Troop
Royal Signals were also o?_en fof those who wished to purchase a
longer or'warmer drink until the Rarag%started. :

e were fortunate tohave the Bahd otthe East of England Regiment
T"Af together with the Corps of Drums of The Regiment on parade
with s,

The parade was basically the same as the previous years with the
detachments forming up in ‘The Keep' car park. With the Branch
Standards and Wreath™ Laying Parties leading the Association,
members marched throu(gh he'old barrack's Keep to their position
in front of the Re_?lmen al Memorial. The Vice President’s Party
took up, their positions and a short service began and the wreaths
were laid. On'the completion of the seryice the parade, turned left
and the Standards and wreath parties took up their positions behind
the Band, marching off on us designated route back to the rear of
"The Keep' for the’march past, before halting on the car park in a
thr(ﬁe-ad.eds uarg. o

The Vice-President, Maj Robin Medley, addressed the parade
thank_ln% members for a sPIend|d turnout. He then presented
certificates of merit to the following Association members: Mr W/

Baggarid%e], Mr TA Cox, Mr HA Pike, Mr B Sutcliffe (Bedford
Branch): MrJ Russell (Luton Branch); Mr R Austin, Mr R Dormer
(Watford and Hemel em{)stead Branch). _

This 1S the second year that the certificates of merit have been
awarded to members for their distinguished service of over ten
years or more fo the Association.

The parade dismissed and members either went to the TA Centre
totheir packed lunches orto The Keep forabuffet lunch. The Corﬁs
of Drums played in The Keep during the luncheon and later in the
TA Centre. urmq the luncheon theChairman of the Association
Brig Angus Robertson. presented Mrs Joan Westover, (who retired
from H Warle%), with a crystal Roryzﬂ Doulton wine decanter for
her services to the Association over the last ten years. The Vice-
President then presented Mrs Joan Sharpe. with & bougquet in
appreciation for all she does in connection with the Association’s

ournal.
: Afterthe lunch.in The Keep members and their wives and families

returned to the TA Centre oy the raffle which is run with lots of
prizes every year by the Bedford Branch. It was then time to say
goodbye far another year and make our weary way home.

Other Events Taking Place in 2002 _
The Association’s aniual dinner and dance will take %Iace at the
Castle Hall, Herttord on Saturday 22 June 2002. The Band of the
Essex Yeomanry will again be playing during dinner with live
music for thedanc?_afterwa as. _

The Ioth Foot Officers’ Lunch will be at The Lion Hotel, Buckden
on_Thursday 27 June 2002 at 12.30pm.

The Officers’ Goslar Reunion will be at Kettlebaston on Saturday

6 July 2002,
It i?l hoped that 45 branch members of the Association will visit the
Royal Hospital. Chelsea on Sunday 29 September 2002.

News from the Branches o

The Bedf?rd Branch atfended a service in early Aug#lst 2001 at the
Church of Transtiguration,_Kempston which was Tollowed by a
buffet lunch in The Keep. The Peace Day on 15 August, with a
service at St Peter’s Church, Bedford, wés attended by members
and the Branch Standards. Ityvas cold and windy in N?\_/emberwhen
branch members helped to collect for the Poppy Ag)ea InGreyfriars,
Bedford. Over five hours members collected £294.98. A Service
and wreath Iaym%]at the Forest Hill Road Cemetery, Bedford was
su1pp_orted 0y members and the Branch Standards. _

This took“place on 4 November for the men in the Highland
Division TA who died locally in 1915 eror fo going to France - 85
soldiers é}hed of measles cauggu_ from the children. The ?r ves had
been saaly neglected, there being manR//I more from al
Armed Forces, Including 'Bedfords’. Members attended the I
November Parade on the Embankment and the Wreath ngm%
Parade and Reunion at Kempston on the following Sunday. On
December the branch held its dinner and dance at The Keep’which
Was a great SUCCESS,

On 7'November last year many members of Hertford Branch
attended the rededication ceremony of the Hertford War Memorial
which has undergone extensive preservation work recently. On 18
November the branch had a good attendance at the Regimental Day
?t K%mpston. On 10February 2002 the branch held a very successful
unch.

the threg



82 CASTLE

The Associations

Five members of the St Albans Branch travelled to the Cenotap h
for the Remembrance Day Parade and m rched wit %Natlon
Servicemen contingent. T entYoneH] ers att e the Wreat
Laying and Reunion at Kempston. T BranchC ristmas party on

5 December was a Vvery enjo able evemh?’

TheWatford and Heme em stead Branch heldaracenlghtm
October In aid of branch fungs M|ck AIIum represented the
Association at the openin of the Field of Remembrance at
Westminster Abbey. F ?rthe |rd earrunhmgthe hranch or n%;anlsed
an Assoclation party of 60 former national Servicemen to niarch in
the Cenotaph parade at Whitehall. Close on 40 members attended
the Reunion at Kempston. The branch dinngr/dance was moved
from December to February 2002 and proved a great success with
117 peaple attending.

