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From the Colonel ol the Regiment

L AM WRITING this introduction having 
just heard that the Army Board has ignored 

the Regiment’s plea not to disband one o f our 
Territorial Battalions and that the Secretary 
of State has endorsed their recommendation. 
There seems no possible logic or justification 
for this. The Regimental Council will be 
meeting shortly, with representatives from all 
our counties, to see what we can salvage 
from this decision. I am afraid it is too early 
to give any details yet. However, you may 
rest assured that we will all be fighting to 
retain as strong a territorial presence as we 
can in each of our nine counties.

I believe we represented our case and the 
deep resentm ent felt by the R egim ent as 
forcefully as possible at every level in the 
decision-making chain. All nine of our Lord 
L ieutenants personally  signed a le tte r to 
the Secretary of State setting out their grave 
concerns at the im plications o f  losing  a 
T errito rial battalion. All m em bers o f  
Parliam ent in the nine counties have also 
been made aware of the situation. However, 
at the end of the day I suspect we were up 
against the rigid minds and deaf ears o f an 
organisation which having made its mind up 
as to what it wanted to do, on the basis of 
advice from individuals with little  o r no 
interest in the Regiment, then proceeded to 
go through a rather cynical ‘co nsu lta tive’ 
process in order to satisfy the conventional 
norm s in these circum stances. I can but 
quote from the Regiment’s submission to the 
Director o f lnfantry to summarise my own 
feelings on the matter :

“ Faced with the evidence that D istrict 
Commanders have recommended a different, 
more equitable solution, originally supported 
by yourself: when there are no clear cut 
reasons for disbandment: when the manning, 
recruiting and operational effectiveness of 
the Royal Anglian Territorial Battalions is 
among the best: when other perfectly viable 
options for restructuring exist which do not 
demand the disbandment of a battalion; it is, 
I am afraid, inevitable that the conclusion 
within the Regiment is that yet again a far 
h igher price is being dem anded from  us, 
simply on the basis of being a large regiment.

The recom m endation cannot help  but 
raise, with justification, the whole question 
o f equity o f  treatm ent betw een sm all and 
large regim ents, so dism issively  rejected  
without any evidence to the contrary in your 
short response to my letter of 4th August. I 
am  in no doubt that in th is con tex t, tw o 
decisions have weighed heavily against us 
in the period since 'O p tio n s '; firs t, your 
predecessor’s policy to match Regular to TA 
Battalions, and second, the re-capbadging of 
the Yorkshire Volunteers as PWO, DWR and 
G reen H ow ards, effective ly  g iving them  
small regiment status at the stroke o f a pen 
and thereby qualifying them for the 'loss of 
cap badge' argument, so effectively deployed 
by MPs and other lobbies in the run-up to 
any restructuring.

The inescapable consequences o f these 
two decisions, which must surely have been 
obvious to those responsible for making them 
at the time, are twofold. First, that inherent 
in a large regiment losing a regular battalion 
as a result o f Options was the subsequent loss 
o f  a territorial battalion . I d o n ’t seem to 
remember this being mentioned at the time. 
And second, for reasons which quite defeat 
me, that Yorkshire can justify the retention of 
three territorial infantry battalions, never 
mind part o f 4 Para, whilst the nine  counties 
o f  East A nglia, w ith a vastly  greater 
population and land mass, is expected to get 
by on two. This is patently illogical, a potential 
waste o f well proven resources, unfair and 
unjust.

I can understand in most circumstances 
the logic o f m atching num bers o f TA 
battalions to Regular, as recommended by D 
Inf. However, this makes no sense in our 
case with nine flourishing counties to cover, 
no problem with recruiting and no problem 
producing regu lar support from  our two 
Regular Battalions. Despite the harshness 
with which we were dealt under Options, we 
have made the regular support to our three 
TA Battalions work and will continue to do 
so, for the sim ple reason that it is our 
coun ties and our h istory  that we are 
supporting and therefore clearly in our best 
interests.

Our Territorial Battalions have ju st as 
strong and ancient county connections and 
identity as any small regiment TA battalion. 
Because o f territoriality the Battalions are 
separate, local and very individual. Their 
cap badge may be the sam e, hut in every 
other respect they are unique and jealously 
guarded by the counties which have supported 
them  for so long as w itnessed  by the 28 
Freedom s o f  c itie s  and tow ns given or 
renewed since 1964.

Unless I have missed some key factor, I 
believe we are faced with a similar situation 
to the one faced by your predecessor but one 
during Options; the imposition of an unpopular 
and apparently illogical solution by a higher 
authority for reasons best known to them 
selves. This m akes any represen ta tion , 
however justified, extremely difficult as in 
their view no doubt any protest against the 
plan, if successful, will give added cause to 
others to complain and the whole plan will 
then  start lo unravel This is o f course 
rubbish and a form ula for d iscontent and 
inefficiency in the future. Bach proposal 
should be considered on its merits and those 
w hich cannot stand up to fair and proper 
scrutiny rejected. I hope if nothing else in 
(his debate, my not unnatural partisanship 
has not blinded me lo the degree where I 
have been unable to point out the areas which 
have clearly not been allowed to be subject to 
this sort of scrutiny. It would be braver and 
more honest all round if the authors o f the 
recommendation were to acknowledge that to 
satisfy one justifiable complaint at this stage

will in the end reduce the total dissatisfaction 
by that amount.”

May I, at this stage, thank all of you who 
wrote to express your concern at this new 
threat to our Regiment so soon after losing 
the 3rd Battalion, and assure all of you that 
we will be fighting on to keep the Regiment's 
presence properly established in our counties 
over the next few months.

This news inevitably casts a shadow over 
everything else, how ever much has been 
achieved in 1994 that we can be proud of -  
and 1995 holds the prom ise of the 
presentation of new Colours to the 1st and 
2nd Battalions: and. with luck, the opening 
of the Regimental Museum. Both events will 
be at the Imperial W ar Museum. Duxford. 
The presentation of Colours will take place 
on 29 April 1995 and will be a m ajor 
gathering of the Regimental family.

Our Colonel-in-Chief has provisionally 
accepted our invitation to present the new 
Colours and the parade will involve not only 
our two Regular Battalions, but our three 
TA Battalions and our ACF and CCF cap 
badged contingents. Association members 
and members of all former regiments will of 
course play an important part in what should 
be a memorable occasion.

As I w rite, the Regim ental Museum 
appeal is close to its first objective of raising 
£150.000 by January in order to get work 
started in the New Year. This is good news, 
but don't forget that we need to then raise a 
further £100.000 over the next two years to 
create the funding to ensure the Museum's 
future. I really would ask those of you who 
have yet to contribute, to now think seriously 
about this. We have a wonderful viable 
project on the edge of success, it just needs 
one more good push.

Finally, even with the potential loss of 
one of our Battalions hanging over our heads, 
it would be very remiss of me not to mention 
the wonderful achievements of our Regular 
and Territorial Battalions over the last year. 
The 1st Battalion tour in Northern Ireland 
was recognised by all as one of the highest 
professional standard, as anyone who was 
fortunate enough lo visit them would have 
immediately appreciated. Our 2nd Battalion 
has just returned from Bosnia, where their 
professionalism  and skills were put to the 
severest tests. All of those who have spoken 
to me about the Battalion since their return 
has expressed their huge adm iration for 
everything they achieved in what must be 
almost impossible conditions. Our Territorial 
Battalions have not let the disruptive debale 
on their future affect their dedication and 
professional standards and remain amongst 
the best recruited and best trained in the 
Territorial Arms.

My thanks and best wishes for 1995 to 
you all.

M a j G e n  P P D St o n e



Colonel-in-Chief
HER MAJESTY QUEEN ELIZABETH THE QUEEN MOTHER

Deputy Colonels-in-Chief
Her Royal Highness The Princess Margaret, Countess of Snowdon 

Her Royal Highness Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester

Colonel o f The Regiment
Major General P P D Stone, CB, CBE

Honorary Chaplain to the Regiment
The Reverend T B F Hiney, MC

Deputy Colonels of The Regiment
1st, 5th (V) and 6th (V) Battalions: Lieutenant General M J D Walker, CBE 

2nd & 7th (V) Battalions: Brigadier C Groves 
Colonel D K Harris, OBE, TD

President o f the Regimental Association
Major General Sir David Thome, KBE

Deputy Honorary Colonels TA
Norfolk: Colonel P B D Long, OBE 
Suffolk: Brigadier W C Deller, OBE 

Cambridgeshire: Colonel J P Macdonald 
Lincolnshire: Colonel D K Harris, OBE, TD 

Leicestershire: Colonel W G Dawson, TD DL 
Northamptonshire: Colonel P Worthy 

Bedfordshire: Colonel T A Winton 
Hertfordshire: Colonel N H Kelsey, OBE TD, ADC 

Essex: Colonel R C Tomkins, OBE, TD, DL

Alliances
Sherbrooke Hussars 
The Lincoln and Welland Regiment 
The Essex and Kent Scottish 
The Lake Superior Scottish Regiment 
The Royal Tasmania Regiment
3rd Battalion (Auckland {Countess of Ranfurly's Own} 
and Northland) Royal New Zealand Infantry Regiment 
5th Battalion The Frontier Force Regiment 
1st Battalion The Royal Malay Regiment 
The Barbados Regiment 
The Bermuda Regiment 
The Gibraltar Regiment 
Belize Defence Force

Canadian Armed Forces

Australian Military Forces 
New Zealand

Pakistan Army
Malaysian Armed Forces
Barbados
Bermuda
Gibraltar
Belize
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Civic Honours
The Regiment has been granted the honour of the Freedom of Bedford, Boston, Brentwood, Bury St. Edmunds, 

Cambridge, Chelmsford, Cleethorpes, Colchester, Dunstable, Ely, Grantham, Grimsby, Hertford, Hinckley, 
Ilford, Ipswich, King's Lynn, Lincoln, Lowestoft, Newham, Northampton, Norwich, Peterborough, Romford, 

Southend, Grays and Thurrock, Watford, Wellingborough, Wisbech and Yarmouth.

REGIMENTAL LOCATIONS
Regimental Headquarters:

The Keep, Gibraltar Barracks, Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP33 3RN,
(Tel: 0284 752394, Fax: 752026 / Colchester Military 5124)

Regimental Secretary: Colonel C J Dale 
Assistant Regimental Secretary: Major M Jones 
Regimental Careers Officer: Major R C Gould

Area Office, Norfolk, Suffolk and Cambridgeshire
Britannia Barracks, Norwich, Norfolk NR1 4HJ. (Tel: 0603 628455)

(From Jan 95: 32 Aylsham Road, Norwich NR3 2AD)
Area Secretary: Major W H Reeve

Area Office, Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and Northamptonshire
Gibraltar Barracks, Northampton NN1 3RE. (Tel: 0604 35412)

Area Secretary: Lieutenant Colonel J L Wilson, DL 
Captain D J Lee BEM (Lincoln) (Tel: 0522 525444)

Area Office, Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire and Essex 
Blenheim House, Eagle Way, Warley, Essex CM 13 3BN. (Tel: 0277 213051)

Area Secretary: Major D J Thorogood

Regimental Information Team
Army Training Regiment, Bassingboum. (Tel: 0763 242271)

Captain J J Wilcox

BATTALION LOCATIONS
1st Battalion, Colchester. Lieutenant Colonel R M Brunt, MBE
(Moves to Oakington Aug 96) (Lieutenant Colonel R E Harrold Apr 96)

2nd Battalion, Celle BFPO 23. (Moves to Warminster Mar 96) Lieutenant Colonel D J Clements MBE

5th (V) Battalion (Bedfordshire, Hertfordshire & Cambridgeshire), Lieutenant Colonel P G R  Horrell TD 
TA Centre, London Road, Peterborough. (Lieutenant Colonel D J W  Baylis Apr 95)

6th (V) Battalion (Norfolk, Suffolk & Essex),
TA Camp, Blenheim Camp, Bury St. Edmunds. Lieutenant Colonel C A F Thomas, TD

7th (V) Battalion (Lincolnshire, Leicestershire and
Northamptonshire), TA Centre, Ulverscroft Road. Leicester. Lieutenant Colonel J B C Prescott

Regimental Representatives
Army Training Regiment, Bassingboum 

Infantry Training Battalion, Ouston: Lieutenant A G Grinonneau 
(Moves to form Infantry Training Centre, Catterick by July 95) 

RMA Sandhurst: Captain B A Runciman

5



Mainly about people

Promotions, 
postings, 

transfers and 
departures

Congratulations

W E congratulate the follow ing on passing 
examinations for promotion and staff selec
tion: C a p t S W  C arv er, C a p t M  B D icker, 
C a p t A Costing; and the following for p ro
motion: C apt J C  J W rig h t and C apt C  S 
C a ld e r.

Selected for Command

T H E  fo llo w in g  have  b een  se le c te d  fo r  
C o m m a n d  a p p o in tm e n ts :  L t  C o l D J  
C lem en ts  M BE is now CO The Poachers 
and  L t  C ol .J B E  P re s c o t t ,  C O  the 7 th  
Battalion; L t Col D J  W Baylis is to be C O  
o f  th e  5 th B a tta lio n  an d  L t  C o l R E  
H a r ro ld  to be C O  of the 1st B attalion in 
A pr 96. We offer our heartiest congratula
tions.

Postings

IN the past six months we have had news o f 
the  fo llo w in g  p o stin g s : L t G e n  M J  D 
W a lk e r  CBE is now the Commander ACE 
R ap id  R eaction C orps; C ol J  C  M cC oll 
O B E  has h anded  ov er C o m m an d  of th e  
Vikings to L t C ol D J  C lem ents and is now 
COS I Div in Germ any; M aj D C  Coe is 
now  a Com pany Com m ander w ith the 1st 
Battalion.

M a j  G P  H a le w o o d  is th e
Quartermaster with the 7th Battalion; Maj J  
F M acdonald  is now the Training Major o f  
the 5 th Battalion; M aj K H C  L ucas has 
been a  team leader with the training team  
N a m ib ia  b e tw e e n  S e p te m b e r  a n d  
Novem ber; Col A C T ay lo r has left Lagos 
and is now awaiting his next posting; Lt M  
W S tick land is now with 9 Royal Irish.

C a p t B A R uncim an  has taken over as 
our Regimental Representative at RMAS as 
A d ju tan t o f  N ew  C o llege; C a p t R W H 
C olg an  is presently working at RHQ; M aj 
D W hitehead  is now w ith UNFICYP; M aj 
A Pow ell MBE is with HQ UKLF looking 
after quartering; L t M  P  D B ren n an  is with
8 R o y a l Irish .C a p t R M B la d e s  is now

Pte Grey of the Poachers, (C Company), on foot patrol near Stari Vitez, Bosnia

Adjutant o f  the Tigers and M aj S B B run t 
has moved to DMATT South Africa as S 02  
M echanical Infantry School; M aj C  J  C 
K e t t  ta k e s  o v e r  the  jo b  o f  A SL O  
Cambridge, Bedfordshire & Hertfordshire in 
March; M aj R J  S h e lm erd ine -H are  should 
be Training Major with the 6th Battalion as 
the magazine goes to  print.

M aj D J  G reg o ry  leaves W arm inster 
and jo in s the 2nd B attalion  as C om pany 
Commander in January; M aj N G B urre ll 
a lso  ta k e s  up  th e  jo b  o f  C o m p an y

Com m ander w ith the  1st B a tta lion  a t the 
same time; L t R  M c C lu re  is now serving 
with 4 Royal Irish; M aj S  T  H  A n d rew s as 
his reward from S taff College is now  S 0 2  
(W) with DRA and M aj R J  L ad ley  is S 0 2  
G3 (Ops & O&D) 1 Division; C a p t D G  H 
H u n te r  leav es S a n d h u rs t to  a t te n d  the 
RMCS Shrivenham D agger Course N o.9 on 
Mar 6 1995 and M a j S L  P o r te r  leaves the 
2nd Battalion on Jan  15 to take up the jo b  of 
SO I O ps ARRC on  p rom otion . M a j  S J 

Continued Page 7
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Mainly about people
From Page 6
Bacon is now 21C 2nd Battalion and Capt R 
A Cook from Jan 9 1995 for the rest o f the 
year will be learning Germ an at Salm ond 
House prior to going to the German Staff 
College.

Newly commissioned

W E w elcom e into the R egim ent 2 L ts  A 
B o rg n is , M L E lp h ee , D J M oss, M P  
B irch  and I K S Howden who are now with 
the 1 st Battalion and 2Lts T  D M ellar, P  A 
H olton and G Toyn who are with the 2nd 
B a tta lio n . W e a lso  w elco m e in to  th e  
Regiment the following on SSLC: 2L t J  S 
A Seddon and 2Lt S D Sutcliffe who are 
now with the 2nd Battalion and 2L t T  W 
G reg o ry  and 2L t H G  P reeston  who are 
with the 1st Battalion. We hope they have 
an enjoyable tour with the Regiment before 
going to university.

Departures

WE have said farew ell over the past six 
months to C ap t Paul M orris, L t Col K evin 
R yan , L t Col P e te r  F ield , L t C ol T ony  
S la te r ,  M a j S im on  L a m b , M a j R o g e r  
A n to lik , M a j P au l L u d b ro o k  and M aj 
Jo h n  Rourke. We wish them all the best of 
good fortune in civilian life.

Transfers

CA PT H Newson has now transferred to the 
P rin c e  o f  W ales O w n and M a j R N 
G o o d w in  to  the D uke o f  W e llin g to n ’s 
Regiment. We wish both o f them the very 
best o f good fortune in their new Regiments.

Promotions

CONGRATULATIONS to W O l (RSM ) C  
D Hoyles on promotion to WO 1 as RSM of 
the 1st Battalion and W O l (RSM ) C  R G 
D u n c a n  w ho is now  RSM  o f  th e  6 th  
Battalion.

Commissioning

WE welcome into the Officers' Mess L t R 
P G re n fe l l  now  se rv in g  w ith  th e  1st 
Battalion and our congratulations go to L t 
W  H E ke on his com m issioning and we 
wish him all the best o f good fortune with 
PWRR with whom he now serves.

DIARY DATES 1995
JANUARY

10-11

APRIL

1 1 -1 2

14

15

21 

29

M A Y

26

JUNE

17-18

23

t b :

HQ Q ueen 's Div postings 
meeting.

Undergraduates' convention 
Bassingboum.

Spring golf meeting. 
Flempton.

Bedfordshire & 
Hertfordshire Association 
annual dinner.

3rd Battalion O fficers’ 
Dinner Club cocktail party, 
London.

P resen tation  o f  new 
C olours to  1st & 2nd 
Battalions.

Regimental investment 
committee meeting, London.

Northampton O fficers’ 
luncheon, London.

50th Anniversary V E Day.

Divisional triangular golf 
meeting. Canterbury.

R Norfolk O fficers’ lunch, 
Norwich.

Royal Tigers ’ weekend.

Regimental go lf meeting. 
Stowmarket.

Official opening Royal 
Leicesters W ood.

JULY
1-2 TBC

21 TBC

29

30

Northamptonshire 
Regimental Association 
reunion.

Essex Regiment Association 
annual dinner.

Suffolk Regiment Officer’s 
dinner.

Suffolk Regiment Minden 
Day reunion. Bury St 
Edmunds.

AUGUST  

13

IS
26

M inden Day

Laying up of 3 E Anglian 
Colours St Paul’s, Bedford.

50th Anniversary VJ Day.

9 Sept 5 R Anglian Camp. 
Otterburn.

SEPTEMBER
1 31st Anniversary o f the

founding o f  the Regiment.

3 Freedom March, Norwich.

6 -2 2  7 R Anglian Camp, Warcop.

8 -9  Autumn golf meeting,
Flempton. "il

2 3-7  Oct 6 R Anglian Camp, 
Lydd/Hythe.

30 R Lincoln reunion. Lincoln.

OCTOBER
50th Celebration Freedom 
Parade. Norwich.

3rd Battalion Officers’ 
Dinner Club autumn lunch.

NOVEM BER

Essex Regiment reunion.
3 Regimental dinner and

council meeting. London.
28 Royal Lincolns O fficers' 

luncheon.
9

12

Field of Remembrance.

Remembrance Sunday.
28/29 Royal Norfolk show.

19 Bedfordshire &
29 16th Foot O fficers ' lunch, 

Chicheley Hall.
Hertfordshire Regiment 
reunion. Kempston.
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Mainly about people

Our man in Vienna . . .
L t  C o l K it S ta l la rd  w r i te s :
IF jo b s were graded like officers then after 
one year Vienna is ‘excellent’, with a very 
good chance of grading ‘outstanding’ next 
year.

For a start the job is interesting. Being 
accredited to both Austria and Slovenia is 
the perfect match, although sometimes irk
som e on the grounds that no man should 
work for two masters. Although we think o f 
A ustria as being a European country with 
som e o f  the best sk iing  in the world, the 
world looks very different through Austrian 
eyes.

Austrians have a powerful sense of his
tory and look to Britain as an exam ple o f 
how Austria might have been if it were not 
for a couple of world wars. The Army, the 
Bundesheer, was founded in 1955 and has 
had to cope with 40 years of neutrality and 
m eagre defence budgets. As a result it is 
i s o la te d  in bo th  th o u g h t an d  p ra c tis e , 
a lthough a valuable con tribu to r to peace
keeping in the UN.

M o st o ff ic e rs  in  th e  M in is try  o f  
Defence serve long tours. It takes some get
ting used to realising that the two-star offi
cer in charge o f procurement has been doing 
the jo b  for 14 years.

On the other hand Slovenia could not 
be m ore different. A sm all young country 
w hich traces its history back three years. 
Virtually the entire officer corps withdrew 
a f te r  the w ar (on th e  lo s in g  s id e ) to  
B elgrade. This leaves the S lovenes w ith 
very real leadership problem s. Apart from 
being delightful and charming, one does get 
the impression that most o f  all they would 
like to empty any professional soldier of all 
his m ilitary know ledge ju s t because they 
have such a vacuum.

N aturally one would expect an excel
lent social life in Vienna. One season whirls 
into the next but it is not all beer and skit
tles. B eing the Attach^ in V ienna has its 
ow n pecu liar problem s. The nearest like- 
m inded souls are in the 2nd B attalion in 
Bosnia and they tend to have other things on 
their m inds. Apart from  these com pletely 
no rm al fee lings there  is the p rob lem  in 
Vienna of waltzing. January to March is the 
ball season and one is expected to represent 
Queen and Country at least at two or three 
balls. The balls are very formal and consist 
mainly o f the Viennese W altz.

This is not the normal gentle dance that 
Englishmen learn, but a wild gallop on the 
wrong foot in the company of experts. All

A ustrian  o ffice rs  tra in  to  dance a lm ost 
before they are trained to shoot. It was at 
one of these balls that I witnessed a test for 
young officers in front of the entire Army 
Board, M inister o f Defence and President, 
the new intake at the M ilitary A cadem y, 
with girls prov ided  by the Arm y, had to 
waltz round and round in a room so small 
that they brushed the President every time 
they passed. I suspect that not even the hor
rors o f the assault course com petition or 
passing out are in any way as terrifying a 
preparation for military service as waltzing 
in front o f every General in the Army.

I le a rn e d  m y G erm an  in N o rth e rn  
G erm any. The B ritish  A rm y speaks the 
most w onderful Hoch Deutsch and I was 
taught this on an intensive course in Rhine 
Army. Not for me the two hours a day with 
a beautiful Portuguese or Greek girl (like 
other Attaches). For me it was the sweat and 
toil o f  eight hours a  day in the classroom. 
Practising my German by eavesdropping on 
people in the street proved impossible. The 
d ia le c t is  so h a rd  th a t i t  so u n d s m o re  
Hungarian than German. On the other hand, 
the formal society o f  hand kissing and balls 
speaks a form of antiquated German that the 
K aiser w ould have recognised. I suspect 
when I speak German it sounds a bit like a 
Geordie speaking English in London. It cer
tainly raises some Viennese eyebrows.

Then, o f course, there is the whole new 
relationship with the FCO. I am lucky, my 
Ambassador has military experience and so 
at least understands how Defence Attaches 
think. I was discussing children’s ages with 
a First Secretary the other day when we dis

covered that his children w ere slightly o lder 
than mine. Tentatively he asked me how  old 
I was, when I told him he slapped his head 
and said “God, I am older than the D efence 
Attache.” It is apparent that diplom ats judge 
their increasing age in relation to how close 
they are to the age o f  the DA. Apart from  
saying ‘telegrams’ instead o f  ‘signal’, ‘seen 
from here’ instead o f  ‘I th in k ', d ip lom ats 
make interesting and am using companions.

Slovenia is another world. At my inter
v iew  w ith  the  M in is te r  o f  D e fe n c e  o n  
arrival, it was with interest that I noted that 
he had parts of a cluster bom b and anti-tank 
missile in his office w hich he had used  in 
the war in Slovenia.

P a r t o f  th e  e n jo y m e n t o f  g o in g  to  
Slovenia is the inbred interest and delight in 
all m ilitary men in the arm am ents o f  the  
Warsaw Pact. I still get an enorm ous thrill 
seeing a Hind E or a T55. I am also in the 
interesting position o f being  able to  com 
pare the ‘o ld’ world, A ustria, with the ‘new ’ 
o f Slovenia.

The m ost strik ing  d iffe ren ces is  that 
bagfuls of money are available for em erging 
countries, but the rest are subject to increas
ing scrutiny on spending.

The Pompadour eagle is very popular. 
Everyone com m ents on its quality, excep t 
the French Attache who rem ains diplom ati
cally silent. All in all, living in V ienna is a 
wonderful experience that I would recom 
mend to anyone. However, you should bear 
in mind two points when applying fo r this 
jo b . The en terta inm en t a llo w an ce  is n o t 
enough and hopefully I am here for a further 
three years.

Royal Anglians meet again
W 02 Steve Gaughan 
(on right) R Anglian 
and W O I Alan 
Hayes AGC (SPS) 
meet again after 14 
years. Alan served 
with the Vikings from 
1976-79. The 
photograph was 
taken on board HMY 
Britania during Her 
Majesty’s visit to 
Belize in February 
1994.
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From the Padre______________

Parades and faith

Day’s Pay 
Scheme 
results in 
60 grants

D U R IN G  th e  la s t  s ix  m o n th s  th e  
Regim ental Benevolent Fund has con tin 
ued to actively support fo rm er m em bers 
of the Regim ent and th e ir  fam ilies w here 
th ey  have  been found  to  be in  n eed  o f  
help and succour.

The cases ran g e  fro m  ass is ta n ce  to  
the disabled and help to the elderly  who 
h av e  becom e in f irm  o r  fa llen  on h a rd  
tim es, to assistance with fam ilies and help 
fo r children , some of whom have special 
needs.

The fund liaises closely w ith SSAFA, 
T h e  R oya l B r i t ish  L e g io n , T h e  A rm y  
B e nevo len t F u n d , D H S, DSS a n d  W a r  
Pensions D irectorate.

I t has p rovided help  fo r  60 cases in 
the  period averaging £273 p er g ra n t, and 
hopes you will ag ree  th a t th is m oney is 
well spent.

All se rv in g  o fficers an d  so ld ie rs  o f 
the Regim ent pay in one d ay 's  pay to  the 
Regim ental Benevolent Fund.

Prince Rupert 
School reunion

A RE you o r  any m em ber o f y ou r fam ily 
an  ex-pupil of this school which opera ted  
a f te r  th e  w ar fo r th e  ch ild ren  o f M O D  
personnel stationed in G erm any?

If  so, please co n tac t L iz B ird , H on 
Sec, The W ilhelm shaven Association, 54 
S h a f ts b u ry  A v en u e , C h a n d le r s  F o rd ,  
Eastleigh, H ants, S 0 5 3  3BP. T el: (0703) 
252925 (after 7 pm o r weekends) fo r news 
of the Association and reunion in 1995.

SHORTLY after the D-Day com m em ora
tions in Normandy, there was a parade at the 
Royal Hospital Chelsea, the like o f which 
no-one had seen before. It is unlikely ever to 
be repeated. Every Regiment and Corps of 
the British Army was represented by at least 
three so ld iers. T he gu idons, co lours and 
standards o f every Regiment were carried. 
Eight Field Marshals were present, several 
members o f the Royal Family and of course 
a  good number o f Chelsea Pensioners.

The occasion? The 50th anniversary of 
the foundation by King G eorge VI o f  the 
Army Benevolent Fund. It was encouraging 
to see the importance given to all that goes 
on behind the scenes lo help those who have 
served in the British Army and their fami
lies. The Old Comrades Associations o f our 
own Regiment are amongst the most promi
nent in the nation in the help that is given to 
our former servicemen.

T his occasion  fitted  w ell at the time 
when we were giving thanks to God for all 
those who had sacrificed their lives or their 
health on those Normandy beaches. Those 
o f us who went across to France in June of 
this year were deeply m oved by what we 
saw. From a p ad re 's  point o f  view (and I 
w as w ith The Suffo lk  R eg im ent) it con 
firmed one 's confidence in all that is good 
about people. And as this edition is emerg

ing from  the p rin ting  m achines at about 
Christmas time in readiness for another new 
year, a further point should be made.

God chose to become human 2000 years 
ago in order to point us beyond ourselves to 
more elevated thoughts than normally occu
py the mind in times o f  normality.

L et a new  y ea r re so lv e  be th a t we 
should not need a crisis or danger in order 
that we might think of spiritual matters. At 
times, life is difficult for everyone. But all 
the leaves o f the New Testament are rustling 
with rumour that it will not always be so. I 
do recommend that you read them

Rev T. Hiney

Officers’ Club 
cocktail party

B E C A U S E  o f th e  p r e s e n ta t i o n  o f  
C olours to the 1st an d  2nd B attalions 
o n  A p r il  29 ’9 5 , th e  R e g im e n ta l  
Council derided  not to  hold the  cock 
ta il p a r ty  in L ondon  nex t y e a r  ( it is 
usually held in May).

Lloyds Bank

Walking tall: Sgt Hansen of the 6th Battalion hands over a cheque for £1,224.40 
raised at the Nijmegen March to the children’s charity Musical Keys. See Page 56
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Officers asked to support museum
T H E  R o y al A n g lia n  R eg im en t O ff ic e rs ' 
C lu b  d in n e r  lo o k  p la c e  a t th e  N av al & 
M ilita ry  (In & O u t), P iccad illy , on  Friday 
Nov 4.
The guests w ere M r John Butcher the Upper 
W a rd e n , M r M ic h a e l Savo ry  th e  R enter 
W arden and M r Alan Scott the C lerk  to The 
W orshipful C om pany o f  Poulters. Som e 120

officers a tte n d ed  w hat tu rned  out to  he a 
most successful evening.

The C olonel of the Regim ent w elcom ed 
our guests and after the loyal toasts gave a 
review o f how m atters stood with the reor
ganisation o f  the R oyal Anglian R egim ent 
V olun teer B a tta lio n s  and  how the appea l 
progressed for the Royal Anglian Regiment

M useum  at the  Im p eria l W ar M useum at 
D uxford.

He en jo in e d  reg u la r officers to fill is  
their form s and stressed that one day's pay 
per year fo r the next four years was required 
in  th e  c o f f e r s  as e a r ly  as  possib le . T h e  
evening w as a great success and enjoyed by 
all.

Government-sponsored events to mark the 
50th anniversary of VE Day and VJ Day

Provisional Program me for Association 
Newsletters

Program m e o f  Events
1. May 6-8 — Public Event in 
Hyde Park

A PU B L IC  event w ill be staged in Hyde 
Park  to p ro v id e  the centra l fo cu s  for the 
VE Day celebrations. The site w ill play a 
p ro m in en t ro le  in the  g o v ern m en t-sp o n 
so re d  p ro g ram m e  w ith  inv ited  heads of 
s ta te  in a tte n d a n c e . A sso c ia tio n  will he 
invited to send representatives to the open
ing even t on  M ay 6. O n the afternoon of 
M ay 7, it w ill serve as the culm ination of 
the Y outh  P arade and  on the even ing  o f  
M ay 8, it m ay be the location for the finale 
to the VE Day celebration . Pavilions will 
stage exhib itions throughout the period and 
a veterans cen tre  will be provided.

2. May 6 — The Guildhall 
Reception and Dinner

A R EC EPTIO N  for the invited heads o f 
state  o r g overnm en t in the G uildhall will 
be follow ed by  a banquet for the heads of 
state or governm ent, hosted by the City o f 
London.

3. May 7 — The Service of 
Celebration

H E A D S  o f  s ta te  o r g o v e rn m e n t w ill 
attend  a Service o f  C elebration o f  Peace in 
St P a u l 's  C a th ed ra l. T h e  serv ice  will be 
ecu m en ica l in na tu re  and  will em phasise 
the tw in them es o f  reco n cilia tio n  and 50 
years o f  peace. Approxim ately 2.500 peo
p le  a re  e x p e c te d  to  c o n g re g a te  in the 
C athedral. A fterw ards, the heads o f  state or 
g o v e rn m e n t w o u ld  jo in  Her M ajes ty  at

B uckingham  P a lace  and  o ther receptions 
will be held at a  num ber of London loca-

4. May 7 — The International 
Youth Parade

A YOUTH parade with hands and repre
sentatives from  the  p a rtic ip a tin g  na tions 
will march through C entral London during 
the afternoon. T he parade will be essential
ly c ivilian in na tu re  and w ill d isperse  in 
Hyde Park with the participants jo in ing  the 
Hyde Park even t. S p ec ia l v iew ing areas 
will be m ade availab le  along the route o f 
the parade,

5. May 8 — The VE Night Party
THE M ay 8 has been designated a  pub

lic ho liday  and  th e re  w ill be a final VE 
Day concert, p robably  in Hyde Park, that 
evening. T his w ould reflect the com m unity 
atmosphere o f  the day and the theme o f a 
VE Night P a n y ' w ould seem to be appro

priate T he R oyal B ritish  Legion plan to 
h o ld  s t r e e t  p a r t i e s  a n d  to  l ig h t  
beacons/bonfires across the country in co 
ordination w ith o ther European capitals.

6. August 19 — The Tribute and 
Promise Parade

A M O B IL E parade  and  m arch past o f 
veterans' organisations reflecting both  the 
m ilita ry  a n d  c iv i l i a n  e le m e n ts  o f  th e  
wartime generation is planned to take place 
in  L o n d o n . T h e  T r ib u te  an d  P ro m is e  
organisers w ill con tact associations sep a 
rate ly  abou t p a rtic ip a tio n  in th is ev en t. 
D uring  th e  p a ra d e  a fly  p a s t w o u ld  be

7. August 19 — The Drumhead
Service

A  D R U M H E A D  Service will be held in 
C e n tra l  L o n d o n  a f te r  the  T rib u te  an d  
Prom ise  m o b ile  p a ra d e  and im m ediately 
prior to the inarch past Her Majesty The 
Q u een  and  o th e r  m em bers  o f the Royal 
fam ily w ill be asked to attend the ecumen i- 
c a l s e r v ic e .  V e te r a n  a sso c ia tio n s  will 
receive priority  hut the service will be open 
to all and very large numbers are expected 
to attend.

8. August 19 — The 
Culminating Event

T H E  fina l part o f  the commemorations 
in London w ill include a fireworks display 
along the T ham es w hich will act as the sig
nal to sp read  the m essage throughout the 
nation.

9. August 20 — A Tribute 
throughout the Nation

O N  S u n d a y  A u g  20  th ro u g h o u t the 
nation a com m on church  service will take 
p la c e .  L o c a l  a u th o r i t i e s  w ill then  be 
encouraged to  follow  this with community 
events including  parades. The day will end 
w ith the S unset C erem ony which will vary 
in s ize  an d  sca le  fro m  the fu ll B eating  
R e trea t b e in g  o rg a n is e d  in th e  national 
cap ita ls  ( inc lud ing  L ondon) and attended 
by m em bers o f the Royal Family, to per
haps a single bugler in  villages and towns. 
T he Sunset C erem ony  would signify that 
the n a tio n 's  com m em orations o f  the 50th 
anniversary  o f  the Second W orld War had 
finally draw n to a close .

VJ Day

tions.
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The Royal Anglian Directing Staff at Royal Military Academy Sandhurst in August 1994: (L  to r)CSgt Martin, 
CSgt Wright, Cpl Bains, W 02 (RQMS) Smith, Capt Hunter, CSgt Tubby, CSgt Humphreys, Sgt Rainbird

Malayan emergency retold
C O L E T  Boddye OBE TD lias written a 
ho o k  c a lle d  M alayan  P a lro l ab o u t the  
Malayan emergency in which former battal
ions of the Royal Anglian Regiment played

an important part Anyone wanting .1 copy 
should send til ! sii lo Pcntland Press Lid , 
Sales & Distribution Office. ; Regal Lane. 
Soham, Ely, Cambs CB7 SBA

Graffiti: seen here some graffiti picked up by Alex Randon during a visit to Tigne 
Barracks in Sliema. Malta. We gather the graffiti records that the 4th (Leicestershire) 
Battalion, The Royal Anglian Regiment won the Command Boat Race in the record 

time of 6 mins 8.6 secs. Shades of past glory!

Regular Forces 
Employment 
Association

BETWEEN April 1 1993 and March 31 
1994, the A ssociation assisted 12,771 
men and women with their resettlement 
and p laced  4 ,823 in em ploym ent O f 
those placed. 2.792 were men and women 
from  the Army and 52 were from The 
Royal \nglian  Regiment.

T he RFEA  is part o f the F o rces 
Resettlement Service

Its task is to assist all ex-regular se r
vicemen and women who did not hold 
com m issioned rank, who served w ith 
good character for a minimum of three 
years (or less if discharged on medical 
groundsi. to find employment

I mployment officers keep close con 
tact »iih local employers and lobcentres, 
also offering them a free service, from 
on 1 in branches. Phone numbers can be 
ob tained from  R esettlem ent O fficers. 
C orp* and R eg im en ta l A ssocia tions , 
Jobcentres. Yellow Pages and local tele
phone directories

It
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5FF officers and at the firing ranges

Frontier 
Force 

serves in 
Somalia

M O R E  new s from  the  5th B a tta lio n  th e  
F ro n t ie r  F o rce  R eg im en t, lo w hich  th e  
R oyal Anglian Regim ent is allied. 5FF is 
presently serving in Mogadishu (Somalia) as 
part o f  the United Nations Force.

D ea r Col Dale,
I re c e iv e d  .vour D ecem b er issu e  o f  th e  
C a s tle . It is indeed  very  in fo rm a tiv e . I 
th o u g h t it might be o f in terest to  you a n d  
y o u r  re a d e rs  to  le a rn  so m eth in g  a b o u t 
th e  5 th  B a tta l io n  th e  F r o n t i e r  F o rc e  
R egim ent and I am  send ing  a  very b r ie f  
h isto ry  o f  the B attalion.

I m ay add that we are likely to be  in 
S o m a lia  fo r  a n o th e r  six m o n th s  ( fro m  
J u l y  ’9 4 ). I t a k e  th i s  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  
ex tend  my invitation to  the Royal A nglian 
to  v is i t  us h e r e , w e w ill a lw a y s  b e  
im m e n s e ly  p le a s e d  to  r e c e iv e  a n y  
A n g lian s presen tly  se rv ing  an y w h ere  in 
A frica .

W ith  profound regards.
Col Z ulfigar R a n a

A B rief H istory of 5 F F
T H E  Fifth  B attalion T he F ron tier F o rce

Historian seeks 
Empire stories

M IL IT A R Y  historian Robin Neillands is 
looking fo r men who served in the  B ritish  
U m pire over the last 50 years w ho have a  
ta le  to tell about their life and time.

I f  y o u  s e rv e d  -  as C o lo n e l  o r  
C o r p o r a l  -  in  I n d ia ,  P a k i s ta n  a t  
Independence. Palestine in the  M andate , 
in K en y a  d u rin g  M au-M au, in M alaya, 
in  C y p r u s ,  A d e n , B o rn e o , K u w a it ,  
O m a n , N o rth e rn  Ire lan d , th e  F alk lan d s 
... o r  anyw here else an d  have a  tale to tell 
ab o u t y ou r tim e there, the m ore personal 
th e  b e tte r , th en  R obin  N eillands w ould 
like to  h ear from  you.

W r i te  to  h im  n o w  a t  48  B e l t r a n  
R o a d , L o n d o n  SW 6 3A J. T e l: 071 371 
7031 . R ob in  N eillands is th e  a u th o r  o f  
“D -D a y : V oices fro m  N o rm a n d y ’ a n d  
m any  o th e r  books on m ilita ry  history.

Regiment was raised on Jan I 1847 by Capt 
F. W inter. The 147-year-old history o f the 
Battalion is full o f  glorious actions and the 
Battalion has so far won 55 battle honours. 
This Battalion had the honour o f being the 
first Indian Battalion to land in Europe dur
ing the Second W orld War. The Battalion, 
for its distinguished record, was designated 
as Royal Battalion in 1935 and has the dis
tinction o f  wearing a Royal Blue Lanyard on 
the right side.

The Battalion has the honour o f  having

been selected to serve as part o f  UNOSOM -
II (Somalia). The proxim ity o f Abyssinian 
battlefields, where the unit saw m ost o f  the 
actions in 1940-41, keeps rem inding us of 
our proud and glorious heritage.

T he u n it la n d e d  in M o g a d is h u  in 
January 1994 and is likely to  rem ain here till 
January 1995.

It is the great aim and endeavour o f  all 
ranks of the Battalion to prove upon every 
possible occasion that they are still worthy 
of the great honour.
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Ex-Poacher hunts big game
C ap t Tim Sm ith writes:
MANY readers may have served with or 
ce rta in ly  heard  o f  S teve  T ay lo r. S tev e  
served a short service commission with the 
Poachers from  1984-87, before returning 
hom e to h is na tive  Z im babw e. H aving  
spent two weeks living with Steve earlier 
th is sum m er, I thought it app ro p ria te  to 
bring readers up to date with the fortunes o f 
one of our less orthodox ‘retired’ officers.

After leaving the British Arm y, Steve 
liv e d  and  w o rk ed  in Z im b ab w e  and  
Tanzania from 1987-89, where he trained as 
an apprentice professional hunter. Having 
gained his license in 1989, he worked as a 
freelance hunter until he form ed his ow n 
safari business in 1990-91. ‘Taylor-M ade 
Safaris’ has grown since then and this sea
son Steve hunted with 51 clients; a far cry 
from the eight he had in 1991.

