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You have probably read about or seen the 
New Austin models. If you would like to go 
a step further and get more details about any 
model or arrange a trial run you should con­
tact our nearest depot. They will be only too 
pleased to help you. W e  are. of course, ex­
perts in Austin servicing and repairs as well.

(M[ a i m E S rERTON
CO LTD j

(B ot wools';

5 PRINCE OF WALES ROAD, NORWICH . 28383 

A U S T I N  D I S T R I B U T O R S  

M A J O R ’ S C O R N E R .  I P S W I C H  . 52271

LO N D O N  • BURY ST. ID M U N D S  - K IN G 'S  L Y N N  - L O W E S T O F T  - F A K E N H A M  - P E T E R B O R O U G H



TOLLY 
COBBOLD
QUALITY ALES

Still

Marching ahead 

in East Anglia
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GLYN, MILLS & CO

H O L T ’S  B R A N C H

C M v t s & v a w t . .



ENJOY YOUR DRINK IN THE COMFORT OF THIS DELIGHTFUL OLD ELIZABETHAN ROOM AT 

HACKS, 3 HAY MARKET, NORWICH. FINEST WINES, SPIRITS AND BEERS.
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•V APPOINTMENT

TO N.M. QUEEN ELIZMFIN II 
M fW Ett

FINE 
NORFOLK ALES

breued by

Steward & Patteson Ltd
POCKTHORPE BREWERY 

NORWICH

F. A. STONE & SONS
MILITARY

AND MUFTI
TAILORS SINCE 1874

B y  Appointment to The East Anglian Brigade 

SU B S C R IPT IO N  T E R M S  A V A IL A B L E

LONDON N () R W I C H YARMOUTH
4 New Burlinjton Street PRINCK OF WALKS ROAD 15/16 Central Arcade

Phone: R IO  1313 Phone Wt»6 Phone 2383
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CORUM

> W S o £ M ,

J E W S O N  &  SO N S
L I M I T E D  

T i m b e r  I m p o r t e r s  

H ARDW OO DS, PLY W O O D S AND W ALLBOARDS
MANUFACTURERS OF WOOD FLOORING BLOCKS, 

DISTRIBUTORS OF FORMICA

BOX AND CASE TUBULAR SCAFFOLDING 
MANUFACTURERS ERECTION, SALE OR HIRE

BUILDERS’ MERCHANTS 
PROTIM SPRAY & ADVISORY SERVICE FOR DRY ROT 

AND WOODWORM

HEAD O FFIC E  NORWICH PHONE 29391 (10 Lines I 

Also at Gt. Yarmouth, Lowestoft. D ereham , Dls*, Pakenham , etc.
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CHy FURNISHING COMPANY,
CORN HILL. Phone:

BURY ST. E D M U N D S 2 3 4

THIS FIRM SPECIALISES IN THE REMOVAL AND STORAGE OF 
FURNITURE FOR MEMBERS OF HER MAJESTY’S FORCES 
CENTRALLY HEATED STORAGE DEPOSITORY. REGULAR 
INSPECTION AND MOTHPROOFING ARRANGED FOR GOODS 
STORED OVER A LONG PERIOD.

SMITH’S FURNISHING CO. SELLS EVERY KIND OF HOUSEHOLD 
FURNITURE AND OFFERS MANY OTHER SERVICES, 
INCLUDING THE MAKING OF CURTAINS AND COVKRs! 
CARPET CLEANING AND FITTING, AND THE RE MAKING 
OF MATTRESSES.

Estimates Free. Personal Attention. Cash or II.P.

SPAN ISH  SHERRY
TO SUIT ALL TASTES

SP O R T SM A N ’S PALE D R Y  ...................... 13/-
A  go od  M e d iu m  Sh e r r y  for all occas ions

B O C A R D O ’S F IN O  ... ......................  13/6
V e ry  D ry ,  the  ideal aperit if

R O Y A L  S H O W  ...............................  15/6
A  very  old  B ro w n ,  sweet  w ine

A M O N T IL L A D O  SUPER IO R  ...................... 15/6
A n  exce l lent  M e d i u m  D r y  S h e r r y

UNIVERSITY  C R E A M  ...............................  20/6
A  rare o ld  O l o r o s o  o f  great ag«

O B T A I N A B L E  F R O M

WHITMORE AND CO.
D O W N I N G  S T R E E T  - - C A M B R I D G E

Tel. 52971
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All the latest
FERRANTI models

Also a wide selection of other 
well-known makes in

T.Vs, RADIOS, RECORD PLAYERS,
TAPE RECORDERS, etc.

Be sure to visit

PEAKS of 

CAMBRIDGE 
& KINGS LYNN

T E L .: CAM BRIDGE 59413 
K IN G S LY N N  2188

You can place your 
Commissions with 
Confidence

IF  Y O U  PL A C E  T H E M  W ITH

T. F. ARNOLD
Commission Agent

4 GUILDHALL PLACE

CAMBRIDGE

A. W. MORLIN LTD.
Builders’ Merchants and Ironmongers

HAVE A LARGE SELECTION OF

Distinctive Fireplaces 

Sanitary Ware and 
Bathroom Equipment 

Domestic Oil Fired and 
Solid Fuel Boilers, etc.

148 - 152 H il l s  Ro a d , C a m b r id c e

Tel: 47293

BUILDING & CIVIL 

ENGINEERING CONTRACTORS

J O H N S O N
&

BAILEY
L T D .

NORFOLK STREET, CAMBRIDGE
5 9 6 9  4



ROYAL DOULTON

Translucent China
for Everyday 

Enjoyment

This is one of many open stock patterns 

from which to choose. Separate pieces 

may be purchased at reasonable prices

niN N ER  SET FOR SIX .. £12-1-0 
TEA SET FOR SIX .. . . £5-13-0

23 - 25 MAGDALEN STREET 
NORWICH, NOR 39P.

Tel. : 20212 (3 lines) 

Customers C ar Park (Entrance Fishergatei

ESTABLISHED 1797
TELEPHONE No. 1

© l i v e r  &  S o n
Renowned for Quality Foods 

and Wines for over 150 years

------------------D e p a r t m e n t s ------------------
GROCERIES PROVISIONS
COOKED FOODS FROZEN FOODS 
CONFECTIONERY BISCUITS 

WINES, SPIRITS AND BEERS 
— Deliveries to all parts of the District —

A B B E Y G A T E  S T R E E T  
B u r y  S t .  E d m u n d s

Our resident Manager, Mr. W. V. Clarke 
would be very happy to give your enquiries 
his personal attention, and our constant 
endeavour is to  render a service which 
will merit your unstinted admiration

T. H. Nice & Co. Ltd
MOTOR ENGINEERS 

*

Distributors for 
MORRIS - WOLSELEY - M.G. CARS 
MORRIS-COMMERCIAL VEHICLES 

NUFFIELD TRACTORS

R I L E Y  D E A L E R S  

*

IH II1 S T . EDMUNDS
Telephone 2801 (3 lines)

Also at T H E T F O R D  (2204) and ELY (2952)



For C O A L  and 
all other Fuels

MELLON1E & 
GOULDER Ltd

I p s w i c h

TELEPHONE — — — .“'7361

THE UNIVERSITY 
ARMS HOTEL

CAMBRIDGE

EAST ANGLIA’S 
LEADING HOTEL

Telephone 51241

“  For Patisserie Perfection  ”

BURTON, SON k SUNDERS & ASSOCIATED COMPANIES 
IPSWICH, SUFFOLK

Send your enquiries 

for P R I N T I N G  

to . . .

THE 
MORECAMBE BAY 

PRINTERS LTD.

BRIDGE ROAD 
M O RECAM BE

LANCS.

Tel. No. Morecambe 129

fi



S U I T S  

T R O U S E R S  

S P O R T S  J A C K E T S
AVAILABLE FROM GOOD CLASS OUTFITTERS 

THROUGHOUT GREAT BRITAIN

PHILLIPS & PIPER LTD
CHRISTCHURCH WORKS — IPSWICH

N A A F I

a n d  

YOU

At the push of a  bu tton . . .

* . .  a cup  o f  hot soup, a canon o f fresh dairy milk, 
a cup o f coffee or a packet of cigarettes.
In  camps and barracks all over the world Naafi’s 24-hour 
Automatic Sales Service makes these and many more goods 
available to the customer a t the push of a button.
Naafi has already installed well over 2,000 slot machines 
and the num ber—and the variety— continues to grow.
One m ore example of Naafi*s aim to keep in step with the 
Rocket-age Services.

IMPERIAL COURT, KENNINQTON LANE, LONDON, 8.E.11
H .M . Forces’ Official Trading Organisation
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“ The Britannia and Castle”
JOURNAL OF THE 1st EAST ANGLIAN REGIMENT 

(Royal Norfolk and Suffolk)

All Editorial Contributions to be forwarded to The Editor, 

The Britannia and Castle Journal,

Britannia Barracks, Norwich.
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Moss Bros
OF COVENT GARDEN  

T H E  C O M P L E T E  M A N ’S S T O R E

50 London Street 
Norwich, NOR 02E 

Norwich 22344

M onthly subscrip tion  te rm s w ithout interest available to serving

12



1st EAST ANGLIAN REGIMENT
(Royal Norfolk & Suffolk) [9 and 12]

Britannia superimposed upon the Castle and Key.
The Castle an d  Key superscribed  “ G ib ra lta r ,  1779-83 ” a n d  w ith  th e  m o tto  " M ontis In s ig n ia  C alpe ”

u n d e rn e a th .

D ettingen — M lnden — Belleisle —  Havannah — Martinique, 1794 —  Seringapatam — India — Rolica
_Vimiera — Corunna — Busaco — Salamanca — Vittoria — St. Sebastian — Nive — Peninsula —
Cabool, 1842 — Moodkee — Ferozeshah — Sobraon — South Africa, 1851-3 — Sevastopol — New 

Zealand — Afghanistan, 1878-80 —  Kabul, 1879 — Paardeberg — South Africa, 1899-1902.
T he G reat W ar — 42 B a tta lio n s  —  Mona — Le C a te a u  — R e tre a t  fro m  M ons — M arne, 1914 — Aisne, 
1914 — La Bassee, 1914 — G iv enchy , 1914 — Ypres, 1914, ’15, ’17, ’18 —  N euve C hapelle  —  G rav en s ta fe l
— St. Julien  — Frezenberg — B e lle w aa rd e  — A ubers —  Hooge, 1915 — Loos — Som m e, 1916, ’18 — 
Albert, 1916, ’18 — B azen tin  — D elv ille  W ood — P o z ieres — G u ille m o n t — F le rs  C o u rcele tte  — M orval — 
Thiepval — Le Transloy — A n cre  H e ig h ts  — A ncre, 1916, ’18 —  A rras, 1917, ’18 — Vimy, 1917 — 
Scarpe, 1917, '18 — Arleux — O p p y  — P ilck em  — L an g em arck , 1917 — M enin  R o ad  — Polygon W ood
— Broodseinde — Poelcappelle —  P a ssc h e n d a e le  — C am b ra i, 1917, ’18 — St. Q u e n tin  — B ap au m e, 1918 — 
Lys — Estaires — Mess in  es, 1918 —  H azeb ro u ck  — B ailleu l — K em m el — B e th u n e  — S ch erpenberg
— Amiens — Hindenburg Line — E p eh y  — C an a l d u  N o rd  — S t. Q u e n tin  C an al — B eaurevo ir — 
Courtrai — Selle — V alenciennes —  S a m b re  — F ra n c e  a n d  F la n d e rs , 1914-18 — Ita ly , 1917-18 — S tru m a
— Doiran, 1918 — Macedonia, 1915-18 — S u v la  — Landing at Suvla — S c im ita r  H ill — G allipoli, 1915
— Egypt, 1915-17 — G aza  — El M u g h a r  —  N ebi S am w il —  Je ru sa le m  — J a f fa  — T e l’A sur — M egiddo
— Sharon — Palestine, 1917-18 —  S h a ib a  — K u t a l  A m ara , 1915, ’17 — C tesiphon  — D efence of K u t

a l A m a ra  — M esopo tam ia , 1914-18.
The Second W orld W ar — D efen ce  o f  E scau t — St. Omer - La Bassee — Dunkirk, 1940 — St. 
Valery-en-Caux — Normandy Landing —  O don  — C aen  —  L e P e r ie r  R idge  — Brleux Bridgehead — 
Falaise — Venraij — R h in e lan d  —  H och w ald  — L in g en  — Brinkum — N.W . E urope, 1940, ’44-’45 — 
Johore — M uar — B atu  P a h a t  —  Singapore Island — M alay a , 1942 — N o rth  A rak an  — Imphal — 

Kohima —  A ra d u ra  — M a n d a la y  — Burma, 1943-45.
Korea, 1951-52.