Members ofthe Lutonand Dunstable Branch attended the Wreath

Laying and Reunion at Kempston on 18 November 2001, After the
December meeting which togk i)lace onthe 12th, abyffet and social
was held"at the Ltton Naval Club, where the branch mestings are
held, it was a great success.

bltfuzﬁnes
The owmg members have died since the last issue:
MrFrankSﬂ ker) Eames ed on5November2001 He served with
the 1st Battalion % anfd (s Regiment f r m 1933 to 1 (%8 oP
Indlia, Palestine, Tobruk n|s SMatt eDepotat Begfor
Maj Cynil Rowton H eﬁ‘or |e on8November aged 85, Served
with the’ Ist Battalion Beds and Herts Regiment from 1937-41 in
India, Palestine, Syria and Eqypt.

The Royal Tige&s Association

an
The Royal Anglian Regiment Association (Leicestershire)

ROY Tigers’ Weekend 22 and 23 June 2002
e Eadt of England Reglment will be retuming from its Annual
C? Pa?am the Association will he Fnable to use the TA Centrezﬂ
Ulverscroft Road this Y/ear Neverthe ess It is confidently predicte
hat the arrangements will be as ?00 aS ever.
The Annual General Megtin theAssomahon W|Iltake lace in
h rIeySuneatDevonshlr Plaf L ondon Road, Lejcestera
p.m. on 22 June 2002. This will be followed by the 771hAnhua
inner at 7.15 for 7. 458m in the Oliver Suite at Devanshire Place,
On Sunda 23 June 2002 the Reﬁhmehtal Service WI|| he at 11.00
m n Ro lgers’ Woo? er the service there will he a
Rzament Rece tion and lunch in the Working Men’s Club in

that
f
6.30
Dinn
a
Bagwort

ntry to the annual dinner, the reception and the lunch will be b
t|cket¥m?y, 50 pIeaseappIytoteArga fﬁ Y

HM The Queen’s Jubilee Baton Relay
The Assoctation sends its congratulations to M Ken McLavin on
h| ?electmh 8 aJubllee Runner for Her Mahest y The Queen’s
ileg Bator] Rel a}/n This relay 1s the traditional ‘opening to the
ommonwea
Ken McLavin, who has already raised a large amountofmoney for
charity in marathons imd other runmng events, was nominated
Leicester City Council as a special repr sentatlve ofthe commumt
as someone_ who embadies commynity values, spirit and nationél
Prlde He will be one of 5,000 Eeoplewho wil take Eart Inthe relay
nthe UK, covering 500 towns and cities n 50 day

Cyprus Veterans’ Reunion

The 3|xth reumon ofex- me] mbers of the 1st Battalion who served
inC prus 995-1958will be held at the Braunstone District Working
Men’s Club on 19 October 2002. Please make a note inyour diary.
EgS?eeretalls can be obtained from Mr Rob Freeman on 0116-

Christmas Reunion

FoIIow the verR/ suc%essful December reunions in recent years, a
follow U reuniort has been organised for 6 December 2002 at the
South ?ston Working Men’s Club, Please make a note in your
ne Iet%rhls happy event. Further details will be In the autumn

Re?mental Benevolence
001 the Ro?_{{al Leicestershire Reglment Charitable Fund
dlsbursed £7.600 of glmental maopey, and also £4,515 from the
F 10 ex-TI lgers and their am|I|es In addition £3,000 was
dlstrlbuted as ABF annuities to ex-soldiers oy their widows. The
Regimental Charitable Fund remains very healthy.

In-Pensioners
o e e A
\h\ém% wasgdmltted onBR/I %h EOOZ%nd |senjoy|g lif

loner at the
mber’)
Inhis new

O

L

(D/\
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The Northamptonshigﬁ Regiment Association
The Royal Anglian Regiment Association (Northamptonshire Branch)

Benevolence

During 2001 the Northamptonshire Regimental Benevolent Fund
disbursed £4,755 of Regimental money, and also £1,165 from the
Army Benevolent Fund. In addition, £1,950 was distributed to ex-
soldiers or thejr widows as ABF annuities. The Regimental
Benevolent funa remains very healthy.

Officers’ Lunch _Parta/ ,

The Officers’ Dining Club held their annual lunch on 9 May 2002,
This was our last year af the Duke of York's Headquarters, where
the caterers gave Us asRIend|d meal. Even thouPh several members
were ynableto attend this g/ear, the happy family atmosphere made
It another memorable occasion.