Steve’s skills as a professional soldier 
still serve him  well in the bush and have 
become highly developed in many cases: he 
tracks (recces), stalks (closes with) and culls 
(destroys) the game (enemy). He also uses 
O P sk ills  in anim al h ides w hen hun ting  
leopards and has to exercise considerable 
man-management skills over his 20 strong 
staff.

S teve's life as a professional hunter was

French correspondence
V ETERA N S from the 2nd L incolns who 
fough t through  N orm andy, H olland  and 
G erm any in ’44 - '4 5  w ere guests o f  the 
M ayor and C orporation o f H erouville 50 
years after the D-Day landings. Capt John 
R ich a rd s  v is ite d  P e g a su s  B rid g e  C a fe 
G ondree w hich resulted  in the fo llow ing 
correspondence:

D ear M adam e, Am ongst all y ou r visitors 
from  many different countries, the re  is no 
reason why you should rem em ber th a t  I 
called at the Pegasus Bridge C afe on Ju ly  
1 and talked to you about the p a r t played 
by my old R egim ent, th e  2nd B a tta lio n  
L in c o ln s h i re s  ( th e n  p a r t  o f  th e  3 r d  
B ritish  In fan try  Division) on 'D ' Day an d  
th e  subsequen t ad v an ce  to  C a en , w here  
a f te r  much hard  fighting and  m any casu 
a l t i e s ,  th e y  c a p tu r e d  a n d  l i b e r a t e d  
Herouville S t C lair.

O n Ju ly  1, you kindly let m e have a 
s ig n ed  p o s tc a rd  sh o w in g  y o u r  fa m o u s

cafe and  the  th ree  poin ts w here  the  glid
e rs  o f 6 th A irbo rne  D ivision landed  and 
assaulted the  bridge.

At the tim e, I noticed th a t am ong the 
fine collection o f  souven irs a n d  m em en
toes in y o u r cafe , th e re  w as n o th in g  to 
in d ic a te  t h a t  a  c o m p a n y  o f  th e  2 n d  
L in c o ln s h ire s , u n d e r  th e  c o m m a n d  of 
M a j A l i s t a i r  F e n n e l l ,  to o k  o v e r  th e  
defence o f the b ridge  from  6 th  A irborne 
fo r a  while.

I have always been a  g rea t adm irer of 
your trem endous efforts to save the original 
bridge, and to preserve all these years later, 
th e  l in k s  w h ich  w e re  fo rg e d  o n  th a t  
momentous occasion between your rem ark 
able family and the first B ritish  troops to 
land on French soil on June  6  1944.

I hope therefore, you will accept with 
m y c o m p lim e n ts  a  r e p l i c a  o f  o u r  
R egim ental sh ie ld , an d  a p h o to g rap h  of 
M ajo r (then C ap ta in ) Fennell on his w ed
d ing day, given to  me by his nephew with

whom I served in the Regiment from 1950 
to 1957. A listair Fennell is now deceased, 
b u t he w as my C o m p an y  C o m m a n d e r  
w h en  th e  L in c o ln s  w e re  s ta tio n e d  in 
Egypt, in 1950/51. Sad to say, we lost o u r 
id e n t i ty  w h en  we w e re  m e rg e d  w ith  
an o th er regim ent in 1959. Best Wishes.

John  R ichards

Dear Mr Richards. Thank you for your kind 
letter o f  Aug 4th and for the Regim ental 
shield plus die photograph of Major Alastair 
Fennell. I am very delighted with them.

It is a fascinating story. The busy time 
of the last year is slowly passing, giving me 
the chance to catch up with letter writing.

I hope you all enjoyed the ceremonies 
during  June  6. The com m em orations in 
England and in Normandy were extremely 
poignant with a tremendous atmosphere of 
comradeship.

We will all treasure the memories and 
photographs left with us forever.

A rlette Gond re t-P ritch e tt

The author, Steve Taylor and lioness.
vivid ly  dem onstra ted  w ith in  my first 24 
h ours in Z im babw e. S teve  and  a c lien t 
felled a huge bull elephant as well as a buf
falo. before he had to shoot a wounded and 
charging lioness from 50 m. More contacts 
than even NITAT can create!

H ow ever, not all o f  h is ex is ten ce  is 
quite so hair-raising. Steve has a business to 
run and spends 4 -5  months a  year trawling

for clients in the US. A ppropriately, he 
bases him self in Boston, the home o f  the 
10th Foot, but more so as it is the home of 
his American wife Kathy.

Steve still has many fond memories of 
his years with the Army and has a com er of 
one o f his hunting cam ps decorated with 
Poacher memorabilia. He can even still sing 
'The P oach er '... after a cold beer or two!

13



Mainly about people

At staff college in India

Above: The Commandant inspects the hunt. Below: The British flat at Wellington Hall

M aj P au l G askin w rites:
EV ER Y  year, three B ritish  officers (tw o 
Army and one Royal Air Force) attend the 
In d ian  D efence  S e rv ic e s  S ta f f  C o lleg e  
(DSSC) at Wellington in South India. In my 
case I was informed by my CO  some two 
years previously that I would be attending 
Division ll at RMCS Shrivenham, followed 
by the Indian course. Little had I imagined 
that, when I ticked India first on my staff 
co llege  preferences list, the Army w ould 
agree with me.

S o , a f te r  a y e a r  a t R M C S  and  tw o 
months at the MOD (som eone had spotted 
th e  g ap ), my w ife  C a th e rin e  and I sa id  
goodbye to all and sundry , including the 
dog, and boarded a British Airways 747 to 
New Delhi. The temperature in England was 
then about 15°C.

Tigers an d  T aj M ahal
Nine hours later we stepped out into 45°C. 
Thankfully we were m et by the British High 
Com m ission’s Air Adviser, with an air-con
ditioned Discovery, and taken to an air-con
ditioned hotel where we slept off the jetlag. 
W e had arranged a short ho liday  b efo re  
starting work, and were lucky enough to see 
a  tiger as well as the Pink C ity  of Ja ipur 
and, o f course, the incom parable Taj Mahal.

A week in D elhi being briefed at the 
High Commission followed, before we flew 
dow n via Bombay to Coim batore, our near
est airport.

From there the High Com m ission had 
arranged taxis to take  us up  into the h ills 
w here the DSSC is situated.

The journey up was blissfully cool, and 
w e clim bed  away from  the  dusty  yellow  
p la in s  in to  lush g reen  ju n g le , broken by 
num erous tea plantations.

The Nilgiri Hills are found at virtually 
the southernmost tip o f  the W estern Ghats, 
w hich run down from near Bombay to east 
o f  Cochin in the state o f  Kerala. W ellington 
itse lf  is near the top o f  the Nilgiris at about
6,000 ft, and Ootacamund, the nearest large 
to w n , is 18 km aw ay and abou t 1.000 ft 
higher.

College h istory
O ur flat is on the ground  floor and about 
ha lf a mile from the college itself, but still 
in a military area.

The college was founded in 1949 soon 
a f te r  independence  (th e  o rig in a l B ritish  
In d ia n  A rm y s ta f f  c o l le g e  is now th e  
Pakistani one at Quetta), adjacent to what is

now the Madras Regimental Centre. Both 
the Royal N orfolks and the Suffolks were 
stationed here at the very beginning o f  the 
cen tu ry , and the  R egim ental badges are 
inscribed on a large plaque in the Centre, as

well as in the Gym khana Club, w hich serves 
as g o lf  c lu b , c r ic k e t p a v ilio n  a n d  M ess 
annex.

Over the next few days we go t to know 
Continued Page 15
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Mainly about people
From Page 14
our staff, o f  w hich we have 
six -  an ayah or chief maid, a 
cook (the ayah’s husband), a 
sw eeper, a driver, a gardener 
and a dhobi. If th is sounds 
luxurious, it is very m uch 
expected  that we should  
employ so many.

The High Commission also 
h ires to each o f  us an 
ambassador car (a 1948 Morris 
Oxford). I also have a scooter, 
bought from  the p rev ious 
B ritish  student w ith w hich  I 
jo in  the morning scooter rally 
into college.

The f irs t  p hase  o f  the 
course was a two-week pack
age before the Indian officers 
arrived, to introduce us to the 
basic organisations and proce
dures of the Indian Army. This 
proceeded at a very easy pace, 
and we were able to settle in 
and find out where to go and 
w hat to do in the local area. 
Our boxes arrived in this period, 
as did increasing num bers o f 
Indian officers.

College begins
Finally, the first day daw ned 
and  hundreds o f  o fficers 
stream ed into college for the 
introduction.

As a D efence Serv ices 
college, o fficers o f  all three 
serv ices, as w ell as a very 
small number of parliamentary 
officers and civilians attend the 
course.

There are a to tal o f  403 
officers attending Course No. 
50, o f whom 27 are foreigners. 
Each service follow s its own 
course, with about half the time 
spent in jo in t activities, which 
resu lts in a fairly  com plex  
system of divisions, syndicates 
and sub-syndicates.

The Army syndicates are 
headed by DS Colonels, most 
o f  whom have ex tensive  
operational experience in both 
counter-insurgency operations 
and war. The Commandant is a 
lieutenant-general as the Army 
is the senior service here and 
by far the largest at about
1,100,000 men.

The course itself is divided 
into six tutorials o f six to eight

w eeks each , w ith a long 
weekend between them. W ork 
is no rm ally  M on-F ri, from  
0830 to 1330.

W hile this may not sound 
much, frequently enough work 
is g iven  to keep  m ost o f  us 
occupied until way into the late 
evenings.

Ind ia  has every  type o f  
te rra in  im aginab le  w ithin its 
b o rd ers , from  h igh -a ltitude  
cold w eather areas to hot, dry 
d e se rts  th rough  sw am p and 
ju n g le  and g en tle  ro lling  
countryside.

A s a resu lt, the re  are  a 
la rge  num ber o f  top ics to  
c o v e r, such as m ountain  
w arfa re , p a rticu la rly  w ith 
reg ard  to adm in istra tio n  and 
logistics. The correct care and 
use o f  m ules, for exam ple, is 
not som eth ing  one com es 
across frequently at Camberley.

H ow ever, life here is not 
all work, and there are a  lot o f  
o p p o rtu n itie s  to p lay  a  w ide 
v arie ty  o f  sp o rts , inc lud ing  
r id in g  to hounds in w hat is 
be liev ed  to  be  the only  fo x 
hunt in sou th  A sia  (not th a t 
there are any foxes, but there 
are sometimes jackals).

S tunn ing  views 
The hillw alking. as one m ight 
expect, is very good, and the 
college has the usual tennis and 
sq u ash  co u rts , as w ell as its  
ow n g o lf course and even its 
own lake for sailing.

W e are  su rrounded  by 
ind igenous ‘S ho la’ fo res t, as 
w ell as eu ca ly p tu s and  tea  
p lan ta tio n s , w ith  the  m ost 
stunning views, particularly a 
few kilometres away where it is 
possib le  to  look ou t over the 
ed g e  o f  the N ilg iris to the 
plains 4-5 ,000  ft below.

So far then we have nearly 
com pleted  tw o tu to ria ls , and  
we the fo re ign  o ffice rs , 
together with our Indian Navy 
and A ir Force colleagues, are 
looking forward to our Forward 
A rea  T our in la te  O cto b er, 
when we will be taken up into 
the  H im alayas to  see fo r 
o u rse lv es  the  p rob lem s o f  
liv in g  and opera tin g  a t h igh  
altitude (over 15,000 ft).
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Association Gathering

Sun soaked 
celebrations 

hear of TA 
uncertainty

OUR Padre, Tim Hiney, has done it again! 
W e c e le b ra te d  o u r 7 th  A sso c ia tio n  
G a th e r in g  in b lis te r in g  heat at 
Bassingbourn; there was scarcely a cloud in 
the sky and the trick was to find some shade 
and plenty of liquid refreshment. The day 
w as a g rea t su c c e ss  w ith  som e 1 ,000 
A ssociation  m em bers and th e ir  fam ilies 
attending.

The programme for the day was much 
th e  sam e as b e fo re  w ith  a D ru m h ead  
Service, the Colonel of the Regiment read
ing the lesson, the Rev Tom Hiney officiat
ing and the V olunteer band o f  the Royal 
A nglian  Regim ent playing the  hym ns in 
splendid style.

T he C olonel o f  the R egim ent in his 
address after the Drumhead Service greeted 
every b o d y  and thanked a ll those  w hose 
organisation and work have gone to make 
the  A ssocia tion  G athering  po ss ib le . He 
talked of the future o f the TA, stressing that 
it w as im p ro b a b le  th a t an y  sp e c ific  
announcements as to possible cuts would be 
m a d e  b e fo re  N o v em b er, b u t th a t 
Regimental policy was clear -  namely 
we w ished to m aintain our territo rial 
links through our TA B attalions with 
our nine counties.

H e went on to rem ind everybody 
that the appeal for the Regimental muse
um a t D u x fo rd  w ou ld  b e  ap p e a r in g  
through  everyone’s letter boxes in the 
near future and he asked for everyone’s 
generous support. H e ended h is address 
by c o n firm in g  w h at g o o d  h e a r t the  
R e g im e n t w as in and how  m uch he 
enjoyed seeing this at first hand on his vis
its.

The Regimental Sergeant Major o f  the 
6th Battalion, W O l Duncan, organised the 
S ta n d a rd  b e a re rs  and c o lu m n s  o f 
A ssociation  m em bers for the m arch past 
with a cheery decisiveness which must have 
reminded everybody of their younger days!

In temperatures well into the hundreds 
in  the sun, the b ee r  tent w as constan tly  
busy, everyone enjoyed their luncheon with 
static displays afterwards, to say nothing of 
an afternoon’s m usic program m e, played 
again by the Volunteer Band.

At 3 o ’clock sharp the 1st Battalion The

Royal A nglian  Regim ent band (re in 
fo rced  by Poachers and bandsm en from  
PWRR) gave an absolutely first-class band 
d isp lay  with standards o f m usic playing 
which could hardly be equalled.

M rs Stone was good enough to present 
the prizes to the two winning teams on the 
.22 range, nam ely  the ladies team  from  
H em el H em pstead branch and the m en’s 
team from Wisbech branch.

A n d  so  a n o th e r  v e ry  s u c c e s s fu l  
Association Gathering drew  to a close; we 
are immensely grateful to  the 1st Battalion 
for providing the adm in istrative back-up 
and w ithout w hose help  the sh o w  could  
n e v e r  h av e  g o t o n  th e  ro a d . L t C o l 
Duthoit, the Com m anding O fficer o f  ATR 
and his staff for allowing us to u se  his bar
racks and to the Com m anding O ffice r o f  
th e  5 th  B a tta l io n  fo r  p ro v id in g  th e  
Volunteer Band.
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VIKINGS

Return to Colchester
H A V IN G  com pleted  a  successfu l to u r o f 
E a s t  T y rone the  V ik in g s  r e tu rn e d  to  
C o lchester in July 1994. The six m onths 
that followed were certainly busy ones with 
the reorganisation to our airm obile order o f 
b a ttle , re-learning o ld  sk ills  and  h av in g  
them  tested both on exercise and at the b a t
tle group trainer, a Spearhead tour o f  duty 
and even some sport and adventure training.

Back in Colchester
JU L Y  sta rted  w ith  th e  V ik in g s  back  in 
C olchester and enjoying a  long weekend. 
A fter this brief taste o f things to come the 
Battalion reorganised, cleaned up and m ade 
preparations for the after-leave exercises.

Many internal courses were run during this 
two-week period, including motorcycle, reg
ular radio users and support weapons num
bers cadres. Many airmobile skills had to be 
brushed up and cobwebs soon fell away.

Events 
Minden Day
DUE to leave, Minden Day was celebrated 
in the traditional manner but on July 15. The 
inspecting officer for the roses presentation 
was Brigadier Calder.

Regimental Gathering
THE Battalion w as well represented at the 
Regimental Gathering at Bassingboum  on

Sunday July  10. Lt S hea-S im m ons flew  
many visitors on trips round the airfield in a 
Piper W arrior. T he Recce Platoon, under the 
watchful eye o f  Capt Eaton, set up and col
lapsed the tentage and provided support.

N.I. Medals
BEFORE consigning East Tyrone and the 
memories o f a  successful tour to history, the 
C om m anding O ffice r  p resen ted  G en era l 
S erv ice  m e d a ls  to  160 m em b ers o f  th e  
Battalion. The recipients were paraded on  
the Battalion square and each o f  the m en, 
and five w om en , w ere g iven th e ir  w ell-  
earned medals.

Continued Page 20
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News from the Vikings

Left and above: Minden Day. Right: 
The Regimental Gathering. 
Below: Ex Gryphon's Eye — 

a mobile Milan GWMP.
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News from the Vikings

Ex Gryphon’s Eye. Above: CSgt 
Soames during Ex Gryphon’s lift. Top 
left: Mor PI on an ATMP. Left centre: 
Operator training. Left bottom: REME 

fixing a GWMP again.

From Page IS

Exercise Gryphon’s Eye
ON return from  leave the  Vikings spent a 
hectic six weeks in its airm obile role and the 
East Tyrone tour faded quickly  into the past. 
The first week back from leave was spent in 
preparation for Exercise G ryphon's Eye, the 
24 A irm obile B rigade F T X  on S alisbury  
Plain.

Many skills had to be revised and under 
the supervision o f W 0 2  Hamilton, the bat
talion HHI(S), the com panies spent time at 
the AMTC at W attisham qualifying as rig
ger m arshals and land ing  point com m an
ders.

There were even some helicopter abseil
ing drills. Ex G ryphon’s  E y e  represented the 
B attalion 's return to a irm ob ile  operations 
with all its inter-serv ice an d  international 
aspects. The V ikings w orked  closely w ith  

Continued Page 22
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Above: Underslung loads during ex Gryphon's Lift. Left: Bermuda 
Regt SNCO. Below: Bermuda Regt NCOs cadre on parade.



News from the Vikings

Top: Sp Wpns Cone (Mor PI in action). Above: Rece PI, Gryphon’s Lift

From Page 20
both Belgians, G erm ans and the RAF,

A fter some com pany  level tra in ing  A 
and C C om panies and then B and  Screen 
Companies were put through their paces on 
a battle run. Incorporated in these runs were 
the RAP on a Medex. T he MO, w ith support 
from 19 Airmobile F ield Ambulance, treat
ed casualties and practised the casevac pro
cedures over three days.

The B rigade FTX  s ta rted  w ith  a long 
road move for the w hole battalion to Little 
Rissington. A fter the in itia l ba ttle  proce
dure, White One (the Battalion pick-up for 
an air move) was activated and, w ith only a 
slight delay  due to w ea th er, th e  V ikings 
flew to Salisbury Plain. During the first part 
o f the exercise the B attalion had a company 
of Belgians from the B PC  Brigade attached 
who w ere d ep loyed  in to  C o p eh ill Down 
FIBUA village.

Later in the exercise, after a re-organisa
tio n , a  co m p an y  o f  G e rm a n s  fro m  31 
Luftlande Brigade cam e  under com m and. 
The FTX was deem ed a  success, marking 
the B a tta l io n ’ s r e tu rn  as 'A irm o b ile  
Vikings’.

Exercise season
SEPTEMBER was ano ther busy month. The 
tra in ing  w ing ran  an N C O  c a d re  fo r  20 
members o f the Berm uda Regiment includ
ing skill-at-arm s, drill, PT  and an  internal 
security final exercise. Exercise G lobe Trot 
saw m uch  o f  th e  B a tta l io n  re tu rn  to  
Salisbury Plain in support of the Com pany 
Com m anders course. T h e  w eather did irs 
best to batter the V ik ings into subm ission 
but failed. BBGT (N ) in  C atterick  hosted 
the Battalion betw een S ep t 18 and  21 and 
Oct 2 and 7.

M any of the procedures involved w ith 
our ro le  w ere p ra c tise d . The m o n th  w as 
rounded off with the support w eapons con
centration at O tte rb u rn  invo lv ing  Screen  
Company and the C om pany Milan Platoons.

During October, a num ber o f  adventure 
tra in ing  trip s  to o k  p la c e  for so m e  lucky 
members o f  the B attalion . The hard  work 
continued for the rem ainder of the Battalion, 
how ever, inc lud ing  b e in g  p la c e d  on the  
Spearhead rosta  e a r lie r  than an tic ip a ted . 
H aving  been  ‘s to o d  t o ’ fo llo w in g  th e  
deploym ent o f  the p rev io u s batta lion , the 
Vikings quickly assum ed the com m itm ent 
and will rem ain on Spearhead  un til early  
December.

The usual round o f  preparation, kit pack
ing , k i t  c h e c k in g , d o c u m e n ta t io n  a n d  
rehearsa ls  w ent w ell a n d  at th e  tim e  o f  
going lo press, the to u r  o f  duty has been 
uneventful. The Signal P latoon w ere  m ore 

Continued Page 23
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From Page 22
than  usually  busy in O cto b er ru n n in g  a 
Standard Two Signals Cadre.

After four weeks o f  intensive training, 
14 students successfully passed the course 
and were presented with crossed flags by 
the Commanding Officer. Pte Chapman of 
A Company was best student and received 
an engraved tankard.

Visits
THE Battalion has hosted a number o f visits 
since the last issue. In July representatives 
from the Czechoslovakian Army, as part of 
international confidence building measures, 
visited Hyderabad Barracks. The team was 
m et by the  B a tta lio n  21/C and the  O ps 
Officer on the main square where they land
ed in a Mk.9 Lynx.

They were shown the LSV and ATM P 
vehicles which attracted some considerable 
in te re st. D uring  Ex G ry p h o n ’s E ye the  
Battalion was visited by a number o f officers 
keen to meet and, in some cases, re-acquaint 
themselves with the Vikings. They included 
the Director o f Infantry and the Director of 
the Royal Armoured Corps, G O C  Eastern 
District and the Chief of the General Staff.

Above: Sp Wpns Cone (Milan PI pre-firing revision).

23



News from the Vikings

24

Above: Cricket (WOs' and Officers’ match) pre-match drinks, 
(see sport section). Below and right: Regimental Gathering.



How do you feel 
about leaving the Army?

As you're well aware, serving in the Forces isn't just a 
i job It's a way of life So, it's no surprise, that after 

leaving, many people feel as though they're high and dry, 
like a fish out of water

But there's no need for you to feel this way It’s 
perfectly possible for you to keep up with old friends, 
make use of the unique skills you've acquired, and  
make a vital contribution to the nation's"defence into 
the bargain

How? Simply by becoming a member of the 
Volunteer Forces, which make up a third of our Army 
and represent a significant part of our commitment 
to peace.

There are two options open to you 
Firstly, you can join one of the Territorial Army 

Independent Units based in the TAVRA region in which 
you have decided to settle An ideal route for those 
leaving lnfantry or Cavalry regiments

Secondly, if you are leaving a Corps, you could 
retain your capbadge and become a member of either 
an Independent Unit or a TA Specialist Unit In either, 
you can maintain and extend the special skills that you 
have learned

You can contribute as much time as you want 
in any one year The minimum that we ask is that 
as a member of the Independent TA you complete 
6 weekends, a two week Summer Camp and 
weekday evenings. As a 
Specialist we ask 
only 15

weekends

In return you will receive payment equivalent to 
the rates paid to Regular Army soldiers plus an 
annual tax-free bonus

If you would like more information about how you 
can stay in the swim of things, write to the address 
below, giving details of which option you are interested 
in,your current age and address, your intended county 
of residence, and of the regiment you have left or 
are leaving

The Territorial Army, Freepost, 4335 (Ref: 9000), Bristol BS1 3YX.





News from the Vikings

Isolation on 
magnificent 

Corsican 
mountains

Lt Jon T rigg writes
Viking Side Drum was an adventure train
ing exercise held from  Oct 2 to Oct 16 in 
the m ag n if ic en t su r ro u n d in g s  o f  th e  
Corsican National Park which covers a full 
quarter o f  the M editerranean Island. The 
exercise aim was to introduce a pany o f  13 
Viking drummers to mountain walking in a 
surprisingly isolated environment.

A fter the custo m ary  ca lls  o f  " o f f  to 
swan” were left behind us at Colchester we 
irrived  at V izzavona in cen tral C orsica . 
There the mountain peaks rising up on all 
sides made us realise (hat it was definitely 
not going to be a  swan. This feeling was 
Heightened by the torrential rainstorms that

Corsica (Viking Side Drum)

characterised the first few days o f  walking.
H ow ever a f te r  c lim b in g  th e  p e a k  o f  

Monte d 'O ro  a t 2,389 m, the sun made its 
appearance and rem ained w ith us through
out as we walked through the national park 
to the west coast o f Corsica.

O ur m ajor w orry cam e from  the local 
G endarm es w ho w arned  us o f f  cam p in g  
because of a loc;il bandit problem.

A fter som e n ine d a y s  o f  w alk ing  we 
em erged from  the m ountains bearded and 
ever so slightly bronzed to finish (he trip

w ith  a sh o r te r  p e r io d  o f  w alk ing  in  the 
mountains surrounding the capital. Bastia, in 
the north and a well earned period of R&R.

Overall this rarely-visited and oft over
looked island gave us an extremely w orth
w hile  tim e and I w ould defin ite ly  adv ise  
a n y o n e  e ls e  to  g o  i f  th ey  e v e r  g e t  (he 
chance. The (earn comprised: Capt Price, Lt 
T rigg , D rum  M aj F lem ing . C pl H ow lett, 
Drum m ers Pennock. Panter, Crazier, G ibbs. 
R a y fie ld . P h a ir, H o w le t t , M o m g o m ery . 
Davies and Diehm.
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Cambrian 
Patrol 

team wins 
bronze

T H E  C a m b ria n  p a tro l  is an a rd u o u s  
p a tro llin g  ex e rc ise  ru n  each  y ear in th e  
unforgiving W elsh countryside and open to 
all units (TA and Regular) within the Army. 
T his year, fo r the first tim e since 1991, 1 
R o y a l A n g lia n  e n te re d  a te a m  in th e  
Cambrian Patrol competition. Each team is 
o f section strength com m anded by an o ffi
cer o r SNCO with two JN CO and five p ri
vates . The team  is backed  up  by a te a m  
m anager (officer or SNCO) and two drivers 
who are also reserves.

The Vikings selection started in the m id 
dle o f Septem ber with an initial squad o f  16. 
T rain ing  took place on D artm oor, S tanta, 
and the local training area. Given that som e 
team s train  fo r  up to  six  m o n th s fo r th e  
Cambrian Patrol, in five weeks the Vikings 
cram m ed in an awful lot of work including 
a b se ilin g , O P  w ork, r iv e r  cro ss in g s an d  
AFV recognition.

F o r the la s t tw o w eeks o f  tra in in g , 1 
R oyal A nglian  hosted  an A m erican  team  
from  1/9 C av based a t Fort Hood, Texas. 
T he com bined train ing  that subsequen tly

Above: Cambrian patrol (outdoor lesson). Below: Cambrian patrol minefield drills.

took place was beneficial to both, with each 
team learning from the other.

Owing to the number o f teams entering 
the  C am brian  P atro l, the com petition  is 
phased over a  ten-day period. The Vikings 
took p art in phase tw o from  O ct 2 2 -2 4 . 
Each year the form at is slightly different, 
w ith the em phasis over the last few  years 
on marching from stand to stand.

This year’s mission was to carry out an 
O P and CTR on targets around a reservoir 
in  the E lan  V a lle y . T eam s a re  te s te d  
throughout the two days from the beginning 
o f  battle procedure to the final debrief. No 
DS accompanies the patrols, and points are 
aw arded on resu lts o f  the patrol debrief;

although points can a lso  be lost by being 
captured or detected during the patrol.

In what was a well run exercise, with 
realistic and well controlled enemy forces, 
the V ik ings team  w as aw arded a bronze 
medal. All the soldiers are to be congratulat
ed on a fine effort, in w hich they covered 
60km carrying up to 70lb  with virtually no 
sleep, in ‘normal’ W elsh weather conditions 
-  while still achieving their mission, unde
tected by the enemy.

The Vikings ’94 team  was lead by Capt 
Astley and m anaged by C pl Gardner. The 
rem ainder w ere C pl A ttw ood, C pl R iley, 
P tes  H oon , N ie v e s , C a rr , L e w is , 
Summerson. Anderson and Frith.
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Adventure training in Wales
Lt Gotobed writes:-
SNOWDONIA, North W ales in October -  
okay where is the gortex?
To our delight we experienced two weeks 
of almost unadulterated sunshine, with a 
multitude o f activities to keep ourselves 
busy. And not a uniform in sight!

In total, C Company took two groups 
o f  24 so ld iers for a w eek at a tim e to 
H afod G w en llian , th e  Royal A rtillery  
adventure training centre. The centre pro
vided all the instructors and imagination 
to keep everyone far from idle.

M embers o f company participated in 
the activities o f  canoeing, top rope and 
abseiling, m ulti-pilch clim bing, scram 
bling and walking. W e also experienced 
the delights o f  underground exploration 
with a form o f caving in the abandoned 
slate mines o f Blaenau Ffestiniog set in a 
‘Dungeons and Dragons’ scenario.

Team  m em bers using  a ‘sc rip t’ for 
clues. First had to Find the entrance point 
to the mines. With reluctance we returned 
from  W ales to  the  n o rm a lity  o f  the  
Battalion and Spearhead.

Historical trail in Spain
Lt Shea-Simmonds writes:- 
IN the Iasi two weeks of October an expe
dition from the Vikings led by Lt Shea- 
Simmonds embarked to northern Spain.

Ex V iking C o ru n n a  had two a im s, 
firstly to c limb and walk in the Picos de 
E u ro p a  a re a  w hich  lies som e 150km  
south-west of Santander, and secondly to 
explore p a r t of the rou te  taken  by Sir 
John M oore and the 9th of foot during  
the Peninsula War.

Based initially in Potes, to the East of

th e  P icos, th e  g ro u p  c lim b ed  in th e  
C en tra l M assif, Los Urrie llo s  reaching 
8,500 ft, followed by a fu rth er route to  the 
West in the National Park.

The ro u tes w ere a g re a t success in 
mostly beautiful weather and allowed the 
group to get close to the upper peaks and 
the astonishing views in and around the 
Picos, an a rea  recom m ended for future 
expeditions.

The second p a rt of the tr ip  took the 
g ro u p  f u r th e r  so u th  to  th e  a re a  of

Benevente, close to where the decision 
was made by Sir John Moore to withdraw 
back to Corunna.

From here a sim ilar path to that o f the 
9 th  o f Foot was tak e n  to the  a re a  of 
Villafranca where so many soldiers per
ished in the high ground in a harsh win
ter before a  final push to Corunna.

There were a  few monuments and the 
journey allowed members of the group to 
see the area at first hand and once again 
view a fascinating part of Spain.

Overall the trip  was a success and as a 
result some m em bers of the expedition 
intend to go back to clim b in the a rea  
over Christmas.
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A 6 Platoon vehicle static in Gornji Vakuf town centre.

Humanitarian role in Bosnia
THE Poachers took command as BRITBAT 
1 from  the 1st B a ttalion  The C oldstream  
Guards on May 8, as the fourth British bat
talion deployed on Operation Grapple.

T he Battalion arrived to find a very dif
feren t task  w aitin g  fo r us to  th e  one w e 
trained for. W e had trained to escort human
ita r ia n  a id  a c ro s s  c o n f ro n ta t io n  lin es  
through the cen tre  o f a w ar zone. By the 
time w e arrived, a fragile peace was in place 
between the Bosnian-Croats (HVO) and the 
Bosnian-M uslim s (ARBiH), w hilst the war 
betw een the Bosnian-Serbs (BSA ) and the 
Muslims on the peripheries o f  our area had 
intensified.

The advance party arrived in theatre on 
Apr 27 with the main body flights arriving

between May 3 and 13 1994. Unfortunately, 
this handover/takeover period was marred 
by the tragic death o f  Capt Steven Wormald 
when his Landrover ran over an anti-tank 
mine near Gomi Vakuf on Apr 29. The loss 
of such a fine officer has been deeply felt by 
us all. Cpl Nick Davey was injured in the 
explosion but is making progress towards a 
full recovery.

The Battalion group originally consist
ed o f  A C o m p an y  com m anded  by Maj 
Richard Kemp and C  Company commanded 
by Maj Andrew Wadman, deployed in Vitez 
School, with D (Sp) Company commanded 
by Maj Richard Clements deployed in Vitez 
School. B attalion headquarters w as also 
based in V itez School, with the Echelon

based down the road in Vitez Garage. Our 
attached medium reconnaissance elem ent, in 
th e  fo rm  o f  A S q u a d ro n  T h e  L ig h t 
D rag o o n s (co m m an d ed  by M aj A lex  
M cK enzie) w ent to  T om islav g rad  in the 
south o f the AOR. Additionally w e inherited 
a host o f  various support e lem en ts , from  
strategic communicators, tactical air control 
parties, Royal M ilitary Police and R oyal 
Engineers (5 Field Squadron, 32 Armoured 
Squadron and 61 Field Support Squadron) 
through to  log istic  and m ed ical su p p o rt 
units.

B C o m p an y , co m m a n d e d  b y  M aj 
A lisdair W ild, deployed in G orn i V ak u f 
under operational control o f  B ritbat II, the 

Continued Page 31
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From Page 30
1 st B attalion The D uke o f  W e llin g to n 's  
Regiment.

Flexibility soon became the key word, 
as th is planned d ep loym en t ch an g ed  on 
arrival. A Squadron also came under com 
m and o f  B ritbat II, w hilst w e g a in ed  D 
S quad ro n  co m m an d ed  by  M aj O ll ie  
Elwood, who had arrived two months earlier 
in Z epce. T he re q u irem en t fo r  su p p o rt 
weapons to be deployed was reviewed, with 
the outcome that D (Sp) Company re-roled 
as a large rifle company.

Even these initial changes were modi
fied when D Squadron moved its squadron 
HQ and two troops to Maglaj School in the 
northern tip o f the AOR, and A  Com pany 
left Vitez (with Reconnaissance Platoon) to 
replace them in Zepce.

What became very apparent in the early 
stages o f  the tour w as the  responsib ility  
placed upon the shou lders o f  our ju n io r  
NCOs during day-to-day operations. M any 

Continued Page 32

Left: Res Jackson, Clark, Lambert and 
other members of 6 Platoon ‘track- 

bashing’ in Gornji Vakuf.
Above: LCpI Addison (Milan Platoon) 
on checkpoint duty. Below: Lt Martin 

making friends in Gornji Vakuf.
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LCpl Vazquez and his team patrolling through Krupe.

From Page 31
ta sk s  w ere  tak en  o v e r s tra ig h t f ro m  the 
C o ld s trea m  G uards, w h ich  in c lu d ed  the 
m anning o f  check-points, active sites and 
vehicle and foot patrols. Check-points were 
a vital part o f  the ‘return to norm ality’ for 
central Bosnia. M anning them  m eant plac
ing a  section between the police from  each 
faction, and as opposed to Ulster w here the 
British Army controls the check-points, our 
task at these checkpoints was simply to stop 
the two sides from resuming their 27-month 
long conflict.

The active site concept was a  strange 
one to us -  these involved manning an area 
in to  w h ic h  a ll h eav y  w eap o n  sy s te m s  
belonging to the M uslim s (artillery, tanks 
and m ortars) had been corralled. S ince the 
w ar ag a in s t the Serbs w as still ongo ing , 
there had to be a  system  fo r ‘contro lling’ 
w ho these weapons were fired at, in case a 
b re a c h  o f  th e  C ro a t/M u s lim  ‘p e a c e ’ 
occurred.

C onseq u en tly , w h eneve r the M uslim  
A rm y w an ted  to  fire one o f  its w eapons 
against Serb positions, it had to secure per
mission from  the UN soldiers first. T he sol
diers then checked that the bearing and ele
vation they were laid on would ensure the

round fell on BSA positions, and not onto 
C roat positions. These also allowed us to 
w itness B osnian Army gun-drills, w hich 
appear to bear no resemblance to any others 
in the world.

Patrols took place, both along the aid 
routes and the confrontation lines between 
the HCO and BiH. The route patrols were 
soon facing the rife problem o f banditry -  
an unfortunate result of a  post-war environ
m ent where no efficient legal system is up 
and running, yet where nearly every man 
betw een the ages o f  16 and 60 is armed. 
T h is problem  has now effectively  d isap
peared due mainly to the efforts o f the com
panies involved.

Indeed, B Company in G orni Vakuf had 
tw o contacts shortly after arrival, both o f 
which were nothing to do with the war and 
everything to do with banditry on the routes. 
Foot patrols along the buffer zones have 
also met with enormous success to the stage 
where they are now accompanied by mem
bers o f both factions in a  confidence build
ing exercise. This in turn has seen a large 
scale reduction in manning of the front lines 
by both sides.

One of the other tasks allocated was the 
collection o f  coarse-grain information about

what was happening in  the  w ar between the 
BiH and BSA along the  external confronta
tion line, in order to allow  policy-makers to 
make decisions at a h igher level.

It very quick ly  b ecam e  apparen t that 
this inform ation h ad  to  be co llec ted  deli
cately because o f the inherent danger o f us 
moving anyw here n e a r  the  B osnian-Serb  
frontline. D irect ta rg e tin g  o f  o u r vehicles 
w as com m on  in th e s e  e a r ly  s ta g e s  and 
in c lu d e d  a W a r r io r  f ro m  A  C o m p an y  
receiving 30 hits o n  its arm our from  a  BSA 
heavy m achine gu n . q u ick ly  fo llow ed by 
between 20 and 30 m orta r rounds impacting 
nearby.

O n M ay 20 , M a j A n d re w  W adm an 
deployed with C C om pany  to M ount Igman 
n e a r  S a ra je v o  fo r  a p p r o x im a te ly  th ree  
weeks, under com m and o f  the French unit 
F rebat IV. T he o p e ra tio n  w as part o f  an 
attem pt to p reven t th e  B o sn ia n  Serb  and 
M uslim  fo rc e s  f ro m  v io la t in g  a locally  
negotiated  c e ase fire , a n  o p e ra tio n  w hich 
proved thoroughly en joyab le  fo r the soldiers 
involved, and which fostered  further inter
national relations w ith U nprofor contingents 
from other countries.

It also exposed P oachers lo  direct tar- 
Contmurd Page 34
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Above: Ptes Harrison and MacDonald 
with members of the BiH in Vitez. Right: 

Capt Morris liaising. Below: R e  
Knowles prepares mentally to tight the 

hearts and minds campaign.
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Top: On watch overlooking the Duborscin valley. Above: Pte Little on guard. 
Below: Pte Symon practises his saluting while off duty on an active site.

From Page 32
getting from the B osn ian  S erb  Army once 
again. Included in one o f  these incidents of 
direct targeting was the engagem ent o f Sgt 
K evin K een ’s W a rr io r  by a BSA heavy  
machine gun. In reply to this, the W arrior 
(com m anded by Sgt K een) retu rned  over 
100 Chain Gun rounds at the Bosnian-Serb  
position. After the engagem ent, Maj Andy 
Wadman (OC C Com pany) asked Sgt Keen 
for a  situation repo rt, to w h ich  Sgt Keen 
replied that there w as now  a  Serb  soldier 
holding a large piece o f  w hite  card above 
his head. Maj W adm an then asked if  this 
meant that he was su rren d erin g , to which 
Sgt Keen replied that he “certain ly  d id n 't 
think he was patching u p !”

O u r a re a  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  w as to 
change three times during the tour. The first 
time was on June 22, w hen Britbat II moved 
into the Gorazde pocket, leaving the Burma 
Com pany in B ugojno u n d er com m and of 
the Poachers. This m ove also m eant that we 
reassu m ed  co m m an d  o f  B C o m p a n y  in 
G orn i V a k u f  an d  A  S q u a d ro n  in 
Tomislavgrad.

It also resulted in o u r A O R stretching 
from the northern tip o f  the M aglaj finger 
dow n to the C ro a tian /B o sn ian  border, an 
area covering som e 6 ,000 sq k m , and plac
ing e ig h t su b -u n its  u n d e r  c o m m a n d  o f  
B attalion  HQ. T h e  A O R  w as to  ch ange 
again with the arrival o f  RHQ o f the Light 
Dragoons as B ritcavbat on July 30, as they 
assum ed com m and o f  the  M ag la j finger, 
th e reb y  ta k in g  o u r  A  C o m p a n y  a n d  D 
Squadron under com m and.

The AOR changed once  again  on A ug 4 
w ith  the a rr iv a l o f  th e  T u rk is h  G ro u p , 
Turkfor, in Zenica. T h is  left th e  Battalion 
AOR at just over 4,000 sq km w ith 217 km 
o f  Serb/M uslim  fro n tlin e  an d  190 km  o f  
Muslim/Croat frontline.

W hilst the ro le  w h ich  w e trained  for 
may have changed, it has certainly not made 
it any less dangerous -  o f  the 12 British so l
diers to have died in B osnia since Operation 
Grapple began in N ovem ber 1992, l l  have 
d ied  fo llow ing  the  d e c la ra t io n  o f  p eace  
be tw een  the  C ro a ts  an d  M u s lim s  in 
February this year. T h is  increased  danger 
was again brought hom e to the Battalion on 
Ju n e  21, w h en  a S p a r ta n  f ro m  M o rta r  
Platoon hit an anti-tank m ine to  the north
west of Zavidovici, injuring tw o o f  the crew 
members. A dditionally , w hilst w aiting for 
medical assistance, BSA soldiers stole their 
weapons and equipm ent.

On Aug 16 S apper N icho las from  the 
Royal Engineers was killed in another m ine 
inc iden t w h ilst su p e rv is in g  M u slim  an d  
Croat mine clearance near G orn i Vakuf.