Agents:— Messrs. G lyn M ills a n d  Co. (H o lt’s  B ra n c h )  K irk la n d  H ouse, W hiteh a ll, London. S.W .l.

R egim ental H e a d q u a r te r s :— B r i ta n n ia  B a rra c k s , N orw ich.

Regim ental Jo u rn a l:— “T h e  B r i ta n n ia  a n d  C astle ,"  B r i ta n n ia  B arrack s, Norwich.

Regim ental Association:— T h e  1 st E a s t  A ng lian  R eg im en t P a s t  a n d  P re se n t A ssociation, B r i ta n n ia  
B arracks, N orw ich.

U n ifo rm  —  B lu e  P ip in g  — Yellow
F a c in g  C olour — Y ellow

Regular Battalion: 1st—B ritish  G u ia n a , B .F .P .O . 9.

Territorial Battalions:
4th  Bn. T h e  R o y a l N orfolk R e g im e n t —  N orw ich 

T he S u ffo lk  a n d  C am b rid g esh ire  R e g im e n t — Ipsw ich

Allied R egim ent of New Zealand Military Forces:
T he A u ck lan d  R e g im e n t (C o u n tess o f  R a n fu r ly ’s  O w n)

Colonel-in-Chief:—H.R.H. T h e  P r in c e s s  M arg are t, C o u n tess  o f Snow don, C .I., G.C.V.O., Col.-in-Chief 
15th/19th H., R.H.F., Q.A.R.A.N.C., P rin c ess  Louise F u s ilie rs  (M a ch in e  G u n ), W om en’s R oyal A ust­

ra lian  A rm y C o rp s  a n d  R o y a l C a n a d ia n  I n f a n t r y  C orps (M ilitia).

C o l o n e l M a x w e l l ,  B rig ad ie r, R .H ., C.B., 2 9 th  A ugust, 1959.
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LOCATION LIST OF OFFICERS

(Compiled from  official records and inform ation  availab le  31st M ay, 1962).

(a) REGULAR ARMY Thain, P. . . Singapore Military Forces.

Lywood, K. C G. School of Infantry. Warminster
Lt.-Cols. Mason, F. E. I .,
Brinkley, W. H., p.s.c. Deputy O. i/c  Records, Exterer. A M I.W .S.. . Army Work Study Group.

Brown, C. R. M .(
G.S.O. 1 and Dep. Cmd.. Royal Hong

Styles. T. H 1st Battalion.
D.S.O., p.s.c., f.s.c.,

Gillmore, A. H V ,( U - S ) ........................ Kong Defence Force.
1st Battalion.M.C., p.s.c.

Fraser, D. U., M.B.E., Starling, J. G. M.C.,f.s. (Emp. List (1)) Q. (M.) II War Office.
East Anglian Bde. Depot.p .s.c ................

Hallett. J. N. R..
M.B.E., j.s.s.c., Emsden, B. H. C..
p.s.c. (Emp. List p .s.c............... H .Q . 148 Infantry Brigade (T.A.)
( D ) ............................ Ministry of Defence.

469 G.L. Section, B.A.O.R.Palmer. L A., p.l.
Dewar, K. M. J.,

Held Strength. Depot East Anglian Bdc.O.B.E., p.s.c. (Emp.
H.Q., Rheindahlen Garrison, B A.O.R.

Deller. W. C. p.s.c.
List ( I ) ) ................. 1st Battalion.Fitzgerald, J. D. A ...

Campbell, A. F., 
M .C., p.s.c............... 1st Battalion. Pullen. H. N. D . p.l. 1st West India Regiment.

Harvey, H. C ., p.s.c.
(Emp. List (1 )) A.A.G., H.Q. Northern Command. Captains

Burton, R. S. M., Fleming, F. R , p.s.c.
p.s.c., p.t.s.c. (Emp. 
List ( I ) ) .................

(T / Major) D .A .A .G ., East Anglian Bde.
Ministry of Supply. Woolwich.

Cobbold, A. G B. Adjutant, J.W.S. Malaya.
Robertson, A. J.,

4th Bn. The Royal Norfolk Regiment (T.A.) Godfrey, F. A . M.C. Held Strength, Depot East Anglian Bde.
Holman, R. M.. n.s. G .S.O .2, H.Q., Royal Nigerian Army.
Horrex, A. B. M.C. Mil. Academy Trg. School, Accra, Ghana,

Majors Gunton, M. K D. Staff Captain, H.Q., Southern Command
Grecf, A O., M.C. . Clothing and Equipment Establishment. 

Farnborough. Hopper. P. D. L. 1st Battalion.

G.L.O., R A.F. Station, Horsham St.
Hall-Tipping, J G .S .O .3, War Office

Farrelly, T. P., T.D.
Faiths. MacDonald, J. P 5 Int. PI., Bulford.

Calder, W. J ., p.s.c. U.K.S.L.S., (A.E.) Pretoria. Catchpole. A. K l l th  King's African Rifles.

Dean, P. S. W. Jones, J. G ., M.B.E. Staff Captain, H.Q., Middle East Command,
(T /C o lonel)............... Military Attache. Tokyo. Murphy, B. M 1st Battalion.

Lummis, E. T-, p.s.c. G.S.O.2, War Office. Dean, T. D. . G .S .O .3. H Q.. 4th Division.

Ingle, F. D., M.B.E., Beck. S. G. 1st Battalion.
p .s.c .............................. Heath. J R . . Royal Mil. College of Science, Shrivenham.

Forrest, P. B., M.C. Regular Commissions Board, Westbury. Mills. B H G Held Strength. Depot East Anglian Bde.
Petit, J. M.. M.B.E , Smith, D. T .t p.l. 1st Battalion.

p.s.c. (Local Lt.- D.A.A. & Q.M.G.. Staff College.
Churchill, J. D , M.C. Army Apprentices School, Aborfield.C o l . ) ......................... Camberley.

Dye, J. B., M.C., Ford. P. C. . 1st Battalion.
p.s.c.............................. G.S.O.2, War Office Frere. J. A. K W G .S .O .3, H.Q.. Southern Command,

A thill, A H.................. Kenya Regiment Training Centre. Henderson, M. L Kenya Forces Trg. Centre.

Williams, R. M., M.C., Wilson. R G. Suffolk & Cambridgeshire Regt. (T.A.)
p.s.c .............................. Thorne. D. C. 4th Bn, The Royal Norfolk Regt (T.A.)

Turnbull. A. W. J.,
M .C .............................. G.S.O.2, War Office. Raven. P. G . . 1st Battalion.

Creasey, T. M.„ p.s.c. 1st Battalion. Trollope, C. J. N. . 1st Battalion.

Howgego, G. C ., p.s.c. Held Strength, Depot East Anglian Bde. Clarke. D. L. 1st Battalion.

Power, E W . A., Thorne, M. E. School of Infantry. Sigs. Wing, Hythe.
p .s.c .............................. 1st Battalion. Trevethick. R. L. 1st Battalion.

Haycraft, I. A., 
p .t.s.c ........................... 1st Battalion. Reynell, N. Royal Nigerian Army.

Morgan, E. H., Morris. J Y. Royal Nigerian Army.
M .B.E., M .C............ 1st Battalion. Gowing. R. D Held Strength. Depot East A n g l ia n  Bde.

Fairholme, W. D. G. Language Course, Durham University. M orton. P. W 1st Battalion.
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Lieutenants

Barnes. C. M. 
(T/Capt.) .. •

Peat, W. J. B.

Lewis, N. J.

Lunn, M. J. R. 

Coates, K. 

Rowsell, S. A. 

Baily, D. R. 

Jefferson, I. W. 

Ross, P. K. R. 

Horrex, H. R. 

Conder, E H. 

Mather, C. A. S 

Abbott, R. J.

2nd Lieutenants

Turner Cain, M. G. 

Reeve, W. H. 

Varley, J. A. 

Malim, A. C.

Keep, J. H ............

Royal Sierra Leone Mil. Forces 

Trucial Oman Scouts.

Attd. Parachute Regiment.

1st Battalion.

2nd Bn., Parachute Regiment.

Royal Sierra Leone Mil. Forces.

Language Course

2nd East Anglian Regiment.

1st Battalion.

1st Battalion.

Degree Course, R .M .C.S., Shrivenham. 

1st Battalion.

1st Battalion.

1st Battalion.

1st Battalion.

2nd East Anglian Regiment.

1st Battilion.

1st Battalion.

Quartermasters

Case, H. S. R., M.B.E.
(Staff Q.M.), a t -  
Col.) (Emp. List
( 2 ) ) ..........................  School of Infantry, Warminster.

Joanny, A., M.B.E.
(M ajor)....................  East Anglian Brigade Depot.

Albrow, F. J. (Major) Army Federation of Malaya.

Jasper, G. S. (Major) G.H.Q., Farelf.

Warren, T. C. (Capt.) Suffolk & Cambridgeshire Regt. (T.A.)

Howard, C E. (Capt.) 1st Battalion.

Chatting, T. W. (Capt.) 4th Bn. The Royal Norfolk Regt. (T.A.)

Norman, H. H. (Capt.) 1st Battalion.

McColl, N. (Capt.) .. Sp. Weapons W'ing, Netheravon.

(b) REGULAR ARMY—SHORT SERVICE OFFICERS
Captains

O.C. Leave Cam p, Cyprus.Seekings, P. C.

Lieutenants

Stone, P. P. D. 
Gamberoni, D. 
Mackay, J W.

2nd Lieutenants
Prosser, B.

1st Battalion.
King’s African Rifles. 
1st Battalion.

.. . .  East Anglian Brigade Depot. 

Quartermasters

Curtis, A. R. (Major) Held Strength, Depot East Anglian Bde.

(e) EXTENDED SERVICE OFFICERS

Mlajors

Titmarsh, H. H . D.A.D. Lands, B.A.O.R.

Buckingham, D. G . ..  Adm. Officer, G .H .Q ., Farelf.

Powell, K. W ...............Staff Captain, Cyprus.

(d) REGULAR ARMY—NATIONAL SERVICE OFFICERS 
2nd Lieutenants

Wright, P N. 3rd East Anglian Regiment.

FORMER REGIMENTAL OFFICERS STILL ON THE 
ACTIVE LIST

REGULAR OFFICERS

Major-Generals

Goodwin, R. E ., C.B.,
C.B .E., D .S.O .,
p .s.c............................... G.O .C., East Africa Command.

Butler, M. A. H.,
C .B.E., D .S.O.,
M .C.. i.d .c., p.s.c.,

Commander. 2nd Division.
Freeland, I.

D .S.O ., i.d .c..
H .,

p.s.c. G .O .C., East Anglian District.

Brigadiers

Turner Cain, G . R..
D .S.O .. A .D C ., 
j.s.s.c., p .s.c.............. B.G.S , H.Q . B.A.O.R.

Prickett, A. J.
j.s.s.c., p.s.c.

c..
B.G.S., H.Q., Middle East Command.

Colonels

Allen. R. M .. C.B.E.. 
j.s.s.c., p.s.c. (T/ 
B r i g . ) ......................... D .D.O.S., H.Q., Southern Command.

Smith. W. C., O.B.E., 
j.s.s.c., p .s.c.............. Col.G.S. (Ops.) G .H .Q ., Farelf.

Lieut.-Colonel*

Ferricr. W. P. A.P.M ., London District.
Shuttle worth. W, P.

H.Q., Western Command.
Thursby, p. D.

p.s.c., j.s.s.c. .
F..

Parachute Regiment.

Major*

Ward. J. A W. R.A.P.C.

Eberhardie. C . E.,
M.B.E., M .C ., p.s.c. G.S.O.2, Staff College, Cambcrley.

Captains

Kelly. J. N ., M .C. . 7th Ghurka Rifles.

Oddie, W. R. A. . .  Parachute Regiment.

Officer, are requested to notify the Editor of .n y  ch.n«es of location or ot >ny error in th i, li«.
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E D I T O R I A L

The major event in the Regiment during the past 
few months has been the move of the 1st Battalion 
to British Guiana a t less than one day's notice. For 
record purposes, and because we feel that the detailed 
story is of interest to all o u r readers, we have 
included a diary of the move in this issue.

W hilst we are sorry that the Battalion's stay in 
East Anglia has been interrupted, there is no doubt 
that the move at short notice and the stay in British 
Guiana have been, and, for that matter, still are. a 
most interesting experience for all concerned. 
Furthermore, the episode has no t had any noticeably 
adverse effect on recruiting, which has continued at 
more or less the same rate.