HM The Queen’s Golden Jubileg o _
MrThornley will bethe Regimental reJoresentatlve, with the Finedon
Branch Standard, at the parade in St James’s Park on 4 June 2002,

Northamptonshire Regiment Museum _

As a result of worrying rumours and newspaper articles about
disastrous cuts In staff and_ storage, the Chairman and Secretary
nave heen to see representatives from the Borough Solicitor and the
Borough Museum Service. As a result, the Chaifman has received a
letter Signed personally bY the Borough Solicitor confirming that
there was ‘no intention to take any action In relation to Reql ental
collections, of which we are merely the trustee rather than the
owner’. This isexcellent news hut, asa result of staffreductions, the
remamm? staff will be unable to devote as much time to the
Regimental collection as previously.

Reglmental Chapel :

Thé 1st Battalion Colours have been remounted on_an acid-free
board and properly attached to it and the brass I|olaque in memory of
Brig Taunton has been refurhished, cleaned and facquered. A proposal
to Improve the_hghtmg has been agreed_mprmuﬁalb the PCC and
detailed planning 1s now taking place with the Church’selectrician.
The profits from a Minden Band Concert have been earmarked for
repairs to the Chapel roof.

Peterborough Branch _ _

Our Annual General Meeting was held again at the TA Centre in
London Road and, as in previous years, It was a very successful
gathering with.a good attendance. It was a chance for US to meet the
present da)( Territorials in Peterborough and hear of their
achievements and the success of their unit, Additionally the meetm%
provided an excellent sounding board for the branch itSelfasto wha

their wishes were for future actjvities. ,
_ The branch has expressed a wish to visit the Reglmental Museum
In NorthamF?ton during the summer, and in the early autumn a return
visittothe Royal Hos&ntal InChelsea. The Cambriggeshire Reqment
|sagra|nor anising the annual joint barbecueat Childers inWhittlesey
on Thursday 18 July at ]Pm. Do get a ticket and join us then. Our
annual reunton dinrier il %%ambeheld atthe TA Centre in London
Road on Saturday 19 Octobgr, . _ _

It is now 30 years since Maf Richard Hill took over the presidency
of |he branch, which s now fooking forward to its 50th anniversary
In less than two years" time.

Corby Branch _ _ o
As the branch was now virtually moribund, the branch’s rema_mmq
funds have now been handed overtohe Northamptonshire Regimen
Assouan? . The branch Standard is in a case in the Royal British
Legion Club in Corhy.

Future of Reunions _

The February meeting of the management committee held a
discussion oni the format of the reunions, It has been sug ested that
it should remain unchanged for 2002 and 2003, but that Tt might be
better to hold a final parage in 2003, and that from 2004 the annual
reunjon should be a one-day event, on a Saturday. A questionnaire

reqmlrlrt]tg simple yes/no answers, will be sent’out with the next
newsletter.

Silver Dispersal _ o _
Apart from ning pieces being retained in RHQ for use at reunions,
almost all the N rtham_i)ton_s Ire Regimental 'sifver has now heen
returned to adonor family, given away, lent or sold. Ithas been a sad
but necessary exercise, although It ishice to record that many of the
most %[])Iendld_ pieces have’\?one to 2. R Anglian or the
Northamptonshire Regimental Museum. |t is also ratlfymg that
many Association members have been able to obtain a wonderful
memento of their service.

Mr G Durrant _ _
The areaoffice is losing the services of MrGearge Durrant, upon his
retirement, The Trusteés have %greed that, inview ofhis outstandm%
service, he should be made an honorary member of th
Northami)tonshlre Regiment.

A short ceremony “was held after the February management
committee _meetmgD 0 present him with a Re%|mental tie and with a
cheque which had"been collected in very generous donations from
over 200 comrades.
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The Rev KF Belben TD ChStJ CF(TA)

The Rev Ken Belben, who died unexpectedly in hosgltal on 4
March 2002, at the age of 72, served for many ¥ears as Chaplain to
TA, ACF and Volunteer units of the Essex and Royal Anglian
Regiment. He also reqularly conducted services at the'Regimental
Chapel at Warley, where hi$ familiar presence will be much missed.

Kenneth Frank Belben was bom at the small Essex village of
Latton, near Harlow, in 1930. As a small boy he wenttoFawbert...
Bamnard’s School, where he became verY Interested inthe Church of
Englana. His Methodist grandparents took him to chapel, but he
soon discovered that ch0|rb%ys at the Parish Church were paid 2d
for choir practice and 2s 5d for each service. Ken was quickly
con\garted to the Anglican Church and increased his weekly income
by /d. _

Gradually he genuinely and completely grew to love the church
services, sO much so that by the age of 11°hé never wanted anything
other than to be orgained d P_ne £1n the church. It was a passion he
never lost, Even ater he retired in 1995 he couldn’t bear having a
Sunday when he dian't take one service - better still two!