Continued Page 36
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Above: The RSM Battalion 2IC and QM with other guests of the Echelon's 
Talavera dinner. Left: LCpI David shows Re Grant the way. Below:

Pte Smith (7 Platoon) with fan club in Novi Travnik
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One o f  the m ost challeng ing  roles for 

the B a tta lio n  w as a ls o  o n e  o f  the m ost 
rewarding when accom plished. T h is consist
ed o f chairing various m eetings at differing 
levels of command betw een the tw o warring 
factions, the C roats and  M uslim s. At the 
highest level, this took the form  o f the Joint 
C o m m issio n  S u b -C o m m itte e  (JC S C ), 
chaired by the C om m anding O fficer, with 
the Corps com m ander o f  7 C orps BiH, 3rd 
Operations Zone HVO and O perations Zone 
N orth -W est H e rc e g o v in a  in a tten d an ce , 
down to the meetings betw een Brigade and 
Battalion com m ander's chaired  by Battalion 
and Company liaison officers.

These m eetings varied  in their atm os- 
phere from the genuinely friendly and suc- 
cessful, down to n on-a ttendance  by mem- 
bers o f  one or both o f  the  fac tions due to 
dissatisfaction over som e m atter It was then 
that the B a tta lio n 's  lia iso n  o ffic e rs c ame 
into their own. spending many hours travel- 
ling between the tw o sides and negotiating a 
settlement.

C ontingency p lan n in g  has a lso  taken 
place for various opera tions, including the 
implementation of the w ider peace -  a peace 
w hich included  p u sh in g  a c ro ss  the BSA 
frontline into Serb held territory to  monitor 
the w ithdraw al o f S e rb  fo rc e s  under the 
terms of the proposed peace settlem ent, an 

Continued Page 37

Above: LCpI Vazquez on guard at B Company’s location in Gornji Vakuf, briefing 
the next gate sentry. Below: Pte Terry and Pte Grant (Milan Platoon).
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Above: LCpI Pulfrey (Recce PI) as top 
cover Right LCpI David and Pte Martin 
with local children Bottom right: One of 

the numerous aid convoys that 
constantly moved through the AOR

From Page 36
eventuality that seem unlikely for the imme- 
diate future A dditionally , current contin- 
gency planning includes the possible reas- 
su m p tio n  fo r the M ag la j a rea , sh o u ld  
Britcavbat be redeployed to the Bihac pock- 
et, or the assum ing  o f  com m and of the 
Canadian B attalion 's (Canbat) area in the 
eventuality that they are moved

Other tasks have been performed on G5 
m atters, w orking c lose ly  w ith the C ivil 
Affairs side to the United Nations headed in 
our area by Mr Jay Carter. This area also 
proved to hold its fair share of frustration.

O ne p a r tic u la r  ex am p le  c o n ce rn ed  
water and electricity in the Vitez pocket 
region, where the Croats inside the pocket 
controlled the electricity that ran out to the 
su rro u n d in g  M u slim  a re a s , w h il s t the 
M uslims controlled the water supply that 
flowed into the pocket The Muslims would 
not allow water to flow into the pocket until 
they had electricity, and vice-versa with the 
Croats, creating a Catch-22 situation

Once again , Battalion liaison officers 
Continued Page 38
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F ro m  Page 37
were required to try to negotiate a solution, 
and the eventual outcome saw a two-way 
f low o f  the re levan t  a m e n i t ie s .  D ur ing  
S e p te m b e r ,  m e m b e r s o f  C and D (Sp)  
Company, along with local volunteers and 
Royal Engineers helped rebuild a refugee 
centre in Han Bila. near Vitez. in order to 
accommodate the large numbers of Muslim 
refugees being expelled from Bosnian-Serb 
te rr i to ry  W hen these d isp laced  persons  
arrive, they have prac t i ally nothing in the 
way of personal possessions

Poachers have helped rebuild a schoo l 
and  show er  facilities in the camp, whilst  
W 0 2 s  Prime (CSM C Company) and W 0 2  
Beaumont (CSM D (Sp) Com pany) helped 
in their  ow n way by d e m o n s tra t in g  and 
o r g a n i s i n g  a r e a - c l e a n in g  a m o n g  the 
refugees

When the Batta lion arrived, there were 
eight  f reedom of movement routes open, 
allowing civilians lo cross the confrontation 
lines in order to visit fnends and relatives 
caught on the 'wrong' side of the lines when 
the war broke out. A s  this is being written, 
the number  of  routes has increased to  11, 
this being again secured through liaison and 
mediation. It is in this area, the 'return to 
normality ' , that the Battalion is justifiably 
p roud of its achievements On our arrival, 
the peace in central Bosnia  was a fragile 
o n e .  w ith num erous  ceasef i re  v io la t ions
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occurring on a daily basis (usually in the 
order of 40-50) and almost no movement 
be tw een  fac t ion  areas By the end of 
September, the number of  ceasefire viola- 
tions had reduced dramatically to the order 
of  four or five a day. and trade and large- 
scale movement by civilians across the con- 
frontation lines has been made possible

Events organised and monitored have 
included trips by Muslims into the Croat 
pocket to visit graves o f BiH soldiers killed 
in the fighting, and the movement of Croats 
out of the pocket to attend a religious ser- 
vice being held in Muslim-held territory

T he  C o m m a n d in g  O f f ice r  and 
Company Commanders have also appeared 
on local radio and television, occasionally 
even with the local BiH and HVO comman- 
ders, in an effort to relay the success story 
of central Bosnia to the local population

The Battalion played a rugby match 
against a local Muslim side at Zenica in 
July.

The Bosnian XV was their international 
side, but had lost 10 players killed during 
the fighting In front of over 1,000 specta- 
to rs  (m os t  o f  whom  were a rm ed) ,  and 
despite a hard fought match, (he Battalion 
unfortunately lost 6-4  A similar match was 
played in October (also in Zenica), but this 
time the Battalion won 66-3 — the rapid 
im prove m e n t  in the Battal ion  side due 
mainly  to some help  from the recently

arrived New Zealand Company
Other sporting events have included a 

football match against a local side (which 
the Battalion again unfortunately lost 6 - I ) ,  
and a games night between the Sergeants' 
Mess, (he local HVO commanders and the 
local BiH commanders. True to form, the 
local warring faction 's  com m anders  were 
thoroughly  e d u c a te d  in  the way of  the 
Sergean t ' s Mess ,  w i th  B r i g a d i e r  F ilip 
Filipovic (the local H VO com m ander) los- 
ing DM 100 lo the Mess funds There have 
also been ch i ld ren 's  pa r t ies  o rgan ised  at 
local schools, and culture nights in the base 
where local bands and musicians have been 
invited in.

The p ro g re s s  m a d e  in th e  journey 
towards a stable peace has not been made 
without the Poachers becoming the targets 
of local extremist elements who feared the 
peace was progressing loo quickly To dale. 
Battalion callsigns have had 417 small-arm 
rounds 54 mortar or arti llery rounds and 
one grenade tired or th r o w n  directly  at 
them In response ,  we have  t i re d  1,426 
sm all-arm rounds and 25 3 0 m m  rounds 
back, either against the Serbs,  Muslims or 
Croats

A s this is being written, the Battalion is 
preparing lo hand over to the 1st Battalion 
The Ro y al Highland Fusiliers a ft e r  what has 
been one of the most challenging and inter- 
esting six months the Poachers have faced

Left RSM.
C O .
Interpreter.

 Drum Major 
and CO's 
Driver
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Sponsored canoeing in Bosnia

Top The team', including interpreters, land-based support team and 
sea-based support team Above Sgt lan Roberts Capt Jon Heap and 

Axel Bisschop (UNHCR Logistics Officer)

C aptain J.M .H . Heap w rites -
EX POACHERS Paddle was a sponsored  
canoe/w indsurf exped itio n  fo r t he C apt 
Steve Wormald Trust and took place over 
the period Sept 30 to Oct 2 94 in Central 
Bosnia during Op Grapple 4 The idea origi
nated from Steve Wormald s great passion 
for windsurfing and canoeing, and form ed 
part of the efforts to raise m oney fo r his 
trust

The o u tlin e  p lan  w as to c a n o e  and 
windsurf from the Poachers' area of respon 
s ib i t y to  S p lit (p o rt o f e n try  fo r  O p 
G rapple 4 ) This would involve a distance 
o f  100 km dow n the R iv er R am a and 
Neretva through Mostar, and 120 km on the 
sea from Metkovic to Split

The canoe/windsurf team was to consist 
o f four people Capt Jon Heap and Axel 
B issch o p  (U N H C R  L o g is tic s  O f f ic e r )  
would canoe and windsurf the w hole way 
and be supported by Sgt lan Roberts d u ring 
the canoe phase, and Sgt Dobbs Carter dur
ing the w indsurf phase Logistic support 
was to be provided by a land and sea-based 
support team  lead  by C apt Paul B a iley  
(land-based) and Sgt S teve B row n (sea- 
based) In order to get the exercise o ff the 
ground, a num ber o f problem s had to be 
overcome

Firstly, we had to locate some canoes

and w indsurf boards, A search o f central 
Bosnia resulted in locating only one canoe 
(which was exchanged for a couple of bags 
o f UNHCR wheatflour!) A call back to rear 
party requesting that some canoes be sent

out from  G erm any resu lted  in the rapid  
deployment of six canoes, paddles, helmets, 
life  v e s ts  and sp ray d ec k s  (w h ic h  w ere 
unfortunately the wrong size!)

Continued Page 40
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The surf boards were eventually tracked 
dow n at the Hang Loose w indsurf centre on 
the island of Brac , o ff  the coast of Croatia. 
Som e hard negotiating (learnt from months 
o f  negotiating  w ith hard  line Croats and 
Bosnians in Central Bosnia), resulted in a 
d ea l be ing  s tru c k  fo r  the  h ire  o f  th re e  
Mistral boards and a selection of sails and 
o ther equipment.

The next problem to be overcome con
c e rn e d  our ow n p e rso n a l se c u rity . T he 
canoe phase along the river involved canoe
ing through M albat's and Spabat's AOR as 
w ell as through our own. Consequently they 
w ere asked to investigate the possibility of 
m ines along the river banks and any other 
security issues we should be aware about. 
U nfortunate ly  the repo rts  back  w ere not 
g oo d . The firs t 40  km  o f  the  river w ere 
heavily mined along the river banks. There 
was also the risk o f mines actually being in 
the river as a result o f being washed off the 
banks when the river was last in flood.

Further to this, Spabat w ere very con
cerned that our efforts to canoe through the 
centre o f  Mostar m ight be m isunderstood by 
the  HVO and BiH and be regarded  a s  a 
B o sn ian  Serb in f iltra tio n . T h e ir o v e ra ll 
assessment was that our expedition was not 
advisable! (In hindsight they proved to be 
correct, because over 300 shells impacted in 
and around M ostar on the day the exped i
tion started.

W e decided  to rev ise  o u r  plans and 
change the route slightly to by-pass the trou
ble areas. The new route now involved us 
starting 10 km south o f M ostar, and left us 
w ith 180 km to canoe and windsurf.

So after a couple o f  hours practising on 
the River Bosna through Zenica, the team  
set off to Gornji V akuf on Sept 29 overnight 
prior to setting off for M ostar at 0430 hours 
on Sept 30. A fter final preparations at the 
r iv e r 's  edge the team  lau n ch ed  at 0 7 3 0  
h o u rs. The riv e r  w as at fu ll flow w hich  
m ade the going fast initially. However, after 
tw o hours, the flow o f the river decreased 
d ram a tica lly  and p ro g re ss  becam e a lot 
harder.

M eanw hile, the  lan d -b ased  and sea- 
based support teams had problem s of their 
o w n  to sort o u t. W e h ad  h ea rd  o n  th e  
T hursday  evening th a t the HVO so ld iers 
had gone on strike (it could only happen in 
B o sn ia !)  and that they  had b lo ck ed  the 
C roatian customs post in Metkovic. Hence, 
not only were the canoeists going to have 
p rob lem s getting through custom s, bu t so 
w as the land-based support team.

On closer inspection it transpired that 
th e  so ld iers had  b eco m e b o red  and had  
a llo w ed  the b o rd er c ro ss in g  point to re 

open. In order not to be seen to be evading 
custom s, the o fficials were asked if they 
would object to us canoeing across the bor
der. To say the least, they were amazed that 
we were attempting such a feat and decided 
that they w anted to speak with us as we 
canoed passed.

A rendezvous was made at a suitable 
point where the customs officials could gain 
access to the river. The offic ial seem ed 
totally bem used by the whole thing, and 
after the m andatory question, "H ave you 
anything to declare?" customs were cleared 
at 1230 hours.

Meanwhile the sea-based support team 
was having problems. It had left Vitez on 
the morning of Thursday in order to get to 
Split to collect the safety boat and the wind
surf board. However, things stopped going 
to plan when the semi-rigid inflatable boat 
was being moved out o f its storage onto the 
back of the four-tonne truck. A 12-inch nail 
caught the side o f the boat, dam aging it 
beyond immediate repair. Undeterred, Sgt 
Steve Brown headed off to the RE resources 
yard in Split and fortunately w as able to 
pick up a spare boat. Despite this, the team 
made it lo the RV at the mouth o f the river 
with the safety boat in the w ater and the 
boards and rigs ready to go.

This was much to the pleasure o f  the 
canoeists who had spent the last three hours 
battling against a head wind and an incom
ing tide, and were thoroughly looking for
ward to  the p rospect o f a 'b la s t’ on the 
boards to rest their sore rears! Despite the 
fact that the wind was actually blowing in 
the wrong direction  we decided to ju m p

onto the boards and finish the last leg of day 
one windsurfing.

This proved to be the wrong decision, 
because very shortly the wind died, leaving 
us stranded off a headland, and having to 
pum p ' the sail to ge t us into the  shore 

again. So as daylight ran out at 1830 hours, 
we decided to call it a day. having complet
ed 58 km canoeing and 7 km windsurfing.

A ccom m odation fo r the night was in 
the form of campbeds on the UNHCR ware
house  f lo o r  in M e tk o v ic . R e v e ille  on 
Saturday morning w as at 0430 hours, and 
by 0630 hours we w ere back on the water 
again in our canoes.

At 0830 hours another temporary prob
lem was encountered when the safety boat 
engine decided it had come far enough and 
exp loded . R a th e r th an  lose fo u r to five 
hours w aiting  fo r a spare  e n g in e  to  be 
brought out. we decided to canoe on without 
the safety boat, sticking closer lo the coast
line for safety p u rposes. M eanw hile the 
safety boat was recovered and the engine 
driven dow n to S p lit for replacem ent A 
replacement engine w as found, but not in 
time to be used dial day.

As the day progressed it was hoped that 
the wind would pick up, but unfortunately 
this was not to be the case. Not a breath of 
wind all day, much to  the d istress o f the 
canoeists, and to the anger o f Sgt Dobbs 
Carter, who was still patiently m onitoring 
our progress with three rigs prepared in the 
back o f  the fo u r- to n n e  truck . A s n ig h t 
approached fast, we decided to call it a day 
at 1630 hours, having completed 50 km in 

Continued Page 41

The land-based support team with Capt Jon Heap and Axel Bisschop
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News from the Poachers

The Adriatic 
-  a Royal 

Navy 
exchange

Pte Brown (B C om pany) w rites:
I WAS lucky enough  to be se lec ted  as 
p art of an exchange tr ip  betw een m em 
bers o f  the B a tta lio n  an d  m e m b e rs  o f 
HMS Brave. I could not believe m y luck 
as I had  only been w ith  the B a tta lion  fo r 
a  few weeks, and  I h ad  becom e th e  fo r
tunate  m em ber o f B C om pany  selected 
to go to  sea.

T h e  ex ch an g e  s ta r t e d  w ith  a  six- 
h ou r t r ip  to S p lit v ia M o s ta r  -  it w as 
good to see m ore o f Bosnia an d  C ro a tia  
on the  way to  S p lit. W e h ad  a d a y  in 
Split, w hich is a d if fe re n t w o rld  fro m  
C entral Bosnia -  slipper city com pared  
with G ornji Vakuf. I spent th a t day  d iv
ing o ff the  p ie r  a n d  sw im m in g  in  the  
A driatic Sea.

Sometime in the  a fternoon  of Ju ly  4, 
we took off in a R oyal N avy L ynx  fo r 
the jo u rn ey  to  the  sh ip , w hich  w as an 
excellent trip . T he pilot flew ju s t above 
the sea and over the  m any sm all islands 
an d  fish in g  b o a ts . W e la n d e d  o n  th e  
flight deck o f H M S B rav e , w h ich  can  
hold tw o  Sea S k e w e r-e q u ip p e d  L ynx  
helicopters when on patro l.

W e w ere m et by the  C P O  w ho  we

Pte Brown 
(B
Company) 
on board 
HMS Brave 
in the 
Adriatic.

quickly nam ed 'B lue  B e a rd ’ -  I suppose 
he w ould  be  th e  o n e  w ho  w o u ld  hav e  
m a d e  u s  w a lk  th e  p la n k  i f  w e  w e re  
c a u g h t w ith  th e  W R E N s a f te r  ‘e ig h t 
bells’ (there  w ere W R EN s o n  board ).

T he nex t day  we m et th e  C a p ta in , 
who I had  expected  to be  a  salty  sea  dog 
with one leg an d  a p a r ro t on  h is shoul
d er, hut who was actually  a  nice bloke.

T a sk s  on  b o a rd  w e re  v a r ie d ,  b u t 
sw abbing the  decks w as n o t inc luded . I 
was also given the jo b  o f p o w d er m on

key because one  o f  th e  W R EN s to ld  me 
“to  leave h e r  face p o w d er a lone, you lit
tle  m onkey.”

I th o r o u g h ly  e n jo y e d  m y t im e  on 
H M S B rave, an d  I will n ev er fo rg e t the 
experience o f  th e  th in g s  I saw , includ ing  
th e  do lph ins a longside  the  sh ip  an d  leap
ing  from  th e  w ate r.

T h e  c re w  w e re  o u t s ta n d in g ,  a n d  
could not d o  en o u g h  fo r  us. All I can  say 
is th a t I a m  g lad  I w as lucky enough  to 
be  selected to  go.

From Page 40
10 straight hours o f canoeing.

Accommodation for the night was in a 
UN campsite between M etkovic and Split. 
Cooking was done centrally  and by 2100 
hours the three canoeists were in bed asleep, 
leaving the support teams to prepare fo r the 
final day 's activities.

Another early start on Sunday at 0430 
hours saw  us back  on the w a te r  in our 
canoes at 0630 hours. There was a hint of 
wind which indicated that the wind would 
pick up as the day grew older.

In fact, two hours later, as we crossed a 
large bay, the wind picked up dramatically, 
but unfortunately g iven the layout o f  the 
cliffs, it was impossible to get the w indsurf 
boards dow n to the w aters ed g e , so  we 
decided to canoe on. As we approached a 
suitable launching spot for the surf boards.

the  w ind d ec id ed  to  p lay  no  lo n g e r  and 
dropped suddenly from a force 5 to  a force 
1. Despite attempts by Sgt Dobbs C arter to 
persuade us it was only a gentle lull in the 
w ind, w e d ec id ed  to  c a rry  on can o e in g , 
know ing that tim e w as sho rt and th a t we 
could not afford to be stranded out to sea 
again with no wind. So, w ith another 30 km 
to go, we said goodbye to the land-based 
support team for the last time (and an upset 
Sgt Dobbs Carter) and proceeded to enter 
the mouth of Split harbour.

By th is  stag e  a ll o f  u s w ere  to ta lly  
exhausted, and to make the last leg harder 
we were up against an outgoing tide which 
reduced our progress dram atically. Finally, 
at 1730 hours we landed at D ivulge Hard 
(HQ Britfor, Split), having canoed the last 
65 km in 11 hours. Rather than a ‘heroes' 
welcome, we were greeted by an irate Croat

security guard  w ho said that we could not 
land there. To cu t a  long story short, he was 
diplom atically to ld  that having ju st canoed 
180 km w e had no  intention o f  going any 
further. N eedless to  say, w e did not canoe 
any further!

So, desp ite  the  num erous h iccups and 
the fact that there w as no wind, the journey 
o f  180 km  w as com pleted  in 31 hours, o f  
which 173 km were canoed and 7 km wind
surfed. As this is written, it is still hoped to 
r e a c h  th e  o r ig in a l  ta rg e t  o f  ra is in g  
DM5,000.

F inally , m an y  thanks fo r the trem en
dous support from  the land and sea-based 
support teams, and  from  the generous dona
tions fro m  th e  o f f ic e rs , so ld ie rs  and aid 
o rg a n is a t io n s  w h o  sp o n s o re d  th e  t r ip .  
W ithout them , the exercise could not have 
been such a  success.
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Capt Gibson firing an AT-4 Anti Tank missile while on exchange with the US Guard

T H E  S tee lb ack s  h a v e  had  a fun  and  c h a l
leng ing  su m m er d u rin g  w h ich  m em bers o f 
th e  B attalion  h av e  tak en  p a rt in a d iv e rse  
r a n g e  o f  m i l i t a r y  t r a i n i n g ,  o v e r s e a s  
exchanges and ex erc ises, adven tu re  tra in in g  
an d  the lu ll ran g e  o f  B a tta lio n  socia l and  
spo rting  events.

T raining
T H E e a r ly  p a r t  o f  th e  s u m m e r  s aw  the  
B a t ta lio n  ta k e  p a rt in Ex V ik in g  H e lm e t 
w h ich  w as C P X  sp o n so re d  an d  run b y  54 
( E a s t A n g lia ) B rig ad e , It w as d e sig n e d  to 
t r a in  the  B a t ta l io n  in i ts  m il i ta r y  H o m e  
D efence  role, ll invo lved  the  m ajority o f  the 
B atta lio n ’s h ie rarchy , w ho sp en t the w eek 
en d  battling  a gainst in su rg en ts , respelling  an 
inv ad in g  force  and  d ealing  w ith  serious d is
aste rs  in support o f the c ivil au thorities .

A ba tta lion  study  day  in June saw  the 
o ffice rs  en joy ing  a good b e a s ting across the 
P eak  D istric t, in te rspe rsed  w ith  a num ber of 
stands aim ed  at bo th  testing  a n d  stim ulating  
th e ir  grey m atter.

T he JN C O s w e re  e n te rta in ed  by W 0 2  
K C  Jones at the F ib u a  village. Stanta w here  
h e  w as a b le  to  te a c h  th e m  th e  b a s ic s  o f  
F ibua . T hese  sk ills  w ere p u t in p rac tise  in 
Ju ly  when the  B atta lion  to o k  part in F ib u a  
w eekend  at L ongm oor.

E lem ents o f  254 F ield A m bu lance  and 
C am bridge  A C F  jo in e d  us on  this ex erc ise  
en ab lin g  us to p rac tise  C asev ac  p rocedures.

Annual camp
T H E  m ajor tra in in g  e v en t o f  the y ear w as 
a n n u a l  c a m p ,  w h ic h  to o k  p la c e  at 
O k e h a m p to n  T r a i n in g  C a m p  d u r i n g  
S e p te m b e r. A lth o u g h  the m a jo rity  o f  the 
B atta lion  a ttended , the R ecce  Platoon w ere 
c o n c u r r e n t ly  o n  E x e r c i s e  T u r t l e  R e e f ,  
A scen sio n  Is lan d  a n d  the  A ssau lt P io n e e r  
P la toon  took  part in a  sp ec ia lised  course  run 
b y  E ast M id land  S p e c ia lis t T rain ing  T eam  
a t H alton  C am p , L a n c a sh ire . A  full rep o rt 
o n  Ex T urtle  R eef is  seen  e lsew here  in the 
m agazine.

T he cam p  w as a  h uge  success . It w as 
p r im a r i ly  a c a d r e  c a m p  a n d  a im e d  at 
in c reasin g  the n u m b ers  o f  c o u rse -q u a lifie d  
pe rsonnel w ith in  the  B atta lion . The B rigade  
S p e c ia l is t  T ra in in g  T e a m  ra n  a s e r ie s  o f

co u rses  fo r the B attalion  inc lud ing  R ange 
M a n a g e m e n t C o u rs e  s tag e s  1 -3 . R an g e  
A uthorisation C ourses stages 4 -5  and POW  
Handling. A dditionally the Battalion Signal 
P latoon ran TA R U  and standard ll cadres.

T hose not involved in courses took pan  
in a liv e  f ir in g  package  w hich , w hen  not 
stopped by bad w eather, was very success
ful, a llow ing  m any o f the B attalion to  fire 
w eapons system s such as 66m m  LAW and

the 51m m  m ortar.
In the second w eek  each m em ber o f the 

B attalion had tw o  d a y s  adven tu re  train ing . 
This c o n s is te d  o f  a d a y 's  c l im b in g  a n d  

ab se iling  in C h ee se r ing Q uarry , w hich  by 
all accounts m anaged  to  scare m ost people, 
This was fo llow ed by a day' s w atersports  on 
a nearby re servo ir d u rin g  which a ll had a go 
at sailing , c an o e in g  an d  w in d su rfin g . The 
package w as en jo y ed  by all. p e rh ap s  m ore
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News from the Steelbacks

Above. Maj N A Ffitch leading 3 (Cambs) Company into the heat of battle at 
Longmoor camp. Right: Sgt McPoland has a ‘tea stop' during the march and shoot 
competition at Okehampton camp. Below: handover of 3 (Cambs) Company from 

Maj N A Ffitch (right) to Maj J M Davidson at annual camp

so due to the light-hearted approach of the 
civilian instructors

Our Band and Corps of Drums had a 
particularly busy cam p period with many 
external engagements supporting the local 
Army Benevolent Fund appeals and Royal 
B ritish  L eg io n s. They w ere  very w ell 
received, gaining much support from  the 
local public and coverage from the media 

One of the highlights of the camp w as a 
number o f volunteers from the B attalion 
a ttem pting  the R oyal M arines 30 m iles

across Dartmoor, which has to be completed 
in under eight hours. Maj Ffitch led one of 
the two teams to success, just squeezing in 
w ithin the time allowed All those who took 
part demonstrated great strength and deter
mination.

Exchange
CAPT G u y G ib son the  B a tta lio n  O ps 
O fficer was lucky enough  to spend two 
weeks on an exchange with the US National 
G uard Me was attached to a Heli Mobile.

Light lnfantry Unit the 1 -1 12th lnfantry. 
For the p e rio d  o f  the a ttach m en t the 
Battalion carried out annual training.

This involved practising its war role 
(clear a mine and wire obstacle, break into 
an enemy trench system and clear it) and 
firing platoon weapons.

The rec ip ro ca l leg of the exchange 
coincided with our annual camp when we 
en terta ined  Capt R ichard Schuman who 
came from a US Army Reserve Unit where 

Continued Page 46
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Castle Focus

Presentation of 
colours to be 

highlight of 1995

WE have asked our C olonel-in- 
C h ie f , H er M a je s ty  Q u e e n  
Elizabeth The Queen Mother, to  
officiate at the presentation o f  
new Colours to the 1st and 2 n d  
Battalions on Saturday April 2 9 .

We hope very much to h o ld  
the parade at the Im perial W a r 
Museum in Duxford or failing th a t
Hyderabad Barracks in Colchester.

The parade will start at 1130  
and lunch will be available in  
marquees afterwards. Entrance a t 
either venue will be free; packed 
lunches will be available at £ 1 0 
each approxim ately  (and th e y  
will be good ones!). Those w h o  
find this too expensive can b ring  
picnics. Bars will be av a ilab le . 
Please fill in your proforma early.

All m em bers o f  the R e g i 
m ental A sso c ia tio n  and th e i r
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Castle Focus

families are welcome as are all 
m em bers o f form er R egim ent 
associations. For retired Associa
tion members -  RHQ and Area 
Secretaries will give you further 
details as they unfold.

C onsequent on the success 
o f the M useum  A p p e a l, we

expect to ask the Imperial War 
M useum  at D u x fo rd  to  s ta rt 
b u ild in g  the  R eg im en ta l 
Museum in January ’95 so that 
we can hold an opening ceremo
ny in the late sum m er o f  that 
year. Watch this space!

B eca u se  o f  th e s e  e v e n ts .

com bined with 1995 being the 
50th anniversary of VJ and VE 
days, there w ill be no Royal 
Anglian Regiment Association 
Gathering in 1995. Additionally 
there will be no Officers’ Club 
Annual Cocktail Party usually 
held in May each year.
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News from the Steelbacks

From Page 43
he is the C om pany C om m ander of an 
Aviation Battalion.

Although the Battalion was unable to 
offer him any helicopters, he certainly got 
stuck in and particularly enjoyed the British 
style field firing. He was last seen up to his 
neck in a Dartmoor stream whilst taking 
part in a Pairs Fire and Marine Field Firing 
Exercise.

Postings
Maj N A Ffitch handed over command of 3 
(Cambs) Company to Capt J M Davidson. 
Maj Ffitch has taken over OC RR&TT.

C ap t D F ash a m  h a s  tra n sfe rre d  to 
RARO handing over 21C  1 Com pany to 
Capt J Doule who transferred from ULOTC.

W 0 2  S m ith  has m oved  to  CUO TC 
handing over CSM  I C om pany to W 02 
Hicks. W 02 Dilks has moved to be Weapon 
T ra in ing  W arrant O ffice r, handing over 
CSM HQ Company to W 0 2  De'ath.

Awards
THE follow ing B attalion  personnel have 
been awarded their Territorial Efficiency 
M edal (T E M ): W 0 2  B in g h am , W 0 2  
McCartney, CSgt Griffiths, CSgt Slater. Sgt 
Monger. Sgt Hank and Cpl Meadwell.
W 0 2  M eadw ell w as p re sen ted  with his 
Fourth Bar to his TEM, for 37 years’ volun
tee r  se rv ic e , by the  L o rd  L ie u te n an t 
Cambridgeshire, J G P Crowden, K St J JP. 
The occasion was particularly special as his 
son Cpl Meadwell was presented his TEM.
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Above W02 Meadwell and son Cpl Meadwell, having been awarded 4th Clasp to 
TEM and TEM respectively by the Lord Lieutenant of Cambridgeshire. Below Sgt 

McPoland and Pte Conway set the pace in the Battalion march and shoot.
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News from the Steelbacks

Above: Capt Seal and patrol from Recce P1, Ascension Island. Below: Cpl Hearn 
and Section on Ascension Island. Bottom: 1 Company's canoe team, Okehampton

Flight to 
Ascension 

Island
Capt Tim Seal, OC Recce, writes :- 
F O LL O W IN G  the Reece Platoon win in 
Hit- Brigade M ilitary Skills Com petition, 
the B a tta lio n  re w a rd e d  us w ith  a two- 
w eek d e ta c h m e n t  to  R A F A scension  
Island.

W e w ere assured  th a t it was a cold, 
volcanic island covered only in black ash 
(this w as possibly a  de liberate  attem pt at 
m is in fo rm a tio n  p u t o u t by th e  in h ab i
tan ts to put off  the hordes of ‘indulgers’).

SPSI (W 0 2  B ark er) and I completed 
o u r  R ecce in M ay a n d  the  w hole two- 
w eek p e r io d  w as p la n n e d  in o u tlin e . 
Before we knew  it, all the w arm -up tra in 
ing an d  inocu la tions w ere over and the 
t im e  h a d  co m e  to  h e a d  o u t  on th e  
advance party  to Ascension and  prepare 
for the  a rriva l of  32 highly-m otivated sol
diers.

T e m p e ra tu re s  in M ay h ad  ranged  
from  80-100 deg F , b u t when we arrived 
in the m iddle o f the Ascension winter in 
Septem ber the w eather had deteriorated  
som ew hat and  we even had ra in  (albeit 
w arm  trop ical rain) on a couple of days.

As the SPSI and  I met the T ris ta r a t 
W idew are A irhead , we were greeted by 
the sight of 32 ‘bone-h ead ’ haircu ts (Pte 
S c r iv e n e r  h av in g  gone m ad a t  the TA 
C entre  with his electric clippers).

A dm inistration  w as quickly complet
ed  a n d  th e  la d s  w e re  ta k e n  to  th e i r  
a c c o m m o d a t io n  -  a n  a n n e x  a r e a  o f 
T ravellers Hill w hich was affectionately 
known as Soweto.

As they stood in their shanty-tow n’ 
on an overcoat w in te r 's  day, faint ru m 
blings o f "W e ’ve been had”  and “ If we 
had lost the com petition  we would have 
had to come here fo r four weeks" could 
be heard  am ong the m ore cynical m em 
bers o f the platoon.

T h e ir  feelings e v a p o ra te d  im m edi
ately a s the sun rose on the firs t m orning
lo reveal a b righ t, lush island basking in 
tem pera tu res o f 85-90  deg F.

As 4 0 % o f tho se  a t te n d in g  had  no 
previous Recce experience, the firs t four 
days were spent on specialist tra in ing  to 
e n su re  a  com m on s ta n d a rd  existed for 

Continued Page 49
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News from the Steelbacks
From Page 48 
the exercise phase.

D espite the searing  heal and  h u m id i
ty , every  m an  com pleted  t r a in in g  fro m  
basic O P  w ork th rough  ske tch-m apping , 
C T R 's  a n d  caches to  se a b o rn e  la n d in g  
opera tions.

M ovem ent betw een the  v a rio u s  BEs 
a nd le s so n s  w as on  fo o t c a r r y in g  fu ll 
b e rg an s  to  speed up  th e  acc lim atisa tio n  
process.

T h e  e x e rc ise  b e g a n  on th e  m id d le  
w eek e n d  fo llo w in g  a  se r ie s  o f  I n t re p s  
w hich we re  so believable th a t num ero u s 
lad s r a n g  hom e to  say t hey w ere  being  
deployed to South A m erica.

T h e  w ho le  p la to o n  w as e v a c u a te d  
e a r ly  o n e  m o rn in g  to  th e  " M a e rsk  
A sc e n s io n ' ta n k e r  vessel p e rm a n e n t ly  
m oored  a  mile o ffshore . H ere, task fo rce  
tra in in g  w as ca rried  o u t d u r in g  th e  d a y 
whilst ju n io r com m anders received th e ir 
a id e rs .

F our O p  parties w ere pul a sh o re  by 
je t  boats , sw im m ing ashore to locate th e ir 
kit a t  p re -a rra n g e d  cache sites. T h e ir  log
ging, rep o rtin g  and C TR  rep o rts  led us to 
a  p la to o n -sized live a tta c k  on th e  enem y 
h e a d q u a r te rs  w hich was very realistically  
se t  u p  by t he S P S I a n d  S /S g t S m ith  
(R em e).

T h e  a t ta c k  su ccessfu lly  c o m p le te d , 
t he eight m ile tab  across d ifficult country  
began. As fully laden sold iers r a n  to  keep 
up , we tu rn e d  the firs t bend a ro u n d  the 
h ills  o n ly  to  rev ea l th e  B e d fo rd  I h ad

organised to tran sp o rt th e  by now weary 
troops.

The m ost difficult a spect o f  o u r stay 
at A scension  w as com ing  to te rm s  with 
th e  u n u su a l  c o n s t r a in t s  p u t  u p o n  us. 
These w ere typified  by o u r  exercise being 
cu t sh o rt because ‘C h ris  th e  a r m o u re r ’ 
was going on leave.

The last few days w ere  taken  up with 
s p o r ts  d a y , p o s t-e x  a d m in  a n d  K& K. 
R &R tim e was split b e tw een  Fishing for

60lb tu n a , visitin g th e  free  o u td o o r cine
m a at th e  US M ain  B ase, an d  freq u e n tin g  
local c lu b s  w h e re  it  w as ru m o u re d  th a t  
the  beer w as s tro n g  a n d  cheap .

As we laid  in th e  sun  on th e  last day  
w aiting  fo r  o u r  flight to Brize N o rto n , a 
sudden  feeling  o f  sym pathy  w ashed over 
us as we th o u g h t o f  the  re m a in d e r  o f the  
B a t t a l i o n  in  n o n - s to p  r a i n  a t
O k eh am p to n  -  it soon  passed!

The Reconnaissance Platoon on Travellers Hill, Ascension Island

Anglers catch
a good haul

W O 2 A lan Dent w rite s :-
The Steelbacks held their second Battalion 
C o a rs e  A n g lian  C h a m p io n s h ip s  at 
Coldham s Lane lake on Sunday July 3. It 
was a very warm, humid day, and a  dozen 
h o p efu ls  a ttended the draw  for pegs at 
0800 hrs

Plenty of roach and perch were caught 
by everyone (bream were conspicuous by 
th e ir  absence) and five hours la te r  Pte 
Harry Worth from HQ Company hauled in 
13 1 lbs to win a close com petition from 
CSgt Eddie Kretay and Pte Alex. Larham.

Pte Lynn Martin was first lady com 
petitor, and HQ Company was the w inning 
company.

A n e x c e lle n t d a y ’s f is h in g , even  
though quite a few ‘got away’!



T H E  second half o f the year proved  to  be 
excep tiona lly  full, the bulk o f this y e a r 's  
field training being conducted over the last 
six months. July saw a  change in em phasis 
with the B attalion concen trating  cm Fibua 
tra in in g . A and  H Q  C o m p a n ie s  s p e n t a 
w eekend at the F ibua  com plex  at S tan ta , 
whilst B and C Com panies were on a w eek
end a t Longmoor.

T he B atta lio n  then  co n d u c ted  a  FTX  
utilising the excellent facilities at Copehill 
Down, Salisbury Plain. Copehill Down is a 
la rge  p u rp o se -b u ilt  tra in in g  fa c ility  that 
enables all aspects o f  Fibua to be practised. 
Based on a  central village it offers a  large 
num ber o f  bu ild ings vary ing  from  m u lti
story structures to 'bom bed ou t' shells. In 
addition, a challenging urban assault course 
has been built consisting  o f  clim bs, aerial 
w alkw ays and underground craw ls. It was 
with anticipation that the Battalion left bar
racks on the Friday night.

The drive  dow n was a log istic  feat in 
itse lf w ith the Battalion m oving com plete  
w ith all its equipm ent and am m unition. The 
road move was a long one and it was not 
until 0200  hrs that the B atta lio n  w as on 
S a lis b u ry  P la in  in its  a s s e m b ly  a re a . 
W ithout pause the R ifle  C om panies w ent 
s tra ig h t in to  b a ttle  p ro c e d u re , A a n d  B 
Com panies moving to a line o f  departure for 
a daw n a ttack , w hilst C  C om pany m oved  
into the village preparing its defence.

As daw n cam e the firs t a tta ck  o f  the 
weekend went in. The problem s o f  lighting 
a three dim ensional battle in unfam iliar sur
ro u n d in g s  so o n  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t .  T h e  
attacking com panies, how ever, quickly  ra l
lied and the attack was soon over. D uring 
the attack echelon had not been idle and  a 
w e ll e a rn e d  b re a k fa s t  w as so o n  b e in g  
enjoyed by everyone.

D e sp ite  the  fa c t  th a t  m o s t o f  th e  
Battalion had been on the go all night there 
was no tim e to rest. The Fibua training team  
b ased  a t C o p eh ill D ow n had  a s e r ie s  o f  
lessons to  teach. These included the Urban 
A s s a u l t  C o u rs e ,  c a s u a l ly  e v a c u a t io n ,  
defence o f  a house and the platoon attack. 
T his proved to he a very inform ative m orn 
ing with even the old hands learning a few 
new tricks o f the trade '.

A fte r the  le sso n s , the  B a tta lio n  w as

quickly engrossed  again with battle  p roce
dure. This tim e B Com pany was to defend 
the  v il la g e  w h ils t  A and  C  C o m p a n ie s  
attacked. T he lessons o f  the day had been 
assim ilated and the break-in battle  and the 
fight through proved quick  and effective.

The final phase o f  the w eekend saw A 
C om pany taking its turn to defend  the vil
lage. There was more tim e for battle p roce
dure during this phase w hich a llow ed  the 
R econnaissance Platoon to establish covert 
observation posts to m onitor A C om pany’s 
p re p a ra tio n s . U sing  th is  in fo rm a tio n  (he 
M achine Gun P latoon , under the c o v er o f  
darkness, established  a fire base . As daw n 
cam e on the Sunday . S alisbury  Plain was 
aw akened to  the ra ttle  o f  the S F  m achine 
g u n s .  B a n d  C C o m p a n ie s  u s in g  th e  
m achine guns as cover, quickly m anaged to 
gain a foothold on the edge o f the village. A 
Com pany, how ever, had also used  the n igh t

to good effect and had been  able to  devise a 
very  e ffec tiv e  d e fe n s iv e  p lan . E ven tua lly  
the a tta c k in g  c o m p a n ie s  in c h e d  fo rw ard  
u s in g  c o -o rd in a te d  l i r e  an d  m o v e m e n t. 
Suddenly it was all over and  a tired but e la t
ed Battalion fell in for breakfast.

The work though w as not over, with the 
v illage having to  be c lean ed  be fo re  being 
h an d ed  hack to  the F ib u a  tra in in g  team . 
M any hands, how ever, m ake light work and 
th e  jo b  w as  s o o n  d o n e .  E v e ry o n e  th en  
m o u n te d  up fo r  th e  jo u rn e y  h o m e . T h e  
w eekend was excep tiona lly  dem anding  by 
a n y o n e 's  s tan d a rd , b ut a ll c om m en ted  on 
how good it was to  see the B attalion operat
ing as a  c o n s o lid a te d  w h o le  in t he fie ld  
where u ought to  be E xperience gained by 
the com m and structure a t all le v e l ' proved 
invaluable later in the y ear on Dartm oor.

In a d d i t io n  to  t he F ib u a  t r a in in g ,  A 
Continued Page 52

W02 Hammond explains the SF during the Suffolk Show
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News from the 6th Battalion

Above: OC B Company, Maj Simon Dixon and CSM Welton serve breakfast at the 
end of the Fibua weekend. Right: LCpI Lunn takes a well earned break during Fibua 
training. Below: CSgts Atkins and Eales concoct a plan during the Fibua weekend.
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Top: Lts Roger Hoyle and Richard Jacobs debriefing their OC at Endex. 
Above: RSM Duncan prepares to nibble W02 Anderson’s ear. 

Below: The SF adding their weight to the firefight.

Company also found time to be attached to 
5 R Anglian for Exercise V iking Helmet. 
T h is  w as B rig ad e  ru n  N a tio n a l H om e 
Defence CPX, which proved to be a valu
able learn ing  v eh ic le  fo r all concerned. 
Unfortunately it now looks like being the 
last Exercise V iking H elm et as 54 (EA) 
Brigade disbands next year. Also during this 
period the Ops Officer, Capt Matthew Ellis, 
ran  an N BC in s tru c to r s  c a d re  and the 
Adjutant, Capt Adrian Gosling, conducted a 
young officers training weekend.