We are now engaged in preparing data with a 
view to bringing up-to-date the regimental history 
at some time in the future. The piesent histories of 
the Royal Norfolk and the Suffolk Regiments end in 
1951 and 1946 respectively. It is the intention to 
collect, at Regimental Headquarters, all the inform a­
tion we can, particularly first-hand accounts of 
incidents, campaigns and o ther happenings so that, 
when the time comes for the next volume of the 
history to be written, we shall be in a position to 
give the Editor a more or less complete picture, based 
on stories written by those who were serving with 
the battalion concerned at the time.

It is we think, appropriate  to mention the Army 
Benevolent Fund. This fund, which was bu ilt up 
largely from N.A.A.F.I. profits during the period 
1939—45, exists to help men who have, at any time, 
served in the Army.

This help is given by m aking block grants to 
Regimental Associations on production of evidence to  
prove that their own funds are inadequate to  meet 
all the demands made upon them. Both sections of 
our own Past and Present Association have, for some 
years, received annual grants from  the Army 
Benevolent Fund.

For some years now, however, the annual 
expenditure of the Army Benevolent Fund has 
exceeded income and a big effort is being m ade to 
build up its capital.

You may, therefore, find yourself faced with an 
appeal from the Army Benevolent Fund for funds. 
This appeal may be in the form  of a flag day or. in 
the case of those who are still serving, on the occasion 
of some regimental day such as Minden or Almanza. 
May we suggest that, when considering your reaction 
to the appeal, you bear in m ind that, in helping the 
Fund you are, at the same tim e, helping your own 
regimental association.

It may be of interest to our readers to know 
that there are those among them  who consider that 
the day of the Regimental Past and Present Associ­
ation. Old Com rades’ Association, call it what you 
will, is over. They advocate the merging of the 
regimental benevolent funds w ith those of the Army 
Benevolent Fund and to leave it to the central fund 
to deal with all requests for assistance. There are 
others who would defend the present m ethod of 
helping past members of the Regiment on the 
grounds that one central organisation is a much too 
impersonal affair. W hatever views we may hold on 
this subject it is well never to lose sight of the main 
object of all regimental associations, which is to 
preserve esprit de corps and to foster friendships 
forged during regimental soldiering. This can 
never be achieved by one central organisation..
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In  conclusion, may we th an k  the correspondent 
who suggested that we should  publish the names of 
the ed ito rial staff of the Jou rn a l. A fter considerable 
research into old copies o f b o th  regim ental magazines 
we can find no precedent fo r  th is , and perhaps it is 
better that we should preserve ou r anonymity, thus 
avoiding pack drill.

REGIMENTAL NEWS
Suffolk Section R eunion  1962.

The notice w hich app eared  in the last issue of 
the Journal is cancclled.

N ow  that the 1st B attalion is  in  British Guiana 
the Suffolk Section R eunion w ill be held on Sundav 
29th July, at B L EN H E IM  C A M P , Bury St. Edmunds! 
by kind perm ission of the B rigade D epot Commander!

F u rth e r details have been sent to all Branches

Regim ental D inner.
T he Regim ental D inner will be held at the 

United Services C lub in L ondon  on Friday, 28th 
Septem ber, 1962.

R egim ental Ties.
T he Regim ental C om m ittee  has decided that 

there shall be two regim ental ties, and these may be 
worn by all ranks past and present. They are

(a) The form er Royal N o rfo lk  Regiment tie of
red and yellow strip es on a black back­
ground. O b tainab le  from  the regimental 
tailors.

(b) A dark  blue tie w ith alternate  IX and XII 
superim posed by a  crow n of gold. These 
can be obtained from  R.H.Q.. Price 13/6 
plus postage.

Officers’ Club M em bership.
T he R egim ental C om m ittee  has agreed that 

officers of o th er arm s who have been held on the 
posted strength of one of the  battalions of ihe 
Regim ent should be eligible fo r  membership of the 
Officers’ Club.

Officers’ Benevolent Fund.
It has been fu rth er agreed  that all applications 

fo r assistance from  this Fund shall be considered by 
the Benevolent Fund Sub-C om m ittee comprised of 
fo rm er officers o f the Suffolk R egim ent and past and 
present officers of the 1st E ast Anglian Regiment.

PE R S O N A L IT IE S
M ajor P. D. F. T hursby has assumed command 

of 3rd Bn. Parachute Regim ent.

Successful candidates a t the W ritten Examination 
for Staff College and Technical Staff Courses include 
C aptains P. C. Ford. M. L. H enderson. J. G. Jones, 
J. P. M cD onald. D. C. T h o rn e  and M. E. Thorne. 
The twin bro thers David and M ichael Thorne have 
been allo tted  vacancies at the  Staff College for the 
coursc com m encing in Jan u ary  1963.

C aptains S. G . Beck an d  D. L. Clarke have 
passed the practical exam ination  for the Staff College.

Lt. Col. J. M. Petit is shortly  going to the 
M inistry of Defence in a G ra d e  1 appointment.



M ajor A. H. Athill expects to re tu rn  to  the U .K.
from Kenya in  August.

M ajor A. W. J. Turnbull rejoins th e  1st B attalion
in the autumn.

M ajor F . E. I. M ason becomes T ra in in g  M ajo r 
with the Suffolk and C am bridgeshire R egim ent next 
January.

M ajor T. H. Styles rejoins the B rig ad e  D ep o t in 
August to take command of H.Q. C om pany.

M ajor J. G. Starling commences a n  attachm ent 
to the Parachute Regiment in August.

M ajor W. C. Deller will a ttend  th e  A m erican 
Staff College fo r a year comm encing in  July.

Captain M. L. Henderson becom es A d ju tan t o f 
4th Bn. Royal Norfolk Regiment early  n ex t year and 
will be joined there by M ajor A . Jo an n y  who 
relieves Captain T. W. C hatting as Q .M . T he la tter 
will go to the 1st Bn. M ajor Jo a n n y ’s ch a ir a t the 
Brigade Depot passes to Captain C. E . H o w ard  o f the 
1st Bn.

Captain B. J. M. Gunton, who h as  h a d  to  re tire  
on account of disability, has joined th e  U nion Cold 
Storage Company in London where h e  expects to 
stay fo r a t least a  year. H is present ad d ress  is :—  

57a Abingdon Villas,
Kensington,

London, W. 8.

M ajor W. J. T. Pryer visited R. H . Q. w hilst on 
leave from  Uganda. On his return, h is  address will
b e :—

P.O. Box 1,
Tororo,

Uganda.
We are very sorry to h ear o f  th e  prolonged 

period in Hammersmith H ospital o f  the  w ife of 
Lieut. Col. G. T. E. Grey, and hope  it  will no t be 
long before she has completely recovered.

Colonel A. M. Cutbill, M .C., h as recently 
returned from a trip  to Hong Kong w h ere  he basked 
in the sun and is now back in  the Y o rk sh ire  C lub.

We are pleased to hear that th e  o p e ra tio n  on 
his eyes was a complete success a n d  w e hope  to 
see him at the Reunion.

Captain R. D. Gowring left fo r  K enya  on  1st 
June to join 3rd Bn. K ing’s A frican R ifles. H is address 
is Langata Camp, Nairobi, Kenya, B .F .P .O . 10.

EXTRACTS FROM THE LONDON GAZETTE 

3rd October, 1961
Regular Army.

The undermentioned Officer C ad e ts  from  the 
Royal Military Academy, Sandhurst to  be 2nd Lt. 
29th July, 1961

John Anthony Varley 
Adrian Christopher M alim .

17th October, 1961
Capt. J. G . Starling, M.C., to  b e  M ajor, 21st 

October, 1961.
P apt', H. C. Emsden to b e  M ajor, 21st 

October, 1961.

1 9 6 1 L t p w - Morton to be C aptain . 7 th  Septem ber.

24th October, 1961 
Territorial Army.

M aj. L. S. L. Brown is placed on the U nattached 
L ist, 1st A p ril, 1961.

31st October, 1961
Brig. G . R . T u rn er C ain, D.S.O., A .D .C., to  be 

supernum erary  to  E stablishm ent, 15th Septem ber, 
1961

3rd November, 1961 
Territorial Army. Suffolk.

2nd Lt. S. J. Brown is confirmed in his appo in t­
m ent as 2nd Lt., 9th Septem ber, 1959. T o be Lt. 
1st O ctober, 1961.

10th November, 1961
Regular Army.

Lt.-Col. D . U. F raser, M.B.E., (Emp. L ist 1) to 
be su p ern u m era ry  to  Establishm ent, 14th Novem ber,
1961.

14th November, 1961
Regular Army.

Lt. C h ris to p h er A ndrew  Scott M ather from  
Reg. A rm y, Nat. Ser. L ist to  be Lt., 21st Septem ber, 
1961 w ith sen iority  19th Septem ber, 1959. T o be 
Lt. 21st Sep tem ber, 1961 w ith seniority  7th July, 1961. 

24th November, 1961
Territorial Army. Royal Norfolk.

2nd L t. E. B. W arrington is confirm ed in his 
ap p o in tm en t a s  2nd Lt., 29th N ovem ber, 1959 To 
be Lt. 27th N ovem ber, 1961, with seniority  27th 
N ovem ber, 1960.

Cambridgeshires.
2nd Lt. A . K. C heckley is confirm ed in  his 

ap p o in tm en t a s  2nd Lt., 27th N ovem ber, 1959. To 
be Lt. 27th N ovem ber, 1961.

5th December, 1961
Regular Army.

Lt. (Q .M .) H. H . N orm an to  be C aptain  (Q.M.), 
6th D ecem ber, 1961.

19th December, 1961
Regular Army.

C apt. W. C. D eller to be M ajor, 21st Decem ber.
1961.

C apt. J. D. A. F itzgerald  to  be M ajor, 22nd 
D ecem ber, 1961.

C apt. H . N. D . Pullen to be M ajor, 22nd 
D ecem ber, 1961.

22nd December, 1961
Regular Army.

Lt. R ich a rd  John A bbott from  Reg. Arm y Nat. 
Ser. L ist to  be  2nd Lt., 26th O ctober, 1961, with 
sen io rity  17th June, 1960. T o be Lt., 26th October,
1961, w ith  sen io rity  28th July, 1961.

26th December, 1961
Regular Army.

Lt. (Q .M .) M cColl to  the C aptain  (Q.M .), 27th 
D ecem ber, 1961.

9th January, 1962 
Territorial Army. Royal Norfolk.

Lt. H. G ledhill from  R. H am pshire to  be Lt., 1st 
N ovem ber, 1961, w ith seniority  9th Septem ber, 1959.

16th February, 1962 
Commands and Staff.

Brig. M . A. H . Butler. C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., is 
app o in ted  G enera l Officer Com m anding 2 D ivision 
and  is g ran ted  tem porary  rank  of M aj-G eneral. 20th 
F ebruary , 1962.
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T erritorial Army. Suffolk and Cam bridgeshire.
2nd Lt. G. A. Jones from  A.E. Reserve of 

Officers, Nat. Ser. List, 1 East Anglian to be 2nd Lt. 
1st December, 1961 with seniority 4th June, 1960.

2nd Lt. G. A. Jones to be Lt., 8th February ,
1962.

27th February, 1962 
Territorial Army. Royal N orfolk.

2nd Lt. P. T. S. Child from  Gen. List to be 2nd 
Lt. on probation, 1st January, 1962 with seniority 
20th October, 1961.
Regular Army.

Officer Cadet John How ard Keep from  the Royal 
M ilitary Academy, Sandhurst, to be 2nd Lt., 22nd 
December, 1961.

9th M arch, 1962
Regular Army.

Col. W. A. Heal, O.B.E., late Infantry, retires on 
retired pay, 1st M arch, 1962.

13th M arch, 1962 
Territorial Army. Royal N orfolk.

Capt. (Acting Maj.) R. Boulton, T .D., to be 
Major, 15th M arch, 1962. w ith seniority 1st July, 
1957.

16th M arch, 1962
Regular Army.

Short Service Commission.
2nd Lt. J. W. Mackay to be Lt., 22nd February,

1962.
23rd M arch, 1962 

Territorial Army. Suffolk and Cam bridgeshire.
Lt. P. F. Catchpole from  R. Lincolns to  be Lt., 

1st February, 1962, with seniority, 2nd July, 1959. 
27th M arch, 1962

Regular Army.
Capt. B. J. M. G unton retires on account of 

disability, 31st M arch, 1962.
6th April, 1962

Regular Army
Lt. P. K. R. Ross from  2 E. Anglian to be Lt.. 