As 4 teenager Ken went to St John’s College, Harlow, Then
followed five'years in the civil service, before gomg up fo Durham
University to read theology In 1955 he was ordained in the Diocese
of Chelmsford, where hé sP_ent the whole of his minjistry. He Waf
curate In three East End parishes - first at Plaistow, then’Chadwel
Heath and finally at Marks Gate. In complete contrast, in 1964, Ken
Was ap{)omted vicar of the rural parishes of Great and Little
Maplestead near Halstead. These parishes were united in 1914, Aust
after the Knlgi_hts of the Order of St John. of Jerusalem became
patrons of the Tiving, The hospitallers had built a considerable estate
at Little Maplestead in the Middle Ages and the round chuych was
dem%n_ed especially to accommodate the Knights’ own form_ of
worship. Ken’s long association with them led to him becoming
Chaplain to the Order of St John from 1977, For 20 years, from
1975, until retirement, he was also rector of Gestingthorpe.

During his minisiry Ken was verY active inother fields as well. He
was a local councillar, chairman ot the Friends of Halstead Ho_slmtal
and clerk t the local Deane(rjy Clergy Chapter. He loved the vi Ia%e
school at Great Maplestead” - the™Children, the teachers and the
arents. As If this wasn't enough he arranged pilgrimages to the
joly Land and other biblical sites. On retirement in 1995, Ken and
his wife Janet went to live at Earls Colne. ‘Retired” is of course
rather a logse word to agglﬁ fo clergy, and to Ken especially. He
usually took one service each Sunday, mostly at Earls Colne, and he
celebrated the Eucharist one da% amonth atChelmsford Cathedral.
From 1996 until his death he helped care in succession for three
groups of parishes during their interregnums, and when he died he

was just completing a year as Chaplain to George Courtauld, High

Sheriffof Essex. . _. .

hr%e éﬁurc% o? StGiles at Great Maplestead was solidly packed for
Ken’s funeral, | atelling testament of a hléthy-re arded and much-
loved parish priest and padre. The Essexan Ro%/al n’\%han Regiment
Associations were represented by Col Geoffrey Morgan, Many
former members of the units served, and served in. by Ken also

atfended.

igen was the devoted huspand of Janet for nearly 47 years, a
wonderful father to his daughters Susan and Wendx, and the super
grandfather of Jemma, Sarah, Hayley and Mark. Our deepest
Sympathy goes out to them all. JEHIPS

W02 Eddie Davies _
On 8 January 2002. Formerly CSM A Company 1R Anglian and
CSM Tiger Company 4 R Anglian.

o Brig WT Dodd OBE
Brig Bill Dodd died in Cyprus on 2 April 2002. aged 65. He
commanded 3rd Battalion the Royal Anglian Regiment™1976-1979
and was Deputy Colonel of the Regiment Tor Bedfordshire
Hertforashire and Essex 1987-92. A till obituary willappear in
December’s issue.

Caﬁt KG Ford _
0On 22 January 2002 late the Northamptonshire and the Royal Anglian

Regiment.
LCEI DJ George

LCpl Darren George. was tragically shot and subsequently died of
his injuries on 9 April 2002 while Serving with the 1st Battalion in
Kabul. An obituary will appear in December’s ssue.

Maj MKD (Mike) Gunton

MO%HMIke Gunton of New Romney died, aged 71, on 4 November
2001 Twao buglers from the 5t Battaljon played calls at his funeral
In Kent where an address was given bg
Warded Imself Iucké/ enough 1o hav
ormore than o0 years. ~ ©
Bom 23 October 1930, Mike #omed the Army afteragreat school
career at Christ's Hospital where he was captain not only of rugger,
hutofcricketand boxing too, Heentered the Royal Military Academy
Sandhurst in the autumn of 1949, Iwatched from the sidélines while
he performed_bnlhantIP/ inall the sports and inevery m|I|tarK activit
and earnep himself a formidable reputation. He iecame the 1950s
Version ofa ‘superstar’. o
Mike was comm|f3|0_ned into the Royal Norfolk Req;ment in
1951, He was a really impressive man, with all the qualities one

apt Fred%lrlemn Wwho
been one of Mike's friends
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would like to see in oneself. But he had another great asset that one
mlﬁht polltelﬁ call ‘cosmetic’. He looked very distinguished and
rather senior before he was 21. Iwill never forget the day hejoined
the 1st Battalion of the Royal Norfolk Reqlmen_t, &4 ven( young
second lieutenant, at Dover Castle. He walked Into the ante-room
for the first time just before dinner, Most of the officers were there
and most of them Jum,Ped to their feet like scalded cats when they
saw him. Not just politely -but as if a vmtmg General had walked
mlto the rolomk. |'don’t know who was the most embarrassed.
was luc