A fter the F ibua , the  B a tta lion  again 
switched em phasis starting the build up to 
camp. The theme this year was the advance 
and the attack. After sum m er block leave, 
the com panies d ep loyed  on a  num ber o f 
field training w eekends aim ed at revising 
and practising individual skills and sub-unit 
procedures. Running parallel to this training 
th e  2 IC , M aj T ony  M c A rd le , ran tw o 
Battalion CPXs. These certainly ironed out 
any cobwebs and ensured the smooth run
ning o f the Battalion net during camp.

The h igh ligh t o f  th e  last period was, 
however, camp. This year it took place at 
Okehampton, Dartmoor. An ambitious pro
gram m e o f  even ts w as devised . By hard 
w ork, carefu l p lann ing  and by virtue o f  
some excellent w eather, all the aims were 
ach iev ed . If  th e  tr ip  to  C o p e h ill Down 
seemed long, the trip to  Dartmoor seemed 
never-ending. Saturday was spent on the 
road. By tea, the Battalion had once again 
managed to pick itself up and move ‘lock, 
stock and b arre l' a d istance  o f  over 300 
miles. The few stragglers were soon recov
ered, allowing training to start on Sunday.

For most o f the Battalion, the first week 
of camp was spent on the ranges completing 
field firing, starting w ith the APW T, and 
finishing with live firing Company attacks. 
T he firs t th ree  day s w ere  co n tro lle d  at 
Company level, allowing the basic drills to 
be mastered. The pairs fire and manoeuvre 
and section attacks not only tested the sol
d iers taking part but a lso  the range sta ff 
p lan n in g  the  d a y s  f ir in g . O C  T ra in in g  
Platoon. Maj David W inn, had the unenvi
able task o f  heading up the Range Team for 
the platoon and Com pany attack ranges on 
Thursday and Friday. A fter a great deal of 
preparation and briefings, the final two days 
went very smoothly. A tribute to the profes
sionalism o f Maj Winn and his team.

However, the first week was not all field 
firing. On M onday the W arrant O fficers' 
and Sergean ts' M ess w ere  invited  to the 
O fficers’ Mess for drinks. A ‘quiet'  night 
was had by all with m uch lamp swinging 
evident. Also a  number o f  cadres were run. 
T h e  A ssa u lt P io n e e rs , u n d e r L t Jo h n  

Continued Page 54
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Above: The Brigade Comd, Brigadier A J K Calder OBE with 
the medal recipients after the Drumhead Service. Right: SSgt 

Smith and Cpl Moon rebuilding yet another vehicle at 
Dartmoor. Below: The CO, Lt Col Charles Thomas, after the 

final attack on Dartmoor.
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CSgt Conopo corrects Cpl Seely’s Vidal Sassoon masterpiece.

From Page 52
Hadaway and CSgt Eaton (both Ex RE), 
deployed to Wyke Regis where they prac
tised all their skills including bridge mak
ing. This proved very effective in the sec
ond week. In addition to the trad itional 
assault pioneer skills, they also practised 
watermanship using different craft. These 
varied from rafts to rigid raiders.

The Signals Platoon, under Capt Chris 
St John and PSI Sgt Shand, ran a Standard
ll  cadre which certainly tested everyone 
concerned. This essential skill was mastered 
by most and practised extensively during 
the FTX in week two. CSgt Conopo ran a 
Sniper Cadre during both weeks o f  camp, 
m ain ta in in g  the art in the  co m p an ies . 
Finally the specialist platoons of Recce and 
MGs used this first week to practise and 
revise their skills ready for the FTX.

Friday Sept 30 was the designated visi
tors’ day. We were very happy to welcome 
Brig Tony C alder (C om m ander 54 (EA 
Brigade), Lt Col Ian Cartwright (Dept Sec 
TAVRA East A nglia), Col Pat B oddye 
(C hairm an  E ssex  T A V R A ), Maj C arol 
Gurney (Chairman Suffolk TAVRA) and 
C ol Bev Sm allye (TA  C ol ED1ST). The 
Adjutant had laid on a number of activities 
and, contrary to a few side wagers, the plan 
actually worked. They all came to dinner in 
the evening. Also attending the dinner was 
Maj Desmond Williamson from IMRO(S). 
Sadly Lt Gen W alker CBE could not join 
us, the 30th being the last day in office as 
ACGS. Next year Sir, please.

Friday night and Saturday was a stand- 
down, allowing the Battalion to gather its 
breath and prepare itself for the forthcoming 
test exercise. First though on Friday night 
both the O fficers’ and W arrant O ffice rs’ 
and Sergeants’ Mess held respective dinner 
nights. Judging by the heads in the morning 
a good night was had by all. For the offi
cers, the TM. Maj Dick Gould, had not done 
too much damage following his organisation 
o f Mess games. Little is known of how the 
warrant officers and sergeants fared!

After a day exploring the local towns the 
Battalion returned to routine on Sunday. 
The first event of the day was a drumhead 
service, complete for once with colours and 
drums conducted outdoors with the splendid 
backdrop of the moors. Our thanks to Lt Col 
Graham Duthoit for the Essex Drums. After 
the service the battle procedure started for 
the exercise with the Commanding Officer 
giving orders to this ‘O ’ Group.

The exercise began with the companies, 
led by the Recce Platoon, deploying to areas 
o f  responsibility in the south o f Dartmoor. 
The weather for deployment was dreadful 
and  the firs t n ight ce rta in ly  te s te d  the

resolve and personal and collective adminis
tra tiv e  s k ills  o f  a ll m em b ers o f  the 
Battalion. Map reading had to be accurate in 
driving rain, mist and all too soon darkness.

The short legs to the first night RVs took 
longer than expected and most had a less 
than dry night after the erection o f bashers 
in those difficult conditions. Echelon also 
deployed into the field  having been aug
mented by a number o f  pack ponies. These 
ponies were essential if resupply was to take 
place in the centre o f the moor as there are 
no tracks or access to wheeled vehicles. In 
the event the ponies were a lso  to prove 
invaluable for the RM O, as they were to 
assist in the evacuation o f a casualty.

On M onday  m orn ing  the  B a tta lio n  
began its clearance operation moving up the 
m oor, from  sou th  to north. L uck ily  the 
weather changed for the better and the fol
lowing dry, though colder spell held until 
endex. T he enem y (a p la toon  from  1 R 
Anglian) proved a persistent foe having to 
be winkled out from every nook and cranny 
on the way. The Assault Pioneers assisted B 
Company's progress building a rope bridge. 
Tuesday morning had frost. After a series o f 
Company attacks, Sitreps from  ‘B rigade’ 
indicated an en-build up in the north, which 
required a Battalion operation and a  move to 
assembly area.

By W ednesday  m o rn in g , fo llo w in g

another hard frost, the Battalion was on its 
line of departure preparing for a dawn attack 
on Row Tor and West Mill Tor, two large 
hill features that dominated the north o f the 
moor. The Assault Pioneer Platoon had been 
busy all night and a  large ‘artillery bom 
bardm ent' was sim ulated by Batsims at H 
Hour. After a dem anding Battalion attack 
the moor was secure —  at last.

The exercise was not over, however. The 
enemy had fled but only as far as Bodmin 
Moor where they were holding the airfield 
preparing to exfiltrate to  another country. 
After an O  Group conducted by the 2IC, the 
B a tta lion  dep loyed  to  B odm in  M oor. C 
C om pany gained  a fo o th o ld  allow ing  B 
Com pany to pass th rough  and secure an 
assem bly area for subsequent operations. 
After a night o f  battle procedure, and yet 
an o th e r  ha rd  f ro s t o n  T h u rsd a y , the  
B attalion launched the  final daw n attack 
onto the airfield. The enem y had occupied 
an am m u n itio n  b u n k e r  com plex  on the 
southern edge o f  the airfield. This proved to 
be a difficult but fitting finale to the exer
cise. A fter a night in cam p, the Battalion 
reco v e red  back  to  b a rra c k s  o n  F riday . 
E veryone concerned  h ad  been tested  in 
some way over the previous two weeks and 
could reflect on a job well done

Do not be misled into thinking that life 
Continued Page 56
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Top left: Pte Morris of the Signals 
Platoon rebuilding the Battalion radios. 

Above: LCpI Greenwood instructing 
during the Signals Standard ll Cadre.

Left: Res Berry and Duffy of B 
Company, move round to the line of 

departure during the live firing platoon 
attacks at Dartmoor. Below: Capt (QM) 

Glynn French stops for a cup of tea



News from the 6th Battalion
Nijmegen
marchers
achieve

ambitions

B Company on the Merryvale section attack range at Dartmoor.

From Page 54
with 6 R Anglian is all work -  only nearly 
all work. All companies have participated in 
their county shows. These do not necessari
ly  p ro d u ce  v as t nu m b ers o f  re c ru its . 
However, they serve as a showcase for both 
the Regiment as a whole, and the territorial 
component of the Field Army in particular. 
This is an important aspect of our work at 
these shows, especially when our friends in 
the 1st Battalion and RIT are unavailable.

The O fficers’ Mess sum m er ball took 
place at Chilford Hall again. This w as a 
joint 5 and 6 R Anglian thrash, to which 145 
officers, their ladies (or gentlem en) and 
guests strutted their stuff.

A Company held a very successful fami
lie s  e m p lo y e rs ' day at N orw ich  in 
September. The officers also took two boats 
onto the Norfolk Broads.

B Company O ffice rs’ and S ergean ts ' 
Messes took an excursion on the 1937 from 
Earls Colne Railway Station for a joint din
ner. Unlike Agatha Christie's Murder on the 
Orient Express, and contrary to expectation, 
the lights did not go off to reveal a body!

C Company has had its share of social 
events. It held a Company summer ball at 
Chelm sford which 80 people attended. In 
October, it hosted a  reunion for those who 
belonged to the Chelmsford Company circa 
1975.

HQ Company held its first Officers’ and 
Sergeants' Mess dinner for some while, also 
in October. This too was successful, and is 
the foundation for others to follow. RQMS 
(NRPS) again organised the annual Warrant 
Officers' and Sergeants' Mess past and pre
sent. This year the event took place at Bury 
St Edmunds. Bassingboum, now as an ATR, 
is quickly losing its Regim ental conn ec
tions, though still (currently) housing HQ 
The Queens Division. Where can we go?

The Battalion has not been allowed to 
rest on its laurels. As these notes are being

written it is preparing for two further chal
lenges; Exercise Viking Quarry, a Brigade 
Test Exercise in November, and a weekend 
at BBGT(N) in December. With the founda
tion already laid earlier in the year, both 
these events are being approached with a 
quiet confidence. In addition, we look for
ward to our participation in Remembrance 
Day parades in our key towns and cities. 
The Battalion this year will certainly have 
earned its Christmas break.

Mainly about people
AFTER a turbulent first six months on the 
manning front, the Battalion seems to have 
calmed down a little. Some changes have 
taken place but nowhere near those experi
enced earlier in the year.

In A ugust we sa id  farew ell to  W 0 2  
Cater as the SPSI HQ Company. We wish 
him well for his next appointment and wel
come in his place W 0 2  Thom as. In July 
O C dt K ate  S tead  p assed  th e  RM A S 
Com m issioning C ourse and w e w elcom e 
her to Battalion Headquarters in the post of 
Assistant Adjutant. We also welcome to the 
Battalion Sgt De Bretton-Gordon in the post 
o f MG PI PSI. at C Company, Chelmsford.

There has also  been som e m ovem ent 
within the Battalion with 2 Lt Jo Richards 
moving to the post o f IO. Lt David Ashley 
has also moved from  2IC A Com pany to 
2IC B C om pany . F inally  C S M  W elto n  
assu m ed  the a p p o in tm e n t o f  CSM  B 
Company on promotion. This has enabled 
W 0 2  R o b e rts  to  m ove f ro m  C SM  B 
Company to 21C Recce Platoon.

On the first Friday o f camp Brig Calder, 
Comd 54 (EA) Brigade, presented a number 
o f medals to members o f the Battalion. The 
rec ip ien ts  w ere: T e rrito ria l E ffic ien cy  
Decoration; Maj Simon Dixon, Maj Chris 
V ince , C ap t G ly n n  F rench . T e rr ito ria l 
Efficiency Medal; CSgt Cullen, CSgt Smith. 
Cpl Moon, Cpl Plume, Cpl Street.

S g t M A H ansen w r ite s :-
ON a bright Saturday evening on July 16, a 
12-m an team  from  A C om pany 6 R oyal 
A n g lia n  le f t  th e  T A C  an d  se t o f f  fo r  
N ijm e g e n  in  H o lla n d  fo r  the 7 8 th  
International N ijm egen marches. We trav
e l le d  by c o ach  to H eu m en so o rd  B attle  
C am p which is located on the outskirts o f  
N ijm egen and this was to be our home for 
the  next seven days. Having checked in we 
w ere then show n our accommodation and 
proceeded to unpack our kit in readiness for 
the long walk ahead.

The marches, w hich  are open to both 
c iv ilia n  and m ilita ry  p ersonnel from  all 
o v er the world, take place over a  period o f  
four days, each day consisting o f  a  different 
route o f 25 miles, starting and finishing at 
Heum ensoord camp for the military whilst 
the civilians start and finish in Nijmegen 
itself. Each day the tw o groups meet up en 
route, the difference being the civilians do 
not have to carry any weight (minimum 22 
lbs. but by the time you 've  included extra 
w ater, first aid kit and food etc., it totals 
about 35 lbs) and there are random weight 
ch eck s carried  out. E ach route has three 
rest/check points w here refreshm ents and 
m edical aid etc. are available.

M onday  Ju ly  18
M onday was used to relax. The majority of 
the  team went on a day trip to Amsterdam 
returning for evening meal whilst Pte Jason 
B ro w n  and I s ta y ed  b eh in d , P te Brow n 
because he w as the team  representative for 
th e  o p e n in g  c e re m o n y  a t th e  G o ffe r t 
S tad iu m  in fro n t o f a  capacity  crow d o f  
5 0 .0 0 0 , w hile I had various briefings to  
attend. In the evening the team carried out 
final kit checks.
T u esd ay  Ju ly  19
At 0330 hrs w e lined up in eagerness to get 
s ta r te d . As e ach  team  se ts  o f f  they are  
played out o f the cam p gates by a band and 
a  V IP takes the salute. With a total of 6,000 
people waiting lo go and a 15 second inter
val between each team, you can imagine the 
atmosphere. This procedure happened every 
day

56



News from the 6th Battalion
Sgt Hansen and the 
successful Nijmegen 
march team during the 
event

Day one w ent w ell, w e w orked  as a 
team singing songs, chatting to the locals, 
other m archers, signing autographs and giv
ing away team  stickers which we had spe
cially printed as souvenirs (this is a custom 
ary thing to  do). By midday the tem perature 
had reached the high 70’s with little wind 
and high hum idity . A fter passing through 
various tow ns and villages we returned to 
H eum en so o rd  w here  the f in ish in g  p o in t 
each  d ay  w a s  th e  b e e r  te n t w h e re  w e 
‘cooled’ dow n before clean up and having 
some well earned rest.

W ednesday Ju ly  20
We anticipated that the third day would be 
the w orst but w e w ere wrong, it w as day 
two. Cpl H enderson broke one o f  his toes 
and LCpI B uck pulled an Achilles tendon. 
The tem perature hit the high 80’s, but like 
true A nglians w e soldiered on stopping en 
route in picturesque towns and villages like 
B algoy and  W lichen fo r food and w ater. 
Each town w as alive with bands and discos 
playing aloud and masses o f  people cheer
ing us on. It w as amazing to think that some 
people had been waiting since 0430 hrs with 
deck chairs and flasks o f coffee ju st to get a 
glimpse o f  us.

T h u rsd ay  Ju ly  21
On day three we were a little stiff to say the 
least, but after a few miles we settled in to 
g ive  th e  D u tch  tarm ac an d  c o b b le s to n e  
roads ano ther pounding. The tem peratu re 
once aga in  h it the  h igh  8 0 ’s and  it soon 
becam e apparen t that any injuries we had 
sustained earlier on were progressively get
ting worse but, on the plus side we did not 
incur any more. All we had to contend with

was sore feet, blisters, stiff legs and soaking 
wet bodies.

M ost p e o p le  th in k  H o lla n d  is fla t!  
D o n ’t believe it. O n the  th ird  leg o f  the 
d a y ’s m arch  b e tw e e n  B re e d w e g  and  
W edren was a stretch known as the Seven 
H ills, spread over a  distance o f  six m iles, 
and after tabbing 15 miles w ith a  Bergen in 
that heat the hills seem ed like m ountains. 
The only consolation was the sw eets and 
fresh  fruit g iven  to us by the loca ls  and 
w ater from hose pipes w hich they used to 
help cool us down.

F riday  July  22
This was it, the last day. W e had got this far 
and we were not going to be beaten a t this 
stage! W e set o ff  at 0455 hrs at a steady 
pace. All o f  us tired  and ach ing  from  the 
past three days. Ahead o f  us lay the final 25 
m iles. The forecast was hot and they were 
n o t jo k in g . T he te m p e ra tu re  to p p e d  92  
degrees, which really m ade it hard going 
and to add to our problems, part o f  the route 
crossed the river Maas using a  bailey bridge 
which had to be crossed by a certain time, 
after which it would be dism antled in order 
for the river traffic to continue. This m eant 
that if  a team did not cross in tim e it would 
result in failing to complete the march.

We were making good tim e so I decid
e d  to  in c lu d e  an  a d d i t io n a l  s to p  a t 
Nedrasselt. The team had earned it. A fter 85 
miles a sampling o f the local food and ale 
would not go amiss, at the same time cheer
ing other teams as they passed through the 
town. Then we set o ff on the last leg. The 
final six miles seemed to go on forever, the 
road was as wide as a dual carriagew ay and 
never seemed to bend. The atm osphere was

elec tric  and the c row d  helped to pull you 
along with w om en and children giving you 
flow ers and  so u v en irs . W hen you finally  
cross the finish line in N ijm egen itself you 
have a feeling o f  great re lief but most o f  all 
a  sense o f  achievem ent, w e had done it.

I  checked in for the final time and col
le c te d  the  te a m  a n d  in d iv id u a l m ed a ls . 
A f te rw a rd s  th e re  w as  a b ig  m arch  past 
through the centre o f  N ijm egen with tens of 
thousands o f  people cheering.

It sh o u ld  be  re m e m b e re d  th a t  the  
N ijm egen M arch is not a  competition, there 
is  n o  p r iz e  fo r  c o m in g  f i r s t '  I t ' s  an 
endurance test th a t's  spread over four days 
but it is m eant to  be enjoyed. The crow ds 
and the atm osphere m ake the  event which 
on ce  you have  co m p le ted  w ill leave  you 
w ith m em ories that w ill stay with you for 
many years to  come.

So if  you fancy a  relaxed sight seeing 
tour o f  the N etherlands then I suggest that 
y o u  go fo r  it a n d  e n t e r  a te a m  f o r  th e  
N ijm eg en  M a rc h e s , b u t be w arn ed , you 
m ust train for it. T o  attem pt such a  march 
w ithout p rio r tra in ing  would be extrem ely 
foo lish  and p o ten tia l team  leaders should 
take note that there is an aw ful lot o f  admin 
to  d o  both b e fo re  a n d  d u rin g  the m arch, 
starting  in N ovem ber w hen you apply for 
your initial entry form. But i t 's  worth it!

T o conclude: w e w ere the only Royal 
A ng lian  team  e n te re d  fo r th e  m arch , we 
achieved our aim  w hich  was three fold: 1. 
W e s ta rted  a n d  f in is h e d  th e  m arch  as a 
team ; 2. W e proved people wrong because 
th ey  d o u b ted  o u r ab ility ; 3. A t the  sam e 
t im e  w e a ls o  r a is e d  so m e  m o n e y  fo r  
M usical K eys, a  local charity  for children 
w ith special needs.
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Enthusiasm despite uncertainty

Tigers

Sgt lan Sackree (B Company) takes aim with a 66mm light anti-tank weapon.

THE uncertainty about the future has done 
little  to dim inish the enthusiasm  of the 
Leicestershire Tigers. The highlight o f the 
period was w ithout doubt annual camp, 
which this year took place in Cornwall over 
the period Sept 3-18. Split between Penhale 
Camp near Newquay and T regantle Fort 
near Plymouth, it was run as a series of 
cadres. Every TA sold ier was g iven the 
opportunity to im prove his professional 
knowledge and skills. With everyone having 
an opportunity to take part in some form of 
adventure training it was a very successful 
and enjoyable cam p with the aim being 
totally achieved. The Battalion continues to 
attract recruits, morale remains high and the 
Battalion is in excellent shape to face the 
future with confidence.

The Spring saw the reformation of the 
SF Platoon at Ulverscroft Road. Short sleeve 
order was declared in May just in time for a 
change in the weather to winter conditions. 
Not lo be deterred by the inclement condi
tions training continued apace with the com
panies visiting both Senta and Stanta during 
the month. The officers held their by now 
customary cocktail pany on May 14, playing 
host to many of our local em ployers and 
guests from the worlds of both business and 
politics. The Lord Lieutenant o f Leicester 
presented the Tavra National Employers' 
Liaison Certificate and the event was a great 
success.

On May 20, A Company had the hon
our of looking after First World War veteran 
Mr Fred Ingle MM who returned to Sobraon 
Barracks for the first time in 72 years. Fred 
who is in his 99th year, enlisted at Sobraon 
Barracks in 1914 when he, with many o f  his 
friends, jo in e d  the  2nd B a tta lio n  The 
Lincolnshire Regiment. Fred spoke about 
his experiences during his two years in the 
trenches and proudly showed off his gold 
pocket watch, presented to him by the peo
ple o f his v illage  on his aw ard  o f  the 
Military Medal. Many ex-servicemen from 
the Lincolnshire Regiment Old Comrades 
Association, all aged between 9 2 and 94. 
also made the journey for a demonstration 
o f  the arm s and equipm ent used by the 
Army today. After a conducted tour o f the 
barracks by the PSAO, Capt Charles Pratt, it 
was time to open the bar, pull up a sandbag, 
and catch up with 70 years of gossip.

June was an active month in terms of 
both t ra in in g  and a d m in is tra tio n  The 
Battalion conducted a very enjoyable and 
demanding live firing exercise in Wales A 
Company provided the necessary adm in 
and DS support to 49 Brigade tor Exercise 
Executive Stretch while B Company under

took an excellent adventure training pack
age in Cumbria On June 15. Capt Charles 
Pratt (PSAO \  Company i hosted the first of 
the P S A O 's w orking lunches at Sobraon 
Barracks in L inco ln . T h is wa s  indeed a 
prestigious occasion w ith those fortunate 

Continued Page 60

58



News from the Tigers

Above: The Padre conducts the community singing at Penhale 
Camp, The Franciscan Friar nearest the camera is in fact Capt 

Mike Cunningham (PSAO HQ Company). Right: Cpl Lovett 
(foreground) and Cpl Galletly of C Company taking flak from a 

recalcitrant POW. Below: Pte Fraser Findlay (A Company) 
coming to terms with a strange sinking, dizzy, wobbly feeling.



News from the Tigers

Pte Weafer (HQ Company) admiring the shooting skids of WPte Tooley.
From Page 58
enough to be on the PSA O s guest list look
ing forward to the next one. In a break with 
tradition, the O fficers’ M ess held its sum 
m er ball at U lverscroft Road on Ju n e  25. 
W ith  the T A C  tra n s fo rm e d , th is  w as  a 
sparkling event and voted a great success.

On July 2, Maj Frank de Planta organ
ised and conducted a party o f  14 on a seven- 
d a y  B a tt le f ie ld  T o u r  o f  the  S o m m e. 
Congratulations were in order to Cpls Hale, 
L igh tfo o t and M arrio t w ho  m ade u p  our 
entry for the Edist road safety competition, 
finishing fifth out o f  36 team s. The annual 
veh icle  pre-inspection w as an outstanding 
su c c e ss , the p e rcen tag e  sc o re  o f  98 .9%  
reflec ting  the enorm ous am ount o f  effo rt 
and hard work put in by SSgt Goodrich and 
h is team.

The m onth o f A ugust w as qu iet with 
the Battalion PS stood dow n for block leave 
and the main efforts being directed towards 
annual camp adm inistration  and the p lan 
ning and preparation o f  the various cadres.

Septem ber was d o m in a ted  by annual 
cam p  w hich took p lace  at Penhale C am p 
n e a r  N ew quay  and  T re g a n tle  F o rt n ea r  
Plymouth. Designed as a  cadre camp, every 
TA  so ld ier w as g iven  the  o p p o rtu n ity  to 
lea rn  a new skill o r u p g rad e  his ex is tin g

military skills and qualifications. During the 
two weeks, all ranks completed the annual 
BFT and APW T to qualify  fo r their TA 
Bounty. The full programme of adventure 
training activities, ranging from  abseiling 
and canoeing  to sailing  and clay pigeon 
shooting, was well attended.

O ctober go t o ff to  a great start with 
Capt Steven Tucker and his team marching 
to a  bronze m edal in the Cambrian Patrol 
com petition. Special m ention m ust go  to 
W 0 2  (CSM) W ilcox who, as team coach, 
provided the enthusiasm and motivation to 
enable the team to achieve a very commend
able result. The month continued with the 
Battalion playing host to the East Midlands 
T av ra  o ffice r recru iting  cam paign , w ith 
three open nights taking place at Lincoln, 
Northampton and Leicester. W ith local TA 
units providing their various recruiting dis
plays and equipm ent stands, the evenings 
are an ideal setting for individuals to come 
along and see the TA in an informal setting.

The Officers’ Mess ladies guest night at 
Loughborough on Oct 15 proved the ideal 
opportunity for the officers and their wives 
to fo rm ally  d ine out Lt Col M urray and 
K aren C olv ille . The T igers provided the 
Colour party for the commemoration o f the 
5 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  the  lib e ra t io n  o f

Wuustwezel in B elgium . The tow n was lib
erated on Oct 20 1944 by 49 (W est Riding) 
Infantry Division. T h e  Colour party , com
m anded  by C a p t G  G  S m ith , in c lu d e d  
ensigns Lt Mike Pape and Lt D avid Howe, 
together with CSgt E dd ie  Font, CSgt Tony 
Briggs and Sgt S tep  N yszczo ta . A fter the 
parade the British contingent w as treated to 
some good old fashioned Belgium hospitali
ty with many new friendships forged.

On O ct 24, the B attalion A udit Board 
convened at L oughborough  a n d  after tw o 
days o f in tensive  p ro b in g , ch eck in g  and 
number crunching, the  various boards man
aged  to p u t the a c c o u n ts  to  b ed  fo r yet 
another accounting period . There followed 
the  cu stom ary  P S A O s d in n e r w here  the  
Battalion PSAOs and their carefully select
ed guests gather to congratu late each other 
on another job  well done.

Personnel changes
W E extend a warm w elcom e and  offer our 
heartiest congratu lations to L t C ol Jerem y 
Prescott (ex-Vikings) on  his appointm ent as 
Commanding O fficer o f  the Tigers. In these 
uncertain times for the  T A  we hope that his 
tour in command is a  long and happy one. 
Maj Richard Cole h anded  over com m and of 
HQ Company and m o v ed  upstairs to fill the
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vacant post o f  Battalion 21C. HQ Company 
is now in the capable hands o f Maj Robert 
Beech w ho jo in e d  us on tran sfe r  from  4 
Para. As another addition to  HQ Company, 
we welcome Capt Steven Tucker, an ex-reg
ular officer from PWRR, who lakes up the 
post o f R ecce Platoon Commander. As the 
new R egu la r Q uarterm aster we w elcom e 
back Maj G ordon Halewood w ho jo in s us 
from the 1st Battalion. Maj Halewood is no 
s tra n g e r  to  th e  T ig e rs  h a v in g  been  the  
R egim ental Sergeant M ajor w ay back in 
1987. T o  th e  h o t se a t in B a tta l io n  
H ead q u a rte rs , we w elcom e C ap t R obert 
Blades who jo ins us from the 1st Battalion. 
With a new Adjutant, a new Quartermaster, 
a new 21C and now a new CO, the T igers 
are definitely 'under new management.’

Farew ell
ON completion of his tour as Commanding 
Officer, and having been dined out by ju st 
about every sub unit, mess and department 
in the B a tta lio n , Lt C ol M urray C olv ille  
f in a lly  r e l in q u is h e d  c o m m a n d  o f  the  
L eicestershire  T igers on O ct 28, and was 
towed out o f Ulverscroft Road TAC mount
ed on a C Q M S wheelbarrow. All ranks of 
the Tigers w ish both Karen and the Colonel 
good health and good fortune for the future. 
W earin g  h is  o th e r  h a t as C o u n ty  F ie ld

Officer for the Royal British Legion, and as 
a paid up life m em ber o f  the U lverscroft 
Road five-a-side football club, w e hope to  
be seeing just as much of Colonel Murray in 
the fu tu re . A fond  fa re w e ll to  M aj B ill 
Burford MBE w ho left us to take up the 
appoin tm ent as S en io r Q u a r te rm a s te r  in 
K atm an d u . A f te r  o n ly  s ix  m o n th s  a s  
Adjutant we said farewell to  Capt Howard 
Newson, who deciding to throw  in h is lot 
with the Prince o f  W ales D ivision, left to 
take up a new appointment as Adjutant with
3 PW O in York.

On Sept 27 1994 we bade farew ell to 
Sgt Nobby Clarke who retired after som e 26 
years TA service. It was fitting that on  his 
final drill night, the C om m anding O fficer 
presented him w ith a second c lasp  to  his 
TEM

Prom otions and  appo in tm en ts
Congratulations are in order to  the follow 
ing: 2Lts Alex Wong and Stavros Melides 
on confirmation o f  their com m issions, and 
O Cdr Paul Burrows on passing the RMAS 
course and his promotion to 2nd Lieutenant: 
Capt Frank de Planta on h is prom otion to  
Major: W 0 2  (CSM) W ilcox (C  C om pany) 
on  re c e iv in g  h is  a w a rd  o f  a L o rd  
Lieutenant's Certificate for m eritorious TA 
service.

Left: After playing cat and mouse at a 
training weekend at Stanta. 

Above: Benign mood at Endex. 
W 02 (CSM) Peter Wilcox of 

C Company. Below: At O' Gp -  LCpI 
Andrew Collier of C Company.
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Bronze award for Cambrian team
C a p t Steve T u ck e r (R ecce P latoon  Com d) 
w rites:
FOR some reason the 7th Battalion had not 
had a  very successful track record when it 
cam e to the Cam brian Patrol Competition. 
T h is  y ea r , h o w e v e r , C C o m p an y  
(N o rth am p to n ) p u t fo rw ard  a team  that 
proved, with sim ple training, the com peti
tion is well within reach o f  all TA soldiers.

W 0 2  CSM Pete W ilcox was responsi
ble for most o f  the training programme. We 
started training only four weeks before the 
com petition d a te  and spent the w eekends 
and Thursday evenings practising the basic 
skills necessary for the demanding course.

T h e  firs t w ee k e n d  w as sp e n t in the 
B recon  B eaco n s and  p ro v ed  a shock  to 
some of the prospective team  members. Not 
only was the terrain  d ifficu lt but it rained 
continuously and visibility was often down 
to a few m etres. Fortunately, m ap reading 
proved no m ajor problem  and although cer
tain team members looked a little pale (team 
joke), we all com pleted the course designed 
by the CSM and gained confidence.

O n the fo l lo w in g  w e e k e n d s  and  
T hursday n igh ts w e practised  a range o f  
skills, starting w ith an abseil o ff the Drill 
Hall roof w ith Sgt M oore. Next w as first 
aid, recce techniques with the ever-profes- 
sional CSgt and num erous river crossings!

A weekend at Yardley Chase practising 
Close Target Recce skills proved interesting 
w hen  we d isc o v e re d  th a t the C SM  had 
arranged a real and aggressive enem y under 
com m an d  o f  S g t B e v in  th a t c h a s e d  us

around the area all night. The follow ing 
morning we had yet another river crossing 
(by  th is  tim e , i t ’ s rum oured , the  CSM  
already knew we did not have to do one in 
the competition!).

Preparations were drawing to a close 
and LCpl Paul Bedwell, as 2IC, began allo
cating the com pulsory equipm ent to the 
newly finalised team. Charlie Fire Team had 
as lead scout Pte Nuttycombe, as radio op 
Pte Steve Crutchfield, as LSW gunner Pte 
O ’Toole and myself as Commander. Delta 
Fire Team consisted o f LCpl Paul Bedwell 
as 21C, link scout was Pte Thompson, with 
P te G idney  (then  Pte W atters) as LSW 
bringing up the rear. The reserves and team 
drivers were Mr Potter and Cpl O ’Toole.

W hen we all met at Clare Street Drill 
Hall on the Thursday night before setting 
off to W ales, nerves were on edge (the CSM 
apparently had not slept properly in days!). 
We set off, arriving at Sennybridge Camp 
late and thanks to the RSM we had a single 
room each, instead of being packed into a 
billet. We all had a good night's sleep and 
were ready at the beginning o f the next day 
to start the competition.

By the time we started, each member of 
the team was confident with their personal 
drills, so when the orders were completed, 
the ‘defence shoot’ went well and we moved 
on to the main phase o f the competition. We 
tabbed to the Elan Valley and arrived at the 
close target recce site on the Saturday morn
ing. The CTR complete (a blow up BTR 60), 
we moved on to an observation post over

looking the enemy (3 Para) on  a dam. At this 
poin t we w ere  c o m p ro m ise d  (the lesson 
should have been learnt at Yardley Chase!), 
though not until w e  had g a ined  the basic 
information required.

This co m p le te d  we m oved  o ff  lo the 
HLS, the top o f a hill in the worst weather I 
have experienced in a long time (Falkland* 
Islands included). O ur pick up  time o f  mid
night was obv iously  a non-starter, but we 
stayed at the HLS until instructed to move 
on to an ERV w here a four-tonner picked us 
up (p re te n d in g  to  be ta k in g  us back  to 
camp) and surprise, surprise the driver told 
us the v eh ic le  h a d  b roken dow n and  we 
would have to cross a  minefield!

Here a t last w as the minefield crossing 
and first a id  M aud. However, at 3 am in the 
m orning th e  d r i lls  w ere m uch  h ard er to 
carry out than expected, but unit first aiders 
Ptes Thompson and  W atters com pleted the 
stand with little problem .

At last the patrol phase was over. LCpI 
Paul Bedwell and m yself both wrote an Op 
Report and CTR Report, then gave a  verbal 
report to an Intelligence C orps Officer and 
Infantry Major. H aving com pleted that, the 
team  had a  stressfu l few hours before the 
awards. Well, we did not do s o  badly (the CO 
seemed deligh ted). We received a Bronze 
Award and even the CSM seemed pleased.

Finally. I w ould  ju s t like to say thank 
you to the m e m b e rs  o f  t he C C om pany 
team. They all w orked  hard and proved to 
the o th e r C o m p a n ie s  tha t the C am brian  
Patrol is a w orthw hile competition.

C S g t E rnie  F o rd  w rites:
IT  is qu ite  re m a rk a b le  how a  g roup  o f  
young men com e in from  the stree t and 
w ithin a period  o f five months part-tim e 
soldiering can become machine gunners in 
their own right. In April ’94, with the deci
s io n  to re fo rm  an S F  P la to o n , I found 
m yself with the task o f having to  provide 
fire support for the Battalion.

Together with Sgt Step Nyszczota, the 
Platoon Sergeant, it d id  not take us long to 
realise there was no way we could fire all 9 
M Gs on our own. W e knew we were good, 
but not that good! It was not long before 
we received the first o f  our new recruits. 
As most had still to complete their Combat 
Infantryman C ourse we were faced with a 
c h a lle n g e . H ow  to  tu rn  a g ro u p  o f  
untrained civilians into effective machine 
gunners in as short a tim e as possible. With 
so very few training days available I decid-

Death from 
a distance

ed to concentrate on training them all in the 
light role, coupled with a few basic live fir
ing practices which went surprisingly well. 
Annual camp would be the ideal opportuni
ty to get the platoon together for some con
centrated training. With recces completed 
and field firing ranges booked and inspect
ed, the training programme began to take 
shape. W ith the assistance o f Cpls Smith. 
Day and W alker from A Company and Cpl 
Smally from HQ Company, the SF Cadre 
got under way.

Two days were spent live firing in the 
light ro le , the guns w ere balanced  and 
purring like kittens. The boys were taught

how to single and double tap . producing 
some truly am azing group sizes. With con- 
fidence beginning to  grow at long last, the 
Platoon began to shape up

Field tirin g  d a y s  gave everyone the 
opportunity to practise what they had been 
taught and it was not long before the boys 
were really into the SF role. For the dura- 
lion o f the course all the team s had been 
competing against each  o ther for the Gun 
Team Trophy

The clim ax o f the course was to be a 
Match 83 shoot w hich  turned out to  be a 
very close run com petition. The four gun 
teams produced som e excellent scores but 
Ptes Bodycot and H ilder came out on top to 
snatch the trophy f rom  Ptes Bellamy and 
Beves. The C om m anding Officer presented 
the trophy to  the w inning team  and formal
ly a c c e p te d  in to  se rv ic e  th e  7 R oyal 
Anglian Long Range Snipers
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Maj Frank de Planta (far left) with some of the Battlefield Tour party, take in the attractions of Paris.

The poppies grow
-  between the crosses row on row

M ajor F ra n k  d e  P lan ta  w rites:
ON July 1, 1916, the rump of K itchener's 
new A rm y, to g e th e r  w ith  b a tta l io n s  o f 
Regulars and T erritorials, c lim bed out of 
their trencher and moved off tow ards the 
German lines. Men from eighteen lnfantry 
Divisions marched into a murderous weight 
of German fire and. by evening. 19.240 had 
been killed or died o f wounds, 35,493 had 
been wounded. 2 ,152 were missing and 585 
had been taken prisoner -  one casually for 
every eighteen inches o f front. Practically 
all were infantrymen and most occurred in 
No M an’s Land before the German trenches 
had been reached.

T he f i r s t  day of the  B a ttle  o f  the 
Somme, which would continue until Nov 18 
and co st 41 8 , 000 c a s u a lt ie s  w a s , and 
remains, the greatest loss ever suffered by 
the British Army in a single day of its histo
ry. Now 75 years later. 14 officers and men 
of the 7th Battalion spent six days on the 
Somme battlefie ld  tracing the steps o f  all 
fifty one Brigades that had advanced so full 
o f  c o n f id e n c e  on th a t fa te fu l m o rn in g . 
Starting from the overt diversionary attack

in the north at Gommecourt, to the breath- 
taking success o f the two D ivisions in the 
south at M ontauban, the party w alked the 
ground study ing the attack plans and rapidly 
grasped, at first hand, the full horror of the 
t ask .

The brilliance o f the G erm an defence 
plan, based around nine village fortresses 
and 11 redoubts, the d isastrous choice o f  
g ro u n d  o v e r w h ich  th e  tro o p s  w ou ld  
advance, the sheer inadequacy of the British 
A rm y's artillery and the wild over-confi 
dence o f the General Staff, all contributed to 
the slaughter.

In two Battalion m inibuses, the  party 
also  v isited  the m ultitude  o f  b eau tifu lly  
m aintained cem eteries that are sca ttered  
across the 15 mile front. The sheer scale o f 
the loss is still evident after more than three- 
quarters of a century From the huge m em o
ria l to the  m iss in g  at T h ie p v a l .  to  the  
u n to u ch ed  g ro u n d  o v e r  w h ich  th e  1st 
B a ttalion  N ew found land  R eg im en t sus- 
tained 684 casualties, the Somme cannot but 
impact on all who visit.

The B attalion  was fo rtu n a te  to  have

been offered the 36 U lster D ivision 's farm
house at Bucquoy. The com plex was basic 
bin spotlessly clean and fully equipped to 
cater for large groups. W ith the battlefields 
within 10 m inutes o f the house, it proved an 
ideal location for the tour.

It would have been foolish not to have 
taken advantage o f our superb location and 
so. apart from the battlefields, the party took 
the- opportun ity  to v isit the M usee de la 
Grande G uerre at Peronne, the Menin Gate 
for the Last Post at Ypres and tour the sights 
in Paris. Capt Patrick Prothin, an old friend 
o f the author and a language instructor at the 
Ecole M ilitaire, hosted the group throughout 
the day and laid on supper in his Paris flat.

The opportunities to practise the com 
plexities o f  w ar becom e scarcer and daily 
more expensive The tour ottered a wonder
ful. and com paratively inexpensive, insight 
into the planning and execution o f a battle 
o v er ground that has changed  little since 
1916. The sheer scale of the failure provides 
students with am ple evidence o f how not to 
conduct war.

The event would not have been possible 
without the support and encouragem ent o f 
M ajors S im on B acon  and Billy B urford. 
C apt Terry H ope and  W 0 2  C ulshaw. The 
work that they carried out on behalf o f the 
tour was very much appreciated. Our special 
thanks go to the C om m anding O fficer lor 
appreciating  that the to u r would be much 
more than a swan.
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RIT and Cadets
Pre-CFT picture. 
Standing: LCpl 
Hewitt, Hayes, 
Tamlinson, 
Copsey, Bloss, 
Sweet.
Front: Sgt Fisher, 
Capt Wilcox, Sgt 
Almond, W 02 
Minns.
Absent: Sgt 
Toates, LCpls 
Williams and Ellis.

54 teams contest Salamanca shield
THE last six months have once again been 
e x trem ely  busy fo r the R e g im en ta l 
Information Teams (RITs), with the follow
ing a c tiv itie s  be ing  co m p le ted : A rm y 
Exhibition for Schools; Look at Lifes; ACF 
annual camps; shows, fetes, galas and annu
al competition.

June saw all teams and Royal Anglian 
recruiters involved in the Salamanca shield 
competition at Bassingboum with over 54 
cadet detachments taking part.

This year's winning team came from

Essex ACF. Brig Calder once again present
ed the prizes.

Once again the H ertfordshire Young 
P eople’s superteam s com petition  w as a 
great success at Bassingboum on June 12.