11th April, 1962, with seniority 1st Decem ber, 1960. 
10th April, 1962

Regular Army.
Brig, M. A. H. Butler, C.B.E., D.S.O., M.C., to 

be Maj-General, 20th February, 1962.
17th April, 1962

Regular Army.
Lt.-Col. W. C. Smith, O.B.E., from  Infantry to 

be Colonel, 15th January, 1962, with seniority 13th 
March, 1961, and with precedence next below M. W. 
D. W illiams, O.B.E., M.A.
Territorial Army. Suffolk and C am bridgeshire.

Capt. D. S. Sach to be M ajor, 9th January, 1962. 
Lt. R. S. H ollins is granted the acting rank  of 

Captain, 9th January, 1962.
24th April, 1962.

Territorial Army. Royal N orfolk.
Capt. (Acting M aj.) P. W. Raywood to be M ajor 

28th April, 1962, w ith seniority 3rd Septem ber, 1958. 
27th April, 1962

Regular Army.
Capt. L. A. Palm er to be M ajor, 4th Decem ber,

1961.
11th M ay, 1962

Regular Army.
Maj. A. J. Robertson to be Lt.-Colonel, 23rd 

January, 1962.
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GENERAL NEWS
G eorge K night Clowes M em orial Essav [Qm

P riz e s : 1st Prize £35.
2nd Prize £15 

C losing date : 31st M arch, 1963,
Subject :

In the recent past Arm ies have relied on 
reservists to bring  units up  to war establish­
m ent on  m obilisation  and the British 
E xpeditionary  Forces sent to France in 19U 
and 1939 included a high proportion of 
reservists. Some critics doubt if, under 
m odern conditions, th is m ethod of reinforcine 
units is still practicable. They doubt if we 
can rely on alw ays having the time, or means 
to  do  so— especially in the case of B.A.O.R.

D iscuss in general term s the problems of 
service reserve personnel and with special reference 
to re in forcing  Arm y units, in Germ any and elsewhere 
overseas, in an  emergency.

The Arm y A rt Society.
P a tro n  : H .R .H . Princess M arina, Duchess of 

Kent.
T h e  Society, w hich exists to encourage Art in 

the A rm y and  sister Services, is holding its 31st 
E x h ib ition  fro m  5th—  12th September, 1962, at the 

C henil G alleries,
K ings R oad, Chelsea, S.W.3.

A ll ranks o f the Arm y, Royal Navy and Royal 
A ir Force, past o r present, perm anent o r temporary, 
may subm it w orks fo r consideration.

T he Society is an  entirely  unofficial organisation 
and fo r  several years very successful exhibitions have 
been held in  L ondon each autum n. Service artists 
can derive m ore interest from  their hobby by aiming 
a t subm itting  w orks for the exhibitions, which also 
gives them  an o pportun ity  to com pare their standard 
and style w ith  others.

A s the Society is non-profit m aking, the entrance 
and hanging fees a re  kept as low as possible.

In tend ing  E xhib ito rs are invited to apply for 
particulars to  :—

Hon. Secretary, Arm y A rt Society,
W. A. Arnold,

4 West D rive G ardens.
H arrow  W eald, Middlesex.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
M arriages.

FA IR H O L M E  —  H A N N A N .—On 28th March,
1962, a t W atton , N orfo lk , M ajor W illiam  Fairhotme 
to  M iss A nna Rose H annan.

Deaths.
M IL N E S.—O n 17th M arch, a t Tonbridge, Col. 

F rank  A nthony M ilnes, late the Suffolk Regiment, 
aged 61 years.

W IL L IA M S —O n 29th M arch, a t his home in 
Colchester, Sergeant W alter W illiams, D.C.M., late 
the N orfo lk  R egim ent, aged 73 years.



H A R V E Y — O n 13th A pril, at  the  W est N orw ich 
Hosnital, C.S.M. Isaac (Buddy) Harvey, la te  the N o r­
folk Regiment, in his 70th year.

ANNISON.—On 21st M ay, a t Cam berley. W il­
liam Annison. late Sergeant M aster Cook, the N orfolk  
Regiment, aged 74 years.

O R T O N — On 23rd May, 1%2, a t St. Peter's 
Hnsnital London. W.C. 2, M ajo r John  O verton Cone 
Orton. M.C., A.F.C., late the N o rfo lk  Regim ent, aged 
72 years.

OBITUA RY

COLONEL F. A. M IL N E S died  on 17th M arch
1962, at the age of 61. after a  short illness. Tony 
Milnes was commissioned in to  T he Suffolk Regim ent 
from Sandhurst in 1919. A part from  fo u r years in 
Nigeria, most of his soldiering was spent with the 
Regiment, including the A djutantcy  or the 2nd Batt. 
in India and two very active periods in com m and of 
the 1st Battalion. He was a fine Regim ental Oflicer 
and a keen sportsman and horsem an.

When Eric Fraser was fa ta lly  wounded during  
the retreat to Dunkirk, it was fo rtunate  that M ilnes 
was at hand to succeed him in com m and of the 1st 
Battalion. He proved an ideal C om m ander during 
the retreat—calm, confident and  trusted  by all. His 
imperturbable manner inspired the  w hole battalion  
and there is no doubt in the  m inds o f those who 
served with him that, by his personality , he had a 
tremendous effect on the m orale o f the batta lion . On 
return to England, he threw h im self in to  the task of 
re-forming and training the B attalion . A lthough, in 
the event, he was succeeded before th e ir return  to 
France in 1944, it was he w ho laid  the foundation  
of their subsequent high standard.

Following the Staff College and liaison w ith the 
Netherlands Army in N.W. E urope, he was again 
appointed to the 1st B attalion in 1945, and was in 
command during the d isturbed tim es in Palestine 
and Egypt.

On his retirement in 1954. he took up a Retired 
Officer’s appointment at the W ar Office, where, as 
always, he mastered the subject.

He was twice M entioned in D espatches and was 
made a Commander of the O rd er of N assau with 
Swords.

Those who served under T ony M ilnes trusted 
him implicitly and loved him  greatly. T o the end 
he took an active and helpful interest in the affairs 
of the 1st East Anglian Regim ent, and we miss him  
greatly.

MAJOR J. O. C. O R TO N . T he N orfo lk  Regim ent 
Commissioned into the R egim ent from  Sandhurst 
in 1909, he later joined the 2nd B attalion in India 
from whence he went to M esopatam ia on active ser­
vice in November 1914. H e  w-as w ounded at the 
Battle of Shaiba in April 1915. m entioned in des­
patches and made a member o f  a Serbian O rder. He 
was subsequently seconded to  the  Royal F lying C orps 
and won the Military and A ir  Force Crosses. A fter 
the war he rejoined his R egim ent and was A djutant 
or the 5th Battalion from 1920— 24. He retired, 
receiving a gratuity in 1925. H e was a good all round 
sportsman and kept wicket fo r the regim ental cricket 
team for a number of years.

We extend our sym pathy to  his wife and 
children.

1st BATTALION

B A TTA LIO N  R EV IEW
The last review outlined the B attalion’s activities 

up  to  the  end o f January  1962. and ended " W ith  our 
regu lar streng th  steadily increasing, we look hopefully 
into the fu tu re  fo r some adventurous assignm ent 
overseas.” T h is  hope was to be realised very much 
so o n er than  the  w riter anticipated, when, on the 15th 
F ebruary , the Battalion was ordered to  British 
Ciuiana.

On the m orning of 15th February , the B attalion 
was situated  as follow s :— Its “ O ” G roup, half of 
B attalion  H ead q u arters and the whole of “ A ” C om ­
pany were eating , a t 4 a.m.. a splendid breakfast in a 
transit cam p a t O gbourne St. Cieorge in W iltshire, 
all dressed in cold w eather w arfare kit and ready to 
fly to the M oun ta ins of M ourne for an exercise there. 
The rest o f the Battalion were sleeping peacefully at 
H arw ich, bu t in readiness to com e down to W iltshire 
to  fly to Ireland  in a second lift. Precisely at 4 a.m.. 
the C O. was called to the telephone in O gbourne St. 
Cieorge and  the  follow ing conversation ensued :
V o ic e : " T h is  is W ar Office here. You are not 

going to  Ireland, you a re  going to British 
( iu ia n a  instead."

C O .: " O h yes ! W hen do we go ? T o -m o rro w ? "
Voice : “ N o today.”

T here  follow ed a day of quick thinking, rapid 
ac tio n  and  a  m ultitude of telephone calls. By six in 
the evening, A and B Com panies were at Stanstead 
airfield w aiting  to take off fo r British G uiana. They 
d id  so two hours later. The detailed program m e of 
this day  is show n elsewhere in the Battalion news : 
it m ay prove of interest to old soldiers who them ­
selves have been accustom ed to  quick moves in the 
past.

A and B C om panies arrived  at A tkinson Airfield, 
som e 24 m iles from  Georgetow n, the capital of 
B ritish C iuiana. on 17th February . They were at 
once sent in to  patrol the town, although still in their 
cold w eather w arfare  kit and with the tem perature 
stand ing  a t 80 degrees. They were followed, on 
F ebruary  18th. by Battalion H eadquarters and then.
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during the next three weeks, by the rem ainder o f the 
Battalion. A rear party  rem ains in England to  look 
after kit and barracks a t H arw ich, and also our 
womenfolk.

The situation in British G uiana, which brought 
about the need fo r this sudden move, is as follows. 
The party in power in the Legislative Assembly is 
the People’s Progressive Party, which is headed by 
the Premier, D r. Jagan, a m an with com m unist lean­
ings and one who is supported by the East Indian 
m ajority of the population. He is opposed in the 
House by the Peoples’ N ational Congress, a  party  
supported by the African m inority, and by a third 
party, the United Force, whose m ain strength is 
drawn from the Portugese business people. In early 
February the Governm ent brought in an extremely 
severe budget, the terms of which proved most 
unpopular with the people and particularly  with 
supporters of the P.N.C. and U .F.

Demonstrations against the budget, which a t first 
were peaceful, gathered in strength and bitterness as 
the month drew on until, on the 16th February the 
demonstrators burst into violence. Georgetown was 
set on fire and some $20,000,000 worth of damage 
done before the fires were eventually brought under 
control ; there was fatal shooting and looters took 
over the town. W hen A and B Com panies arrived  
on 17th February, they found that two companies of 
the Royal Ham pshire Regiment, together w ith the 
British Guiana Police Force, had brought the situ­
ation under control. However, there was need fo r 
immediate show of strength in the town and these 
companies showed it by constant and vigilant 
patrolling.

Settling into the country presented many prob­
lems. Having flown out the men were equipped only 
with personal weapons and the lightest possible equ ip ­
ment yet the unit found no adm inistrative support 
whatever in the Army sense of the word. Everything 
needed—housing, transport, food, etc.—had to  be 
found and accounted for by the Battalion i ts e lf ; 
buildings were taken over, transport hired o r 
borrowed, food obtained by local purchase and  so 
on. It was fortunate that the B attalion was given 
time to sort these m atters ou t w ithout having a t the 
same time to conduct an extensive I.S. operation, but 
patrolling in the town continued and was quickly 
extended into the country areas, particularly down 
the coast line where most of the  population live.

In addition to the local adm inistrative problem s 
the Battalion had to  set abou t sorting out the per­
sonal problems produced by the fact th a t the soldiers 
had left England at such very short notice. Some 87 
private cars were left standing on the barrack square 
at Harwich ; m any wives were left a t hom e in Eng­
land without the husbands even having been able to 
ring them up to say that they were going. T he rear 
party, and four officers who were flown back from  
British Guiana fo r this purpose after ascertaining the 
wishes of every single soldier in the battalion, have 
had a busy tim e putting these m atters right.

W hen we had tim e to look round we found that 
we had come to live among the most friendly people 
imaginable ; a complete m ixture of every race and 
colour they extended the open hand of friendship  
and a hospitality fo r which British G uiana is 
famous. Firm s, institutions and individuals alike 
went out of their way to m ake us as com fortable as 
possible and to m ake us feel a t hom e and we found
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Sketch M ap o f British Guiana.

am ong everyone a m ost gratify ing  respect and liking 
fo r the  B ritish soldier. The country itself behind 
the coastal s trip  w hich is some 50 miles wide, is 
large, w ild and  exciting.