Hong Kong and for me and many others his friendship made it an
unforgettable time. We still comge,teq, of course, but only for fun -
akindorcontinuous ‘gne-upmanshi .M|kecarr|edthecomlpentmn
and the ‘one-upmanship’ a bit far, we thought, when he proposed
marriageto Gen Hayes’daugh_ter,Momgue. utno-one couldblame
nim for that! They were married in 1955,

Inthe Korean War, Mike was an outstanding young, commander -
brave, decisive, and very reas_surm%. He was as steady as a rock in
nard or dangerous times, and just the same when timés were good.
He was abom leader - ana he elieved In leading by example, Trom
the front. His soldiers would have followed him anywhere - and
Indeed they did. When he was wounded In close-quarter fighting on
amq_ht atrol, his men carried him anng way back to his company

osition, In the dark and with enemy patfols in the area. His brother

rianand | have a('zreed that if he hadn’t been Mike, they might well
have been unable To take on such a difficult and danggrous rescue.

Atter that introduction to the Regiment and to military service

came the honour of a summans _to England to take Ipart In the
Coronation Ceremonies of 1953, The late Maj Neil Pullen carried
the Queen’s Colour and Mike carried the Regimental Colour. He
continued his boxing prowess bg winning the Hong Kong inter-
service heavyweighthoxing In 1954/5. _ _
. Mike served in many parts ofthe world; 1954-55 with the Regiment
in Hong Kon%, based In the New Territories close to the Chinese
horder; 1956-58 with the King’s African Rifles in Kenya gwhere the
dreaded ldi Amin was a warrant officer in his battaliori - though I'm
sure he never got the hetter of Mike) and 1962 in British Guiana.
Between 1965-69 Mike was on active Service as a company
commander with the Malaysian Rangers in Malaya and Borne,
where he mage a great name for h|mselfdur|n%the troubles of the
1960s. He also served nearer home: at The Depot 1955-56; on
Divisional Staff 1958-61° with 1 R An%han I Felixstowe as a
company commander under CO (later General) Jack Dye 1962-64;
Invarios interesting and deman |n%st_affapp0|ntments_|n England
1969-74; in the British Armlyofthe hine with | R Anglian at Celle
1974-16 and at Div HQ Herford 1978-82; with the, United Nations
force in Cyprus, in action aPamst the EOKA terrorists, 1976-78. In
all these situations and in allthese places Mike served with the same
dedication and the same distincgion as he did in his earIX gears._

After serving as recruiting officer Birmingham 1982-86, Mike
retired from the_Arm¥ but he stil] hadn’t had énough. He continued
to serve as a retired otficer, running the ranges andtraining areas at
Lydd_;ajob he really enjoyed, because he [oved the country and its
wildlite; and he loved to'live athome) until he finally retired, for the
second él.me, IR o

In aadition to all this, in addition to a lifetime of distinguished
service tohis countrg Mike achieved his most important success of
all: along, happy and loyal family Iife; with Monique, with delightful
twin dau%hters Marieanne’ and Noelle, and two Iovely
randdaughters, Phillippa and Nicola - and a ver Iar?_e number of
ood friends. Mike wasaman qfgreatachievement and fine qualities:
integrity, courage, determination, loyalty, great kindness and good
humour and the high dpr|nc,|ples which were natural to him. He was
an msglrlng man, and | think he was a real Christian soldier.

All'of us'who knew him, loved him and respected him, and I’'m
sure none of us will ever forget the fine person that he was. He'll
always be with us in spirit and in memory. o

Sgt John Frederick Newcomb
Sot John Frederick Newcombe died on 25 March 2002 aged 64, He
served with RAOC 1956-68 and with 1 Royal Anglian £968-1980.

y enough to serve with Mike In England, Korea and
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Maj A_nthony, D Russell MBE _
Tony Russell, bom in 1919, first iomed the RoYaI Leicestershire
Regiment TA in 1937 and was called to the Colours in 1937, He
served with the L eicesters in various stations throughout the war,
mcludlng the withdrawal fr?m Norw&g. In 1946 he Was #)osted asa
CSM Instructor at Mons Otficer Cadét School in Aldershot under
the watchful eye of RSM Brittain, a man of immense Size with an
equivalent personality, who, he readily admitted, tau$ht nim a great
deal: the two became close friends.”In 1950,_under the Midfand
Brigade system. he was posted to the Ist Battalion the Royal
Lincolnshire Reglment,then stationed.in EF%/’E)At.,He Was to remain
with that Regimént until 1958, becoming In 1952 and it 15 In
that alopomt_ment where he became little short of a legend! Bagged
Royal Anglian following the amalg_am_atmn_s In 1960, he remained
a memberof the new Regiment until his retirement from the Army

in_1974,

Tony (or Yedder as he is better remembered by most) was the
epitome of an RSM. Always mmaculatelg turned out himself, he
expected nothing less of everybogy in the Battalion, and showeg no
reluctance In expressing his displeasure when necessary regardless
of rank! Though fairly small of stature he had a fine beafing and real
presence Witha steely eye which, 1t was said, could, b;r a Planc,e,
open an oyster at 50 Xgr sl l—le Was.a h|(]1hl)r/ grofesslong sofdier in
every respect - knowledgeable, efficient, tearless and led Yexample.
He ruled with a rod of iron but was always scru quus_%/ straightand
fairand, underneath his somewnhat intiniidating exterior, was amost
kind and cannq man who garned enormous re1spect and much
arfection from all of those with whom he served. The tales are still
told time and aﬁ;am! o