Ju ly  saw all team s in v o lv ed  in the 
Army E xh ib ition  fo r S choo ls (A ES) a t 
Bassingboum between July 5 -7 . This year 
C apt W ilcox organised the com bat Army 
stand where over 3.000 pupils look part in 
the activities.

A ugust saw  I T eam  m ove to

Crowborough to assist Suffolk ACF on their 
annual camp -  a good time was had by all 
members o f the team.

Look at Life visits have now become a 
monthly event. These give young people an 
insight to Army life over a three-day period.

W e sa id  fa re w e ll to  S g t B arnes 
(Viking) who, after 22 years, has decided to 
call it a day. We welcome Sgt Davis and Pte 
Moore. Vikings. Thanks go to Sgt Toates 
(V ik in g ) fo r f illin g  th e  gap  le ft by Sgt 
Barnes

S T A M F O R D  S ch o o l C C F  h a s  h a d  
ano ther successful year, now com prising
15 officers, I SSI and 345 cadets. A t the 
Army sum m er cam p a t Leek they were 
winners of the C o m m andan t's  T rophy; 
the RAF section had its sum m er cam p at 
R A F C ra n w e ll  a n d  th e  c o n t in g e n t  
enjoyed an adven turous tra in in g  cam p 
in Cum bria.

Field days, as usual, were held with 
the Army section at P roteus C am p, the 
R A F se c tio n  n ig h t e x e rc is e s  a t

Stamford enjoys 
successful year

G reatfo rd , the recruits spending a week
end cam p a t P ro teus with 13 C TT with 
visits to D uxford and RAF C ottesm ore, 
Coningshy, W itton and W ittering.

T h e  C C F  e n te r e d  a  te a m  in  th e  
Beckingham  rifle com petition , the d is
tr ic t o rien teerin g  com petition  w hich it

w on, an d  a team  e n te re d  in th e  cadet 
com petition ru n  hy 13 C T T  and  finished 
jo in t winners.

O v era ll th is  h as  b een  an  excellen t 
y e a r  f o r  th e  sc h o o l C C F ' a n d  one o f 
u n p re c e d e n te d  su c cess  in th e  v arious 
com petitions en tered . T ra in in g  a t all lev
els seems to have been very efficient and 
in terest show n is very encouraging. We 
owe a g reat deal to  outside help from  13 
CTT, bu t also to  the SSI (Stan H arrison) 
and the officers fo r th e ir  tireless efforts.
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Cadets

Adventure 
training in 

Iceland
Officer C adet Philip Birch w rites: 
EXERCISE Icelandic Cadet was an adven
turous tra in in g  e x p e d itio n  m o u n ted  in 
August 1994 by officer cadets as part of the 
com m issioning course at RMA Sandhurst. 
The a im  w as to g ive a sm all g roup  t he 
op p o rtu n ity  to trek  in a rem ote  part o f 
Iceland and at the same time gain experi
ence in planning expeditions.

The Royal Anglian Regiment was rep
resen ted  by tw o p artic ipan ts, exped ition  
leader OCdt P M Birch who will be passing 
out in D ecem ber 1994, and 2Lt G Bullard 
from  5 R oyal A nglian  w ho w as able to 
co m e a lo n g  as the fifth  m em b er o f  the 
group

W e flew into k e flavik international air- 
port on Aug 8 and made our way by bus via 
Reykjavik to La ndmannalaugar which is a 
campsite on the edge o f the Fjallahak nature 
reserve. From here we w alked in a loop 
returning to Landmannalaugar on the sixth 
day. The terrain was even more varied than 
the w e a t h e r and  we e n c o u n te re d  ste ep

THE con tin g en t has now increased to 98 
cadets in the Army section, this being due 
m ainly to  a large 3rd form joining in the 
su m m e r . W e hav e  sa id  fa re w e ll to the 
leavers o f  '94, and also to Lt Janet De whurst 
w ho h as left to be Head o f  G erm an at a 
school in London. Fit/Sgt Jim  Bryant, who 
has been with us for seven years as our SSI, 
has also  now retired We wish them all well 
in th e ir  individual futures.

A n n u a l cam p  th is y e a r w as held  at

slopes, gravel plains, freezing cold rivers 
and unusually shaped lava formations.

T he h igh po in t o f  the trek  w as our 
attempt on Mt Laufafell ( 1.184 metres) on 
the fifth day. Unfortunately we had to  turn 
back  near the sum m it a s  we w ere  not 
e q u ip p e d  fo r ice c lim b in g . In s tead  we 
ascended a nearby summit ju st 50m  lower 
w hich was ice-free. The ensuing descent 
more than made up for our earlier d isap
pointm ent as it was dow n a particularly  
hair-raising scree slope and was much faster 
than the walk up.

The area was found to be ideal for our

Woodbridge 
School CCF 
at the top of 
Galdho- 
piggen

Longmoor under the control of 8 CTT. The 
section performed well in all com petitions 
finishing fourth overall out o f  24 schools. 
The g irls en tered  a team  for the assau lt 
course competition and finished above the 
majority of the other boys teams.

A s ev e r the co n tin g e n t e n te re d  the 
Bisley championships, with five of the sec
tion in the team. The team managed to retain 
the prize lor the best CCF contingent in East 
Anglia for the third year in succession.

purposes. For the m ost part, it was com 
pletely barren  and th e re  w ere  num erous 
signs o f volcanic activity such as hot springs 
and steam rising out o f  the ground in places.

After the first day or so  we saw hardly 
any o ther p eop le , a lth o u g h  we did cam p 
next to a school expedition  from Norwich 
one night. They had been  liv ing  on cold 
m uesli for tw o days as they were having 
trouble with their stoves and could not cook 
their dehydrated rations. W e were able to 
m end them in return  for som e food. This 
was very w elcom e as we all seem ed to be 
permanently hungry.

D u rin g  Ihe su m m e r  h o lid a y s  Maj 
R icha rd  B ro ad e rw ick  and  C apt G raem e 
Bruce l o o k  a party including six cadets to  

N orw ay. E v ery o n e  h ad  an e x c e lle n t trip  
w h ich  c u lm in a te d  in th em  c lim b in g  
Galdhopiggen. which is 2,469 metres high.

The O ctober field day saw the section 
split between RAF Barnham  Training Area 
and Friday W o o d s  in C olchester. T he 3rd 
form  was tak en  10 B arn h am  w here  they 
received fieldcraft instruction  from the 6b 
S C O  s. The seniors and intermediates were 
treated to one o f  Capt G raeme B ruce's and
Lt. Paul Keste rton 's exercises at Colchester, 
b e fo re  be in g  g iv en  a su p e rb  d isp lay  o f 
w eap o n s a n d  e q u ip m e n t by S u p p o it 
Com pany o f  the V ik ings. T h is w as th o r
oughly enjoyed by all.

During half term , 14 cadets went adven
ture training in W ales where they covered 
over 45 km in four days and a l s o  clim bed 
Snowdon in every kind o f  w eather except
S H O W  .

F in a lly  w e w e lc o m e  2  Lt H elen  
Richardson to the CCF on her com m ission
ing, and our new SSI W O l Kevin Brett on 
h is leav ing  t he R e g u la r  A rm y. W e wish 
them both a happy and successful time with 
us.

Woodbridge numbers grow
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Cadets

Busy year for 
Kimbolton 

School CCF

Lines cadets enjoy best camp ever

THE Army section has had a busy year. 
March: The Recruit Platoon paid a visit to 
AIR Bassingbourn for its field day, No. 1 
Regim ental Inform ation Team providing 
instructors.
April: Saw some o f the Senior P latoon 
cadets a t ba ttle  cam p, C ro w b o ro u g h , 
S ussex , again  w ith  N o .l R eg im en ta l 
Information Team.

Six cadets from the section helped to 
make up the contingent team in the Devizes 
to Westminster canoe race.
May: We had our annual in spection  by 
Brigadier S R Gilbert, ADC, commander 12 
Eng Brigade. A demo of silent d rill was 
given by the guard, com m anded by Cdt 
CSM Ashley Hance who is hoping for a 
commission in the REME. It ended a busy 
day of activities.
June: A quiet month!
July: Started with a dem anding week of 
field  craft, range work, weapon train ing  
(including shooting cross bows), drill and 
assault course competitions, signals, adven
ture training, for those who attended annual

"CW RT Y Gollen, w here’s that? was the 
cry when it had finally been agreed where 
the camp '94 was going to be. And so we 
were to go to what could be described as the 
best camp ever as far as we were concerned. 
Luxury coaches transported the 380 cadets 
to the camp by Aug 6.

The training areas, range, assault course 
and river adjacent to the camp suited the 
overall requirement of the cadre programme 
devised by the training officer, Maj David 
Larder. In the most glorious of weather on 
Sunday he started with a safety demonstra
tion conducted by the assistant training offi
cer, Capt Roger Wells.

Monday morning brought the departure 
from Cwrt Y Gollen o f the first group to 
undertake rock climbing and be involved in 
the  com m unity pro ject, heading fo r the 
Brecon M ountain Railway near M erthyr 
Tydfil. Here the cadre was divided into two 
groups with half going to the community 
project under command of Capt Ray Ogg 
while the others expended some energy on 
rock climbing and abseiling.

At the conclusion of the day's activities

the group was transported to the training 
centre at Merthyr Tydfil for the night. The 
community project at the Brecon Railway 
was ridding the high banks of large boulders 
to enable landscaping o f  the area to take 
place, and many was the time that the cadets 
working below were seen to scurry as pieces 
o f rock cascaded in their direction. O ther 
cadets lit bonfires, supervised by the railway 
s ta ff  to  d isp o se  o f  the  tree  tru n k s  that 
nobody seemed to want.

The next phase o f their training was the 
trek along ‘Taffies T rail’. Each o f  the six 
junior cadres in turn was to undertake this 
and other training which brought much vari
ety and interest to the cadets at all levels.

The three star cadre was a lso  on the 
move on the Monday for its expedition over 
the Brecon Hills, trekking over the same 
route as the other groups and on to the final 
camp site before recovery to Cwrt Y Gollen.

Skill-at-arms was practised within the 
camp area as a prelude to shooting. This, as 
always, proved very popular with the cadets 
w ith an overa ll im provem ent in p e rfo r
mance. A signals cadre was conducted for

the two to three star trainees which proved 
very popular, especially the practical exer
cise which included the laying o f  line com
munications over the river.

Further adventurous activity was com
pleted at Llangorse Lake where groups were 
introduced to canoeing, and how not to take 
a  ducking. Mountain biking was also on the 
programme and was found to be an exhila
rating and pleasant pastime.

Cadre programmes came to an end on 
the second Tuesday evening. O n the still, 
warm evening, the band was again in the 
public eye when it completed a programme 
o f music at Greenhills Residential Home for 
the elderly. Wednesday was devoted to the 
annual military skills competitions.

Nerves and anticipation at fever pitch, 
the county was paraded in the late afternoon 
for the presentation o f  trophies, cups and 
shields to the individuals, teams and detach
ments, and on the Thursday morning all the 
cadets and the majority o f  the officers and 
instructors departed from camp to spend the 
day at the pleasure complex of Barry Island.

Thanks are ex tended  to the  13 CTT, 
drivers, nursing sister, ex cadets (now Army 
regular soldiers) who a s s i s t e d  and all those 
who gave their time.

camp at Wathgill. The shooting team then 
went o ff to Bisley to shoot in the schools 
match, and finished 11 th.

Individual cadets went o ff around the 
country on leadership courses, PI instruc
tors, signals and service visits.

C ap t Sue C am p and W O I R oger 
Watson again took a team to the four-day 
marches at Nijmegen, and went one better 
than last year and were adjudged the best 
cadet team (and can be seen on the forth
coming video being issued by the SSVC for 
teams thinking of going to Nijmegen).
Sept: A small team took part in the cadet 
skill-at-arms at Colchester on Sept 17. The 
team was placed seventh overall and fin
ished runners-up  to  O undle fo r the CC F 
prize. Cdt Antonia Middleditch won an indi

vidual bronze in the rifle match.
O ct: A team has been entered in Exercise 
Com bat Cadet '94 . It w ill be lead by Sgt 
Richard Pullen, who during the year found 
tim e  to  tak e  p a rt in the D ev izes to 
Westminster canoe race, be a member of the 
Nijmegen team and do his Gold Expedition 
in Wales for his Duke o f  Edinburgh Award 
this summer. W 0 2  A Ralph has been giving 
the team some tips.

Some cadets will be sent on the senior 
cadet instructor’s course at Thetford PTA. 
Nov: The annual rem em brance parade in 
K im bolton H igh S tree t, the salu te being 
taken by Lt Col C  Johnson US Army.

We said farewell to Capt Kevin Curtis 
after nine years in charge o f  the section. 
Capt Sue Camp has taken up the challenge.
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I H A V E  t o  r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  
A sso c ia tio n 's  w o rk  c o n tin u e s  th ro u g h 
ou t the c o u n ty  an d  sp read s  th ro u g h o u t 
the  U K  p ro v id in g  a s s is ta n c e  to  fo rm e r  
m e m b e rs  w h o  s e rv e d  in  T h e  R o y a l  
N o r f o lk  R e g im e n t ,  th e  1 s t  E a s t  
A n g l ia n  R e g im e n t  a n d  T h e  R o y a l  
A n g lian  R e g im e n t. W e n o w  h a v e  ex - 
R oyal A n g lia n s  o n  all o u r  R e g im e n ta l 
c o m m itte e s  a n d  it is  v e ry  p le a s in g  to  
lea rn  w h e n  v is it in g  b ra n c h e s  th ro u g h 
out the c o u n ty  h o w  m a n y  o f  th e m  w e l
c o m e  t h o s e  w h o  s e r v e d  in  o t h e r  
R e g im en ts , b u t w h o  h av e  fo r  so m e  re a 
so n  o r  o th e r  w is h e d  to  j o in  in  o r  be  
c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  o n e  o f  o u r  l o c a l  
b ranches.

O u r  d i n n e r s  in  K in g s  L y n n ,  
N o rw ic h  a n d  G o r le s to n  c o n t in u e  to  
p rov ide fo c a l p o in ts  a t w h ic h  m e m b e rs  
can  g a th e r  fo r  th e se  an n u a l ev en ts . T h e  
B a ss in g b o u rn  g a th e r in g  o f  T h e  R o y a l 
A n g l ia n  R e g im e n t  w a s  l e s s  w e l l  
a t te n d e d  th i s  y e a r  b u t  th is  w a s  d u e  
m a in ly  to  i t  h a v in g  to  o c c u r  in  J u ly  
w h en  m a n y  w e re  on  h o lid ay .

T he 2 n d  B a tta l io n  h ad  its  re u n io n  
to  m ark  5 0  y e a r s  s in c e  th e  B a tt le  o f  
K oh im a a n d  th is  in v o lv ed  a  v is it to  th e  
R e g im e n ta l  M u s e u m , th e  u s u a l  o f f i 
c e rs ’ d in n e r  an d  a  ch u rc h  se rv ic e  in the  
R e g im en ta l C h a p e l fo llo w e d  by  lu n ch  
in the c lo is te rs .

T h e re  w as  o f  c o u rse  a  d e a l o f  b e e r  
s a m p lin g .  T h e  4 th  B a t ta l io n  h a d  its  
o f f i c e r s ' d i n n e r  a s  u s u a l  in  th e  T A  
C e n tr e ,  A y l s h a m  R o a d  w h ic h  w a s  
q u ite  w e l l  a t te n d e d .  In  N o rw ic h  th e  
o ffic e rs ’ d in n e r  an d  lunch  h e ld  o n  Ju n e  
3 /4  w as a t te n d e d  by  so m e  2 9  a t d in n e r  
and  30 fo r  lu n ch .

D u rin g  lu n c h tim e  o n  th e  f irs t  d ay  
o f  th e  N o r fo lk  S h o w  th e  R e g im e n ta l

T e n t w as u se d  b y  th e  D e p u ty  C o lo n e l, 
M aj G en  M ik e  W alk e r, to  p ro v id e  the  
u s u a l  e n te r ta in m e n t  f o r  h e a d m a s te r s  
and  po ten tia l o ffice rs , w h o  w e re  h o s te d  
b y  R e g im en ta l p e rso n a litie s . W e  w ere  
v e ry  p r iv i le g e d  to  b e  v i s i t e d  b y  th e  
P r e s i d e n t ,  H R H  T h e  D u k e  o f  
G lo u c e s te r  to  w h o m  M r  &  M rs  B ill 
H o ld e n , fo u n d e r  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n  D -D ay  V e te ra n s , w e re  in tro 
d u ced .

A g a in  m a n y  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
R e g im e n t w e re  a b le  to  w a tc h  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n  B an d  &  C o rp s  o f  D ru m s p lay  
on  th e  L a k e n h a m  C r ic k e t  G ro u n d  on  
Ju n e  28, th an k s to  the  k in d n e s s  o f  o u r 
P resid en t.

A  p a r ty  o f  D - D a y  v e t e r a n s  a n d  
w iv es  v isited  N o rm an d y  to  ta k e  p a r t  in 
th e ir  ac t o f  r e m e m b ra n c e . In  a d d itio n  
to  a  m e m o r ia l  s t o n e  b e i n g  l a i d  a t  
P a v e e , th e  p a rty  p a r t ic ip a te d  in  a  fu ll 
p ro g ra m m e  w h ic h  in c lu d e d  jo in t  c e le 
b r a t io n s  a t  H il lm a n  w ith  t h e i r  s i s t e r  
reg im en t -  T h e  S u ffo lk s .

Chapel
M R S  R o sem ary  B a rc lay  h a s  co n tin u e d  
to  p ro v id e  f lo ra l  a r ra n g e m e n ts  in  th e  
c h a p e l  f o r  o u r  R e g im e n ta l  s e rv ic e s .  
A rran g e m en ts  a re  in h a n d  fo r  a m e m o r
ial to  the  late M aj P e te r  S tra g h a n  to  be 
c a rv e d  on an o ak  panel u n d e r  th e  th e 
a tre  o f  P o rtu g a l an d  S p a in .

Benevolence
T H E  R oya l N o rfo lk  B e n e v o le n t  F u n d  
h a s  b een  ab le  to  p ro v id e  tim e ly  f in a n 
c ia l g ran ts to  55 (6 3 ) fo rm e r  m e m b e rs  
o f  T h e  R o y a l N o r fo lk  R e g im e n t  a n d  
t h e i r  f a m i l i e s  a m o u n t in g  to  £ 5 ,9 4 6  
(£ 6 ,2 9 3 )  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  e n d in g  Ju n e  
3 0  1 9 9 4 . In  a d d i t i o n  s o m e  £ 3 ,7 2 4  
( £ 3 ,2 4 3  w a s  o b t a i n e d  f r o m  o t h e r  
R e g im en ts  o r  ch arities .

T h e  R e g im e n t a l  B e n e v o l e n t  
C o m m ittee  m u ch  a p p re c ia te s  th e  a s s is 
t a n c e  i t  r e c e iv e s  f r o m  b r a n c h e s  o f  
S S A F A , T h e  R o y a l  B r i t i s h  L e g io n ,  
F E P O W  an d  o th e r c h a r i ta b le  o rg a n is a 
t i o n s  w h o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r o c e s s  th e  
re q u e s ts  f ro m  fo rm e r  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  
R e g im en t fo r a ssis ta n ce .

W ar M em orial C ottages (W M C )
T H E  c o t ta g e s  a t N o r w ic h  a n d  K in g s  
L y n n  c o n tin u e  to  b e  o c c u p ie d  b y  fo r 
m e r  m e m b e r s  o f  T h e  R e g im e n t  a n d  
th e ir  fam ilie s . C u rre n tly  th e re  a re  se v en  
o n  th e  w a itin g  list.

R egim ental M useum
E X H IB IT IO N S  in  th e  m u s e u m  h a v e  
in c l u d e d  th e  R e g im e n t a l  M e m o r ia l  
C o t t a g e s ,  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  t h e  5 0 th  
A n n i v e r s a r y  o f  K o h i m a ,  t h e  5 0 th  
A n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  N o rm a n d y  L an d in g  
a n d  R e g im e n ta l S ilv e r . A  re c e n t ac q u i
s i t io n  in c lu d e d  G e n e r a l  S t r i c k l a n d ’s 
m e d a l s  a n d  s h o r t l y  th e r e  w i l l  b e  a 
b ro c h u re  a v a ila b le  fo r  v isito rs .

R egim ental H istory
V O L U M E  IV  o f  t h e  H i s t o r y  w a s  
l a u n c h e d  p r io r  to  C h r i s tm a s  a n d  w e 
h a v e  n o w  s o l d  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  th e  
b o o k s  p r in te d .

V C  Prints
T H E  n ew  p r in t  o f  M r  P e te r  A rc h e r ’s 
p a in tin g  o f  C a p t D a v id  Ja m ie so n  w in 
n in g  his V C  a t th e  B a ttle  o f  th e  R iv e r  
O r n e  is  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  p u r c h a s e  
f ro m  R H Q .

T H E  L i n c o l n s h i r e  R e g im e n t a l  
A s s o c ia t io n  c o n t in u e s  to  a t t r a c t  n ew  
m e m b e rsh ip  w ith  a ll b ra n c h e s  re p o r t
i n g  w e ll a t t e n d e d  a n n u a l  m e e t in g s ,  
d a n c e s ,  d in n e r s ,  s o c ia l  e v e n in g s  an d  
o th e r  sp e c ia l e v e n ts .  T h is  w as  p a r tic u 
l a r l y  e v i d e n t  a t  t h e  R e g im e n t a l  
G a th e r in g . B a s s in g b o u m , w h e n  a  la rg e  
c o n tin g e n t o f  L in c o ln s  w e re  p re se n t to  
en jo y  an  e x c e l le n t  d a y .

Continued Page M
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T h e  R e g im e n ta l  r e u n io n ,  w h ic h  
to o k  p la c e  in  L in c o ln , w as a  g re a t su c
cess, e v e n  th o u g h  it w a s  held  a ll  on one 
d a y  in s t e a d  o f  o v e r  th e  u s u a l  tw o . 
B e c a u se  o f  th is ,  t im in g s  w e re  c ritic a l 
w i th  th e  a n n u a l  g e n e r a l  c o m m i t t e e  
m e e tin g , th e  a n n u a l g e n e ra l  m e e tin g  
a n d  R e g im e n ta l m a rc h  p as t a ll h av ing  
to  take p la c e  b e fo re  the  c h u rc h  se rv ice  
in  S t. N ic h o la s  C h u r c h  a t 1 1 3 0  h rs . 
H o w ev er, th e  d ay  w e n t like c lo c k w o rk  
a n d  w as w ell su p p o rte d  w ith  ju s t  under 
2 0 0  a tte n d in g  th e  re u n io n  lu n ch eo n .

Lincoln B ranch
T H E  B ra n c h  h a s  b een  on  a n u m b e r  o f  
o u t in g s  w h ic h  i n c l u d e  t r i p s  to  th e  
B ev erley  M u seu m  an d  a  very  p leasan t 
d ay  o u t  a t E d e n  C a m p , w h ic h  is w ell 
w o rth  a  v isit.

T h e  a u tu m n  b a rb e c u e  h e ld  at th e  
S o b ra o n  B a r r a c k s ,  w a s  b le s s e d  w ith  
g lo r io u s  s u n s h in e  a n d  a  very  p le a sa n t 
day  w as h ad  b y  all. T h e  R o y a l A n g lian  
C a d e t  B a n d  p l a y e d  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  
a f te rn o o n  an d  w ere  v e ry  m u ch  a p p re c i
a te d  b y  th e  la r g e  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p le  
w h o  c a m e  f ro m  far a n d  w id e  an d  w e 
thank  th em  a ll fo r  th e ir  su p p o rt.

Stam ford Branch
T H E  S ta m f o r d  B ra n c h  c o n t in u e s  to  
in c r e a s e  in  n u m b e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  w e  
w o u ld  s til l  lik e  to  se e  m o re  e x -R o y a l 
A n g lia n  R e g im e n t  p e r s o n n e l  jo in in g  
the  A sso c ia tio n . T h e  b ra n c h  h a s  reg u la r  
m ee tin g s an d  w e  are d e v e lo p in g  a  busy  
so c ia l  p r o g ra m m e  in  a d d i t io n  to  th e  
B ra n c h 's  n e w s le tte r  w h ich  h e lp s  us to  
k e e p  in to u c h  w ith  th o se  w h o  c a n n o t 
a tten d  the  m ee tin g s.

W e a re  fo rtu n a te  in h av ing  a  m e m 
b e r  w h o  d u p l ic a te s  c o p ie s  f o r  u s  in 
ad d itio n  to  c h a rg in g  a ro u n d  d e liv e r in g  
th em  in an  au th en tic  ca rr ie r, o r  th ree- 
to n  tru c k .'

T h e  B r a n c h  n o w  a t t e n d s  c iv i c  
p a ra d e s , c o m p le te  w ith  S ta n d a rd ,  a s  
p a r t o f  th e  e x -s e rv ic e s  c o n tin g e n t an d  
recen tly  jo in e d  in  the B a ttle  o f  B rita in

p a rad e  w h ich  w as fo llo w ed  b y  a  recep 
tion in th e  T ow n  Hall.

M any  o f o u r m em bers gave support 
to  th e  R e g im e n ta l  G a th e r in g  a t 
B a ss in g b o u rn , the  an n u a l R eg im en ta l 
reun ion  an d  the 1st B a tta lion  M alayan  
reunion.

T h o se  w h o  a tte n d e d  th e se  e v e n ts  
had  a  w onderfu l tim e an d  they becam e 
th e  m a in  to p ic  o f  c o n v e r s a t io n  fo r  
w eek s afterw ards.

T h e  fu tu re  p ro g ra m m e  in c lu d e s  a 
lad ies n igh t and A m erican  su p p e r w ith 
s l i d e s  a b o u t  a r e c e n t  v i s i t  to  N W  
E u ro p e  a n d  P o la n d ,  a n d  a  r e g a l i a  
e v e n in g  a t th e  S ta m fo rd  T o w n  H a ll, 
n o t  o n ly  to  s e e  th e  r e g a l i a  w h ic h  
in c lu d es  so m e R e g im en ta l S ilv e r, but 
to  have a  to u r o f  the various T o w n  Hall 
room s.

M idland Branch
T H E  B r a n c h  c o n t in u e s  to  g o  f ro m  
streng th  to  streng th  and is in a  healthy  
position  both  in m em b ersh ip  and fin an 
c ia l ly .  M e e tin g s  a re  h e ld  a t th e  Iv y  
L e a f  C lu b  R o y a l B r i t i s h  L e g io n  a t 
C o v en try  R oad, S heldon . B irm ingham  
o n  th e  f irs t T u e sd a y  o f  e v e ry  m o n th . 
A ny  ex -L in co ln s , p a rticu larly  M alayan  
e ra  an d  ex -R o y a l A nglian , are  w elcom e 
to  a ttend  the  m eetings. T h is  inv ita tio n  
is a lso  ex ten d ed  to  their w ives.

T h e  B r a n c h  a t t e n d e d  D -D a y  
p arades a t C oven try  on Ju n e  5 and  the 
W arw ick sh ire  R oyal B ritish  L eg ion  in 
W arw ick  on  Ju n e  12. B o th  w ere  w ell 
a t te n d e d  an d  th e  S ta n d a rd s  w e re  on  
parade .

T h e  4 th  B a tta lio n  M o rta r  P la to o n  
h e ld  its reu n io n  o n  July  14 at o u r head 
q u a r te rs , w h ich  saw  a  v e ry  g o o d  tu rn  
o u t from  bo th  4 th  B attalion  and  branch  
m em bers. B ecause  o f  the  cen tra l lo ca
tio n  g e o g ra p h ic a lly , it n o w  se e m s  to  
hav e  b eco m e  an annual even t.

O n  A u g  14 a  coach  w as o rg an ised  
to  take us to  the L inco ln  B ranch  b a rb e 
cu e , and  ev e ry o n e  agreed  it w as a lo v e
ly day out.

Spald ing B ranch
T H E  B ran ch  h a s  been  very  a c tiv e  and 
s in c e  th e  la s t  C a s t le  r e p o r t  w e  h av e  
a tte n d e d  se v e ra l fu n c tio n s  a p a r t from  
o u r m o n th ly  m ee tin g s .

T h e  c h a irm a n , C ap t G u y  G ra y , his 
d e p u ty  M r  N D a lto n  an d  m e m b e rs  o f 
th e  B ra n c h  a t t e n d e d  th e  N o rm a n d y  
M e m o r ia l  S e r v i c e  h e ld  a t  t h e  W a r  
M em o ria l in S p a ld in g  on  Ju n e  6 . B oth 
th e  B ra n c h  S ta n d a r d ,  c a r r ie d  b y  M r 
R o u s s e a n .  a n d  th e  S t a m f o r d  a n d  
D is tr ic t  B ra n c h  S ta n d a rd , c a r r ie d  by 
M r P a d d is o n .  w e re  o n  p a r a d e  a n d  a 
w re a th  w a s la id  o n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  O ld  
C o m ra d e s  by M r F red  E m e ry , an  ex- 
n ie m b e r  o f  th e  6 th  B a t t a l i o n  
L in c o ln sh ire  R e g im en t.

O n  S u n d a y  S e p t  11, th e  b r a n c h  
d e s c e n d e d  o n  L in c o ln  fo r  th e  a n n u a l 
R e g im en ta l re u n io n . T h is tu rn ed  o u t to 
be  a th o ro u g h ly  en jo y ab le  d ay . in p a r
tic u la r  th e  s e rv ic e , w h ich  w a s  h e ld  in 
th e  b e a u t i f u l  S t N ic h o la s  C h u r c h  in 
N ew p o rt, w h e re  th e  d rill d isp la y e d  by 
th e  B ra n c h  S ta n d a r d s  a t th e  C h u rc h  
e n tran ce  d u r in g  th e  act o f  h o m ag e  and 
at the e x it, w as ex ce llen t and  a c red it to 
T h e  R oya l L in c o ln sh ire  R e g im en t. T h e  
C a d e t B a n d  a l s o  h e lp e d  to  m a k e  the  
d a y  a  v e ry  m e m o ra b le  o n e  a n d  w a s  
very m u ch  a p p rec ia ted .

T h e  6 th  B a tta lio n  B en ev o len t Fund 
annual g en era l m ee tin g  an d  d in n e r  w as 
h e ld  o n  S a tu rd a y  O ct 1 a t th e  K in g s  
H o te l, G r a n th a m . T h is  w a s  a n  id e a l  
v e n u e  a n d  th e  l a r g e  n u m b e r s  w h o  
a tten d ed  had  a sp le n d id  ev en in g .

Italian Star A ssociation  Veteran's  
return to the F lorence and G othic  
Line Area Septem ber 5 -1 6 , 1994.
F IF T Y  y e a rs  o n  o u r  party  o f  4 0  v e te r
ans. w iv es and  f rie n d s  trav e lled  b ack  to 
I ta ly  v ia  F ra n c e  a n d  S w i tz e r la n d  o n  
S ep t 5 -  as w e ll a s  L in c o ln sh ire  v e te r
a n s .  N o r th  L o n d o n .  R e a d in g  a n d  
F o lk esto n e  v e te ra n s  fo r o u r  p ilg rim a g e  
o f  3 ,8 8 9  m iles  (C a la is  to C a la is ) .

V isits  to  F lo re n c e , P eru g ia , A ssis i. 
P isa . L u cca  an d  th e  G o th ic  L in e  w e re  
m ade in b eau tifu l w eather.

P ilg rim ag e  v is its  w ere  m ad e  to  m il
itary c e m e te r ie s  at C o rian o  R id g e  (near 
G e m m a n o  R id g e )  F a e n z a  a n d  F o r l i ,  
w h e re  s e v e ra l  t h o u s a n d  B r i t i s h  a n d  

Continued Page 69
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Left: The D-Day Parade in Coventry on June 5. Right: M r G Barker only survivor of the Grimsby Chums

From Page 68
C o m m o n w e a lth  s o ld ie r s ,  s a i lo r s  a n d  
A irfo rce  co m rad es re s t in  p e a c e  (o v e r  
80 6 th  L in co ln s are  h e re ).

C iv ic  recep tions w ere  g iv e n  to  the  
B ritish  party  in each lo c a tio n , sp e e c h e s  
w ere  m a d e , Ita lian  S ta r  t ro p h ie s  w e re  
ex ch an g e d  for p ennan ts a n d  o th e r  g ifts .

A t e a c h  cem ete ry  a B r it ish /I ta l ia n  
s e rv ic e  o f  r e m e m b ra n c e  w a s  h e ld  -  
w rea th s w ere  laid and  h u n d re d s  o f  p o p 
pies an d  c ro sses w ere  p la c e d  o n  g rav es .

L in c o ln  J o h n  K e y w o r t h  f r o m  
G rim sb y  p layed  L ast P o s t &  R e v e ille , 
a n d  p r a y e r s  w e re  s a id  b y  B o s to n ia n  
G e o rg e  W ilk in so n , th e  L o r d 's  P ra y e r  
by  a l l ,  w r e a th s  w e r e  l a i d  b y  6 th  
L in c o ln  E ric  M a rs h a ll  o f  H o rn c a s t le  
a n d  6 th  L in c o ln  F re d  P e b e r d y  o f  
B o sto n . O ld  C om rad es w e re  h o n o u re d  
w ith  d ig n ity  and  th e  I ta l ia n  S ta r  O d e  
w as re la te d  by R alph  B ra y h a m . s e c re 
tary  N o rth  London B ranch .

P r a y e r s  w e re  s a id  f o r  th e  2 0 0  
I ta l ia n  c iv il ia n s  k i l le d  in  th e  te r r ib le  
b o m b ard m en t all tho se  y e a r s  ago . 
Italian Star Ode
W h en  you  w alk th ro u g h  p e a c e fu l lan es 
so g re e n , rem em b er us. a n d  th in k  w h at 
m ig h t h av e  been. 'W e  d o  re m e m b e r  
th e m .’

I f  an y o n e  has a re la tiv e  b u r ie d  in 
any  o f  the  three c e m e te r ie s  m e n tio n e d , 
p lease  yet in touch.

F red  Peberdy
6 th  L in c o ln s  (W e lfa re )  

T o u r  L e a d e r

G rim sby Branch
IN  th e  1 9 1 4 -1 8  W a r  a  b a t ta l io n  w a s  
fo rm ed  from  the  G rim sb y  a re a  fo r  th e  
t h e n  L in c o ln s h i r e  R e g i m e n t ,  w h o  
b ecam e  k n ow n  a s  th e  G r im sb y  C h u m s. 
T h e y  to o k  p a r t  in  th e  b a t t l e  o f  th e  
S o m m e o n  S a tu rd ay  Ju ly  I , 191 6  an d  
w e re  w ith d ra w n  o n  M o n d a y  J u ly  18, 
191 6  w ith  15 o f f ic e r s  a n d  4 8 7  o th e r  
ra n k s  w e re  e i th e r  k i l le d , w o u n d e d  o r  
m issing .

T h e  p h o t o g r a p h  ( a b o v e  r i g h t )  
sh o w s th e  o n ly  liv in g  su rv iv o r  o f  th e  
C h u m s , M r G e o rg e  B a rk e r , a lo n g s id e  
th e  G r im s b y  a n d  D i s t r i c t  B r a n c h  
S t a n d a r d  a n d  b e a r e r ,  M r  B e r n a r d  
W e lb o u rne . ta k e n  a t a re c e n t r e m e m 
b ran ce  se rv ice  in G rim sb y .

In  th e  c o n g r e g a t i o n  w e r e  M r  
A u s t in  M itc h e l l  M P , th e  M a y o r  o f  
G r im s b y  a n d  C o u n c i l  a n d  G r im s b y  
b ran ch  m em bers.

T h e  G r im s b y  b r a n c h  a n n u a l  
r e u n io n  lu n c h e o n  w ill b e  h e ld  a t th e  
B e a c h o lm e  H o l id a y  C e n t r e ,  o n  
S a tu rd ay  A p r 22, 1995.

A n d  f in a l ly  -  f ro m  th e  G r im s b y  
E v en in g  T e leg rap h  ( fo r  w h ic h  th an k s):

" O n e  o f  th e  tw o  s u rv iv in g  m e m 
b e r s  o f  th e  1 0 th  B a t t a l i o n  T h e  
L in c o ln s h ire  R e g im e n t,  th e  G r im s b y  
C h u m s, has d ied  in C a n ad a .

P ro fesso r Jo h n  'C h e r ry ' W e a ll, fo r
m e r ly  121 P te  J o h n  W e a l l ,  1 0 th  
L in co ln s d ied  on  A pril 2 3  th is  y e a r  ju s t  
five  m on ths sho rt o f  h is 100th b ir th d a y .

D e rb y  b o rn , a n d  a n  a p p r e n t i c e d

g a r d e n e r ,  h e  j o in e d  th e  B a t ta l io n  on  
A u g u s t  5 , 1 9 1 4  t r a in e d  w ith  th e m  at 
B ro ck le sb y  a n d  S u tto n  V en y  a n d  w e n t 
to  F rance .

H e w e n t ‘o v e r  th e  to p ’ o n  J u ly  I. 
1 9 1 6  f o l lo w in g  t h e  b lo w in g  o f  th e  
g re a t m in e  a t  L a  B o ise lle  a n d  re c a lle d  
th e  in c id e n t c le a r ly  in  1991.

“ O u r tr e n c h  s h o o k  v io le n tly  w h e n  
th e  m ine e x p lo d e d  a n d  I w en t o v e r  th e  
to p  and  in to  te rr if ic  f ire  from  the  B o c h e  
m a c h in e  g u n s  so  th a t, w ith in  m in u te s . 
N o  M a n 's  L a n d  w a s  a  line o f  d e a d  o r  
w o u n d e d  so ld ie rs .

‘‘F o rtu n a te ly  I w a s  not h it an d  w e n t 
o n  to  a  g r o u p  t h a t  w a s  ‘g e t t i n g  
th ro u g h '.

F or th re e  te r r ib le  d ay s  I s u rv iv e d  in 
M a m e tz  W o o d  w ith o u t  fo o d  o r  w a te r  
a n d  f in a lly  g o t b a c k  to  h e a d q u a r te rs  to 
f in d  th e  1 0 th  L in c o ln s  r e d u c e d  t o  a  
c a d r e  o f  a b o u t  121 -  m y r e g im e n ta l  
n u m b e r . '

Jo h n  W e a ll e m ig ra te d  o n  h is  w e d 
d in g  day  in 1921. b e c a m e  a h ig h ly  s u c 
c e s s fu l la n d s c a p e  g a rd e n e r  in  T o ro n to  
a n d , in th e  la te r  y e a r s  o f  h is  w o rk in g  
l i f e ,  w as  a  l e c tu r e r  in  h o r t ic u l tu r e  at 
G u e lp h  U n iv e rs ity .

H e h a d  a  ro se  n a m e d  a f te r  h im  in 
1991.

H is b es t f rie n d  in  the  B a tta lio n  w as 
S g t  G h u z n e e  G e o r g e  T ru e  M M  a n d  
T r u e ’ s d a u g h t e r  B e t ty  a n d  W e a l l 's  
d a u g h te r , n o w  M rs  W in if re d  H o p e  o f  
C h e s te r f ie ld , h a v e  c o r re sp o n d e d  f o r  6 0  
y e a r s ,  k e e p in g  a l iv e  th e  b o n d  fo rm e d  
by  th e ir  f a th e rs  in F la n d e rs .”
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A n n u a l  d in n e r  a n d  d a n c e
THE A ssociation’s annual dinner and 
d an ce  w as h e ld  at Sele  S c h o o l, 
H ertford on the evening of Saturday 
Apr 16 when over 220 members, wives 
and th e ir guests  attended . W e were 
pleased to welcome as our guests Col 
G eo ffrey  M o rg an , p re s id en t o f  the 
Essex Regim ent A ssociation, and his 
wife Dr Hilary Morgan, and from  the 
1st Battalion Maj G P Halewood and 
his lady represented Lt Col and Mrs R 
M Brunt, who were unable to attend. 
Another old friend CSgt Bird from the 
1 st Battalion was also a guest.

All the Association branches were 
represented and a party from the Essex 
R egim ent A ssocia tion  was a lso  pre
sent.

For the second year, and sadly the 
last time, the Regim ental Band o f  the 
1st Battalion was in attendance. After 
the Association members filed into din
ner, the B ranch Standards w ere then 
m arch ed  in to  th e  h a ll to o u r  old 
Regim ental march ‘M andolinata’ and 
on to  the stage. A fter the Regimental 
G race by Maj D onald G irdw ood the 
s ta n d a rd s  m a rch ed  o f f  to  ‘R ule 
B ritan n ia , S peed  th e  P lo u g h ’ to  be 
hung on the balcony overlooking the 
diners.

After an excellent meal our chair
man, Brigadier Angus Robertson CBE, 
w e lco m ed  all p re se n t and g av e  an 
update on events in the Regiment and 
the Association over the year. He fin
ished his speech by thanking the area 
secretary, the branch secretaries and all 
the com m ittee m em bers for the hard 
work they do for the A ssociation, not 
forgetting Stan M ansfield and his din
ner committee for again organising this 
splendid event.

A message o f loyal greetings was 
sent to our C o lonel-in -C hief, Queen
70

E liza b e th  the  Q u een  M o th e r, an d  h er 
rep ly  w as read  b y  L ieu tenan t C o lonel 
S ir D erek  M ilm an  Bt M C.

T h e  B and  p lay ed  a fina l se lec tio n  
o f  po p u la r m ilita ry  tu n es befo re  d an c 
ing  com m enced . T he even ing  end ed  in 
u su a l s ty le  w ith  all p re se n t m arch in g  
ro u n d  the  h a ll to  o u r o ld  R e g im en ta l 
M arch.

T h e  A s s o c i a t i o n ’ s d in n e r  a n d  
d a n c e  fo r  1995, w ill b e  o n  S a tu rd a y  
A p r 15 at S ele School, H ertfo rd .

1st Battalion Second World War 
Officers’ reunion
T O  c e le b ra te  the  1st B a tta lio n ’s  50 th  
an n iv ersa ry  o f  the  C hind it cam p aig n , a 
w e e k e n d  r e u n io n  w a s  h e ld  in  th e  
P adw orth  H otel, R ead ing  on  June  3 -5 , 
in lieu o f  the  annual lunch in L ondon .