T h e  B attalion soon settled down to the task of 
getting to  know  the country and its people. The 
pattern  of life finds one com pany on duty in George­
town, ready im m ediately to  come to the aid of the 
police should it be necessary to prevent trouble there. 
The second com pany is based on the country districts, 
m any of the men living on sugar plantations in 
buildings put a t their disposal by plantation 
m anagers. In add ition , p latoons have carried out a 
num ber o f adventurous patrols and training expedi­
tions in to  the in terio r, long distance patrols through 
the bush and over the  wide savannahs, expeditions to 
the K a iteu r Falls, the highest in  the world, “ Pork 
K nocking,’ 'the local term  fo r hunting fo r diamonds, 
patro ls to  villages alm ost lost such as Charity on the 
East E ssequibo coast. Soldiers have also been up in 
the N o rth  W est jungle districts learning jungle lore 
from  the A m erid ian  aborigines.

S port has provided the m ain recreation. The 
G uianese  have a passion fo r  all sports and particu­
larly fo r  cricket. W e find ourselves hard pressed to 
produce sufficient skill on the  sports field to take in 
the average local team  at any game other than 
football.

D espite  the full and varied life which the soldiers 
a re  leading in th is m agnificent country, nonetheless 
m any hearts and  m inds tu rn  towards England. We 
have as yet been given no date fo r our return, 
a lthough  we are  daily  expecting a statement from the 
W ar Office.



Serial

I.

2.

3.

4.

5.

REPORT OF MOVE OF 1st BN. 1st EAST ANGLIAN REGIMENT FROM U.K. TO BRITISH GUIANA.
Date/Tim e  

Feb. 1962
160330

160400

160430

160430

160430 
to 0600 
approx .

Event

S itu atio n  w ith  Bn. as follow s :
a. Bn R  G p  ) B reakfast a t  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  p rio r to  m oving to 

B n H Q . ‘A ’ P arty ) L Y N E H A M  to  em bark  in  B ritann ia  to  fly to  IR E L A N D .
A . Coy. )
T ake  off tim e  0700 hrs. All k it a lready  loaded  in  B ritann ia, including two 

landrovers w ith  fu ll trailers.
b. Bn H Q  ‘B’ P arty  ) A t H A R W IC H  w aiting  to  load  in to  Bn. tp t. to  leave a t 0700hrs 

E lem ents H Q  Coy) fo r  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E . T h is pa rty  was due to  fly 
B C oy ) to  IR E L A N D  on 17th Feb .

C .O. called  to  telephone  a t O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  by W ar Office. W as instructed  
by SD  2 and  M O  3 to  cancel th e  ex. to  IR E L A N D  (E X  M O BEX ) and  w as given 
w arn ing  o rd er to  proceed th a t sam e day to  B R IT ISH  G U IA N A . C .O. w as asked to 
assess as quickly  as possible the  tim ings a t  w hich he  cou ld  b e  ready to  m ove to 
B R IT ISH  G U IA N A .
R ep ly  to  serial 2 given d irec t to  W ar Office by  C.O. as follow s :
a. A  Coy.— ST A N ST E A D  1200, L Y N E H A M  1600
b. B Coy.— ST A N ST E A D  1500, L Y N E H A M  1900 
B oth Coys, a t 85 strong.

W ar Office said  they  w ould taclde A ir  M in istry  w ith a  view  to  getting from  them  a 
tim e a t  w hich  the  first a irc ra ft w ould be availab le  to  go to  B R IT ISH  G U IA N A  and 
w hich airfield  i t  w ould go from . T he C.O. asked them  to  press fo r  ST A N ST EA D  as 
being  the  nearest airfield  to  the  Bn’s base. M eanw hile the Bn. was to ld  to get 
them selves teed  u p  a t  bo th  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  and H A R W IC H  to  m ove to  
e ith e r airfield.

A series o f telephone calls betw een the  C.O. and  W ar Office, Southern  Com m and, 
L Y N E H A M . M ovem ents, H A R W IC H  and E ast A nglian D ist. concerning deta ils o f 
the m ove. T he first call to E ast A nglian  D ist. was m ade ab o u t 0600 asking them  to 
lay on  fo r certa in  ou tstand ing  inocu lations to  be carried  out.

Remarks

The kit loaded on the Britannia 
including all personal weapons 
and all personal kit as for  
combat.

This party had all its weapons 
and kit with it at HARW ICH.

C.O. was invited to  send two 
Coy. Gps. a t  approx. 100 m en 
each.

These tim ings w ere based on 
the  follow ing facts and 
assum ptions :
a. T h at A  C oy’s k it cou ld  be 
unloaded  a t L Y N E H A M  
im m ediately.
b. T h a t A  Coy. m oved d irec t 
to  the  selected airfield.
c. T h a t a balance of A. C o y ’s 
m en and all th e ir  “ I.S. pack  ” 
kit had to  m ove to  the  airfield 
from  H A R W IC H .
a. T h ings w ere set in m otion  
a t H A R W IC H  over the  tele­
phone and  the  p rep ara tio n  o f B 
Coy. went ahead  pretty  
sm oothly.
b. A  C oy’s p repara tions a t 
O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  
w ere delayed by the difficulty 
o f un load ing  the B ritann ia  a t 
L Y N E H A M . Eventually  th is 
k it was off loaded and collected 
by A. Coy. a t  1030, w hen A. 
Coy. m oved off fo r  H A R W IC H . 
By 0600 the  w hole pa rty  a t 
O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  
were w aiting  to  m ove (except 
that A. Coy. had  no t yet got 
their k it) and  were w aiting  fo r 
the decision as to  w hether take  
off was to  be fro m  L Y N E H A M  
o r STA N STEA D .



160830

160830
approx.

160930

161030

161200

161330

161400

161530

161545

161545

161600
approx.
161725

161800
onwards

War Office phoned C.O. to say that A ir Ministry had agreed that if we w ere to leave 
for BRITISH G U IA N A  on the 16th we would take off from  STANSTEAD. On this 
^  q  dcoidcd *
a. T h a t the  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  party  w ould m ove com plete back  to 
H A R W IC H  as soon  as possible. T he reason fo r m aking th is decision was th a t it 
w ould give A . Coy. a  b e tte r chance of teeing them selves u p  and tidying up  th e ir  kit 
in barracks before  leaving.
b . T h a t B. Coy. w ould  b e  th e  first Coy. to  fly of!.
W ar Office instructed  C .O . th a t arrangem ents had been m ade fo r  h im  to collect the 
B n.’s K .D . from  C O L C H E ST E R . T he Q.M . a t H A R W IC H  was in form ed accordingly.

R. G p . an d  Bn. H Q  'A ' Party  left O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  by road  fo r 
H A R W IC H .
A. Coy., having collected k it fro m  L Y N E H A M . left O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  fo r 
H A R W IC H
2IC rem ained a t O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  to tidy u p  affairs there.
C.O. rang  H A R W IC H  fro m  pub in BISH OPS ST O R F O R D  to  get sit rep. He 
discovered th a t Col. A /Q  had  m oved in to  his office in H A R W IC H  and  was con­
tro lling  affa irs fro m  there. T h is proved an  im m ense help and  covered the critical
5 hours d u rin g  w hich the  C.O. was m oving fro m  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  to  
H A R W IC H . He discovered also  th a t K .D . had been o rdered  d irec t from  C O L ­
C H E ST E R  to ST A N ST E A D  in  Bn. tpt.
Bn. R. G p. m et B. Coy., w ho had been despatched by Col. A /Q , en rou te  to  
ST A N ST EA D . O.C. B. Coy., w ho was w ith the  R. G p .. was b riefed  fo r 10 m inutes 
by 2 IC  B. Coy. an d  was pu t fully  in the  p ictu re  as to th e ir situation . T he Coy. then 
proceeded to  ST A N ST E A D  w hile O.C. B. Coy. proceeded to  H A R W IC H  w ith R. Gp. 
R. G p. a rrived  back  in H A R W IC H . C.O. took  over the reins from  Col. A /Q  of East 
A nglian  D ist. T h is went ex trao rd in a rily  sm oothly  and  the  C.O. discovered th a t the 
Col. A /Q  had  ironed ou t all difficulties facing  the Bn. a t the H A R W IC H  end.
O.C. B. Coy. left fo r  ST A N ST E A D  together w ith 8 m en of h is Coy. w ho had  been 
w aiting  inocu lations. T hese m en m ade h is  Coy. u p  to  th e  com plete first a irc raft lift.

21C a rrived  back a t H A R W IC H  from  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E . H e was given 
instrs. by th e  C .O . fo r  th e  m ove from  ST A N ST E A D  ; he checked on  certa in  item s of 
the  IS pack  w hich were then  being loaded fo r  ST A N ST E A D  and  then, a t 1600 hrs. 
left fo r  ST A N ST EA D . H is jo b  was to  con tro l the  m ovem ent o f all the  various bits 
and pieces a rriv in g  in ST A N ST EA D , from  arriv a l a t  the  airfield  in to  the a irc raft.
A. Coy. a rrived  back in H A R W IC H  from  O G B O U R N E  ST. G E O R G E  com plete w ith 
the  k it they  had unloaded fro m  the B ritannia  a t  L Y N E H A M . They w ere o rdered  to 
be ready to  leave H A R W IC H  fo r  ST A N ST EA D  by 1700 hrs.
1x3 ton load of IS Stores fo r  bo th  A. and  B. Coys, left H A R W IC H  fo r  STA N STEA D .

A. Coy. left H A R W IC H  fo r  ST A N ST E A D  together w ith a  balance of 18 m en from
B. Coy. T h e  to ta l fo rce  b ro u g h t th e  num bers u p  to  th e  to ta l lift o f 170 m en fo r  both 
airc raft.
The C.O. received fro m  the  2IC  a t ST A N ST EA D  reports on the  follow ing activities:
a. The kitting out with K .D ., the loading and departure o f B. Coy.
b. The kitting out with K .D ., the loading and departure o f A. Coy.
c. The transfer o f the balance o f kit and stores from STA NSTEAD to LYNEHAM  

where an aircraft was scheduled to take off at 171200 hrs. This lift o f  kit 
departed at the proper tim e on  17th Feb.

By th is  tim e B. Coy. (less th e ir 
Coy. Com d. a t O G B O U R N E  
ST. G E O R G E  and  certa in  m en 
w ho had  to  be called dow n 
fro m  C A M B R ID G E  and  else­
w here) w ere v irtua lly  ready  to  
go.



Pte. G oodw in, Sgt. B u tcher and  L /C pl. Ing ram  in the  M u n ic ip a l M arket, B oudra.

O FFIC E R S’ M ESS

A note of despair was to  be h ea rd  in the  last 
edition of the Officers’ M'iss notes. L ife  in H arw ich  
was bleak and the future looked  b leak  also. We 
have learned our lesson. It does no t do  to com plain  
of mundane postings. We are now in South A m erica  
far from  the bleak m ud flats o f  H arw ich . T o d ay  we 
gaze upon the arid  m ud flats of G eorgetow n. In 
retrospect Harwich shines w ith  the golden glow of 
European sophistication.

On arrival in British G u ian a  the Officers’ Mess 
was set up in the local Y .M .C.A . T h e  o d o u r of 
sanctity made a few officers uneasy b u t thanks to  
the untiring work of Bruce G o fton -S alm ond  as 
P.M.C. and the hard work of Sergean t B utcher and 
the rest of the Mess Staff, we rap id ly  dispelled the 
atmosphere of over m uscular C h ris tia n ity  and  settled 
down to as civilised a life as was possible. F o r a 
long time the Battalion O rderly  R oom , the C .O .'s 
Office and the “ I ” Section all shared  th e  sam e room  
as our combined ante/dining room  : it was th e re ­
fore a little difficult to de term ine  w here  one ended 
and the other began. B reakfast m erged into an  “ O "

G ro u p , lunch  in to  a p rom otion  conference and  <he 
usually  h igh  standards o f w itty a fte r-d in n er conver­
sa tion  w ere  m arred  by the persistent a ttem pts of 
th e  Signal P la to o n  to  con tact places w ith unlikely 
nam es. T h e  day th a t the P.W .D. carpen ters bu ilt a 
p las te rb o ard  wall dow n the centre o f the room , it 
w as C oca-C o la  ail round.

T h e  M ess has now m oved to fa r m ore elegant, 
if som ew hat c ram ped , quarte rs, the  silver has a rrived  
an d  soon  we hope to  be ab le  to re tu rn  the bountifu l 
h o sp ita lity  th a t has been show ered on us since arrival.

B ritish  G u ian a  is undoub ted ly  an  in teresting  
co u n try , th e  people a re  friend ly  and relaxed, the 
c lim ate  is n o t a t all bad  bu t despite  th is H arw ich 
grow s lo v e lie r every day. Perhaps we a re  never 
satisfied. Perhaps.