In 1957, whife servmg in MaI%a, Tony was struck down by
tuberculosis and sgent thé next 13 months In hOSﬁltaL On his release
from hospital in 1958 he was posted as RSM at the Depot in Lincol
and on 1ts closure went as Garrison RSM at the REME Depot In
Bordon. Commissioned In 1963 he was posted ERE to the Royal
Signals in Bulford (where he eamed the MBE) and from there, in

0, went as a major to run atralnln% camp at Troon in Scotland
from which he retiréd in 1974, Inhis lalter years Tony worked inthe
office of the Belleisle GolfClub, Ayr- from which hé finally retired,
to_settle in Scotland, in 1985,

Tony was an unforgettable character who_ st a standard of
professional soldlerln% to which all should aspire. Sadly, ill health
and %e,ography_ meant that, in latter years, we saw muchless of him
and Nis charmmg wife, Joan, whom he married in 1939, than we
would have liked. To?ether they set a perfect example of how to
make the very best of the turbulent Iifestyle that is ga_rt of bem_%
married In thé Army. To her and their daughters Victoria and Juli
we extend our deepest sympathy. REIG-W

- MaTH (Tom) Styles
Tom Styles died unexpectedly, aged 73, on 19 February 2001, Bom
on 13 July 1927, mostof Torm’s Service was with 1R0¥a| Norfolk.
He said: “‘Britannia was mK capbadge and my first Toyalty was
always om,(]] to be to the 9th.’ o ,
From April 1945 to September 1946 his first career was with the
Ro_Y_aI Navy then the Royal Marines before going to the Royal
Military Academy Sandharst. _ _
Tom Served first at the Depot until 1947, then with 1st Battalion
the Royal Norfolk Regiment in German?/ and at the De%ot until
1949 before a ﬁgostlng 0 the Malay Regiment 1949-51, Between
1951 and 1955Tom was mtelllgence officerin Korea, boxm’gﬂofflcer
In Hong Kong_in 1953 and therf In CoIchester._Succeedlnq 3 Ben
Cha%man a5 OC Training Wing at the Depot in 1955 he then went
in_1957 ?s Adg_ut_ant to 18t Battall?_n, the Sin aFore Reglment until
1960, herore réjoining the kt Battalion, the Royal Norfolk Regiment,
in Berlin, thence to Dovercourt and GuYana until 1962, As‘an East
Anglian he went o the Degot in Bury StEdmunds 1962-64 4th/6th
Royal Lincolns TA 1964-66 then to'the FARELF Training Centre
Sirigapore before remgmng in 1968.
TOm then had a sucCessful career in industry. In recent years he
\gaﬁngrrgquéar attender at the Royal Norfolk Regiment Officers'
| ub.
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_FoIIowm%a stroke, Tom hecame severely immobile and went to
live at the Royal Star and Garter Home In°"Richmond. He married
Margaret in 1971 and is survived by her, son Ben and daughter
Jacqueline. LR

Cpl Geoffrey Craig Towler

Geoffrey Towler of the Poachers was tragically Killed in a road
traffic accident on 15 Februa|_r|y 2002. CR' owler hajled ongmallgf
from East Ham, in London. He joined the 2nd Batfalion the'Roy
Anglian R? Iment n 1992 while it was serving in the armoured
Infantry rolg in Celle, Germany. Over the ens nlg ten years, not
counting a brief sohourn In CIVVy Stregt, Cgl Towler followed d}he
Battalion to Warmjnster, Cyprus and Chepstow. He participated in
all the ma orexer?ses and com1pleted qperational tours in Northern
Ireland. Cpl Towler was ong of the stalwarts of the Mortar Platoon
and 1t 1s there théxt hf left his mark. L ,
He was a grfted soldier, professional to his fmgemps. Ahard, fit
man with tremendous personality, he was a gifted instructor and
was able to eni use his stuaents Wit ease. :
Onapersonal level, he was humourous, approachable and patient;
always read¥ fo look out for the interests ot his soldiers and tiercely
loyal'to his Trjends, the Platoon and the Battalion,
fl Towleris arucul? IK remembered for his [ﬁassmn forfoottiall.
Atalentedplayer himselt, he represented the company and Battalion
and was an ardent Hammers fan all h|fs I|f_(i. _
Asasoldier, sportsman and aevoted family man, Cpl Towler will
be dsadley mhs_ied. Our deepest sympathies extend to his wife, Claire
and their children Joe and Aimee. Cpl Geoffrey Towler.