S u g g e s te d , a r ra n g e d  an d  m a s te r 
m inded  by  John R iggs, it w as a h igh ly  
s u c c e s s f u l ,  m e m o r a b le  a n d  h a p p y  
o c c a s io n  an d  w a s  an o p p o r tu n ity  to 
ex ch an g e  anecdo tes in sm all groups. It 
w as su g g e ste d  as a final reu n io n , but 
th e  re lu c ta n c e  to  ab an d o n  th is  annual 
occasion  w as m uch  in ev idence .

Officers' summer lunch
A S  usua l the sun shone o n  a  g lo rio u s 
d a y  to w elcom e the  fo rm er o fficers o f  
th e  1 6 th  F o o t  a n d  t h e i r  l a d i e s  to  
C h ich e ley  H all on  June 30. T h is p o p u 
la r ga thering  has been held  at the Hall 
o n  the last June fo r  four years  an d  on 
e v e ry  o c c a s io n  th e  w e a th e r  h as been  
p e rfe c t. T h is  h as e n a b le d  lu n ch  to  be 
s e rv e d  o u ts id e  in  th e  lo v e ly  g a rd e n s  
a n d  n e e d le s s  to  sa y  n e x t y e a r ’s d a te  
an d  venue w ill be the sam e.

Royal Anglian Regimental Gathering
T H E  A s s o c ia t io n  h ad  a v e ry  s tro n g  
m arch ing  con tin g en t fo r the  m arch past 
w ith  n ine A ssocia tion  b ranch  S tandards 
o n  p a r a d e ,  m o re  th a n  a n y  o th e r  
A sso c ia tio n  taking part.

T h e  s ta n d a rd  o f  sh o o t in g  fo r  th e  
s h o o t in g  c o m p e ti t io n  w a s  v e ry  h ig h  
a n d  u n fo r tu n a te ly  a s so c ia tio n  b ra n c h  
te a m s  d id  n o t w in , b u t I su p p o se  w e 
m u st g iv e  th e  o th e r  associa tio n s a little  
e n co u rag em en t now  and again.

H ow ever, the lad ies o f  the  W atfo rd  
a n d  H em el H em pstead  B ranch  w on the 
lad ies com p etitio n . W ell do n e  ladies.

Receiving the Victoria Crosses into 
The 16th Foot Museum
T H IS  s h o r t c e re m o n y  w a s  o n e  o f  the  
h i g h l i g h t s  o f  t h e  y e a r  f o r  th e  
A s s o c i a t i o n .  I t  w a s  to  r e c e i v e  th e  
V ic to ria  C ro sses  o f  B rig  C  C  F o ss  V C , 
D S O , L t F  H e d g e s  V C , 2 /L t  F  E  
Y o u n g  V C , P te  S N e e d h a m  V C  a n d  
Pte E W arm er V C  and  w as he ld  a t the 
L u to n  M u s e u m  o n  A u g  9 . A b o u t  30  
p e o p le  a t te n d e d , in c lu d in g  th e  p r e s i 
d e n t, c h a irm a n  a n d  v ice  c h a irm a n  o f  
the  A sso c ia tio n , m em b ers  o f  the  m a n 
agem en t c o m m itte e  and re p re se n ta tiv e s  
from  the  b ran ch es . W e w ere  p le a se d  to 
w elco m e C o l B  S T  A rch e r G C , O B E , 
E R D , c h a i r m a n  o f  th e  V C  a n d  G C  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  w h o  a t t e n d e d  a s  an  
observer.

T h e se  f iv e  V ic to r ia  C r o s s e s  p lu s  
the tw o  a lread y  in the  m u se u m  o f  C a p t 
J B C o llin g s W ells  V C, D S O  an d  2 /L t 
T  A d lam  V C , w ill rep re sen t a  V C  d is 
p la y  p r o b a b ly  n o t  m a tc h e d  b y  a n y  
o th er R eg im en ta l m useum  in  the  c o u n 
try.

T h e  A sso c ia tio n  p re s id e n t, L t C o l 
S i r  D e re k  M ilm a n  B t, M C , h a n d e d  
o v e r  th e  f iv e  V ic to r ia  C ro s s e s  to  th e  
M a y o r  o f  L u to n ,  c o u n c i l l o r  M r s  
D e s lin e  S te w a r t , w h o  a c c e p te d  th e m  
fo r  sa fe  k e e p in g  in  the  m u se u m . In  a 
speech  to  m ark  th e  o ccasio n . S ir  D erek  
refe rred  to  the fea rso m e  tre n c h  w arfa re  
o f  the F irst W orld  W ar and  o f  th e  b ra v 
e ry  o f  all th o se  in v o lv ed . H e  th a n k e d  
the M ayor fo r th e  support g iv e n  to  the 
R e g im e n ta l  m u s e u m  b y  L u to n  
B orough  C o u n c il, an d  he la te r  c o n g ra t
u lated  the A s so c ia tio n ’s m u se u m  c o m 
m ittee  on  th e  R e g im e n ta l  d is p la y .  In 
re p ly , th e  M a y o r  c o m m e n te d  o n  th e  
p rid e  w h ic h  th e  to w n  fe l t  f o r  i ts  o ld  
regim ent.

D-Day Service at St. Albans 
Cathedral
ST A L B A N S  C a th e d ra l w a s  p a c k e d  to  
c a p a c i ty  o n  S u n d a y  J u n e  5 f o r  t h e  
th an k sg iv in g  an d  c o m m e m o ra tio n  se r
v ice  o f  the  50 th  an n iv e rsa ry  o f  D -D ay , 
o rg a n ise d  b y  th e  H e r tfo rd s h ire  R o y a l 
B ritish  L eg io n . S tan d a rd s  f ro m  all o v e r  
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  w e r e  o n  t h e  p a r a d e  
includ ing  th o se  fro m  the A s so c ia t io n ’s 
H i t c h in ,  W a t f o r d  a n d  H e m e l  
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The president of the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire Regiment Association, Lt Col Sir 
Derek Milman Bt, MC, handing over one of the five Victoria Crosses to the Mayor of 

Luton, Mrs Desline Stewart, who accepted them for safekeeping in the museum
From Page 70
H e m p s te a d  b r a n c h e s  a n d  th e  
H ertfo rd sh ire  R e g im en t A sso c ia tio n .

A l th o u g h  th e  2 n d  B a t ta l io n  T he 
H e r tfo rd sh ire  R e g im e n t w as  th e  o n ly  
unit o f  th e  r e g im e n t th a t to o k  p art in 
the D -D ay  la n d in g s , m a n y B e d fo rd s ' 
p o s te d  to  o t h e r  u n i t s  w e r e  th e r e  o r  
landed  a  few  d a y s  la te r  as  r e in fo r c e 
m ents. S o m e  o f  th ese  c o m ra d e s  m ad e  
the p ilg rim ag e  back fo r the  an n iv ersa ry  
event.

It is a l s o  th e  511th a n n iv e r s a r y o f  
bo th  th e  C h in d i t  c a m p a ig n , in  w h ic h  
the 1st B a tta lio n  se rved  so  p ro m in e n t
ly, and  the  f in a l B a ttle  o f  C a ss in o  w h en  
th e  2nd  B a tta l io n  c ro s s e d  th e  R a p id o  
R iv e r  u n d e r  f i r e ,  h o l d i n g  a  s m a l l  
b r id g e h e a d  b e fo re  a d v a n c in g  to w a rd s  
the M o n aste ry .

Regim ental Story -  V olum e 3 -  T he  
Cap Badge
W H A T w a s  o rig in a lly  g o in g  to  be the  
th ird  v o lu m e  o f  the  R e g im e n ta l S to ry  
is now  b e in g  p u b lish ed  in the sp rin g  o f  
1995 a s  T h e  C a p  B a d g e .  T h is  h a r d  
back ed  b o o k , w h ich  is b e in g  f in a n c e d  
by the A sso c ia tio n , has been  e n h a n c e d  
by sk e tc h e s  an d  m aps, an d  3 0 0  p ag es 
w ith  a lo o s e  c o v e r  b e a r in g  th e  c a p

b a d g e s  o f  T h e  B e d f o r d s h i r e  a n d  
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  R e g im e n t  a n d  T h e  
H e r t f o r d s h i r e  R e g im e n t  ( T A ) .  T h e  
au tho r. M aj R H M e d ley  D L , g iv e s  the  
p e rso n a l a c c o u n ts  set d o w n  by c o m 
m a n d in g  o f f ic e r s ,  c o m p a n y  a n d  p la 
to o n  c o m m a n d e rs , n o n -c o m m is s io n e d  
o ffice rs  as w ell as p riv a te  so ld ie rs , re g 
u lar, TA  o r v o lu n tee r  an d  th e  c itiz e n  in 
u n ifo rm  se rv in g  in b o th  of th e  coun ty  
reg im ents.

T he book w ill be p u b lish e d  by L eo  
C o o p e r, Pen an d  S w o rd  a t th e  co s t o f  
£ 18.50.

M em orial G ardens
T H E  M em oria l G ard en s are  n o w  b e in g  
k e p t tidy  by a c o n t r a c t  g a r d e n e r  o n  
ag reem en t w ith  the m a n a g e m e n t c o m 
m ittee . It has been  a g re e d  th a t m ark e rs  
m ay  be p laced  a b o v e  th e  g ro u n d  w h en  
a sh es  are  buried .

N ew s from  the branches 
T H E  B edford  B ranch  h a s  lo s t w ith  
g rea t sadness o n  M ay  2 2 , T e d  H arvey  
w h o  had se rved  w ith  th e  2nd B a tta lio n  
at D u n k irk  an d  N o rth  A f r ic a  b u t h as  
w e lco m ed  fo u r m o re  m e m b e rs  in c lu d 
in g  9 5 -y ea r-o ld  F irst W o rld  W a r  v e te r
a n . M r G e o rg e  B a r tr a m  w h o  s e rv e d

w i th  th e  4 th  B a t t a l i o n ,  T h e  
B e d f o r d s h i r e  R e g im e n t  in  F r a n c e ,  
1 9 1 7 - IS. A  c o a c h  tr ip  to  H u n s ta n to n  
w as  a  g rea t su c c e ss . E n te rta in m e n t w as 
la id  o n  in  th e  e v e n in g  in a  lo ca l c lu b  
w h e re  o u r m e m b e r s  w e re  m a d e  m o s t 
w e lco m e . A  B an d  C o n c e r t  by the B and 
o f  th e  1st B a tta lio n . T h e  R o y a l A ng lian  
R e g im e n t  w a s  g i v e n  a t  th e  C o r n  
E x c h a n g e ,  B e d fo r d  o n  M a y  2 5 , th e  
p ro c e e d s  g o  to  th e  A rm y  B e n e v o le n t 
F u n d . T h e  B e d fo rd  B ra n c h  m e e tin g s  
a r e  n o w  h e ld  in  t h e  B r i t i s h  U n ite d  
S e rv ic e m e n 's  A s so c ia t io n  C lu b o n  the 
B ro a d w a y , B e d fo rd , o n  th e  firs t Friday 
o f  ev e ry  m o n th  a t 2 0 0 0  h rs . T h e  b ranch  
d in n e r  w as a t the  M o a t H o u se , B ed fo rd  
o n  O c t 1.

The H e r tfo r d  B r a n c h  h a s  b e e n  
v e ry  ac tiv e . T h e  n u m b e rs  a tte n d in g  the 
A s s o c ia t io n  d in n e r  w e re  a  re c o rd . At 
t h e  R o y a l A n g l i a n  G a t h e r i n g  a t 
B a ss in g b o u m , o v e r  8 0  o f  o u r  m em b ers, 
w i v e s  a n d  f r i e n d s  a t t e n d e d .  
A t te n d a n c e s  a t our lo c a l so c ia l  f u n c 
t io n s  re m a in  h ig h  a n d  w e  c o n tin u e  to 
p la n  fo r fu tu re  e v e n ts .

T h e  S t A lb a n s  B r a n c h  is s t i l l  in 
g o o d  shape. T h e  b ra n c h  m e m b e rs  g iv e  
a l l  t h e i r  s u p p o r t  in  a t t e n d i n g  a l l  
A sso c ia tio n  an d  R e g im e n ta l func tio n s.

T h e  W a t f o r d  & H em e l  
H e m p ste a d  B r a n c h  h a s  m o v e d  its  
m e e t in g s  f ro m  th e  T A  C e n tr e  to  th e  
H e m e l  H e m p s t e a d  R o y a l  B r i t i s h  
L e g i o n  Club.  W e  a t t e n d e d  th e  
b u f f e t / d a n c e  on  M a y  21 w h ic h  w a s  
o rg a n is e d  b y  th e  D a c o ru m  C o m b in e d  
E x -S e r v ic e s  A s s o c ia t io n ,  w h ic h  w as 
fo l lo w e d  o n  M a y  2 2  by  a  d ru m h e a d  
se rv ic e  in G a d e b r id g e  Park .

T h e  s e rv ic e  in  th e  park  w as in the 
p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e  D e p u ty  L o rd  
L ie u te n a n t o f  H e r tfo rd sh ire  an d  a rep 
re se n ta tiv e  o f  the  I S F o rc e s  in E u ro p e . 
T h e  w e a th e r  w a s  f in e  f o r  o u r  sp r in g  
b a n k  h o lid ay  c h a r ity  sta ll, b u t u n fo r tu 
n a te ly  w e w e re  u n a b le  to  ra ise  as m uch  
as p rev io u s  y ea rs .

M e m b e rs  a t te n d e d  th e  S t. A lb a n s  
C a th e d ra l se rv ic e  fo r  th e  D -D ay  c o m 
m e m o r a t io n ,  a n d  th e  B a s s in g b o u r n  
G ath e rin g . O u r  sh o o tin g  te a m s  d id  w ell 

th e  A te a m  lost by o n e  p o in t an d  o u r 
la d ie s  w on th e n  se c tio n .

H itchin B ranch  m e m b e rs  a tte n d e d  
Continued Page 72
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B a s s in g b o u r n  a n d  th e  s e r v i c e  a t S t 
A lb an s C a th ed ra] on Ju n e  5, an d  b e fo re  
leav in g  fo r  h o m e  e n jo y e d  a  m e a l  at a 
B e e fe a te r  R estau ran t. O u r  su m m e r ou t
in g  w as o n  S u n d a y  A u g  7, to  S to k e  
B ru ern e  in N o rth am p to n sh ire . T h e  day 
s ta rted  w ith  a b arg e  tr ip  a long  th e  p ic 
tu r e s q u e  G ra n d  U n io n  C a n a l  w h ic h  
w as  fo llo w e d  b y  a lu n c h  in th e  B o a t 
Inn an d  a  coach  tour. T o w a rd s  th e  end 
o f  th e  y ear w e h av e  a fu ll co ach  o f  our 
m em b ers , fa m ilie s  an d  fr ie n d s  fo r  our 
a n n u a l ca ro l c o n ce rt a t T h u rs fo rd , fo l
lo w ed  by a s to p  in  K in g s L yn n  fo r  d in 
ner.

O n  D ec 17 w e  are o n c e  ag a in  ho ld
in g  o u r  C h r is tm a s  d in n e r  at th e  F irs t 
H o te l, H itchin.
T h e  Luton & D u nstab le  B ranch  has
a t t e n d e d  a l l  t h e  A s s o c i a t i o n  a n d  
R e g im e n t a l  a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  a t  th e  
A sso c ia tio n ’s d in n e r  a n d  d a n c e  N e llie  
a n d  C h a r l ie  B a c c h u s  m a d e  it a  p a rty  
w ith  th e ir  fam ily  to  ce le b ra te  th e ir  54th 
w ed d in g  an n iversary .

W ith  th e  h e lp  o f  th e  la d ie s  o f  the  
b ranch , tw o  c o ffe e  m o rn in g s  w e re  held 
d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  a t  t h e  D u n s ta b l e  
M e th o d is t C h u rch  H all, w hen a p p ro x i
m a te ly  £ 2 0 0  w a s  r a i s e d  f o r  b r a n c h  
fu n d s . A t a ce rem o n y  o n  Jan  6 , 1994, 
tw o  o f  o u r  b ra n c h  m e m b e rs , N o rm a n  
a n d  M a rjo r ie  C h a m b e r la in ,  r e c e iv e d  
f ro m  P r in c e  M ic h a e l  o f  K e n t  th e  
M e r i to r io u s  S e rv ic e  C e r t i f i c a t e  an d  
th e ir  10 y e a r  b a d g e s  f o r  o u ts ta n d in g  
se rv ice  w ith  S S A F A . N o rm an  se rv e d  in 
th e  1st B a tta l io n ,  T h e  H e r t fo r d s h i r e  
R e g im en t an d  w a s  w o u n d e d  in I ta ly .

O W IN G  to  the  in d isp o s it io n  o f  th e ir  
s e c r e ta r y  M aj C o l in  A lb a n y ,  th e r e  
h a v e  u n f o r tu n a te ly  b e e n  no  A s s o c 
ia tion  n o te s fo r th is  issue.

T h e  b u ffe t w as held  a t  S e le  S ch o o l 
on  N o v  6, w hen th e  V o lu n te e r  B a n d  of 
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th e  R o y a l A n g lia n  R e g im e n t w as  in  
a tten d an ce

A  d o u b le  issu e  o f  notes w ill ap p ear 
in  th e  n ex t ed itio n

Annual reunion dinner
T H E  d in n e r  w as h e ld , as u su a l, in  the  
T A  C e n tre  w ith  176 m em b ers in  a tte n 
dance . G en  S ir Jo h n  A keh u rst p resid ed  
an d  p ro p o se d  the  to as ts  o f  T h e  Q ueen  
a n d  O u r  D e p u ty  C o lo n e l  in  C h ie f .  
G e n e ra l A k e h u rs t sa id  th a t te le g ra m s 
o f  g o o d  w ish e s  fo r a con v iv ia l ev en in g  
h a d  been  re c e iv e d  fro m  H e r  M a jes ty  
T h e  Q u e e n  an d  f ro m  H R H  P r in c e s s  
A lice , D u ch ess o f  G loucester, in rep ly  
to  loyal te lg ram s sen t to th em  earlier.

A f te r  w e lc o m in g  th e  e x c e l l e n t  
tu rn o u t o f  C om rad es , and c o n g ra tu la t
in g  D a v id  D e a c o n  o n  o n c e  a g a in  
b r i n g in g  3 3  o f  h is  H o n g  K o n g  
W a r r io r s  a lo n g  w ith  h im .  G e n e r a l  
A k eh u rs t ad d re sse d  tho se  p re sen t. H e 
e x p r e s s e d  s e r io u s  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  
D efence . T h e  se rv ices w ere  v ic tim s o f  
th e ir  o w n  su c cess . E v ery th ing  th ey  had 
b e e n  a s k e d  to  d o  o v e r  th e  p a s t h a lf -  
cen tu ry  h ad  been d o n e  w ell and  p o liti
c ia n s  th e re fo re  to o k  fo r g ra n te d  th a t 
th in g s  w o u ld  a lw a y s  b e  d o n e  w e ll , 
h o w e v e r m u ch  they  cu t the  forces.

In th e  G e n e r a l ’ s o p in io n ,  th e s e  
re so u rces h ad  been  reduced  to  d a n g e r
o u s  levels an d  it w as hard  to  see  how  
th e  B r i t i s h  A rm e d  F o r c e s  w e r e  to  
m ain ta in  th e ir  repu ta tio n  as am o n g  the 
b e s t  a n d  m o s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  in  th e  
w o rld . T h a t  e x c e lle n c e  d e p e n d e d  on  
tra in in g  an d  support and  these  aspects 
w ere  b e in g  se rio u sly  e roded .

T h e  R oya l A n g lian  R eg im en t, said  
th e  G e n e ra l ,  w as  in g o o d  o rd e r  a n d  
v e ry  b u s y , w ith  th e  1st B a tta l io n  in 
E a s t  T y ro n e  a n d  th e  2 n d  in  B o s n ia . 
T h e  r e g u la r s  w e re  b a c k e d  b y  th r e e  
go o d , w ell re c ru ite d  T A  batta lio n s and

all w o u ld  be  o n  p a ra d e  n e x t A pril for 
p re sen ta tio n  o f  C o lo u rs  in C o lchester.

T h e  G e n e ra l sa id  th a t th e  Secretary 
o f  S ta te  w o u ld  s o o n  m a k e  a  statem ent 
g iv in g  th e  fu tu re  to ta l s tr e n g th  o f  the 
T A , b u t  t h a t  d e t a i l s  o f  t h e  w ay  in 
w h ic h  th a t s t r e n g th  w o u ld  b e  o rg an 
ised  w o u ld  no t b e  k n o w n  u n til towards 
the en d  o f  the y e a r . H e g a v e  h is opin
io n  th a t C la re  S tre e t  T A  C e n tre  was 
n o t  u n d e r  t h r e a t  a n d  t h a t  w e  co u ld  
e x p e c t  to  b e  th e r e  a g a in  in  a  y e a r ’s 
tim e. R u m o u rs  w e re  a ls o  r i f e  abou t the 
fu tu re o f  R H Q . T h e re  h ad  b e e n  threats 
o f  se v ere  c u ts  b u t the  G e n e ra l  thought 
there w as no w  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  that the 
R e g im en t w o u ld  c o n tin u e  to  be  repre
sen ted  in  N o r th a m p to n  f o r  so m e time 
being.

F in a l ly ,  o n  T h e  R o y a l  A n g lia n  
R eg im en t, the  G e n e ra l c o m m e n d e d  the 
p r o j e c t  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a  R e g im e n ta l  
m useum  at D u x fo rd , h o p e fu lly  to open 
in 1996. T u rn in g  to  th e  N ortham ptons, 
the  G en era l p ra ise d  L t C o l W ilson  for 
the  c o n tin u in g  p ro d u c t io n  o f  the  first 
c lass  N e w s le tte r, b u t w a rn e d  com rades 
th a t  it d e p e n d e d  e n t i r e ly  u p o n  th e ir  
co n tr ib u tio n s  to  it. H e in v i te d  everyone 
to send  in th e ir  n e w s  an d  m em o rie s, all 
o f  w h ic h  w o u ld  b e  w e l c o m e .  T h e  
m u s e u m  in  A b in g d o n  P a r k ,  a f te r  a 
lo n g  c lo s u r e  f o r  s t r u c t u r a l  re p a irs ,  
w ould  be re o p e n in g  la te r  in  the  month. 
A fte r  g iv in g  d e ta i ls  o f  th e  p arad e  the 
next m o rn in g  a n d  th a n k in g  M aj Am os 
for all h is  w o rk  in  m a k in g  C la re  Street 
a v a i la b le  f o r  th e  d in n e r  a n d  Lt C ol 
W ilson  fo r all h is  s te r lin g  w o rk  during 
the year, th e  G e n e ra l th e n  p ro p o se d  the 
toast: T h e  R e g im e n t.

The C om rades church  parade
T H E  tu rn o u t w a s  a s  g o o d  a s  e v e r  and 
th e  s h o r te n e d  m a rc h ,  h e a d e d  by the 
B and  o f  th e  5 th  B a tta l io n  T h e  Royal 
A nglian  R e g im e n t, w as a p p re c ia te d  by 
a l l .  T h e  c h u r c h  s e r v i c e  w a s  w e ll 
a ttended . T h e  a d d re s s  w as  g iv e n  by the 
R ev K eith  A n d e rso n , th e  V ic a r  o f  The 
C h u rch  o f  th e  H o ly  S e p u lc h re .

A f t e r  th e  s e r v i c e  t h e  p a r a d e  
re tu rn ed  to  G ib ra l ta r  B a rra c k s  fo r d is
m issal. en  ro u te  g iv in g  an  ‘e y e s  right' 
to  o u r  p r e s i d e n t  a n d  t h e  M a y o r  o f  
N o r th a m p to n ,  w h o  to o k  th e  sa lu te .
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L ater, at C la re  S tre e t, th e  B and  o f  the 
5th B a tta lio n  e n te r ta in e d  th e  c o m ra d e s .

T h is  re u n io n  w a s  the se c o n d  o f  the 
new  fo rm a t, r e v is e d  by  re v e r tin g  to  a 
sh o r te r  m a rc h  to  a n d  f ro m  G ib r a l ta r  
B a rrack s . It w as  a  su c c e s s fu l  re u n io n  
en jo y ed  b y  all.

The N ortham p tons (1939-46) all 
ranks reunion
T H E  re u n io n  to o k  p la c e  o n  M a y  6  at 
t h e  C o n s e r v a t i v e  C lu b ,  M o n ta g u  
S tree t, K e tte r in g , b y  k in d  p e rm iss io n  o f  
the  co m m ittee .

F o llo w in g  th e  G ra c e , th e  c h a irm an  
a sk ed  the  c o m ra d e s  to  o b se rv e  a  sho rt 
s ilen c e  to  m ark  th e  d ea th  s in c e  th e  las! 
d in n e r  o f  A  F  E  B e n n e tt  (P o rk y ) an d  to  
re m e m b e r  a ll th o se  n o  lo n g e r  w ith  us.

W e lc o m in g  th e  g u ests; th e  R t H on  
R o g e r  F r e e m a n ,  P u b l i c  T r a n s p o r t  
M in is te r  a n d  M P  fo r  K e tte r in g , p re s i
d e n t  o f  th e  c lu b ,  M r  W il l ia m  B a rry , 
c h a irm a n  o f  c o m m it te e  a n d  M r  J a c k  
P e n te lo w , c lu b  se c re ta ry . T h e  c h a irm an  
th a n k e d  o u r  h o s ts  fo r  th e  u se  o f  th e ir  
sp le n d id  fa c ili tie s . H e w as so rry  to  say 
th a t M aj K e lly  w a s  u n ab le  to  a tte n d  fo r 
th e  firs t t im e  fo r  m an y  y ea rs . O n  b e h a lf  
o f  th e  c lu b  c o m m it te e  M r B a rry  sa id  
h o w  v e ry  p le a s e d  th ey  a lw a y s  w e re  to 
h a v e  the  4 th  B a tta lio n  an d  w ish e d  the 
c o m ra d e s  a  v e ry  h a p p y  ev en in g .

T h e  c h a i r m a n  th a n k e d  M rs  H o w e 
fo r  an  ex c e lle n t d in n e r  an d  M r  H o w e  for 
a l l  h is  c a r e  a n d  a t te n t io n  in  th e  c lu b  
lo u n g e . H e  a ls o  th a n k e d  L t C o l Jo h n  
W ilso n  a n d  h is  s t a f f  fo r  th e ir  c le r ic a l  
h e lp , an d  B ill T e e c e  fo r  h is  g e n e ro u s  
h e lp  w ith  th e  e n v e lo p e s  a n d  ty p in g . A 
sp e c ia l w o rd  o f  th a n k s  to  y o u r  sp len d id  
c o m m i t t e e ,  P e te r  S c o p e s ,  p r e s id e n t ,  
t re a su re r  a n d  cu s to d ia n  o f  th e  o f f ic e r ’s 
r o l l ,  J e f f  B r o w n  f o r  K e t te r in g  a r e a ,  
J a m e s  B ra d d o c k  fo r  N o rth am p to n  area  
a n d  F r e d d i e  B e d e l l s  f o r  c o v e r i n g  
R u s h d e n  a re a . H e  re m in d e d  th e  c o m 
ra d e s  tha t F re d d ie  to o k  o v e r  last y e a r  at 
v e ry  sho rt n o tice  fro m  Jo e  C o s, in sp ite  
o f  the  fac t th a t h e  w as  n o t 100%  fit h im 
s e lf .  It w a s  n o t  g e n e ra lly  k n o w n  th a t 
F re d d ie  h a s  100%  a tten d an ce  reco rd  at 
th e  d in n e r, an d  o n  o n e  o ccasio n  a rrived  
o n  c ru tc h e s !  H e  h a s  sh o w n  th e  sa m e  
d r iv e  an d  d e d ic a tio n  since  re -jo in in g  the 
c o m m itte e  -  Jo e , th o u g h  far from  fit, is

still Joe  and  hold ing  h is ow n.
T h e  p r e s id e n t ,  in  h is  t r e a s u r e r ’s 

r o le ,  sa id  th e  f in a n c ia l  p o s i t io n  w as  
very  so und  w ith  a  b a la n c e  o f  £ 4 2 1 .3 9 . 
H e  th a n k e d  m an y  g e n e ro u s  c o n t r ib u 
to rs  fo r send ing  ‘a  little  e x tr a .’

A  rep o rt fro m  C ol Jo h n  W eth e ra ll, 
c u r a t o r ,  r e g a r d in g  th e  R e g im e n t a l  
m u se u m  w as re a d  in w h ic h  h e  h o p e d  
th e  m u se u m  w o u ld  b e  r e -o p e n e d  o n  
Ju ly  20, 1994.

T h e  c h a irm a n  r e m in d e d  th e  c o m 
rad es  o f  th e  50 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  c e le b ra 
tion  o f  the  cap tu re  o f  th e  C a la is  C ro ss  
C h a n n e l gu n s to  be h e ld  in S e p te m b e r, 
a n d  the 70 th  B a tta lio n  re u n io n  o n  O ct 7 
a t the  K ette rin g  C o n se rv a tiv e  C lu b . H e 
th an k ed  e v e ry o n e  fo r m a k in g  th e  e ffo rt 
to  a tten d  th is  reu n io n  a n d  a sk e d  th e m  
to  d ia rise  nex t y e a r ’s  d in n e r  at H ig h am  
F erre rs  on  M ay 5 th . 1995.

5th Battalion T he N ortham ptonsh ire  
Regim ent -  78th (B attleaxe D ivision)
O N  S u n d a y  M a y  2 2  th e  6 th  r e u n io n  
lu n c h e o n  w a s  h e ld  a t  th e  B a rn s d a le  
L o d g e  H otel.

M aj D o n a ld  G ird w o o d  w e lc o m e d  
a ll w h o  w ere  p resen t, in  to ta l 78  lad ie s  
a n d  g en tlem an .

T h e  loyal toast to  Q u e e n  E liza b e th ; 
P rin c ess A lice  an d  T h e  R e g im e n t w ere  
p r o p o s e d  b y  M a j  G i r d w o o d .  T h e  
ex h o rta tio n  w as sa id  b y  M r D  H o o to n  
on  b eh a lf  o f  the  R oya l B ritish  L eg ion .

A n e x c e lle n t  b u f fe t lu n c h e o n  w as  
s e rv e d .  O u r  p r e s id e n t  d e l e g a t e d  th e  
t o a s t  to  a b s e n t  f r i e n d s  to  N e d  
R e y n o ld s ,  w h o  b e f o r e  s o  d o i n g  
in fo rm ed  all co m rad es  th a t D ic k ie  M ay 
h a d  th is  v e ry  w e e k  r e a c h e d  h is  8 0 th  
b ir th d a y  an d  th a t he  w a s  su re  a ll p re 
sen t w ou ld  w ish  D ick ie  an d  R o ss m an y  
m o re  y ea rs  o f  go o d  fo rtu n e .
N ed  then a lso  w ent o n  to  rem in d  e v e ry 
o n e  th a t n ex t y ea r, 1995 , o u r  re u n io n  
g a th e r in g  w o u ld  be  h e ld  a t th e  sa m e  
v e n u e  -  o n  M ay  21 . T h e  sa m e  p la c e , 
the  sam e tim e, w h en  w e  lo o k  fo rw a rd  
to  a ll m e e tin g  o n c e  a g a in .  N e d  a ls o  
p ro p o s e d  a h e a r ty  v o te  o f  th a n k s  to  
G o rd o n  Isom  fo r h is s te r lin g  w o rk  an d  
a ll he d o es  to w a rd s  th e  a r ra n g e m e n ts  
fo r ge tting  so  m an y  o f  th e  c o m ra d e s  to  
the  venue each  year.
It g o es  w ith o u t sa y in g  th a t  w e  a re  a ll 
o n c e  ag a in  m o st th an k fu l to  o u r  p re s i

d e n t ,  M a j D o n a ld  G i r d w o o d  f o r  h is  
v e ry  g rea t h e lp  a n d  g e n e ro u s  su p p o rt.

P eterborough B ranch  
President: M aj R K H ill T D  D L , 
C herry O rton  F arm , O rton  
W aterville , P eterb orou gh  PE2 5EQ .
I A M  w ritin g  th e se  n o te s  sh o rtly  a f te r  
s e n d i n g  o u t  th e  i n v i t a t i o n s  f o r  th e  
a n n u a l  d in n e r  w h ic h  w e w ill be  h o ld 
in g  in P e te rb o ro u g h  o n  O c t 15. A s it 
w ill  fall in  th e  4 0 th  an n iv e rsa ry  o f  o u r 
b ra n c h , 1 h o p e  th a t  m an y  o f  y o u  w ho  
r e a d  th is  n e w s le t t e r  w ill h a v e  sh a re d  
th e  o c c a s io n  w ith  us.

1 am  p le a s e d  to  re p o rt th a t th ro u g h  
y o u r  ed ito r  k in d ly  p u b lish in g  th e  no tes 
f ro m  o u r  b ra n c h  in  P e te rb o ro u g h , w e 
h a v e  k e p t  in  c o n t a c t  w i th  m a n y  
N o r th a m p to n sh ire  m e m b e rs  w h o  have 
sh o w n  in te re s t in o u r  b ran ch .

T he b ra n c h  c o n tin u e s  to  m ee t on  a 
re g u la r  b a s is  an d  o u r  m e e tin g s  a re  w ell 
s u p p o r t e d  a n d  h a p p i l y  s h a r e d  w ith  
R o y a l A n g lia n  m e m b e rs .

W e c o n t i n u e  o u r  l in k s  w i th  th e  
l o c a l  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  R e g im e n t  
A s so c ia t io n , h o ld in g  a j o in t  b a rb e c u e  
w ith  them  in  th e  su m m e r. T h is  y e a r  it 
w a s  a p a r t ic u la r ly  p le a s a n t e v e n in g  at 
th e  W o o lp a c k  in  S ta n g r o u n d ,  a n d  a 
g r e a t  n u m b e r  o f  c o m ra d e s  f ro m  b o th  
a s so c ia tio n s  w e re  p re sen t.

O u r b r a n c h  S ta n d a rd  c o n tin u e s  to  
b e  p a rad ed  in P e te rb o ro u g h  d u r in g  the  
y e a r . In p a r t ic u la r  th e  S ta n d a rd  w as  on  
p a ra d e  a t a  la rg e  g a th e r in g  fo r  th e  50 th  
a n n iv e rsa ry  c o m m e m o ra tio n  o f  D -D ay . 
T h e  b ran ch  c o n tin u e s  to  su p p o rt o th e r  
a c t iv i t ie s  o f  th e  e x - s e r v ic e  o r g a n i s a 
tio n s  lo c a lly , th e  D u n k irk  V e te ra n s  an d  
th e  R oya l B ritish  L eg io n .

O u r  b r a n c h  is  s t i l l  c o n c e r n e d  fo r  
w id o w s o f  fo rm e r  b ra n c h  m e m b e rs  and  
o u r  se c re ta ry  an d  o th e r  m e m b e rs  m ake 
a p o in t o f  v is i t in g  a t C h r is tm a s  w ith  
g re e tin g s  a n d  a  sm a ll  p re sen t. This y ear 
w e  h a v e  g iv e n  f in a n c ia l  su p p o r t  to  a 
lo c a l A rm y  c a d e t w h o  w o u ld  o th e rw ise  
n o t hav e  b e e n  a b le  to  a tte n d  c a m p . H e 
w e n t  w i th  h i s  o t h e r  f r i e n d s  f ro m  
P e te rb o ro u g h  to  c a m p  in  W a th g il l  in 
Y o rk sh ire , an d  I w a s  d e lig h te d  to  m eet 
h im  there . H e  h a d  a  v e ry  h a p p y  ca m p  
a n d  w as v e ry  a p p re c ia t iv e  o f  th e  h e lp  
w e  had g iv e n  h im .
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T h is  y e a r  w a s  th e  80 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  
o f  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  o f  th e  
H u n tin g d o n sh ire  C y c lis ts  an d  w e  used 
th is  o c c a s io n  f o r  o u r  a n n u a l  re u n io n  
w ith  th e  H u n t in g d o n s h i r e  B ra n c h  to  
p u t  o n  a n  e x h i b i t i o n .  O u r  m e m b e r  
S tev e  S e llw o o d  h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  fo r 
m a n y  y e a r s  r e s e a r c h i n g  th e  
H u n t i n g d o n s h i r e  C y c l i s t s  a n d  h e , 
to g e th e r  w ith  a c o lle a g u e  T o n y  T ay lo r, 
se t u p  a  m a g n if ic e n t  e x h ib itio n  in the  
d in in g  ro o m  a t th e  T e rr i to r ia l  T av e rn  
in  H u n t i n g d o n ,  t h e  h o m e  o f  D 
C o m p a n y  fo r  m a n y  y ea rs .

W e  w e re  a b le  to  f in d  a  c y c le  sim i
la r to  th a t  u se d  b y  th e  H u n tin g d o n sh ire  
C y c lis ts  a n d  th e  e x h ib itio n  w a s  o p e n e d  
a t  m i d - d a y  b y  t h e  M a y o r  o f  
H u n t in g d o n , c o u n c i l l o r  C o o p e r .  W e 
h ad  a  c o n s ta n t s tre a m  o f  v is ito rs  to  the  
e x h ib i t io n  th r o u g h o u t  th e  d a y  -  an d  
th e  h ig h lig h t w a s  su re ly  in m id -a fte r-  
n o o n  w h e n  L a w re n c e  P o u l te r ,  a  9 6 - 
y e a r - o l d  f o r m e r  H u n t i n g d o n s h i r e  
C y c l i s t  f r o m  t h e  l i t t l e  v i l l a g e  o f  
W e n n in g lo n  n e a r  H u n t in g d o n , c a m e  
a lo n g  w ith  h is  d a u g h te r .  H e e n jo y e d  
ta lk in g  to  u s a ll. H e  se em s to  be  th e  
o n ly  k n o w n  s u r v i v o r  o f  t h a t  f in e  
R e g im e n t w h ic h  w a s  re c ru ite d  in  o u r 
a rea . T h e  K im b o lto n  C o m b in e d  C adet 
F o rc e  s t i l l  u s e s  th e  H u n tin g d o n s h ir e  
C y c l is t s  c a p  b a d g e  a n d  e d u c a te s  a ll 
r e c ru its  o n  th e  h is to ry  o f  that re g im e n t.

It is  m y  s in c e re  h o p e  that w ith  the 
c o n tin u e d  in te re s t  in  o u r  b ra n c h  here , 
w e  c a n  c o n t r i b u t e  p o s i t i v e ly  to  th e  
N o r th a m p to n sh ire  fa m ily  in th e  years  
a h e a d , a n d  I th a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  su p 
p o r t a n d  in te re s t o v e r  th e  years.

Ro yal T igers W eek en d
R O Y A L  T ig e rs  W e e k e n d  w as h e ld  in  
Ju n e  1994 a t L e ic e s te r . O n  Ju n e  18 fo l
lo w in g  th e  a n n u a l  g e n e ra l  m e e tin g  o f  
th e  A s s o c ia t io n , w h ic h  w as v e ry  w ell 
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attended , the  annual d in n er w as h e ld  at 
the  T A  C en tre , U lverscro ft R oad. O nce 
a g a in  th e  a t te n d a n c e  e x c e e d e d  2 0 0 . 
G en A  J G  Pollard  CB C B E  p resid ed  at 
h is firs t an nual d in n er as p re s id e n t o f 
the  A ssocia tion .

In h is speech  at th e  co n c lu s io n  o f 
th e  d in n e r ,  G e n e r a l  P o l la r d  p a id  a 
w arm  tribu te  to h is p redecesso r, C o l T  
H o llo w a y . H e a lso  re fe rre d , in so m e 
deta il, to  the p rogress o f  R oya l T ige rs 
W ood, w hich  had  p rog ressed  sp len d id 
ly during  the year. T he p lan ting  day , in 
J a n u a ry ,  h a d  b e e n  a g r e a t  o c c a s io n  
w h e n  n e a r ly  3 ,0 0 0  w h ip s  h a d  b e e n  
p lan ted  an d  there  had b een  a sp lend id  
R e g im en ta l tu rnout. A fte r the  G en era l 
h a d  p ro p o s e d  th e  lo y a l to a s t  an d  th e  
toast to  th e  R egim ent, the  reun ion  co m 
m e n c e d  in  e a rn e s t. O n e  M e ss  n e a r ly  
ran  ou t o f  beer, but happ ily  p ro v is io n 
ing  by the  bar s ta ff  had been  ju s t right.

O n S unday , fo r the firs t tim e fo r a 
num ber o f  years, w e w ere able to  hold  
o u r  an n u a l R eg im en ta l p a rad e  se rv ice  
a s  a  m a t in s  s e r v ic e  a s  p a r t  o f  th e  
C a th e d ra l  c a le n d a r . T h e  A sso c ia t io n  
p resen ce  m o re  than  treb led  the  norm al 
c o n g re g a tio n  an d  it is g o o d  to  re p o rt 
th a t th e  P ro v o s t w ho o ffic ia te d  a t the 
se rv ice  an d  strong ly  supported  the re in 
s ta tem en t o f  the  se rv ice  to  w hat m any  
c o n s id e r  its  righ tfu l p lace , has ag reed  
th a t th is w ill con tinue  in fu tu re years. 
T h e  R ev  T o m  H iney , a  fo rm e r T ig e r, 
p re a c h e d  a  m o s t  m e m o ra b le  se rm o n  
d u rin g  a se rv ice  w hich  w as m ost u p lift
in g . P re s e n t  a t th e  s e rv ic e  w e re  th e  
L o rd  L ie u te n an t fo r L e iceste rsh ire , the  
c h a irm a n  o f  th e  C o u n ty  C o u n c il, th e  
L o rd  M a y o r o f  L eiceste r and  the C h ie f  
C o n s tab le . A t the  co nclus ion  o f  the  se r
v ice  the  c iv ic  d ign ita ries  supp o rted  the 
L o rd  L ieu ten an t as he took the sa lu te  at 
the  A ssocia tion  m arch past. T he earlie r 
s t a r t  o f  1 0 3 0  h rs  g a v e  u s  b re a th in g  
space  to  m ove to the  T A  C en tre  to c o n 
tin u e  the  reu n io n  o f  the n ig h t before.
I t w as a  g o o d  w eek e n d . I t w o u ld  n o t 
h av e  b een  po ss ib le  w ithou t the fu lle st 
p o s s ib le  s u p p o r t  f ro m  7 R  A n g lia n . 
T h e  help  they  gave  is vital to the su c 
c e s s  o f  th e  w eekend . T h e  A sso c ia tio n  
is ex trem ely  g ratefu l.