W e sa id  farew ell to  B rian  W hite  just before 
leaving E ngland . H e has gone to jo in  3rd East 
A nglian . M ike  D utton  has left the Arm y. W e have 
w elcom ed back  A drian  G illm o re  and D avid  Clarke 
w hom  we a lso  have to congratu la te  on  his m arriage. 
W e a lso  w elcom e Jo h n  K eep  in to  the  R egim ent,
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SERGEANTS’ MESS
Well, it started quietly enough. This quarter 

seemed the same as any other. Having trained  our 
first batch of recruits in the B attalion nothing seemed 
more natural than to go to the D epot with a boxing 
team and compare notes w ith o u r opposite num bers 
there. The boxing, lacking in skill but not in  spirit, 
was very enjoyable as were the lessons in “ poky 
die ” given very ably by C.S.M. Ted Holden, recently 
installed at the D epot as C.S.M. T rain ing  Com pany. 
B-S-E has nothing on B.G. Ted !

O ur next task, never a very pleasant one, was 
t> re-shuffle the companies in preparation fo r Ex 
A ir Mobex and for a few days it was not w ho’s who 
but who’s where ? The record fo r confusion in this 
lot is claimed by C.S.M. Sid Parker who from  D 
Company on the signal being given galloped sm artly 
to Sp. Company to collect B Com pany. Fortunately 
that particular signal was never given.

After a couple of practices on the square we 
were ready fo r our trip  to N orthern  Ireland and  we 
got the long awaited signal, but, it was the wrong 
one.

Well we all know (vaguely) what happened next. 
B Company screamed away to  the a irpo rt clad in 
combat kit and woollies, bu t o u r biggest question is 
how did Ron Evans manage to  get away with them . 
Somebody said he’s H.Q. Com pany. N ext away was 
Mick Fowler with A Com pany shortly followed by 
the Commanding Officer w ithout the R.S.M. Y our 
scribe promptly got lost and refused to answer the 
phone even to  various females who wanted to know 
“ W here’s my old man gone ? ”

Still all was well. B attalion H.Q. consisting of 
the R.S.M., C.S.M.s Parker and Downes, the R.Q.M.S. 
and most remaining Mess M em bers, got away on 
Friday, 23rd February. A sad note h e r e ; the plane 
which brought in Battalion H.Q. crashed on its next 
flight with the loss of some of the crew they had 
come to know.

On arrival in British G uiana we found the com ­
panies split and Battalion H.Q. allocated a  tennis 
club with a Scouts’ H ut fo r the Mess M embers.

On recap we discover th a t the rear party  a t 
Harwich consists of C.S.M.s Sm ith, Denny and Pratt, 
Sergeant Bryant and various others waiting fo r 
demob, postings, etc. Still the  handover of Dover- 
court Camp should keep them  happy ?

W e had very little difficulty in settling dow n in 
our new abode. The people, especially tne Scouts, 
were very pleased to see us and imm ediately fell over 
themselves to m ake us welcome, honorary  Scouts and 
all that “ you know,” bu t watch th a t two finger salute.

O ur first big night was a barbecue given by the 
Scouts to which we, ra ther dubiously, went in our 
newly acquired sports shirts (wow). I go no fu rther 
than to  say th a t judging by expressions a t breakfast 
on the Sunday a good tim e was had by all.

A fter several socials we had to  return  the k ind­
ness so a new mess had to be found which was 
suitable for the purpose. T he R.S.M ., a fte r m any 
tours of the town, finally selected a  large house on 
the m ain street so in we went. Sergeant Lawson and 
his merry men soon had the place shipshape and o u r 
first guests were the Scouts. T he P.M.C. (dutybound) 
welcoming the guests with the usual refreshm ent, 
discovered too late that the guests were under the 
impression that he was paying fo r the drinks and 
insisted on returning the com plim ent. Need I say 
he had a whale of a  time. Special m ention m ust be

m ade here of the M ess L im bo Cham pion Without 
a d o u b t the title  goes to Sergeant Evans not onlv fnr 
out hm boing  the lim boers bu t being able to tail 
m um bo jum bo as well. Well done Mac !

W ell we seem to  be abreast of time again It 
only rem ains to  say welcome to new arrivals in' the 
Mess, C.S.M. Denny, Sergeants M obius, Shanks and 
Jeffreys ; farew ells to  C.S.M. Bob Fowler, Seraeants 
Pooley, N ew itt, C.S.M. Fred Smith and C/Serseant 
Aspinall who leave us in July and nearlv Sereeant 
Place bu t he cam e back. y geant

C ongratu la tions to  newly prom oted C/Sergeants 
H arris and M arjoram  and also to C.S.M. Ted Holden 
on his increase in family.

HEADQUARTER COMPANY
C om pany C om m ander : M ajor A. H. V Gillmore 

C.S.M . : C.S.M. S. F. A. Parker 
C.Q.M .S. : C /Sergeant E. J. Sennett

Company Headquarters.
Since the arriva l in Georgetown of what we now 

dare to  call C om pany H eadquarters there have been 
so m any changes that records a ren ’t enough, physical 
checks a re  the o rder of the day.

O u r present O.C. (we’ve had three others since 
a rrival) touched down in the Legionaires’ Club com­
plete w ith som e queer looking hosetops and said 
“ L et’s go on the range,” the C.S.M. we’re sure 
w ould have to rn  ou t his h a ir bu t had already been 
beaten to it by the barber. Last seen by us he 
w andered up  the  road  m uttering  “ Range, Q.B.P.,
B.G. Police. V olunteer Force, crazy heads of depart­
m ents, bunch o f cowboys, give me a m ilk.”

O u r departm ents will probably produce their 
alib is elsew here, but m ention a guard or parade and 
the im m ediate reactions are  screams of detachment, 
signal ops., du ty  driver, you know the sort of thing 
we’ve heard  it all before.

O n the ligh ter side we have a  Company Canteen 
a t the  m om ent under the wing of L/Cpl. Cook and 
Pte. S ta f f ; the  profits m ust be fabulous. A certain 
officer has had the books fo r three days and hasn’t 
come up  fo r a ir  yet.

Special m ention m ust be m ade here of the Cooks, 
under Sgt. W orthy. They have fed us well, with 
very lim ited  facilities and stocks. “ Thanks boys, we 
apprecia te  it even if it doesn’t appear so at times.”

A t th e  tim e of going to  press we are keeping a 
careful eye on  ou r newly opened Regimental Can­
teen, “ T he W odan A rm s,” where we are  assured we 
can get everything. (Everything Cpl. Casey).

W e close these notes by congratulating out 
newly app o in ted  L/Cpls., both paid and unpaid, and, 
of course, expect the usual rise in their efficiency.

Signal Platoon.
T o  say th a t m uch has happened since pen was 

last pu t to  p ap er w ould be a  m asterly understatement. 
However, it is nevertheless true.

D u rin g  January  the cadre continued for the 
unclassified signallers w hilst the classified ones were 
either used as cadre instructors o r despatched on 
skiing expeditions in Scotland. Those who went over 
the B order were L/Cpls. H arper and Smith. Ptes Ball 
and H ayter. Pte. Brewin went even further afield 
and vanished to  A ustria fo r a spell of skiing with 
the A m erican  Army.

O n January  15th the P latoon moved on P®P6r 
only fro m  “  B ”  C om pany into H.Q. Company. This
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A Patro l in a  backw ater o f the Rio D em erara.

significant move went unnoticed by m ost in the 
Battalion, although the Platoon felt it most acutely 
as reporting to the company office now involved a 
long trek through the camp. W orse still, it involved 
passing within “ the field of f ire "  from  the R.S.M .'s 
office, who is hardly the cham pion of the Signal 
Platoon cause, as they well know.

On Tuesday 22nd. the telecom m unications in ­
spection began, and it was noticeable th a t S Sgt. Fox 
spent more and more time on the range. However, 
all went well and both Inspector and S Sgt were 
satisfied with the ensuing report.

Early February saw us preparing  fo r the exer­
cises in Ireland and Yorkshire due later in the m onth. 
Battered wooden boxes were pulled ou t o f dark 
corners and equipment thrust into them  ; 3 vast 
bags of sawdust were acquired from  a  local sawm ill, 
polythene bags were drawn up and everyone set to 
packing kit.

L/Cpl. Charlton and Pte Mills w ere able to 
escape for a few days to sea with the N avy, and had 
an enjoyable time by all accounts.

T h e  15th of F ebruary  saw the beginning of the 
exodus to O gbourne St. George prior to the flight 
over to Ireland o r so we thought !

T he next few days follow ing the 15th form  
m erely a b lu r in the mem ory, everyone w orking like 
D ervishes sorting  ou t kit. re-packing kit and stacking 
it follow ing o u r fast return to Harwich. The only 
ones who m issed this period of frenzied activity were 
those who w ent straight off with “ A ” and “ B ” 
C om panies to B.Ci.. namely C'pls. RatclifTe and Crook, 
L /C pl. C oble, Ptes. M ills. Brewin. W inney, Herd and 
Cox. T hey, however, were not w ithout problem s 
too, especially  on arrival in B.Ci. when they really 
discovered w hat signals equipm ent they had brought 
ou t w ith them  !

Life ou t in B.Ci. has been varied if nothing else. 
T h ere  have been periods of very hard work, and also 
of considerab le  lack of activity. Most classified 
signallers have been on detachm ent ou t of G eorge­
town since a rriv a l, and as the unclassified brethren 
im prove th e ir M orse they, too, have spells away from 
the m etropolis. At the time of writing, the Platoon



has now taken over Ihe running of the signal centre 
on the departure of G arrison H.Q. fo r U.K. In 
addition, the Call Net from  Battalion H.Q. ou t to 
the substations a t New Am sterdam , Leonora, Kwak- 
wani and Mackenzie is, to a  great extent, m anned by 
regimental signallers. All in all, work in B.G. is 
proving excellent training and experience for the 
Platoon.

As these notes are being written the Signal 
Officer's stay in B.Ci. is rapidly coming to an end 
prior to his possible posting to M alaya, and some 
of his impressions are perhaps worth recording. 
Impressions such as that of ( pi. Boon's sunshine 
induced tan ; of Sgt. Shank’s permanently furrowed 
brow and bent form  tilling in an A.F. G. 1033 ; of 
Cpl. Cranfteld’s reign of terro r in the town astride 
his m otor cycle doing D R . runs ; of the Platoon s 
notable trium ph over the Sergeants' Mess at basket 
ball ; of the Paym aster’s rapid reduction to a state 
of nervous collapse due to the proximity of the Call 
Set in the H.Q. and the constant cries of “ A lpha 
N ovem ber" that went over i t :  of the R.S.M .'s 
increased love for the Platoon thanks to Morse 
training periods being carried out close to his desk 
at the Portugese C lub ; so the impressions flood the 
mind.

In closing, we welcome Pte. Robinson to the 
Platoon from 3 E. Anglian, Pte. Pochin from  training 
and Sgt. Bullock from the wastes of “ B ” Company 
prior to his going on an R.S.I. Course. Perhaps the 
most noLible arrival and departure was that of Pte. 
Davis, who somehow stowed away on a (light com ing 
to B.G. and was promptly flown out again two days 
later. (Being the resident U.K. storeman).

Finally congratulations to Pte. Brown on getting 
married and to L/Cpl. D urran t and Pte Bidwell at 
being prospective fathers, and thanks to the whole 
Platoon from Lt. Lunn fo r m aking his term  of 
office such an enjoyable one. May they all continue 
to flourish.

Intelligence Section.
1.0. : Capt. B. M. Murphy.

I.S. : Sgt. H. M. High.
I. Clerk : Pte. Bentick.

The intelligence section came out from under its 
dust sheets with the movement of Battalion lac .
H.Q. from Harwich to Georgetown on the IXth 
February. 1962. On arrival the section, al that tim e 
commanded by Captain Ford, had to build up a 
complete organisation from  nothing. Captain Ford 
and his staff were able to lay their hands on a few 
maps of Georgetown itself and one or two maps of 
the country areas. All these maps were old and 
inaccurate, but after a reasonably short period of 
very active patrolling the inaccuracies were corrected 
and a great deal of valuable inform ation was gained.

ft soon became apparent that political intelli­
gence was going to have an important role in the 
Battalion's initial activities. Captain M urphy was 
therefore brought in to assist Captain Ford with the 
political matters.