Book Reviews
A Tiger and a Fusilier

The stories of two }/oung H.oys both of whom were in the care of the
Leicester Board of Guardians and were admitted to the Leicester
Union Workhouse ﬁnd then transferred to the Coun esthorPe Cottage
Homes, Each of t ?m ant on to he awarded the world’s mast
coveted decoration for gallantry during the First World War. Bot
Pte Buckingham and aﬁt Geg retielved the Victoria Cross from
King George V at Buckingham Palace.

For more Information contact the author, Der%k Seaton. Chﬁues
£9.69 mcludlnsq postage and packing) should be made Paya eto

Seaton, 78 Spinney Drive Klrkb¥ Grange, Botcheston, Leics
LE% OFG, Teleﬁ)h_one 8014552 8511, 7

The book contains 80 pages and 98 illustrations.

Net proceeds, from the sale of the book will be donated to the
chanﬁ le funds of the Royal Leicestershire Regiment and the

Royal Fusiliers.
Who goes there?

Frierid and Foe
by Sustainer

The Army Benevolent Fund has puhlished ? third collection of
Sustainer'samusing tales of Service life. Available foronly £10.95
(plus £1.45 po%ta € and packin

or the three books for only £32 (cheques pa{able to the Arm
Benevolent Fund please)_from_Sustainer Books, Fr_eeﬁost LO
18568 London N194BR. Tel: 020-7263-5854. Or visit the website
WWw.sustainer.co.uk (Secure server).

Once again_ the Army Benevolent Fund has captured another
selection of Sustainer’s entertammg stories about service life. So
far theyr first two collections have raised over £11,000 for
ben&vole_nce- maoney that could be helping our soldiers. The latest
000K, Friend & Foe, measures up to the Previous ones and, with
Piscator’s, illustrations, produces a distinctive ‘house’ style.. As
Prince F_’h|I|P says In his foreword: T congratulate both Ststainer
and his ilJustrator, Piscator, In producmg this qusm affectionate
and, In places, provocative, book, We Can al| recogniise the events
he recounts; indeed, we may be in some of them!


http://www.sustainer.co.uk
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Association Branches

Norfolk
HQ The Royal Norfolk Regiment
Association and
The Norfolk Branch The Royal
Anglian RegBment Association (Norfolk)
ritannia House,
TA Centre, 325 Aylsham Road,
Norwich, Norfolk NR3
Tel: (01603)4 029

0

King’s Lynn Branch

Capt HmmondOBE,
Sandena, Old Mill Road

Roughton, Norwich NR118PE

Gt Yarmouth/GorIeston Branch

r RC Pillar
16 AIderCIose BradvveII
Gt Yarmouth, Norfolk NR318PD

London Branch
r M J Frances
4 Krn swood Park,
Hendon Avenue,
Finchley, London N3 1UG

Norwrch Branch
E Boxall,
3 Breckland Road,
New Costesse
Norwich NR5 0 RW

Suffolk
HQ The Suffolk Regiment
OI Comrades Association
and the Royal An Iran Re%(ment
Association
Cambrrdgeshrre Branch The Keep,
Gibraltar arracksI Bur St Edmunds,
u olk

012842 (752392 S: Wed onlg
President: Brig WC Deller OBE
Bury St Edmunds and District Branch
Mr C Smith,
5 R%ctorY Road,
Suffolk 1729 4TE
Ipswich Branch
[ R Gamer,
24 Oregon Road.
Ipswich, Su%olk 1P5 TEX
Hemel Hempstead Branch
r M Gilbert,
84 Wesﬁfreld F(tjoad
Hertfordshire HP4 3PN

Beccles Branch
r ME Reed,

143 The Avenue
Lowestoft, Suffolk NR33 7L

Felixstowe Branch
Mr N Buckrngh
Marahab
18 Fairfield Avenue
Felixstowe, Suffolk TP119IN

Stowmarket. Branch
r D King,

1180 Bury Sktreet
Suffolk IP14 THT
Lerston Branch

Mr J Wats

57 St Malr_garets Crescent

Suffolk IP16 4HP
SudburB/ Branch:

2 Pot KrIn Road

Gt Com
Sudbury, Suffolk COlO 0DA

Lowestoft Branch
Sharpe,
17 Conrad Road,
Oulton Broad,
Lowestoft
NR33 8QB

Cambridgeshire
HQ The Cambridgeshire Regiment
Assoclation
and the Cambridgeshire Branch
The Royal Anglian Regrment Association
clo Cambri geshrre CF, Denny End