Royal T igers W ood
N O  a p o lo g y  is m a d e  fo r  o n c e  a g a in

in c lu d in g  an  u p d a te  o n  R o y a l T ige rs 
W ood . It w as a lw a y s  an  e x c itin g  pro
je c t and  no w  th a t  the fru its  o f  tw o-and- 
a -h a lf  y e a rs  p ro g re ss  a re  b e g in n in g  to 
b e  s e e n ,  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  the  
m o m e n tu m  is re ta in e d . M e n tio n  m ust 
b e  m a d e  o f  th e  s te e r in g  c o m m itte e , 
u n d e r  th e  e n th u s ia s t ic  a n d  e n e rg e tic  
ch a irm an sh ip  o f  C ol W  G  D a w so n  TD 
D L , w h o  have m ad e  su re  th a t the  step 
by step  d e v e lo p m e n t o f  th e  w o o d  has 
been  m ain ta in ed .

M any  p e o p le  have  b e e n  invo lved , 
to o  num ero u s to  m en tio n , b u t  it is  sig
n ifican t th a t m o re  than  4 5 0  p eo p le , the 
m ajo rity  e x -m e m b e rs  o f  th e  R egim ent, 
h av e  co n tr ib u te d  to w ard s  th e  w ood . It 
w ill, w ith o u t d o u b t, be a w o n d e rfu l liv
ing m em o ria l to  th e  17th F o o t.

T h e  m ain  p o in ts  o f  th e  u p d a te  are: 
F ir s t ly ,  th e  p la q u e  on  th e  m e m o r ia l 
to n e  is n o w  in p la c e  in th e  w ood . The 
eng rav in g  in s la te  on  the m e m o ria l was 
ca rved  an d  in sc rib ed  by C o llin  B ro s o f 
L o u g h b o r o u g h .  O n  to p  h a l f  o f  th e  
p la q u e  is  th e  R e g im e n ta l  c a p  b ad g e  
w ith  u n d e r n e a th  th e  in s c r ip t i o n  ‘In 
m em ory  o f  all th o se  w ho  se rv e d  in  the 
R o y a l  L e i c e s t e r s h i r e  R e g im e n t  
1 6 8 8 -1 9 7 0 .”

T h e  p l a q u e  i s  s p l e n d id .  I t  c o s t 
£1 ,668 . W e a re  g lad  to  re p o r t  that the 
C o u n tr y s id e  C o m m is s io n  h a s  g iv e n  
£ 8 3 2  f u n d in g  to w a r d s  th e  c o s t  an d  
L e ic e s t e r s h i r e  C o u n ty  C o u n c i l  an d  
H in c k le y  a n d  B o s w o r th  D i s t r i c t  
C o u n c il h a v e  e a c h  c o n tr ib u te d  £200 . 
W e are very  g ra te fu l to  th e ir  con tin u in g  
support.

S e c o n d ly , a s  p a r t o f  th e  d e v e lo p 
m ent o f  th e  w o o d , a  sm all a rb o re tu m  is 
be in g  p lan ted  o n  th e  site. T h e  trees  to 
be p lan ted  w ill re p re se n t c o u n tr ie s  in 
w h ic h  th e  R e g im e n t  s e r v e d  a n d  fo r  
w h ich  B a ttle  H o n o u rs  w e re  aw a rd e d . 
T h e  In te rn a tio n a l  T re e  F o u n d a t io n  is 
p ro v id in g  fu n d in g  to w a rd s  th e  c o s t  o f  
th e  t re e s  a n d  h a s  a lr e a d y  re s e a rc h e d  
an d  n o m in a ted  th e  ap p ro p ria te  species. 
T h e  trees a re  b e in g  p u rc h a se d  f ro m  the 
R oyal B o tan ica l G ard en s a t  K ew .

T h ird ly , th e  W o o d la n d  T ru s t  has 
a g r e e d  to  p r o v i d e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
p la q u e s  fo r  th e  a r e a  an d  e a c h  ‘o v e r 
s e a s ’ tree w ill h a v e  its  o w n  p la q u e  co n 
ta in in g  in fo rm a tio n  reg a rd in g  b o th  the 
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The Essex Regiment party with wives on the D-Day trip.
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tree a n d  th e  B a t t l e  H o n o u r  it  r e p r e 
sents.

F in a lly , it is  h o p e d  th a t a sm a ll s e r 
vice o f  b le s s in g  a n d  th a n k s g iv in g  w ill 
be h e ld , o n  s ite , d u r in g  R o y a l T ig e rs  
w eekend  1995.

IN J U N E  a  p a r ty  o f  3 4  E sse x  so ld ie rs  
and w iv e s  v i s i t e d  N o rm a n d y  to  ta k e  
part in  th e  c o m m e m o r a t io n  p a ra d e s .  
T h e s e  i n c l u d e d  B a y e a u x  a n d  
A rro m an c h es , b o th  p o ig n a n t re m in d e rs  
o f  the  e f fo r ts  a n d  su f fe r in g  e x p e r ie n c e d  
by th e  A ll ie d  f o r c e s  d u r in g  th e  19 4 4  
cam p aig n .

T y p ic a l  o f  th e  w e lc o m e  g iv e n  to  us 
w as a t B u c e e ls , a  sm a ll h a m le t w h e re  
in 1 9 4 4  th e  2 n d  B a tta l io n  T h e  E s se x  
R e g im en t se t u p  h e a d q u a r te rs  in a  fa rm  
o p p o s i t e  t h e  c h u r c h .  O u r  c o a c h e s  
w o u n d  t h e i r  w a y  d o w n  th e  n a r r o w  
lanes u n t i l  e v e n tu a l ly  w e  a r r iv e d  to  a 
r e c e p t io n  f ro m  a ll  th e  v i l la g e r s  w h o  
had c o m e  o u t to  g re e t  us.

A  b a m  at th e  f a rm  h a d  b e e n  la id  
out w ith  ta b le s  a n d  a n  am a z in g  q u a n ti
ty o f  w in e  an d  re f re s h m e n ts  w as  p ro 
v ided  f o r  a ll to  e n jo y .  I a m  su re  th a t  
th is v i s i t ,  in  p a r t i c u la r ,  b ro u g h t b a c k  
m a n y  m e m o r i e s  t o  t h o s e  o f  th e  
B a tta lio n  w h o  h a d  a c tu a lly  b e e n  th e re  
d uring  th e  c a m p a ig n .

It is  d if f ic u lt  to  p ic k  ou t h ig h lig h ts  
but o u r  n e x t v is it  to  C o rm e il le s  ju s t  h a s  
to  t a k e  p r i d e  o f  p l a c e .  W e  v i s i t e d  
C o rm e il le s  b r ie f ly  d u r in g  o u r  D -D a y  
trip  a n d  w e re  s u b s e q u e n t ly  in v ite d  to  
send a  p a r ty  o v e r  to  th e ir  o w n  c e le b ra 
tions in  A u g u s t.

T h e  p e o p le  o f  C o r m e i l le s  h a v e  a 
p a r t i c u l a r  r e s p e c t  f o r  t h e  E s s e x  
R e g im en t, an d  d o  n o t fo rg e t that it w as 
o u r 2 n d  B a t ta l io n  w h ic h  o n  A u g  24  
1 9 4 4 , l i b e r a t e d  t h e  to w n  f ro m  th e  
G e rm a n s  a f t e r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  o c c u p a 
t io n . T h i s  w a s  d e m o n s t r a t e d  in  th e

t r e m e n d o u s  w e lc o m e  a n d  th e  o v e r 
w h e lm in g  h o s p i t a l i t y  t h a t  w e  w e r e  
tre a te d  to  d u rin g  o u r  stay .

A ll o u r party  s ta y ed  w ith  loca l p eo 
p le  an d  th e  w ho le  p ro g ra m m e  o f  e v e n ts  
w as a rra n g e d  to  g iv e  u s  a  m e m o ra b le  
ex p erien ce .

T h e  v i s i t  to  L e  H a v r e  in  e a r l y  
S ep tem b er w a s  an  in te re s tin g  o n e  w ith  
v is its  to  the  battle  g ro u n d s  an d  a ls o  the 
n ew  N o rm an d y  B rid g e  w h e re  w e w ere  
th e  firs t party  a c tu a lly  a llo w e d  o n  the  
b rid g e  itself. C e re m o n ie s  to o k  p la c e  at 
th e  tw o  m a jo r w ar m e m o r ia ls  a n d  w e 
a t t e n d e d  a  n u m b e r  o f  f u n c t i o n s  
a rra n g ed  fo r a ll th e  v is itin g  e x -se rv ic e 
m en.

W e d o  n o t fo rg e t  th a t  d u r in g  th e  
c a m p a ig n  th e  2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  h a d  10 
o ffic e rs  an d  192 o th e r  ra n k s  k illed . W e 
p a id  o u r  r e s p e c ts  to  a s  m a n y  E s s e x  
g r a v e s  a s  w e  c o u ld  a n d  c a m e  a w a y  
w ith  o u r reso lv e  th a t fo r th o se  th a t  d id  
n o t re tu rn  th e re  w ill a lw a y s  be a  p lace  
in  o u r  m em ories.

O u r annual d in n e r  a n d  d an ce  to o k  
p lace  at the P op lars H all, S h e n f ie ld  on  
S a la m a n c a  D a y , J u ly  2 2 .  W e w e r e  
jo in e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  f ro m  th e  R o y a l 
N av y  A sso c ia tio n  as u su a l an d  a  m o st 
ex c e lle n t m eal w as e n jo y e d  by  all.

In O c to b e r  a  party  w ill be  v is itin g  
B e lg iu m  fo r the  50 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  the 
lib e ra tio n  o f  W u u s tw ezee l. E ig h t m e m 
b e r s  o f  th e  7 th  B a tta l io n  T h e  R o y a l  
A ng lian  R eg im en t w ill b e  in c lu d ed .

C helm sford Branch
IN  A p ril 1994 w e  d e c id e d  to  m e e t in

fu tu re  at 2 .3 0  pm  a t th e  R A F A  C lu b  in 
H all S treet. T h e  c o m m itte e  m e e tin g  to  
ta k e  p lace  in  th e  la rg e  o ff ic e  av a ilab le . 
W iv e s  w o u ld  b e  in v i te d  to  m ee t e a c h  
o th e r  and  to  ch a t in  th e  a d jo in in g  hall. 
T h is  ch a n g e  h a s  p ro v e d  v e ry  su c cess fu l 
a n d  w e  a ll e n jo y  th e  te a  and r e f r e s h 
m e n ts  p ro v id e d  by  th e  lad ie s  w h e n  w e 
‘e m e rg e ’.

W e  m e e t  e v e r y  tw o  m o n th s ,  s o  
A p r i l ,  J u n e  a n d  A u g u s t  h a v e  b e e n  
e n jo y e d , a n d  w e  n o w  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  
th e  A G M  o n  O c t 10, o u r  final m ee tin g  
o f  th e  y ea r  w ill be o n  D ec  12 a n d  w ill 
h a v e  a  C h r is tm a s  f la v o u r!

S h eila  O stlar, H on. Sec.

4th  B attalion  C om rades
T H E  A sso c ia tio n  h a s  h ad  an  e x c e lle n t 
y e a r  an d  a ll f u n c tio n s  h a v e  b e e n  w ell 
a tten d ed . W e  s ta r te d , a s  u su a l, w ith  the  
B a t t a l i o n  M e m o r i a l  S e r v i c e  in  th e  
R e g im e n ta l C h a p e l in  M a rc h , fo llo w e d  
b y  o u r  g a r d e n  p a r ty  in  Ju n e . In  e a c h  
c ase  w e e x c e e d e d  th e  n u m b ers  o f  p re 
v io u s  years.

W e v is ite d  B a s s in g b o u m  w h e re  w e 
w e re  w ell e n te r ta in e d . In O c to b e r  so m e  
o f  th e  m e m b e rs  w e re  d u e  to  a tte n d  the 
R o y a l H o sp ita l. C h e ls e a  fo r  th e  an n u a l 
v is it to  the  c h a p e l se rv ic e .

D u rin g  th e  la s t 12 m o n th s  w e  hav e  
lo s t  fo u r  m e m b e r s .  T h e y  are  M r  R eg  
C o x , M r W  M il ls ,  M r  S ta n  F a r th in g  
a n d  L ie u te n a n t C o lo n e l  H  G re g o ry . W e 
h a v e  g a in ed  13 n e w  m e m b e rs  an d  o u r 
c u r re n t s tre n g th  is 198.

T ed  H azle  D C M , H on Sec.
Continued Page 76
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Thurrock B ranch
IN May we held our own branch buffet 
and dance and a good evening was had 
by all. The even t w as well attended 
both by our members and members of 
other a sso c ia tio n s  in  the a rea . The 
United S erv ice 's  service and parade 
was held in our chapel this year.

Ju n e  saw  a g ro u p  o f  the 
Association returning to Normandy for 
the 50th an n iv ersa ry , and to  see all 
those D-Day veterans assemble on the 
beach was a m oving sight. It brought 
back a lot o f memories. We made visits 
to several places we helped to liberate 
in 1944 and placed Essex wreaths at a 
num ber o f m em o ria ls . A few  o f us 
attended the commemorative service at 
the Royal Albert Hall.

June  26 w as o u r  R eg im en ta l 
reunion at W arley, and a great day it 
was. O ur chapel w as fu ll, and  how 
good it was to have a drink w ith our 
old com rades. O ur thanks to HQ for 
arranging this event.

July, B assingbourn for w hich we 
arranged a coach  th is  year. W hen 1 
closed my last artic le  in the Castle I 
said "see you at Bassingbourn” and I 
certainly did! I think the Colonel o f the 
Regiment was surprised to see so many 
old comrades.

The 4th Essex Comrades held their 
garden party at Warley and once again 
it was a good event and the w eather 
was kind. Keep it up, comrades, it was 
a great day!

In August a party o f us returned to 
France with our wives to  the tow n of 
C orm eilles, a tow n liberated  by the 
Essex Regiment. They invited us to the 
50th anniversary of their liberation and 
the reception they gave us could not be 
beaten. We again returned to France in 
September for a visit to Le Havre.

I would like to thank Harry Conn 
from the Thurrock Branch for arrang
ing these trips.

So you see  the B ranch  is qu ite  
active, meeting every month with a fair 
attendance. Still to com e this year, a 
visit to the Tower o f London as guests 
o f  the Royal Regiment o f Fusiliers, the 
annual v is it to  the R oyal H o sp ita l 
C helsea, our ow n T hurrock  B ranch 
dinner and dance and finally a visit to 
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B elg ium  to take part in  the 50th 
an n iv e rsa ry  o f  the lib e ra tio n  o f 
Wuustwezel.

Peter G iggins, Hon Sec.

Victoria Cross: Sgt W illiam  
M cW heeney 44th Regim ent o f Foot
ON July 22, 1994 the first Victoria 
Cross awarded to an Essex soldier, and 
one of the first to be given by Queen 
Victoria, was presented to the Essex 
Regiment Museum at Chelmsford. The 
m edal w as handed  o v er by Col 
Geoffrey Morgan DL, president o f the 
Association and received by M r Nick 
Wickenden, head of museum services. 
The ceremony was attended by a num
ber of Association members.

This first Victoria Cross to be won 
by a m em ber o f  the R egim ent was 
awarded for three separate acts of great 
g a llan try  at S evastopol du ring  the 
C rim ean W ar. Sgt M cW heeney was 
a lso  aw arded  the D istin g u ish ed  
Conduct M edal, the Crim ean Medal 
w ith clasps ‘A lm a’, ‘Inkerm an’ and 
‘S ev asto p o l’. Subsequently  he was 
awarded the China Medal with three 
clasps and the Long Service and Good 
Conduct Medal. All these medals are 
now in the museum  at C helm sford, 
having been purchased in 1910 by Capt 
A G N W ood on b eh a lf  o f the 1st 
Battalion.

Sgt McWheeney is buried at Dover 
in the cemetery at St James’ Church.

READING the accounts o f their activi
ties during the past six months sent in 
by the various branches (Beccles, Bury 
St E dm unds, F e lix s to w e . H em el 
H em p stead , Ip sw ich , L e is ton  and 
Stowmarket) one is left in no doubt of 
their flourishing and busy life.

The accounts are all given in full 
in the Britannia and Castle newsletter 
and this note can only highlight some

of the more no tab le  events. They all 
report a num ber o f  social occasions 
such as dances, d inners and outings, 
many of which are  well supported by 
other branches. T hey also show a live
ly involvement w ith local affairs.

Beccles, for example, took part in 
the Beccles Festival with an exhibition 
of Suffolk Regim ent memorabilia, the 
Beccles R egatta w ith a stall and the 
Beccles Flower Festival with a flower 
arrangem ent dep ic ting  the Battle of 
Minden including lifelike cannon. The 
Branch is now preparing for parades in 
Norwich, Low estoft and Beccles.

Hemel H em pstead has been sup
porting visits to  the N etherlands, not 
just the Suffolk R egim ent party (see 
below) in Septem ber, but also with the 
Market Garden Association and again 
in October. Their links are close with 
68 Dutch v isitors com ing to them in 
November for a long w eekend which 
will include the annual poppy dance.

L e is to n  h a s  been  p a ra d in g  its 
Standard on various occasions and in 
va rio u s p la c e s  such  a s  B ury St 
Edmunds, Ipswich and Yoxford.

For all the m ain  ev e n t w as the 
annual M in d en  D ay w e e k e n d , for 
which great e ffo rts  are alw ays made. 
There was m uch praise for the pro
gram m e o f  e v e n ts  and  th e  w ay in 
which it was run (for w hich the Bury 
Branch must take  much credit). The 
1st B a tta lion  R o y a l A n g lian  Band 
cam e in fo r s p e c ia l  m en tio n , with 
regret at learning that that would be 
their Iast performance.

All branches extend a warm wel
com e to m e m b e rs  o f  th e  Royal 
Anglian Regiment now living in their 
area and look forward to their joining 
with their wives in their activities as 
full members.

Normandy 50 years on
VETERANS o f  the 1st Battalion with 
wives and relations are still talking of 
the o u ts ta n d in g  w e lc o m e  and the 
fr ien d ly  and  g e n e ro u s  h o sp ita lity  
received on th e ir  v isits in  June and 
September to Normandy and Holland.

In June a party o f  over 100 went to 
Normandy to take pan  in the official 
ceremonies com m em orating  the 50th 
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Above: The Suffolk contingent marching through Colleville-Montgomery in June. 
Below: The street sign on Suffolk Weg in Weert, Netherlands.
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a n n iv e rsa ry  o f  th e  A llied  in v as io n . T h e  
v is i t  w a s  v e r y  f u l l  a n d  i n c l u d e d  a 
w rea th  la y in g  c e re m o n y  an d  M a y o ra l 
re c e p tio n  a t F le rs  (a  1 S u ffo lk  c a r r ie r  
w as f irs t  in  th e  to w n  in A u g u s t ’4 4 ) , a 
inarch  th ro u g h  C o lle v ille -M o n tg o m e ry  
to  H i l lm a n ,  a  s e rv ic e  a t D o u v re s - Ia -  
D e liv ra n d e  a n d  th e  p a ra d e  a n d  m a rc h  
past b e fo re  th e  Q u e e n  at A rro m an c h es .

In  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  o ld  c u s to m  T h e  
S uffo lk  R e g im e n t c o n tin g e n t, b e in g  on  
p a r a d e  b e f o r e  th e  S o v e r e ig n ,  w o re  
ro s e s  in  h o n o u r  o f  th e  la s t o c c a s io n  
w hen th e  S o v e re ig n  w as p re sen t o n  th e  
field  o f  b a tt le  a t D ettin g en .

T h e  m o s t m o v in g  o c c a s io n  fo r  all

w as the ce rem o n y  at th e  C h a te a u  d e  la 
L o n d e  w h e n  a  s im p le  m e m o r ia l  w ith  
the  R eg im en ta l B adge w as  d e d ic a te d  in 
m e m o ry  o f  th o s e  w h o  d ie d  th e r e  o n  
Ju n e  28, 1944.

T h e  se rv ice  w as ta k e n  b y  th e  R ev 
T o m  H iney  M C . T h e  B a n d  o f  th e  1st 
B a tta lion  T h e  R oya l A n g lian  R e g im en t 
m ad e  a  sp len d id  sig h t m a rc h in g  d o w n  
th e  lo n g  a v e n u e  f ro m  th e  C h a te a u  
b efo re  the se rv ice  and  re tu rn in g  at the  
en d  p lay ing  R eg im en ta l m arch es .

A re c e p tio n  an d  lu n c h  h o s te d  by  
th e  M a y o r  o f  B ie v i l l e - B e u v i l l e  fo l-  
lo w e d  w ith  p re se n ta tio n  o f  B ie v i l le 's  
ow n  m edal and d ip lom a.

T h e  party  re tu rn ed  to  E n g la n d  full

o f  p ra is e  fo r  th e  w a rm  w e lc o m e  an d  
g e n e ro u s  h o s p i ta l i ty  o f  th e  p e o p le  o f  
N o rm a n d y  a n d  c a r r y in g  m e d a ls  an d  
d ip lo m a s (a n d  C a lv a d o s ! ) .

A  fea tu re  o f  th e  v is it w as  the  te le 
v isio n  co v e ra g e  g iv e n  to  th e  party . The 
m a r c h  p a s t  in  C o l l e v i l l e  a c h i e v e d  
n a t io n a l  c o v e r a g e  o n  th e  B B C  n e w s  
an d  th e  c e re m o n y  a t  th e  C h a te a u  d e  la 
L o n d e  w a s  b r o a d c a s t  o n  L o o k  E a s t . 
T h a n k s  are  d u e  fo r  th is  to  M a rtin  B ell 
w h o  d id  h is  N a tio n a l S e rv ic e  w ith  the 
1st B a tta lio n  T h e  S u ffo lk  R e g im e n t in 
C y p ru s .

H olland 50  years on
A S M A L L E R  p a r ty  o f  o v e r  5 0  in one  
c o a c h  w ent to  W e e r t  in  th e  N e th e rlan d s  
to  c o in c id e  w ith  th e  5 0 th  a n n iv e rsa ry  
o f  t h e  l i b e r a t i o n  o f  t h a t  to w n  in  
S e p te m b e r  1944. A t W e e rt, ce rem o n ies  
o p e n e d  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  S u f f o l k  W e g  
(a lo n g  w h ic h  th e  1st B a tta lio n  m o v e d  
o n  th a t d ay  5 0  y e a r s  ag o )  w ith  a  w e l
c o m in g  p a rty  o f  th e  B u rg e m e e s te r  an d  
D u tc h  v e te r a n s  w i th  S ta n d a r d s .  T h e  
la rg e  n o tice  b y  th e  m a in  c a n a l  b r id g e  
p r o c l a im in g  th e  n a m e  S u f f o lk  W e g  
w a s  now  a d o rn e d  w ith  a  la rg e  S u ffo lk  
R e g im e n t  c a p  b a d g e  l i k e  t h a t  a t 
H illm a n  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  p re se n te d  by 
th e  R e g im en t.

O th e r  e v e n ts  in c lu d e d  r e c e p tio n s , 
all w ith  m o v in g  sp e e c h e s  an d  v is its  to 
c e m e t e r i e s  ( O v e r l o o n  a n d  V e n r a y )  
w h e r e  th o s e  k i l l e d  in  1944  h a d  b e e n  
b u r ie d . O f  sp e c ia l n o te  w a s  th e  v isit to 
H a m o n t  in  B e lg iu m ,  j u s t  a c r o s s  th e  
b o rd e r  fro m  W e e rt  w h e re  5 0  y e a rs  ago  
th e  to w n  h a d  h o n o u re d  th e  d e a th  o f  Pie 
H o llis  w ho  h a d  b e e n  k ille d  in th e  lib e r
a tio n  o f  th e  to w n  (P te  H o llis  lies b u ried  
n o w  a t  H e v e r l e e  n e a r  L e u v e n ) .  A t 
O v e r lo o n  a n d  V e n r a y ,  lo c a l  g u id e s  
d e s c r ib e d  th e  b a t t l e s  th a t  to o k  p la c e  
th e re .

O n c e  a g a in  th e  p a r ty  r e tu rn e d  to  
E n g la n d  f u l l  o f  p r a i s e  f o r  th e  v e ry  
w a rm  and  g e n e ro u s  re c e p tio n  th ey  had  
rece iv ed .

B rig  P D F  T h u rsb y  O B E
B R IG A D IE R  P a t T h u rs b y  d ie d  o n  Ju n e  
3 0  a t th e  a g e  o f  7 1 .  H e  w a s  b o rn  in 
B e lfa s t in 1922  w h e re  h is  fa th e r, M a j F 
D  V  T h u r s b y ,  w a s  s e rv in g  w ith  2 n d

Continued Page 7H
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B a tta lio n  T h e  S u ffo lk  R e g im e n t.  Pat 
w as c o m m iss io n e d  as a sa p p e r in  1941 
an d  se rv ed  fo r  a  sh o rt w h ile  w ith  the 
B o m b a y  S a p p e r s  a n d  M in e r s .  H e 
tr a n s fe r re d  to  T h e  S u ffo lk  R e g im e n t 
an d  se rv ed  w ith  th e  2 n d  B a tta l io n  in 
B urm a and la te r  in  In d ia  w h ere  he  w as 
a p p o in te d  A d ju ta n t .  H e  n e x t s e rv e d  
w ith  the R e g im e n t in 1956 in G erm an y  
a n d  C y p ru s  w h e r e  h e  a ls o  s ta r te d  as 
A d ju ta n t ,  th u s  c o m p le t in g  a n o ta b le  
d o u b le  o f  b e in g  A d ju tan t to  bo th  reg u 
la r ba tta lions.

H is s u b s e q u e n t  s e rv ic e  w a s  w ith  
the P arach u te  R e g im e n t, c o m m a n d in g  
4 4  (T A ) P a ra c h u te  B rig ad e  and  en d in g  
a s  D D M O  in th e  M O D . O n re tire m e n t 
h e  h e a d e d  th e  A rm y  S p o r ts  C o n tr o l  
B o a rd  fo r  15 y e a r s .  H e  w as  a  c le a r  
th in k e r  w ith  a  m in d  o f  h is  o w n , g rea t 
ch a rm , se n se  o f  h u m o u r  and  a  z e s t  for 
life .

FUTURE EVENTS
Event Date Day Time Location

Regimental Council Mar 19 Sun 10am Waterbeach

Officers’ Dinner Apr 8 Sat 7 for
7.30pm Watertaeach

Remembrance Service
& Reunion June 11 Sun 2.30pm Ely

VJ Parade & Service Aug 19 Sat 2.15pm Ely

VJ Service Aug 20 Sun Peterborough

OCA AGM Sept 24 Sun 2.30pm Masonic Hall
Silver Street. 
Ely

Is th e  fu tu re  in  th e  h a n d s  o f  (a )  3 
C a m b r id g e s h i r e  C o m p a n y , ( b )  T h e  
A C F  or (c) T h e  Suffo lks?

B r ita n n ia  & C a s tle  su b sc r ib e rs  are  
b e lie v e d  to  be  d w in d lin g  in  s p i te  o f  
e ffo rts  to  en co u rag e  subscrip tions.

A  v id e o  o f  th e  se rv ic e  o f  re m e m 
b rance  and  reu n io n  w as m ade th is year 
an d  is av a ilab le  at £15  each.

T h e  tre a su re r  repo rted  th a t the  g en 
e r a l  a c c o u n t  b a la n c e  h ad  r is e n  f ro m  
£ 3 1 7 .3 8  to  £ 5 3 3 .8 2  due m ain ly  to  the 
reu n io n  su rp lu s o f  £2 2 0 .0 9  and  £ 2 2 .5 0  
w as re c e iv e d  from  C C om p an y  fo r the  
H is to ry . P ay m en ts  w ere  b a n k  c h a rg e s  
£ 1 2 .7 5 ,  w r e a th s  £ 1 2 .3 5  a n d  a d m in  
£1 .50 .

T h e  b e n e v o le n t  a c c o u n t h ad  r ise n  
f ro m  £ 2 ,0 9 5 .5 1  to  £ 2 ,1 2 9 .0 9  d u e  to  
in terest rece iv ed  o f  £33.58 .

T h e  t r e a s u re r  w as  th a n k e d  fo r  h is  
co n tin u ed  a tten tio n  to  the  fin an ces and  
to th e  au d ito r , C ap t J G  Carr.

L t C ol J R E nnion  T D  p resen ted  the 
R e g im e n ta l  C h a p e l  T ru s t  a c c o u n ts  
w h ic h  sh o w  a b a la n c e  o f  £ 1 4 ,8 1 6 .8 6 . 
T h e  in v e s tm e n t s  n o w  a m o u n t  to  
£ 1 8 ,737 .00 .

It w a s  r e p o r te d  th a t  G la s to n b u ry  
ch a irs  fo r th e  R egim enta l C hapel w ere 
now  in b e in g  -  M r B oseat had  had the 
o a k  in th e  d ry in g  c h a m b e r  fo r  so m e  
tim e . In scrib in g  the R egim enta l badge 
on th e  back  w as p ro v in g  d if f ic u lt  but 
the p rob lem  is be in g  w orked  on.

E ly  M u s e u m  m ay  t r a n s f e r  to  th e  
O ld  G ao l H ouse .

Whittlesey & Peterborough Branch

T H E  B ra n c h  h o s te d  the annual b arb e 
c u e  to  o u r  s i s t e r  a s s o c i a t i o n  th e  
N o r th a m p to n s h ire  an d  R oya l A n g lian  
A sso c ia tio n  h e ld , a s  in  p rev io u s y e a n ,  
a t  th e  W o o l p a c k .  S ta n g r o u n d ,  
P e te rb o ro u g h  o n  Ju ly  16. It w as a  very  
w a rm  e v e n in g  w ith  a ro u n d  50 p eo p le  
a tten d in g .

A  r a f f l e  h e ld  d u r in g  th e  e v e n in g  
r a is e d  £ 4 6  a n d  h e lp e d  to  d e f ra y  th e  
e v e n in g ’s e x p e n s e s  w ith  a l i t t le  le f t  
o v e r  fo r th e  b ra n c h  funds.

A ll w h o  a t te n d e d  v o ted  it th e  b es t 
b a rb ecu e  s in c e  it  s ta rted  s ix  years  ago . 
N e x t  y e a r  i t  w i l l  b e  th e  tu rn  o f  th e  
N o r th a m p to n s  a n d  R oya l A n g lia n s  to  
ho st the e v e n t.

T e n  b r a n c h  m e m b e rs  a tte n d e d  th e  
annual M a rc h  B ra n c h  se rv ice  held  in  S t 
P e te r ’s C h u rc h , M a rc h  on  A ug  14. O u r 
S tan d ard  w a s  c a r r ie d  by U nder O ffic e r  
Paul W a tso n  w ith  esco rts . T here  w a s a  
go o d  a tte n d a n c e  o f  the O C A . T ea  and  
b i s c u i t s  w e r e  s e r v e d  b y  th e  M a rc h  
lad ies  o f  th e  B ran ch .

O u r o w n  c h u rc h  se rv ice  w as h e ld  at 
S t M a r k 's  C h u r c h .  L in c o ln  R o a d .  
P e t e r b o r o u g h  o n  S e p t 19. W e w e re  
g ra c e d  b y  th e  p r e s e n c e  o f  th e  L o rd  
L ie u te n a n t  o f  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e ,  M r  
Ja m e s  C ro w d e n . T h e  H igh S h e n if f  o f  
C a m b rid g e sh ire . M r  F rederick  G ro u n d s 
a n d  th e  D e p u t y  M a y o r  o f  
P e te rb o ro u g h , M rs  B etty  M ay an d  h er 
esco rt, M r H arry  H u tt.

T h e  f iv e  h y m n s  u sed  at the se rv ice  
w ere  c h o s e n  by b ra n c h  m em bers. T h e  
f i r s t  le s s o n  w a s  r e a d  by  C o l D e re k  

Continued Page 79

O C A  annual m eeting
THE secretary reported that in spite of 
another extremely rewarding service of 
rem em brance and reunion, this year 
there had been less help in making the 
arrangements, m ainly due to age and 
disability. However, the date for next 
year had already been set as June 11. It 
may in future be inevitable th a t the 
parade will have to be abandoned in 
favour of ju s t a service and refresh 
ments afterwards. Consideration may 
have to be given to forming a com m it
tee to run the event or branch officers 
to taking turns.

B ranches arc  urged to act w hen 
requested for help to relieve pressure 
on the secretary and treasurer and, in 
particular, when asked for reports and 
accounts.

Taking in outsiders into branches to 
keep going appears alright, provided 
accounts are kept separate.
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B r is to w ,  C o m m a n d a n t  o f  t h e  
C a m b rid g esh ire  A C F  w ith  th e  se c o n d  
lesson  b e in g  read  by  M aj (R e t’d )  L es 
E n g lish . A  very  s t i r r in g  se rm o n  w a s  
p r e a c h e d  b y  th e  v i c a r ,  t h e  R e v  R 
P earson , in w hich  he to ld  o f  w h a t h a p 
p e n e d  to  th e  R e g im e n t a t S in g a p o re  
and the  p rison  cam ps o f  th e  Ja p an ese .

T h e  B ra n c h  R e g im e n ta l  S ta n d a rd  
w as m a rc h e d  ou t o f  th e  c h u rc h  to  th e  
s tr a in s  o f  o u r  t r a d i t io n a l  h y m n  'T h e  
O ld  R u g g e d  C ro s s .’ T h e  m e m b e rs  o f  
the O C A  w ere  jo in e d  by  m e m b e rs  o f  
the ch u rch  co n g reg a tio n  to  te a  an d  b is 
cu its in  th e  church  hall.

T h e  S tandard , S tan d a rd  b e a re rs  an d  
esco rts  w ere  m uch a d m ire d  by  the c o n 
g re g a tio n  a n d  c o n g ra tu la te d  o n  th e i r  
tu rn o u t by  th e  L ord  L ie u te n a n t. A  g re a t 
d ay  in  th e  a n n a ls  o f  th e  B ra n c h  a n d  
en jo y ed  by  all w ho to o k  p an .

O u r  nex t branch e v e n t to o k  p lace  o n  
O c t  7 a t  th e  N e w a r k  H o t e l .  
P e t e r b o r o u g h .  W e  w e lc o m e d  o u r  
g u ests  a t th e  7pm  recep tio n . O u r  m a in  
g u e s t  w a s  th e  L o rd  L ie u te n a n t ,  M r  
Ja m es C row den . A t 7 .3 0 p m  b a n d sm a n  
Jaso n  H obson  so u n d e d  th e  R e g im en ta l 
c a ll  f o l lo w e d  by  th e  o f f i c e r s ’ d in n e r  
c a ll  a n d  c o o k h o u s e . G u e s ts  a n d  to p  
ta b le  w e re  c la p p e d  to  th e i r  s e a ts  b y  
m em b ers.

G ra c e  w a s  said  by  th e  b ra n c h  c h a p 
lain  C a n o n  A rthu r L u d lo w . T h e  d in n e r  
w as trad itio n a l roast b e e f  w ith  se aso n a l 
v e g e ta b le s . T h e  lo y a l  to a s t  w a s  p r o 
p o se d  by  M aj John  W a tso n , th e  to as t to  
the  R e g im en ta l A sso c ia tio n  a n d  b ra n c h  
by M r  D o n  Poole a n d  to  th e  g u e s ts  b y  
M r Je ss  M atthew s.

T h e  L o rd  L ie u te n a n t  r e p l i e d  o n  
b e h a lf  o f  th e  guests a n d  kep t m e m b e rs  
e n t e r t a i n e d  b y  a  g o o d  a f t e r  d i n n e r  
sp e ech .

B ran ch  p resid en t T o m  M ile s g a v e  a 
b r ie f  d e s c r ip tio n  o n  th e  a c tiv i t ie s  th e  
b ra n c h  m em b ers h a d  ta k e n  p a r t in d u r 
ing  th e  p as t year. T h e re  w ere  16 ra ff le  
p r i z e s  in  th e  d r a w  a n d  £ 4 8 .5 0  w a s  
ra ised , w h ich  w ill b e  u se d  to p ro v id e  a 
little  e x tra  fo r the w iv e s  o f  p a s t m e m 
b ers  a t C h ristm as.

A ll  g o o d  th in g s  m u s t  c o m e  to  a n  
e n d  a n d  a f te r  a  fe w  m o re  d r in k s  a n d  
c o n v e rsa tio n s  a round  the  b ar the  party  
m a d e  th e ir  w ay ho m e at 11pm.

T h anks are d u e  to m in e  h o s t a t  the 
N ew ark  H ote l fo r a  w o n d e rfu l ev en in g . 
It w a s  g o o d  to  s e e  o u r  R e g im e n ta l  
B ranch  S tan d ard  in a tte n d a n c e  p a rad ed  
by U n d er O ffice r P au l W atso n . T h an k s  
a re  a lso  d u e  to L t N an cy  S la tte ry  and  
M a j J o h n  W a ts o n  f o r  th e  c h o ic e  o f  
R eg im en ta l s ilv e r  and  fo r b rin g in g  it to 
the  d inner. A  m em o rab le  e v e n in g , roll 
on  the  nex t one .

T o  o u r  s is te r  b ra n c h e s  in b o th  the  
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  a n d  S u f f o l k  
R eg im en ts , w e sen d  o u r g re e tin g s  and  
o u r bes t w ish es fo r  1995.

1994 service o f  rem em brance  
and reunion
T H IS  y ear a t E ly  w as as u su a l up  to  its 
h ig h  stan d ard . T h e  se rv ice  in the  b e a u 
tifu l C a th e d ra l w as in sp ir in g  w ith  the 
so le m n ity  th a t g o es  w ith  su c h  a  g o o d  
se rv ice .

T h e  co lo u rfu l a rray  o f  R e g im e n ta l 
an d  A sso c ia tio n  S ta n d a rd s , a  f in e  se r
m o n  a n d  l a y in g  o f  w r e a t h s  in  t h e  
R e g im en ta l ch ap e l, the  m a rc h in g  o u t at 
th e  en d  o f  the  se rv ic e  o f  th e  S tan d a rd s  
to  th e  R e g im e n ta l  M a rc h  m a d e  o n e  
p r o u d  to  h a v e  b e l o n g e d  t o  t h e  
C a m b rid g esh ire  R e g im en t.

T he m arch  p a s t w h ich  fo llo w e d  w as 
u p  to  its usua l s ta n d ard  w ith , it se em s, 
m o r e  a n d  m o re  O ld  C o m r a d e s  o n  
p arad e , as they  p assed  th e  sa lu tin g  base  
w ith  th e  L o rd  L ie u te n a n t  ta k in g  th e  
s a lu te ,  th e  o ld  a n d  b o ld  s h o w e d  th a t 
th e y  c a n  s t i l l  m a rc h , s h o u ld e r s  b a c k  
an d  c h es ts  o u t. T hey  m a rc h e d  a s  w ell 
as they  d id  4 0  y e a rs  ago.

T h e  r e u n io n  te a  in th e  H a y w a rd s  
T h e a tre  w as  e x c e lle n t  a n d  m a n y  O ld  
C o m rad es  sw ap p ed  s to r ie s  a n d  e x p e r i
e n c e s  a s  th e y  h a v e  d o n e  d o w n  th e  
years.

T h is  y e a r ’s e v en ts  w ere  c a p tu re d  on  
v id eo  so  that O ld  C o m ra d e s  c a n  re c a p 
tu re  th e  e v e n ts  o f  a  g re a t d ay  o u t. A s 
th ey  w atch  the v id eo  on  a  c o ld  w in te r  
ev en in g  they w ill rea lise  tha t the  sp irit 
o f  the  O ld  R eg im en t still liv es  o n  and  
m ay  it co n tin u e  to  do  so.

Sergeants’ D inner Club
T H E  a n n u a l d in n e r  w as  h e ld  o n  S e p t 
24  at the C a m b rid g esh ire  A C F  ce n tre , 
W aterb each , by k ind  p e rm iss io n  o f  the 
C o m m a n d a n t .  S o m e  4 8  m e m b e r s .

w iv es  and f r ie n d s  a tte n d e d  th e  d in n e r , 
in c lu d in g  s u p p o r te r s  f ro m  th e  S u ffo lk  
O C A  an d  e ig h t  m e m b e r s  a n d  w iv e s  
fro m  th e  C a m b r id g e  A C F .

T h e  top  ta b le  c o m p r is e d  a ll th e  ex  
P O W s  a t t e n d i n g  a n d  w e  w e re  h o n 
o u re d  to  h a v e  the  su p p o r t o f  C o l V ic to r  
M a p ey  and  M rs  M a rg a re t M apey .

A su c c e ss fu l e v e n in g  w a s  e n jo y e d  
b y  a ll  and  o u r  th a n k s  g o  to  M r C o lin  
H u b b ard  fo r  h is  p ro v is io n  o f  an  e x c e l
len t m eal.

S E  Seekings
S am u e l E lig e r  S e e k in g s  a g e d  76  y e a rs  
d ie d  o n  M ay  4 , 1994. H e se rv e d  in th e  
2 n d  B a t t a l i o n  th e  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  
R e g im e n t  a n d  w a s  t a k e n  p r i s o n e r  a t  
S in g a p o r e ,  w o r k e d  o n  th e  in f a m o u s  
B u rm a -S ia m  R a ilw a y  a n d  w a s  n o te d  
fo r  h is  g o o d  h u m o u r  u n d e r  a ll d if f ic u l
ties.