Shortly after this C aptain Ford was called to 
higher things and went to become 2nd I.C. of “ A ” 
Company, just in time, incidently. to wangle a free 
trip  back to England.

fn the comparatively short time he was with the 
section he created an efficient organisation and also

penetrated the jungle to a depth of 72 miles flndino 
m any strange anim als, but. alas, no d iam onds

O w ing to the lack of m ilitary intelligence the 
work of the section has been devoted largely to aw  
ing the likely moves of various political parties7„h 
to get the “ feel " of the populace. To this end 
Sergeant High and Private Bentiek have devoted a 
g reat deal of then w orking tim e and spare time

Pte. Bentick in particular is now an expert on the 
feelings ol the younger and prettier female portion 
ol the Indian ( om m um ty. Both Sgt. High and Pte 
Bentick have also covered a lot of the more inacces 
si hie parts of the c o u n try ; Sgt. High havin',, 
penetrated the diam ond-m ining country to a depth of 
112 miles in thick jungle and Pte. Bentick havins 
visited a rem ote A m erindian settlement close tn ih* 
V enezuelan border.

C O R PS O F  DRU M S
•• Black F riday ,” as February 16th is known here 

was “ Blue Friday ” fo r all the Drummers. I mean 
it is a bit disconcerting  even for the keenest of us 
to wake up one m orning expecting to go on three 
weeks leave only to find yourself that same evening 
on a plane bound fo r the o ther side of the world.

H ow ever, we soon recovered from  the shock and 
settled down to enjoy the trip  which to say the least 
was luxurious and well com pensated for the loss of 
leave. T here  was only one drawback ! We had a 
very efficient steward instead of a pretty hostess. We 
stopped for a couple of hours a t Gander, Newfound­
land, spent the night a t Baltim ore, U.S.A., at a very 
sum ptuous hotel and had a chance to see the night 
life o f that town. It is remembered yet.

W hen we arrived at A tkinson Field, British 
G u iana, the D rum m ers were allocated to different 
com panies as riflemen or medics and soon began 
tra in ing  with weapons again. Although the “ A ” 
C om pany wallahs try to use the fact that it was a 
D rum m er who fired the first shot in B.G. as a point 
of derision , we all know the truth is that Talbot, 
sensitive lad that he is. was so appalled by the 
slovenly riot drill of his platoon that he decided 
letting off a shot was the only way to wake them 
up. W ell, o f course, it's only to be expected.

A lthough we all enjoyed ourselves in the rifle 
com panies on  o u r trips into the country around New 
A m sterdam  and Leonora, where we made a lot of 
friends, we were no t sorry when, with the easing of 
tension we re-form ed as a C orps of Drums.

Rehearsals started alm ost immediately for the 
Q ueen 's B irthday Parade. Unfortunately we have 
not got o u r own Band but we have joined forces with 
the local Police Band and are getting along well 
together.

R ehearsals fo r any parade tend to become mono­
tonous a fte r  a while but thanks to the latest 
brainw ave of our C om m anding Officer we shall not 
die of boredom , lt was his idea to form a “ Steel 
Band ” from  the C orps of Drum s and that idea is 
well on the way to becom ing a reality. We must be 
careful though or we are liable to lose our identity. 
I have h o rrid  visions of being welcomed in England 
as the Steel Band of the 1st East African Regiment. 
W hat with our sun-tan and everything it could be 
difficult. Luckily though, we are also known as 
" V ikings." If we sling that name around a lot ol 
course they m ust realise who we are because every­
one knows the " V ikings ” never went to Africa ■ 
D on 't they ?
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Native accom m odation in Sandhills V illage on  the west bank of the Rio D em erara

Now that things are quiet out here and we’ve 
had time to get organised, m ore a tten tion  is being 
paid to our material comforts and no t the least of 
these is the new club which we've just opened 
Things are improving all the time, so I think our 
stay in B.C. is going to be a happy one.

Before 1 end. I'd just like to send a message to 
all those “ white m en "  in w indblow n Harwich. 
“ Don’t you wish you were here ? "

Call from the Cookhouse.
During the move to Ireland for Exercise M obex. 

“ A ” and “ B ” Companies were a lerted  to move 
to British Guiana. " B ” Company left w ith Pte 
Murray on the 16th February. “ A " C om pany left 
on the 17th February with L/Cpt. G oodall. Cpl. 
Couling and Pte. Lugo arrived with B attalion  la c  
H Q. and kept the fort going until Sgt. W orthy arrived  
with 13 cooks to make the C om panies up  to strength.

New arrivals to join us from  the U.K. are  C'pl. 
Taylor and Pte. Chapman. We hope they enjoy their 
Stay with us.

The rear party is left in the capable hands of 
M aster C ook  S.(J.M.S. W oodcock who had to be left 
behind in o rd er to recuperate after his strenuous time 
cooking  fo r the people who took part in the m aking 
of the film “ T h e  Longest Day,” in France.

I he first two weeks were rather rough on the 
cooks, but they are now settling down to better con­
ditions. U n d er the most difficult conditions the cooks 
have proved their w orth, and though w ithout any 
( j. I09X equipm ent and having to im provise at each 
and every stage, they m anaged to produce an excellent 
meal every time.

T hanks m ust go to the P.W .D. who has now 
built an excellent kitchen adjo in ing  the Legionaires’ 
C lub.

Sgt W orthy  now has six kitchens to supervise, 
and th rough  the shortage of transport must use his 
feet. Now firm rum ours are in circulation  about 
“ M ight as well be in the In fan try .”

We have had a succession of Messing Officers 
since o u r a rriv a l in British G u iana  and so we must



read Battalion Orders to find ou t who next will be 
breathing down our necks.

In closing we m ust say a fond farewell to  Pte. 
Bryant who has left us fo r the m ore active life in a 
Rifle Company.

M.T. Section.
M.T.O. : Capt. (Q.M.) H. H. Norm an.

M.T. W.O. : W .O.ll R. H. H. Pratt.
M.T. Sgt. : Sgt. J. Bates.

The problem of where to  spend the block leave 
in May has been neatly solved for us by higher 
authority. Towards the latter part of February and 
all through March, groups of the Battalion have been 
Hying out to British G uiana via Halifax, New York, 
Boston, etc.. and landing on a very hot and dusty 
Atkinson Air Base in G uiana. Here we were all 
greeted with the time honoured cry " ( i e t  your knees 
brown."

The section is split up amongst the Com panies 
at the moment with detachm ents at New Am sterdam  
and Atkinson A ir Base. We have another small group 
under CpI. Hutchings out in the bush. Our vehicles 
must be the most unusual in the British Army and 
range from seven ton A ustin diesels to a M orris 
Minor. Some of them would qualify  fo r the London 
to Brighton annual race. The country itself is a hard 
one for the vehicles, as roads a re  almost non-existent, 
and cross-country driving is the order of the day.

The M.T. Office is in the civilian Police Barracks 
and the office staff, who have in their tim e had cer­
tain differences with the Police, are now firm 
"d rink ing  p a r tn e rs” with the Police Riot Squad. 
This liaison was alm ost ended on Easter M onday, 
when CpI. “ Ju n g le"  Green nearly started a riot. 
However, all ended well and norm al relations were 
resumed.

Since we arrived here, the section has been well 
represented in every aspect of Battalion activities. 
Sgt. “ Mac " Evans flew up country for a few days 
to a place that no one can spell. Pte. “ Eddy ” 
Hockley spent the night in the bush when his vehicle 
broke down, and of course the drivers attached to 
the rifle companies have had their share of travel. 
It is understood that a Platoon of “ B "  Com pany 
paid a visit to the local brewery, taking with them 
CpI. Ellam and Pte. Cham pion. Full reports are not 
yet through but we assume the usual brewery visit 
episodes took place.

Congratulations to CpI. and Mrs. Russell on the 
birth of a daughter.

Many and varied are the rum ours that are c ir­
culating about how long we will remain out here, 
but we have one little man, Pte. “ the Dreaded 
G o b b le r” Hughes who left his false teeth back in 
Harwich and cannot remember where they are. He 
obviously wants to go home.

Social life in the city of Georgetown cun he 
quite interesting with many clubs and bars offering 
the usual attractions. Probably the best thing about 
the country however are the opportunities for fishing 
and shooting if one can get the time and the contacts 
with the necessary equipm ent. Visits have been paid 
by members of the Section to estates up country and 
alligator shooting has been arranged on several 
occasions.

In the event of the B ritannia and Castle being 
published before our return to the U.K.. we wish all 
members of the Section rem aining in Harwich the 
best of luck.

B attalion  O rderly Room .
O.R.C.S. : C/Sgt. Vaughan.

O.R.C. : Sgt. James.
B efore the O rderly R oom  begins to relate all 

the gory details of its share in the “ B.G Campaign ” 
we feel we ought to devote a few lines to recording 
the com ings and goings of the staff which since the 
Berlin days, has changed alm ost beyond recognition

We were very sorry to see Pte. Doug Pallett 
depart to the R.A.P.C. in February  (never could stand 
the pace of the infantry, you know). No sooner had 
we said  “ Chet Heel Chow ” to Sgt. Bert High than 
he had escaped to the Intelligence Section muttering 
abou t '■ Bunch of som ething or other.” L/Cpl Thur- 
kettle and Ptes. W hitem an, Warwick and Wilkins 
have all forsaken us for the m ore gentle life of a 
rifle com pany. By this tim e you may think there is 
no one left in the Orderly Room  to keep the 
B attalion on  the straight and narrow , but don’t worry 
we still m anaged, with the quiet “ efficiency” the
B.O.R. is renowned for. to m uster Sgt. “ Til have to 
go sick with my f e e t” James, CpI. “ Gripps ” Dods- 
worth, L /C pl. “ Puncbey ” D ixon, L/Cpl. “ days to 
do ” B arrett, and Pte. “ Slim ” W hitman, to come to 
British G uiana to sort out the situation. These five 
stalw arts, in between sorties into the wilds looking 
after the R.S.M .. battled with the far greater diffi­
culties of life in the Y.M.C.A. They are now very 
adept a t w orking in gale force winds, typing with 
one hand and holding the machine down with the 
other, and con tro lling  the crowds of local boys who 
want to join the B ritish Army. W ith the aid of 
“ D o cto r ” A rm strong from  the Unit Pay Office we 
m anaged to deceive some of the aforesaid locals into 
believing that they had undergone an Army medical, 
with the “ Piece de Resistance " being a blood test 
with a razor blade !

W e have now forsaken the Y.M.C.A. for the 
luxury of C am p House where there are tables in 
plenty and even a little privacy. Capt. Hopper is 
now holding the reins again after temporarily handing 
them over to Capt. T revethick, the Assistant Adjutant, 
whilst he paid a fleeting visit to the U.K. to sort out 
the R ear Party a t Harwich.

We have now been joined by the “ non- 
com batants ; nam ely C/Sgt. Vaughan and Cpl. 
Gaffer, who arrived  in April to grab their share of 
the glory and are now undergoing the first effects of 
sun burn. (Actually, you have to watch the Chief 
C lerk as he is apt to slip in a word or two about 
Egypt just as you are enthralling another new arrival 
with the stark horrors of your personal war story).

In closing this exciting “ Active Service ” edition 
of o u r  notes and in o rder to give them  that South 
A m erican flavour we would just like to quote that 
little catch phrase that is fast usurping “ Up the 
V ikings ” i.e., “ You like B.G. m orn.”

Band Notes.
Bandm aster : Mr. G. A. Holben, A.R.C.M.

Band Sergeant : S/Sgt. George.
T his year began, as we expected, on January 

1st in spite of m any irritating  rum ours to the con­
trary. Everything progressed smoothly until, on 
F ebruary  16th. the B attalion suddenly took umbrage 
and flew off to B ritish G uiana. If it was something 
we said. I'm  sure we're all very sorry but there was 
certainly no need fo r them to leave us holding the 
bag in such a high-handed manner. It took us all ot
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three weeks leave to recover from  th e  shock of our 
ordeal. Not wishing to be the ugly ducklings o f the 
outfit, we decided to rejoin the B atta lion . We loaded 
our kit on to trucks, drew up o u r K .D . overcoats and 
waved goodbye to our wives and fam ilies. U nfor­
tunately, nobody seemed keen to  give us a lift to 
South America so we had to  put every th ing  back 
where we found it. I don’t qu ite  know  w hat went 
w rong: perhaps we d idn’t take en o u g h  um brage 
although I ’m sure we packed enough  of everything 
else.