Waterbeach Cambrrdge
President; Lt Col WF Badcock MBE
Secretary: Maj MAJarvrs
1 Witham Close,

St Ives Ca bs PE273DY
|(01 0) 380234

ambridge Branch
o DE Latchfor
48L de Road, Bottrsham
[n |de
01223 811454

Iy Branch
Or HR Hrtch

7 Olivers W. Y
March, Cambs PE15 9PU
Tel: (01354)653058

March and Dis trrct Branch
r

Whrttlesel){ and
Peterborou% Branch
Mr B Whitwell,
48 Coronation Avenue
Whittlesey, Cambs PE17 1XE

Bedfordshire and

Hertfordshrre
HQ The Royal Anglian Regiment
Bedfordshire and ertfor shire
Association, Blenheim Hous,
Eagle Way, V\CaI{/IIelyS Brentwood,

EsS 3BN
Tel: Brentwood (01277% 213051
President: Maj Gen JA Ward-Booth OBE DL
Chairman: Brig AFFH Robertson CBE

Hertéford Branch:

. (0’1727) 858131

d Branch
Ro erts

n?r Clos
Kempston, Bedford MK42 TAA
Tel: (01234) 8545

Hrtch'_rn Branch

e Wa
Hrtchrn HertsS 52SL
Tel: (01462) 620398

Hertfordshire Regiment
Association
r C Austin,
97 West Street
Hertford Herts SGI3 8EI
Tel: (01992) 558757

Watford and Hemel
Hempstead Branch

Mr EG Owe
37 BrdshaII Crescent
Dunstable

Beds LU6 3NF
Tel: (01582) 665734
Luton and Dunstable

Branch

Mr S Chapman,

86St Margarets Avenue,

Luton, Beds LU3 1PQ
Tel: (01582) 728976
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The Essex and

Royal Angllan Regiments
Association
%The Royal Anglian Re ment
Ienhe|m House, Eag
Warley, Brentwdod,
Essex CM13 3BN
., Tel: (01277) 213051
President: Col GCP"Morgan OBE DL

4th Battalion Comrades
Assoclation
Mrs J Edmonston and Mrs L Wynn,

39 River Wa
Loughton, Essexl 10 3L
el: (0208) 5082332

Tth Eatgle and Gun
Reglmen aI Assomatlon
Foulsham,
62 Armstron Avenue,
Woodfor Green,

ex 1G8 9PT
o 0208) 5314808

Colchester Branch
Lt Col BHM Davenport,
36 Catherine Hunt g
Colchester, Essex C02 9H
Tel: (01206 964919

Thurrock and District
Branch
Mr P Giggens,
89 Sallsbu e{ Road
Grays, Essex
Tel: (01375) 378427

Lincolnshire
?The Royal Lincolnshire and
Royal Anglian’ Regiment Association
The Keep, Sofraon Barracks,
Linicoln LN1 3Y

I (01522)525444

Pre3|dent Maj Ge

n) R E J Gerrard-
Wright'CB CBE DL

CASTLE
Association Branches

Lincoln Branch Northampton

Mr HE Hill, HQ The Northam%tonsmre Reglment
8 Westwood Dnve Association and The Royal Anglian
Lo IR OHT e Ul s‘%FE@?mmm)
Tel: (01522) 878179 Northam fon NN13J0
Tel: (01604)535412
Grlmsb}/: Branch Chairman: Col P Worthy
Mr D Carroll
87 Manor Drive V\/altham Corb Branch:
Grimsby, Lincs DN37 ONS Forayce
Tel”'(01472) 826953 7 Motiston Clos Corby,
Northants NN17 2D
gt
sl RS MR
Tel (01476) 563548 44 Raygen Venue
Northants NN9 5ET

Tel: (01933)681525

Boston, Lings PE210DY Peterborough Branch
Tel: (01205) 358565 10Werr|n9<ton Brldﬂe Road,

Mldlands Branch Peterborough PEG 7PP
" Canchester Road Tel: (01733)810311

Radford Coventry CV6 3EY Lei :
eicestershire

Tel: (01203) 97815 HQ The Royal Tigers’ Association

and The Rayal Anglian Regiment

Spalding Branch
r A Waterfall,
26 Brewster Road

Stamford Branch
Capt WL Simpson Assgciation ﬁLelcestershlre)
TA Centre, Ulverscroft Road,
St Clément, 8Bam Hill enre, Uherseroft

Stamford, Lines PE9 2YG
Scunthorg)e Branch

Tel: (0116) 2622749
President: a&Gen AJG Pollard CB

85 Southfield Road, Sycunthor g,
3outh Humberside DAL 361 Wiltshire
Tel: (01724) 859253 Warminster Branch
Mr E Wilson,
23The Heathlands

Warminster,
Wiltshire BA12 '8BU
Tel: (01985)219273
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