T h e  f u n e r a l  t o o k  p l a c e  a t  S t  
A n d r e w ’ s C h u r c h ,  W h i t t l e s e y  a n d  
w a s  a t te n d e d  b y  m a n y  o f  h is  o ld  c o m 
r a d e s .  H is  w if e  I v y  d ie d  18 m o n th s  
p re v io u s ly .

R D T urner
R o n a ld  D a v id  T u rn e r  d ie d  o n  A u g  2 9 ,
1 9 9 4  a g e d  7 2  y e a r s .  P te  R D  T u rn e r  
5 9 3 3 4 6 1  e n l i s t e d  f r o m  L a r k  B a n k ,  
P r i c k w i l l o w ,  a n d  w a s  w i th  B 
C o m p a n y ,  2 n d  C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  
R e g im e n t o n  th e  fo rm a tio n  o f  th e  la t 
ter. E v e n tu a lly  o n  J a p  p a rty  2 5 , w h ic h , 
a f t e r  b e in g  s h i p w r e c k e d ,  l a n d e d  a t  
U b e , S o u th e rn  H o n s h u  w h e re  h e  w a s  
re le a se d  in A u g u s t 1945.

O n  re tu rn  h e  to o k  u p  an  in te re s t in 
a  s u c c e s s f u l  d a i r y  f r o m  w h ic h  h e  
r e t i r e d  10 y e a r s  a g o .  H e  w a s  a  k e e n  
s u p p o r te r  o f  E ly  C i ty  F o o tb a l l  C lu b  
an d  th e  W e s t E n d  D o m in o  C lu b .

T h e  f u n e r a l  s e r v i c e  w a s  a t  S t  
M a ry ’s C h u rc h , E ly  fo l lo w e d  b y  c r e 
m a tio n  at C a m b r id g e . A  g u a rd  o f  h o n 
o u r  a t the fu n e ra l w a s  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  
C a m b r i d g e s h i r e  O C A ,  T h e  B r i t i s h  
L e g io n  an d  th e  B u f fa lo e s . T h e  e s c o r t  
fro m  the h e a rse  to  th e  c h u rc h  a n d  b a c k  
w a s  p ro v id e d  b y  th e  C a m b r id g e s h ir e  
S ta n d a rd  c a r r ie d  b y  M r  W a lly  R o o k e s .

H e  le a v e s  a  w id o w , Jo a n  w h o m  he 
m a r r ie d  in  1 9 5 0 , th r e e  d a u g h te r s  a n d  
fo u r  g r a n d c h i ld re n  to  w h o m  w e  o f fe r  
o u r  d eep es t sy m p a th y .
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Vikings resume sport challenges
THE O fficers’ M ess again challenged the 
W Os' and Sgts' M ess to a gam e of cricket 
this year. Despite years o f tradition and the 
watchful eye of the Com m ander MND(C) 
and Commander 24 Airmobile Brigade, the 
Officers' Mess team  took a severe thrash
ing.

The inter-com pany cricket provided the 
opportunity for some long lost skills to take 
the longest walk to the crease. In a keenly 
fought and um pired  com petition  the HQ 
Company team em erged victorious.

The Battalion in ter-C om pany football 
c o m p e ti t io n  on S e p t  7 w as w on by C 
Company with A Com pany second.

In a well represen ted  com petition the 
teams all put in an adm irable performance.

Cross-country 
team optimism

L t W ard , O C  cross-coun try , writes:
SINCE returning from  East Tyrone the pre
vious season's team has been committed to 
various tasks w ithin the B attalion, which 
has prevented training together for this sea
son 's races.

Individuals, however, are in training for 
the fo rthcom ing  m a tch es  an d  the SPT1. 
SSgt Carey is selecting a team based on Iast 
year's strong team

The Battalion has entered several races 
and was expecting to be able lo put forward 
at least one team fo r  the following: Army 
inter-unit relay cham pionships a t Aldershot; 
(he E astern  D istric t in te r-u n it team and 
individual cham pionships at Grantham.

Bearing in mind the B attalion 's excel
len t p la c in g  in th e  m a jo r u n it  Army 
Cham pionships last year, it is hoped that 
tins year's team will perform w ell, particu
lar^ in the district matches.

Soccer squad makes progress
CSgt Hughes, O C  Football, writes:
After some well earned post tour leave, th e  call w ent out to the 
Battalion for soldiers interested in playing football. T he manage
ment; Capt (Vinny) Jones and CSgt Hughes began a rebuilding pro
gramme. The response was excellent and the Battalion now has a 
squad of 20 players lo pick from.

The squad, when commitments allow, trains, during the lunch 
break and progress has been made.

Unfortunately the team crashed out o f the Army C up 4-3 to 
QEMH W oolwich, the Infantry cham pions ( I C heshire) heal the 
Vikings 5-1 and ended any hopes of the Infantry Cup Despite these 
early setbacks the team at the time of going to  press is unbeaten in 
three matches.

Rugby XV in notable wins after early setback
M aj W enham , O C  ru g b y , w rites:
SINCE returning from Northern Ireland, the 
Battalion rugby club has started training in 
earnest. Unfortunately the opening gam e of 
the Army Cup was the first fixture and the 
team  lost 39-5 to a well-drilled RSME team 
fielding some notable Corps players.

Despite this early setback and a couple 
o f  defeats against c iv ilian  clubs, the team 
has im proved, recen tly  recording notable

wins against the Police Training Depot and 
ATR Bassingboum. Later in the season the 
club will be competing in the EDIST 15-a
side competition and the EDIST league. It is 
also hoped to play some rugby in America.

There has been some success al repre
sentative level. Sgt Anema and L/Cpl Barrs 
have been capped for the Infantry, and Ptes 
Rix, Rice, Bredemear, Lee and Glascodine 
are in the Army under-21 squad.

Viking
inter

company
football

competi
tion

(winners).

The 
Rugby 

First 
XV.in 

action
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Steelback 
becomes 

army tennis 
champion

A S P O R T IN G  t r iu m p h  f o r  T h e  
S tee lb ack s w as C a p t C lyde A ylin ’s 
s u c c e s s  in  th e  A rm y  T e n n is  
C ham pionsh ips.

A lthough unseeded, he p roceed
ed  to  b e c o m e  th e  V e te r a n  A rm y  
O pen  Singles C ham pion .

C a p t Aylin subsequen tly  re p re 
s e n te d  th e  A rm y  in  th e  I n t e r -  
Services m atch  a t W im bledon w here 
th e  team  b ea t th e  R oya l N avy, bu t 
u n fo rtu n a te ly  lost to  th e  R oyal A ir 
Force.

C a p t  A y lin  w as a w a r d e d  h is  
A rm y  C o lo u rs  by G en  S ir  C h a rle s  
G u t h r i e  K C B  L V O  O B E  A D C , 
P re sid en t o f th e  A rm y Law n Tennis 
A ssociation.

THE Battalion has had a quiet summer on 
the sporting front. Capt Adrian G osling has, 
however, managed to start a  running team 
w hich com peted in the TA  ha lf m arathon 
championships at Newark.

After achieving a creditable 4 th place 
the team prepared for the 10 km cham pi

onships in N ovem ber and the Edist cross
country cham pionsh ips w hich follow ed in 
December.

Pte Turner o f  C  Com pany also recently 
re p re se n te d  th e  T A  in  an In te r-S e rv ic e  
triathlon held at Yeovil and should be con- 
gratulated on his perform ance.

The
Battalion
half
marathon 
team at
N ew ark.

6th Battalion runners in form

The Poachers' D (Sp) Company football team.

TH E PRIDE O F THE  
R E G IM E N T  

IS AT ST A K E
The turnout of the Army 

is always a m atter of g reat 
pride. A nd no-one takes 
greater pride in providing 
the standards you require 
than your personal ta ilo r -  
Van Dungie.

As appointed tailors 
to many regiments and 
corps the accent is on ^  
a personal service 
as tailorm ade to 
your require
m ents as are 
our garments.

A nd , because our name 
m eans a lot to us too, 
quality and standards are 
unerringly high. W e’d stake 
our reputation on it. For 
details and appointm ents in 
B .A .O .R ., S H A P E  and 
A .F .C .E .N .T ., please phone 

our R in teln  Office on 
(05751)15087. 

E nquiries in the 
U nited  Kingdom 

should be m ade to 
ou r H ead Office 

on  (0532) 826102.

Van Dunqrie
C O N S U L T  Y O U R  P E R S O N A L  T A I L O R
Van Dungie House, Meynell Avenue, Rothwell, Y orkshire LS26 0NU 

Tel: (0532) 826102 Fax: (0532) 821457
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Cricket Club reports 
mixed bag of results

P resident: Brigadier A J K Calder O BE 
S ecre tary : Lt Col B H M  Davenport 
T re a su re r  : M ajor D C Napier

L t Col B rian D aven p o rt w rites:
THE Club’s 29th season, and the 13th since 
the expanded fixture list against the schools 
in East Anglia, p roduced the usual mixed 
bag of results.

O f ten matches played, three were won, 
in c lu d in g  re v e n g e  fo r  1993 a g a in s t 
B rigad ier Tony C a ld e r’s X I. We had  the 
better o f  a draw against W oodbridge, and 
the remainder were losses. The absence of 
the Vikings and the Poachers on operational 
tours during the sum m er m eant the club  had 
to call on rather more ‘guest artistes’ than 
usual -  but eligibility has always been elas
tic!

To those who turned out (often at short 
notice) the thanks o f  the club are due; they 
all contributed to the general enjoym ent of 
the matches.

As alw ays, reco g n itio n  is due to the 
m a tch  m a n a g e rs , w ith o u t w hose  tim e , 
p a tie n c e , an d  sh e e r  h a rd  w o rk , the

T H E  annual m ee tin g  o f  th e  R eg im en ta l 
G olfing  Society w as held  a t S tow m arket 
G olf Club on June 17. A total of 35 players 
keen ly  con tested  the v ario u s m atches in 
ideal playing conditions.

T h e  re su lts  w e re : In te r -B a tta l io n  
T rophy -  1st B attalion; Isham  Salver, Mr 
Peck, runner-up M r K Taylor; Pompadour 
C u p  -  S g t Pye, ru n n e r-u p  C apt W ilcox : 
Suffolk Cup -  Maj Jenns, runner-up Maj 
Halewood; Ponsonby Cup -  Messrs Stout & 
I .o c k , ru n n e rs -u p  M e ss rs  B oss a n d  K 
Taylor.

T h e  Q u een’s D ivision tr ia n g u la r
T H E  m eeting , w h ich  w as sp o n so red  by 
PW RR at Canterbury G olf Club, w as held 
o n  M ay 27. T en  p la y e rs  from  each  
Regim ent played 18 holes at S tableford in 
the morning and afternoon. The match was 
won by the hosts.

A u tum n  m eeting
TH E m eeting was held  at Flem pton G olf 
Club on Sept 9. Prize w inners were: Medal

Regimental sides could not be put together. 
It is hoped that those concerned this year 
can be persuaded, if  available, to help in
1995 -  together with some younger blood.

Looking forward to next year, the fix
ture list will be much as before, with per
haps some additions. It is anticipated that 
there will be a  substantially greater number 
of home matches, as the 1 st Battalion is not 
scheduled to be away for most o f the sum
mer, and we have access to the excellent 
facilities at the A G round in Colchester. 
H o p e fu lly , a lso , p la y e rs  from  the  2nd 
Battalion in Celle will be able to come back 
for some games. It would be nice too, to see 
som e represen tation  from our V olunteer 
Battalions.

Finally, a reminder that the Regimental 
C rick e t C lu b  is fo r all m em bers o f  the 
Regiment, o f any rank, and whether retired 
or serving; new  players are alw ays m ost 
welcome.

The con tact is the Secretary , Lt Col 
Brian Davenport, HQ Colchester Garrison; 
tel. C olchester Military ext. 2020, or civ. 
0206-782020.

handicap -  Maj Perry, runner-up Maj Jenns; 
S tableford  -  LCpI H ardie, runner-up Mr 
W harton; four ball -  M essrs Shailes and 
K n ig h t, ru n n e rs -u p  M essrs S m ith  and 
Mallett.

M atch v. F lem pton G olf Club
THIS match which, at the host’s request, 
has been red u ced  to a m orn ing  only  18 
holes com petition , was keenly contested 
with the honours going to Flempton G olf 
Club.

Next y ea r’s fix tures are:
S p ring  m eeting, Flempton G olf Club. Apr 
14: D ivisional m eeting . Canterbury G olf 
C lu b , M ay 26: R e g im e n ta l  m e e tin g , 
Stowmarket G olf Club, June 23: A utum n 
m e e tin g , F lem p to n  G o lf  C lu b , S ep t 8: 
A n n u a l m a tc h  v. F lem p to n  G o lf C lu b , 
Sept 9

M em bersh ip  o f  T he R oyal A nglian  
R egim ent G o lfin g  S ociety  is £ 1 .0 0  per 
annum.

BIRTHS:

Vincent -  To Capt and  Mrs D G Vincent a 
son Gregory Robert George; H u n te r  -  To 
Capt & Mrs D G H Hunter a son Benjamin 
Joshua.

VIKINGS
G ray  -  To C pl an d  M rs G ray a daughter 
Lauren Em m a; L u n d  -  To Sgt and Mrs 
Lund a daughter G eorg ina Jane; H ard y  -  
T o Pte and M rs H ardy  a daughter Rachel 
Michelle; K eeble -  T o  Sgt and Mrs Keeble 
a  daughter Shannon; F ra n c is  -  To Pte and 
M rs F ra n c is  a d a u g h te r  C h lo e  L ouisa; 
B r id g e s  -  T o  L C pI an d  M rs B rid g es  a 
daughter Amy Lauren; M a rk h am  -  T o Cpl 
and M rs M a rk h am  a  son R h y s D anie l; 
W arnes -  To Cpl an d  Mrs W am es a son 
Jack Ian Samuel; B u is t -  To Cpl and Mrs 
Buist a son Daniel A ndreas; G a te s  -  To Pte 
and Mrs Gates a son Kyle Thomas; Lavers
-  To Pte and M rs L av ers a  son  Sam uel 
G eorge L ew is; C u th b e r t  -  P te and Mrs 
C uthbert tw ins M ic h ae l Lee and  Daniel 
Peter; Evans -  To LCpI and M rs Evans a 
son Ryan James; W h ite  -  To C pl and Mrs 
White a son Stefan Alejandro.

Cotgrave -  To LCpI and M rs C otgrave a 
son Aaron Mark; H a re  -  To P te and Mrs 
Hare a daughter K ayleigh; Chapm an -  To 
Pte and Mrs C hapm an a son Luke Ashley; 
Cousins -  To CSgt an d  Mrs Cousins a  son 
Declain Ashley; C olgan  -  To C apt and Mrs 
C olgan  a son  G e o rg e  W illiam  M ichael; 
Cash -  To Pte and  M rs C ash  a daughter 
Jasm in ; W ilk in son  -  To L C p l and M rs 
W ilk in so n  a d a u g h te r  C h e ls e a  A nne 
Josephine; C hillingsw orth  -  T o  C pl and 
Mrs Chillingsworth a  son  Aiden Jon; Day -  
To Pte and Mrs Day a  son Glen; Shaw -  To 
LCpI and  M rs S h a w  a son K arl S tu art 
Charles; Oxby -  T o  C pl and M rs Oxby a 
son Billy Thom as; B a ily  -  T o  LCpI and 
Mrs Batty a daughter Hayley Jade; Moore
-  To Pte and Mrs M oore a daughter Laura 
Jane; Grouse -  To C p l and M rs G rouse a 
son Alexander M acauley; Dessaur -  To Pte 
and Mrs Dessaur a son  Tim; H odgkiss -  To 
Sgt and Mrs H odgkiss a daughter Chelsea 
Louise; Heeley -  T o  P te  and M rs Heeley a 
son Lucas A ndrew ; Sm ith  -  T o  Sgt and 
Mrs Smith a son C arl; Doherty -  To Cpl 
and Mrs Doherty a  so n  Sam; Burtt -  To 
C pl and M rs B u rtt  a  d a u g h te r  Ja sm in ; 
Felstead -  T o  Pte an d  Mrs Felstead a son 
Darryl; Pearce -  To LCpI and M rs P earce a 
daughter B ethany F a y e ; W ad m an  -  T o 

Continued Page 83
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Marriages Obituaries
From Page 82
Maj and M rs W adm an a d au g h te r  H ope 
Louise; B radley  -  To Pte and M rs Bradley 
a son Bret Francis John; L a tu s  -  To Pte and 
Mrs Latus a son Jamie; T h om pson  -  To Sgt 
and M rs T hom pson  a d a u g h te r  Shannon  
Celina Dawn; A uckland -  To Pte and Mrs 
A uckland a  d au g h te r  K ath ry n  R h ianna ; 
Lamb -  To Cpl and Mrs Lam b a son Jordon 
A ndrew ; A p p le to n  -  T o  L C pl and M rs 
Appleton a daughter Sarah Louise.

MARRIAGES:

VIKINGS:
C h a n d le r  -  On May 28 Pte C handle r to 
Diane June; C a tion  -  O n June 4 Cfn Cation 
to Helen W endy; H arvey  -  On July 9  Pte 
Harvey to Michelle; L o ren z  -  On July 18 
Pte Lorenz to Cheryl M aria; Buckles -  On 
July 23 Pte Buckles to Sarah Jane; G a te r  -  
On July 23 Pte Gater to Annam aria; Neal -  
On July 23 Pte Neal to Julie Ann; Pook -  
On July 23 C apt Pook to Clare Elizabeth; 
Southw ard  O n July 23 LCpI Southward 
to Claire; G len ton  -  On July 23 Pte Glenton 
to fiancee; G arv ie  -  On July 30 Cpl Garvie 
to E lisa  S ian ; L a v e rs  -  O n Ju ly  30 P te 
Lavers to Dawn Lynsey; B row ne -  On July 
30 C apt B row ne to N ikki; H o p k in  -  O n 
Aug 6  Pte Hopkin to Lisa; M cK enna -  On 
Aug 6 Pte M cK enna to Jan; M e rry  -  O n 
Aug 6  Pte Merry to Sam antha Louise; Neal
-  O n Aug 6  P te  N eal to  K ayla L eanne; 
P a rk e r  -  O n Aug 6 P te Parker to A lison 
Jayne; S tevens -  On Aug 6  LCpl Stevens to 
Sarah Jane; W ade -  On Aug 6 Pte Wade to 
L isa ; W a te r h o u s e  -  O n A ug  6  P te  
Waterhouse to  Lisa Jane; W yatt -  On Aug
6 Pte Wyatt to Christina; T rav es -  On Aug 
12 C p l T ra v e s  to S a m a n th a  E liz a b e th ;  
C u n n in g h a m  -  O n  A ug 13 P te  
Cunningham  to N icola Janet; Jo lly  -  O n 
Aug 27 Pte Jolly to Jena Christina; W atts  -  
Chi Sept 3 LCpI Watts to Bridget; M cIn ty re
-  O n Sept 24 C pl M c In ty re  to  L o rra in e  
Anne; H a rro d  -  On O ct 8 Cpl H arrod to 
fiancee

M o o d y  -  O n  M ar 18 P te  M oody  to  
Gundula; B u rtt  -  On M ar 26 Cpl Burn to 
Sara; K ennedy -  On A pr 2 Pte Kennedy to 
Sarah L ouise; W r ig h t -  O n A pr 2 LCpI 
W right to T racey Dawn; F lem m ing  -  O n 
June 4 Cfn Flem m ing to  Kerstin; C la rk  -  
On June 20 Pte C lark  to  Joanne L ouise; 
M orris -  On Aug 6 Capt Morris to Carola; 
C aine -  On Aug 13 LCpI Caine to Donna 
May; P r ie s t  -  O n A ug 17 P te P rie st to 
Samantha Jane.

Lt Col W R Mooring

W ILLIA M  Rixson M ooring w as born  in 
London on May 3, 1949. His father. Arthur 
G eorge, a d istinguished co lo n ia l serv ing 
officer, was later knighted, and his m other 
was Patricia Hare Duke, later Lady Mooring 
and now Lady Maddocks.

Bill M ooring lived his early  years in 
Nigeria and Zanzibar. In Zanzibar his father 
was the very last British colonial resident, 
an important and influential appointm ent in 
the dying days of Empire.

Bill grew up in that now vanished exot
ic w orld o f adventure and m ystery where 
the dawn alw ays cam e 'u p  like th under ' 
from somewhere ‘cross the bay’ and where 
the Old Flotilla probably still lies.

Thai world gave him the love of adven
ture and challenge which w as the hallmark 
of his career.

He was the archetypal imperial soldier
-  brave, loyal and g rea t-hearted , slow  to 
anger but quick to praise, an utterly depend
able friend in time of trouble.

Like most such co lonial serv ice ch il
dren. Bill was sent to school in England; 
from 1958 to 1962 to St Peter’s in Weston- 
Super-M are, where he becam e head boy, 
and betw een 1963 and 1967 to  C anfo rd  
where he rowed for the school.

He a tte n d e d  the  R o y a l M ilita ry  
Academy, Sandhurst from Septem ber 1967 
to Ju ly  1969 and  th en  jo in e d  th e  1st 
Battalion in Catterick in August o f  that year.

He was the only junior o fficer to  serve 
the whole o f that m om entous first tour in 
Londonderry and he was a founder m em 
ber o f  that g roup  o f  o ffice rs  and N C O s 
who achieved the fundam ental transform a
tion o f skills and understanding so neces
sary for the opening up o f  tha t long and 
hard road from  C rater to the  C reggan , a 
group which kepi the Regim ent at the fore
front o f  the A rm y 's  co u n te r-in su rg e n cy  
expertise.

Tw o m em bers o f  that g ro u p  becam e 
G enera ls and both  read ily  ack n ow ledge 
B ill's contribution in those difficult years. 
L o n d o n d erry  has b e c o m e  p a r t  o f  the 
R egim ent's soul and Bill se rved  there on 
three long tours, as Platoon and Company 
C om m ander for the 1st B a tta lion  and  as 
Second-in-Command for the 3rd.

Bill Mooring served the Regiment well, 
but he also served the w ider A rm y w ell, 
from Londonderry to Nepal.

A competent staff officer who attended 
the Staff College at Camberley in 1982, he 
w as a lw ay s at h is best in c o m m an d  o f  
troops on operations, whether on the Hong 
K ong border w ith the G h u rk as betw een  
1976 and 1979, o r in Ireland, where, besides

his to u rs  in L o n d o n d e rry , he se rved  in 
Belfast, Fermanagh and Portadown.

In ad d itio n  to  h is  n a tiv e  E nglish  he 
spoke G erm an, F rench  and G hurkali. He 
was a consum mate skier, who made a huge 
contribution to the i: t  r  ■! llion’s AMI il i 
role in Norway from 1974 to , / In.

An outstanding a th le te , he had previ- 
ously led the B attalion 's team to victory in 
the 1973 Cyprus W alkabout and he was an 
A rm y y ach tsm an  o f  n o te , q u a lify in g  as 
yachtmaster offshore in June 1991.

A s all h is friends will rem em ber with 
a f fe c tio n . B ill w as p ro b a b ly  the  b es t 
■grouser’ the Regiment has ever known, in a 
class o f  his ow n like an ace fighter pilot, but 
he possessed  a generosity  o f  spirit w hich 
d e lig h ted  a ll w ho  k n ew  him  and w hich  
made him one o f  the R egim ent's foremost 
soldiers.

T he R egim ent is m uch the poorer for 
his untimely death, a death  which he first 
faced and then ultim ately bore with a stoic 
courage that denied the cancer its final tri
um ph o f robbing its v ictim s o f dignity as 
well as life.

Bill died with quiet dignity and his last 
conversations were centred  on the problems 
of o thers ra ther than h is  ow n. He w ill be 
very greatly missed.

B ill is su rv ived  by  h is wife Lyndsay 
and their three daughters. Kirsten, Fiona and 
Tania to whom we extend our warmest sym 
pathy and condolences.

K .M .R .

DEATHS:
W e regret to  announce the death o f  the 
following:

Col R H  S en io r late Bedfs & Herts 
on Aug 9, 1993; B rig  W  C  Sm ith C B E 
late 1 East Anglian on Apr 24 1994; L t 
C ol H  C G  G re g o ry  M C  TD  3rd East 
A n g lian  o n  Ju ly  25  1994; l . t  G  S N 
C h a rr in g to n  Suffolk on May 22 1994; 
L t W  D Sales Suffolks on Oct 24; M aj 
A W all R L in c o ln s  on  M ay 31 1994; 
C a p t G uy B ra y  R L incolns on O ct 30 
1994; C apt A B rooks Bedfs & Herts on 
Dec 11 1993; M aj M M cC oll R Anglian 
on Sept 7 1994; L t C o l P  A M orcom be 
D S O  O B E  S u ffo lk  o n  S ep t 22 1994; 
M a j  (H o n  L t  C o l)  J  K B r i t t e n  
Northam ptons on Sept 9  1994; L t C ol H 
N D aniels D SO  R Leicesters on Apr 19 
1994 and B r ig  P D F  T h u rs b y  O B E  
Suffolk and Parachute Regiment on June
30 1994.

W e e x te n d  o u r  c o n d o le n c e s  and 
sympathy to their fam ilies and friends.
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Brigadier R J Randall
BRIGADIER Dick Randall, who died after 
a long illness at the age o f  73, was for many 
years a highly regarded and popular figure 
in the  R e g im e n t, e s p e c ia l ly  in  the 
P om p ad o u rs, fo r w hich  he was D ep u ty  
Colonel from 1976 to 1982. Richard John 
R a n d a ll w as bo rn  a t E m sw o rth  near 
Portsmouth on May 13, 1921 and spent part 
o f  his education at Felsted School.

At the outbreak o f the Second W orld 
W a r, D ick e n lis te d  in to  th e  M id d lesex  
Regiment and attended OCTU at W retham in 
K ent, the v illage to w hich  he even tually  
retired.ln 1943 he was commissioned into the 
Royal Northumberland Fusiliers and appoint
ed Platoon Com m ander in an independent 
com pany supporting  the M onm outhsh ire  
Regiment, then preparing for D-Day with the 
rest of 11th Armoured Division.

Dick landed in Normandy on D + 2.He 
fe lt so seasick, he used to recall, th a t his 
only thought was to reach dry land, never 
m ind any G erm ans.H e fought on w ith  his 
unit until VE Day in May 1945, reaching 
the rank of Captain and earning a M ention 
in Despatches.

A fter the w ar D ick w as s ta tio n ed  at 
F lensberg on the D anish/G erm an border, 
where he was responsible for rounding up 
and  disarm ing G erm an so ld iers retu rn ing  
ac ro ss  the b o rd er.A m o n g  them  w as the 
notorious 'Lord Haw-Haw’ (James Joyce).

On an R&R trip to Copenhagen he met 
Bente, his future wife.They married on Dec 
7 1946 and thus began an ex cep tio n a lly  
happy partnership.

Dick R andall was g ran ted  a R egula r 
Commission in the Essex Regiment in 1946 
a n d  se rv ed  w ith  th em  in K o re a  in 
1 9 5 3 -5 4 .From  1957 to  1959 D ick c o m 
m anded  a R ifle  C om pany  in I E sse x  in 
Dortmund, a period which encom passed the 
am algam ation w ith 1 Bedfs/H erts in June 
1958 and the fo rm a tio n  o f  1/3 E 
Anglian.The new battalion was stationed at 
Malacca in Malaya in 1961 which he jo ined 
as 2IC to Lt Col Michael Holme

E arly  in  1962 D ick  b ro u g h t the  
Battalion home by sea to the UK, staging at 
S h o e b u ry n e ss  b e fo re  m o v in g  on  to

Ballykinler, Co. Down, under the command 
of Lt Col C liff Norbury.

From 1963 to 1965, Dick commanded 
415 Essex (TA ) based at Ilford. D ick 's  
final posting was to Taunton as D eputy 
C o m m a n d e r S ou th  W est D is tr ic t 
(1974-76), where he renewed his associa
tion with the TA and much enjoyed organ
ising the Ten Tors Expedition.

W hen Dick retired from the Army in 
1976 it was to the Wrotham of his OCTU 
days that he returned and settled down.He 
joined the Army Security Vetting Unit, cov
ering London and Kent and working from 
home.He also gave much of his time and 
energy to the Regiment as Deputy Colonel 
for the 3rd Battalion from 1976 to 1982.As 
ch a irm a n  o f  the  R e g im en t C h ap e l 
Com m ittee, he continued in his efforts to 
preserve the chapel at W arley.He finally 
retired in 1986.

Dick’s interests included walking, sail
ing, golf and gardening.He loved music and 
poetry and could quote passages at length.

Dick Randall was a fine officer and a 
man of great integrity with a splendid sense 
of hum our. He com bined a keen interest 
w ith  a p o s it iv e  and  ‘dow n to e a r th ’ 
approach to soldiering.

He excelled both as a staff officer and 
at regimental duty. He knew exactly how to 
manage soldiers and with it all he had that 
wonderful quality o f making one feel better 
w henever one saw him .H e was in every 
sense a man o f stature.D ick loved being 
with his friends and his family and sharing 
th e ir  lives. H e was a devo ted  husband, 
father and grandfather and he was greatly 
loved in return . To Bente, and to all his 
fam ily and friends we offer our warmest 
thoughts and sympathies on their sad loss.

J .S .H

Lt Col K P P Goldschmidt
KEN G oldschm idt, who died on April 29 
1994, joined the Leicestershire Regiment in 
Farnborough in 1938. By then he had already 
been capped many times for Hampshire at 
rugby and w as in the side which won the 
County Championship in 1936. In his prime 
he w as p ro b ab ly  the best sc ru m -h a lf  in 
England. Although Ken missed his England

cap, he was m ade a B arbarian, an honour 
usually reserved for internationals. The move 
to the 2nd B atta lion  to Palestine in 1938 
ended his UK rugger. He never lost his love 
for the game o r indeed many o th er sports, 
particularly  c r ick e t at which h e  had been 
good with both bat and ball.

Ken saw ac tiv e  service w ith  the 2nd 
B a tta lio n  in P a le s tin e  in 1 9 3 8 -3 9 , the 
Western Desert, Tobruk and Syria 1940-42, 
in Burma with the C hindits in 1944, and 
with the 1st B a ttalion  in Korea in 1951-2 
and C yprus in 19 5 6 -8 . T here  canno t be 
many who have been engaged  by such a 
variety of enem ies -  Arab, Italian. German, 
Vichy French, Japanese, North Korean and 
perhaps even G reek Cypriots.

Ken was first wounded al Sidi Barrani 
in the hand, then  again  in T o b ru k  by the 
b la s t from  a m in e  ex p lo d ed  w h ile  on a 
patrol. W ith h is head swathed in bandages 
he was evacuated by destroyer to  Egypt.

Ken led by exam ple and by dominating 
the circum stances. H ow ever m iserab le  or 
indeed fearful these were, laughter, fun or 
diversion were never far away.

W e played bridge together in his for
ward com pany dugout in T obruk with his 
future brother-in-law , Duggie Dalglish, who 
had h is w o u n d ed  leg p ro p p ed  up  on  an 
ammunition box. W e played poker together 
during a supply drop in the jungle with the 
Chindils in Burma.

Ken m arried Alison Dalglish in 1943 in 
Colombo where she was serving as a Naval 
Nurse. Alison and the ever growing family, 
John, Michael and Marybell. followed Ken 
w herever p o ss ib le  -  to  In d ia  and  Hong 
K ong , to  L e ic e s te r  w here  h e  w as the 
T ra in ing  M a jo r  o f  Ihe 5th B a tta lio n , to 
C y p ru s  and  P ly m o u th , an d  to  S outh  
W ig s to n  w h e re  he  c o m m a n d e d  the 
Regim ental D epot. T heir connection  with 
the Regiment w as further cem ented w hen in 
1965 his son M ichael was com m issioned 
into the Royal A nglian Regiment into which 
the Royal Leicesters had merged.

T hroughout h is service an d  in retire
ment Ken and A lison lovingly kept in close 
touch with many generations o f  officers in 
the Regiment and their families, a relation
ship which was strongly reciprocated by so 
many during K en 's  long illness in the sup
port and encouragem ent they both received.

In sh o r t, K en  w as a d is t in g u is h e d  
sp o r tsm a n , a n d  e x c e p t io n a l ly  fine 
R egim ental so ld ie r . Perhaps h is  g reatest 
attribute was the gift to make life fun and to 
spread happiness

T o  v is i t  K en  w as to c o m e  aw ay 
refreshed. To rem em b er him now that he 
has gone, is to look back with happiness.

J  H  M
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Association Branches
N ORFO LK : HQ The Royal N orfolk 
Regiment Association and The Royal 
Anglian Regiment Association 
(Norfolk) - Britannia Barracks, 
Norw ich, Norfolk NR1 4HJ 
Tel: Norwich 6284.55

PRESIDENT M a j Gen S ir D a v id  
Thome KBE

KING’S  LYNN BRA NCH :
Capt A A Hammond OBE,
Sandena, Old Mill Road.
Roughton, Norwich NR11 8PE.

Mr G W oodhouse 
120 Parkway,
Gaywood. K ing’s Lynn.
Norfolk PE30 4QQ

GT Y A R M O U T H / G O R L E S T O N  
BRANCH:
Mr R C  Pillar,
16 A lder Close.
Bradwell.
Gt Yarmouth.
Norfolk NR31 8PD

LONDON BRA NCH :
Mr M J Franses.
4 Kingswood Park.
Hendon Avenue,
Finchley, London N3 IUG.

NORW ICH  BRA NCH :
Mr P E Boxall,
31 Breckland Road.
New Costessey,
Norwich NR5 ORW

SU FFO LK : HQ The Suffolk 
Regiment Old Comrades A ssociation  
and the Royal Anglian Regim ent 
Association (Suffolk & 
Cambridgeshire Branch) The K eep. 
Gibraltar Barracks. Burv St 
Edmunds. Suffolk IP33 3RN.
Tel: B SE 752394

PRESIDENT Brig W ( ’ D eller O B E

BURY S T  ED M UN D S A N D  
D IST R IC T BRA NCH :
Mr H J Gingell.
The W illows. Depden.
Bury S t Edm unds 1P29 4BY

IPSW ICH  BRA NCH :
Mr A E  Stollery.
12 C edar House.
2 Healhertiayes.
Ipswich, Suffolk IP 14 CB3.

H EM EL H EM PSTE A D  
BRANCH:
Mr R G  Picton.
45 Pastoa Road.
Hemel Hempstead.
Hertfordshire HP2 SAZ

BECCLES BRA NCH :
Mr G F  S Broughton.
32 F iruee Road.
Norwich. Norfolk NR7 9LG

F E L IX S T O W E  BRA NCH :
Mr N Buckingham.
Marahaba, 18 Fairfield A venue. 
Felixstowe, Suffolk IPI I 9JN

ST O W M A R K E T  BR A N C H :
Mr S P  Sykes BEM.
27 Broom spath Road.
Stow u p la n d , Stowmarket.
Suffolk IP 14 4DB

L E IS T O N  BRA NCH :
Mr A A Smith BEM,
95 A bbey Road,
Leiston, Suffolk IP 16 4TA.

SUD BU RY  BRA NCH :
Mr D Land.
2 Pot Kiln Road.
Gt Cornard,
Sudbury CO IO ODA.

CA B R ID G E S  H I R E: HQ The
Cam bridgeshire Regiment Old 
Com rades Association and the 
Cam bridgeshire Branch The Royal 
A nglian Regiment Association - c/o 
TA Centre, Coldhams Lane. 
Cam bridge.

PA TRON: Ll Col E L  VMapex 
O BE TD

PRESIDENT: Col W F Page M C TD

C A M B R ID G E  BRANCH:
Capt J Nelson.
53 Fulboum  Old Drift,
Cherry Hinton,
Cam bridge CB 1 4NO.

ELY  B R A N C H :
Lt Col J R Ennion TD,
16 Sand Street,
Soham,
Cam bridgeshire CB7 5AA.

M A R C H  AND D ISTRICT 
BR A N C H :
Mr H H Howes.
2 Hundred Road.
M arch, Cambridgeshire PE 15 8QJ.

W IS B E C H  BR ANCH:
Mr J Russell.
35 M ilner Road,
W isbech.
Cam bridgeshire PE I3  2LR.

W H IT T L E S E Y /P E T E R B O R O U H
B R A N C H :
M r Jess M atthews,
3 G rungate Court,
R ag  Fen Road. East fie Id. 
Peterborough PEI 5LA

B E D F O R D S H IR E  AND 
H E R T F O R D S H IR E : HQ The
Royal Anglian Regiment 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
A ssociation. Blenheim House,
Eagle W ay. W arley. Brentwood 
Essex CM  13 3BN.
Tel: Brentwood (01277) 213051

PRESIDENT: U  CoI Sir Derek 
Mi I man Bt MC

H E R T F O R D  B RA N CH :
Mr S R M ansfield, 
la G w ynne’s W alk. Hertford 
Tel: (01992)581551

ST  A LBA N S BRA NCH :
Mr H R Howard.
24 Sherw ood Rise. South Down, 
Harpenden. Hertfordshire AL5 ILL' 
Tel (01582)461047

B E D F O R D  BRA NCH :
Mr J Baggandge.
40 C ody Road.
Clapham . Bedford MK41 6EA.
Tel: (01234) 211500

H IT C H IN  BR A N C H :
Mr L Olney,
10 A bbiss Orchard, Ickleford, 
nr H itchin, Hertfordshire.
Tel: (01462)450710

H E R T F O R D S H IR E  R E G IM E N T  
A SS O C IA T IO N :
Mr J M Renwick,
16 Jordans Way,
Bricket Wood,
St. Albans,
Hertfordshire AL2 2SL.

W A T F O R D  AND H E M E L  
H E M PS T E A D  BRA NCH :
Mr E G Owen,
37 Bibshall Crescent,
Dunstable.
Bedfordshire.
Tel: (01582)665734

LU TO N  AND D U N STA B LE 
B R A N C H :
Mr S Chapman.
86 St M argarets Avenue 
Luton LU3 IPQ.
Tel: (01582)28976

T H E  ESSEX  A N D  RO Y A L 
A N G LIA N  R E G IM E N T S  
A SS O C IA T IO N : HQ The Royal 
Anglian Regim ent, Blenheim House, 
Eagle W ay, W arley, Brentwood. 
Essex CM  13 3BN.
Tel: Brentwood (01277) 213051

PRESIDENT: C o l G C  P M organ DL

4TH  B A T T A L IO N  C O M R A D E S  
A SS O C IA T IO N :
Mr E B Hazle DCM.
11 Hunter A venue, Shenfield 
Essex C M I5  8PE.
Tel: (01277)214606

7TH  E A G L E  A ND GUN 
R E G IM E N T A L  A SS O C IA T IO N :
Mr V Foulsham,
62 Armstrong Avenue,
W oodford Green,
Essex IG8 9PT 
Tel: (0181 531 4808)

CHELMSFORD AND DISTRICT 
BRANCH:
Miss S Ostler,
St M ichaels, 1 G loucester Avenue, 
Chelmsford. Essex CM1 9DP.
Tel: (01245) 358 724

T H U R R O C K  AND D IS T R IC T  
BR A N C H :
Mr P  Giggens.
89 Salisbury Road,
Grays, E sse- RM  17 6DG.
Tel: (01375) 378427

L IN C O L N : HQ The 10th Foot 
Royal Lincolnshire Regiment 
A ssociation. The Royal Anglian 
Regiment. The Keep, Sobraon 
Barracks. Lincoln LN1 3PY.
Tel: (01522)525444

PRESIDENT Maj Gen R E !
Gerrand- Wn$hi CB CBE

L IN C O L N  B R A N C H :
Mr A Hibbard.
17 Ruckland Avenue.
Lincoln L N 1 3TF.
Tel: (01522)530396

G R IM S B Y  B R A N C H :
M r D Carroll,
87 M anor Drive,
W altham , G rim sby DN34 ONS.
Tel: (01472) 826953

G R A N T H A M  B R A N C H :
M r O  Ha- '
29 P rem ier Court 
G rantham , Lines N G3 I 8FB 
Tel: (01476) 66652

S P A L D IN G  B R A N C H :
M r A W aterfall,
26  B rew ster Road,
Boston, L ines PE2I ODY.
Tel: (01205) 358565

M ID L A N D S  B R A N C H :
Mr L W ood.
15 Lanchester Road.
Radford, C oventry CV6 3EY.
Tel: (01203) 597815

S T A M F O R D  BR A N C H :
Capt W L Sim pson.
St. C lem ent, 8 Bain Hill.
Stam ford, Lines PE9 2YG.

S C U N T H O R P E  B R A N C H :
M r C  Brom by.
85 Southfield  Road.
Scunthorpe,
South H um berside DN16 3BT
Tel: (0 1724 )859253

N O R T H A M P T O N : HQ The 
N ortham pton Regiment Association 
and The Royal Anglian Regimental 
A ssociation (N ortham pton). Gibraltar 
Barracks. B arrack Road, 
N ortham pton N N I 3RE.
Tel: N ortham pton (01604) 35412

CH AIRM AN: C ol P  Worthy

C O R B Y  B R A N C H :
M r K R Fordyce.
7 Mot iston C lose. Corby. 
N ortham ptonshire.

P E T E R R C )R O U G H  BRA N CH :
Maj R K H ill, T D  DL (president) 
Cherry O rion Farm ,
Orion W aterville,
Peterborough PE2 SEQ.

L E IC E S T E R : H Q  The Royal TigerN 
A ssociation and The Royal Anglian 
Regim ent A ssociation (LeiceMer),
TA  Centre. U lverscroft Road.
Leicester LE4 6BY
Tel: L eicester (01533)622749

PRESID ENT: M a j Gen A  J  G  
Pollard CB CBE

L E IC E S T E R  B R A N C H :
Lt C ol J L W ilson DL
12 T he M eadw ay
SyMon, Leicester, LE7 8BD.

W IL T S H IR E : The Royal Anglian 
Regim ent Association

W A R M IN S T E R  B R A N C H :
The Royal A nglian Association.
PO Box 123.
School o f  Infantrs. Warminster. 
W iltshire B A I2  0 D G .
Tel: (01 9 8 5 )2 1 9 2 7 3  Ext. 2211 

PR E SID E N T . General Sir John
Akehurst K('H  CBE
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