During, and in spite of all th is feverish  activity, 
we still managed to  complete o u r program m e of 
concerts to East Anglian schools. W e played a t 13 
different schools in all and covered a d istance of
1,500 miles which was not bad going, a t  least some 
of it wasn’t. The fanfare party has now  got into its 
stride. On 25th April, they played fo r  the H arw ich 
Beauty Queen who thought it was a ll very tuneful 
although a trifle draughty. The band  supplied  m usic 
for a short parade at the U .S.A.F. base a t M ildenhall 
on the 27th April and then give a sho rt m arching 
display which was much apprecia ted . I th in k  the

engagem ent w hich m ust rival the Congham  cricket 
m atch is one  w hich we were called upon to perform  
at Bury St. E dm unds on Sunday, 29th April. A t this 
event, a team  of highly trained  daffodils gave a short 
disp lay  of grow ing before an invited audience of 42 
highly app rec ia tiv e  bandsm en. Even dust blown 
over from  the ruins o f G ib ra lta r Barracks could not 
d e tract fro m  the skill and precision of the 
perform ance.

Social life  w ith in  the band is still a little re­
stricted  b u t a  trip  to  London was arranged fo r the 
England— A u stria  football m atch. T he outing proved 
a com plete success a lthough the w eather did its best 
to dam pen  th e  day. We w ould like to take  this 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  congratu late Bdsm. Philbrick  on the 
b irth  o f h is second son and also Bdsm. Sm ith on the 
b ir th  of h is daughter. A nother recent event fo r  which 
we offer o u r  good wishes fo r the fu ture  was the 
m arriage  o f Bdsm. “ T ubby ”  H indm arsh. H e is now 
posted to  Bury St. E dm unds with the rank  of L/Cpl. 
and we w ish him  well there, although he will be 
sadly m issed in the band. Ex-Sgt. D ickinson is now 
a C pl. in the  Intelligence C orps and we recently sent

coconut plantation. A native  gathering green coconuts fo r  the cool m ilk inside.



him  a well deserved, inscribed pewter beer mug along 
with our good wishes for the future. Bdsm. T aylor 
has now left us for Civvy Street, having relinquished 
his appointm ent as Firelighter-in-Chief. It was 
entirely due to his efforts that eight m em bers of the 
hand did not catch Mu' this year.

We are still m aintaining ou r impeccable standard 
of football skill and, although there are seldom 
spectators at our matches, it always sounds as though 
there are. We entertained the Band of the Royal 
Fusiliers to a game of football in April. Both bands 
supplied two teams and I’m glad to  say that we won 
both matches with a score of 7 goals to 2. We also 
managed to beat a team  from  the Norwegian Navy 
4—3 in an Inter-Services International Match held at 
the back of a caravan camp in Dovercourt.

We began a very welcome fo rtn igh t’s leave on 
May 1st and. at the moment, we are rehearsing fo r 
our coming summer season of retreats and what-have- 
you. To assist us in this. Cpl. R aper has been called 
to the cymbals and L/Cpl. Jobes has been strapped 
to the bass drum. W ith Cpl. Baxter on side drum , 1 
can say without the least lear of contradiction that 
we have the heaviest drum  rank in the British Army. 
A couple of months ago it was rum oured that a 1st 
class Trade l  est was to be held and several m embers 
of the band took to the baton. There has been 
little news of the test recently, hut it will no doubt 
take place in time.

Since the Battalion left, the band has been 
supplying regular guards fo r the cam p and. although 
this chore is not welcomed with open arms, it is 
suffered without fuss o r com plaint. Our sum m er 
programme looks fairly  hectic and we look forw ard 
to meeting many old friends in our travels about East 
Anglia this year. The rum our from  B. Com pany 
washhouse concerning a move to Felixstowe which 
was published in our last notes has now been con­
firmed by civilian employees in D overcourt Camp. 1 
may even be able to give the date o f this move in the 
next issue of this magazine. Until then I will bid 
you a fond farewell.

“  A ” COM PAN Y
Company C om m ander: Maj. E. W. A. Power.
2 I.C. : Capt. P. C. Ford.
C .S.M .: W .O.II M. S. Fowler.
C.Q.M.S. : Cl  Sgt. L. Child.
Admin. Sgt. : Sgt. L. Shorter.
No. I PI. : Lt. C. A. S. Mather.

C/Sgt. I. M arjoram .
No. 2 PI. : Lt. P. k . R. Ross.

Sgt. J. Jones.
No. 3 PI. : Lt. R. J. Abbott.

Sgt. J. Watson.

The company notes for the last issue of 
Britannia and Castle were w ritten round a fitfully 
burning coke fire in a draughty office in Harwich.

The author wearing greatcoat and gloves did the 
best he could with a frozen typewriter. The contrast 
this time has to be seen to be believed. Blazing sun. 
waving palm trees, and Lt. Ross’s parrot chewing up 
the notes as they are being written.

The transform ation from  Harwich to G eorge­
town was to say the least, ra ther hurried. The full 
story will be told in the general notes. Briefly, on 
February 16th the company m oved from  D overcourt 
Camp to Ogbourne St. George preparatory to Hying 
over to Ireland the next day to take part in a
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Battalion exercise. After a road journey of some 
eight hours the com pany were fed. allotted flights for 
the next day and told to rest. In the very early hours 
ol the m orning lights were burning in offices tele 
phone calls were made, orders given but what where' 
no one knew except the privileged few. Soon in an 
a ir of m uch speculation and rum our the companv 
was on the way back to Harwich, again by road but 
at a very m uch faster rate. On arrival we were told 
ou r destination , British G uiana, and then a mad two 
hour sesson follow ed. N om inal rolls, re-packing 
reinforcem ents, ineligibles, orders and counter orders 
but. at the requ ired  tim e, the company paraded 
embussed and were taken to Stanstead Airport. ’

A fter a m eal and an issue of K.D. the company 
em planed in a B ritannia a ircraft and off we went to 
o u r first stop -G a n d e r A irport, Newfoundland. We 
arrived at approxim ately  0630 hours. W hile the plane 
was refuelled we had a quick cup of coffee and then 
to the am azem ent o f the a irp o rt staff the company 
did P . l . The w eather was some degrees below zero 
but the exercise warm ed us up and dispelled any 
feeling of tiredness o r lethargy.

From  G ander it was an uneventful flight to 
A tkinson Field arriv ing at six in the evening, local 
time. T he plane had barely touched down when the 
C om pany C om m ander was whisked away for an “ 0  ” 
group while the com pany prepared for a quick move; 
on his return  the company embussed and proceeded 
to Cieorgetown. It was dark and we could not see 
much of the country but on m oving into George­
town we saw the sm ouldering embers and ruined 
build ings left overs of the trouble the day before.

O ur first billet was in Q ueen’s College and on 
arrival the platoons went straight out on patrols and 
road blocks. So it continued fo r the next four days, 
the Cl  Sgt. and his stall working miracles with hot 
m eals and tea at all hours o f the day and night. Due 
to the efforts of the Com pany Com mander, the com­
pany moved quarte rs to the M ariners Club where we 
are at the present m oment. W ithout question it is 
the best com pany location  and we are the envy of 
the rest of the B attalion. We have our own swimming 
pool, bar. b illiard  and table tennis tables, an excellent 
lawn fo r volley ball and sun b a th in g ; in fact, the 
lot. Several m em bers of the upper hierachy of 
B attalion H.Q. gazed at our surroundings with a 
speculative eye. M urm urs were heard to the effect 
that it would m ake a nice Officers’ Mess, Battalion 
Orderly Room . H.Q. C om pany billet and so on but 
all to no avail.

M ajo r Pow er successfully resisted all efforts and 
suggestion to dislodge us, possession being ten points 
of the law in this case. As the tension eased so did 
the tem po of life. Platoons now go out on detach­
ment fo r a week or ten days, keeping an eye on sugar 
estates, power installations and the like. Then a 
spell back in G eorgetow n guarding vital points and 
preparing for the next spell up  country. In this 
period we have also m anaged to get in some range 
work and training.

Adventure train ing is also well to the fore. 
Parties have gone up country to learn how to live in 
the jungle with A m erindian guides to help them. 
The com pany is gradually being re-armed with long 
bows, arrow s and blow pipes. No. 2 platoon has 
also been on a river trip  lasting two days and 
thoroughly enjoyed themselves. The C.S.M. how­
ever looked at the very small alligator that was shot 
and at the am oun t of rounds expended with a very



Street scenes in G eorgetow n a fte r  the rio ts o f lf>th January .

jaundiced eye. At this stage the C orps of D rum s 
who were attached to the com pany and w ho were an 
integral part of the platoons, had to leave us and go 
back to their normal duties. We were very sorry  to 
see them go. In particular, m ention m ust be m ade 
of CpI. May who ran our medical side and C'pl. 
Pilbro who ran the company canteen.

The company held a party  at the M ariners C lub, 
a band and one of the leading calypso singers in the 
colony, and a limbo dance team en terta ined  us. A 
certain large gentleman who shall be nam eless was 
seen to dance the twist with the lim bo dancer, this 
evoked much comment.

We also congratulate the O.C. on his w indfall 
which was announced the same evening. H e was 
wholeheartedly toasted by all ranks.

On the lighter side, one Platoon Sergeant led his 
platoon into the bush to chop m aterial to  erect a 
camp. He came out with all fingers bandaged. W hat 
went wrong; something s lip ?  The rem arks of Sgt. 
Watson, after he'd drunk a mug full o f liquid  con­
taining Sgt. Jones’s teeth do not bear th in k in g  about.

Space does not permit to m ention all who have 
com e and gone in "A lpha ."  C aptain  Mills has gone 
to the Sultan  of M uscat's Arm ed Forces and M ajor 
Pow er is now  at the helm C aptain  Ford  now is 
laden w ith all the cares o f second in com m and. To 
every  one w ho has gone we say good luck and  come 
and  see us w henever you can  and to all arrivals 
welcom e and  m ay y o u r stay be a happy one. And so 
to finish on o u r  usual note,

-  L U C R U M  C H R ISTI M IH I.”

“ B ” COMPANY
C om pany C om m ander : Maj. I. A. H aycraft.

2 I.C. : Capt. D. T. Smith.
C.S.M. : W.O.II R. Evans.

C O M S. : C/Sgt. J. N ichols.
Still b rav ing  the cold and rain of Harwich 

du ring  the la tte r part of January. CpI. W ilson and 
L /C pl. L loyd suddenly becam e very am bitious and 
hard  w ork ing  due to the announcem ent that there 
w ould be an R.S.M .'s Parade and an A d ju tan t’s Drill 
Parade every week. M eanwhile, whilst lying in his



“ B ’’ Coy. rehearse R iot D rill w ith requ isitioned  transport.

com fortable bed in the M ilitary  H ospital in C ol­
chester, L/Cpl. Stocker was grieving over the fact 
that he was missing these parades. Back a t Dover- 
court Camp arms checks were taking place to  ensure 
that the Arms Storem an was too  busy to attend such 
things as M uster Parades and D rill Parades. The 
Com pany Office, being in the hands of a novice clerk 
namely Pte. Flower, also becam e very busy.

Meanwhile the brass of the com pany were ho ld­
ing “ O ” G roups to sort out the  headaches and snags 
of the forthcom ing operations such as “ D ark  N ight ” 
and “  M obex.”

The Commanding Officer had the whole Battalion 
on parade in the Gym nasium  to  explain that from  the 
1st of January the whole Battalion would be on 
standby to turn ou t a t very short notice with com plete 
kit packed and ready to go anywhere. The Battalion 
stood down from  this state of readiness at the end 
of January and we then started to  prepare fo r the a ir  
mobility exercise in Ireland. However on 16th 
February  we were told that there  was trouble in one 
of the many countries we protect, and that we were 
to  fly there straight away. Security restrictions were 
imposed, and men were not allowed to contact the 
outside world. In a m atter of a very few hours we 
were on our way to emplane a t Stanstead A irport. 
After some twenty-two hours flying we arrived in 
British G uiana by way of N ew foundland—6,500 from  
England and home.

W hat the com pany has achieved since you will 
read in the platoon notes.
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N o . 4 Platoon.

4 P latoon was taken over in January by 2/Lt. 
Keep. A fter a week in “ A  ” Com pany we moved 
across to  “  B ” C om pany which is now ou r permanent 
home.

A fte r the m ove we got down to training for Ex 
M obex in the snow of Ireland. As we searched 
every co rner fo r extra warm  clothing, and stuffed our 
kit bags with blankets, we little dream ed that all we 
w ere going to  need was the barest minimum.

I th ink  we will all rem em ber Friday, 16th Feb­
ruary. The P latoon started early  in preparing for 
the m ove to Lyneham  to fly to Ireland. The remain­
ing officers w ho were not already at Lyneham were 
eating breakfast, with the knowledge that it was to be 
the last com fortable  meal fo r  several days, when the 
“ bom bshell ” was dropped.

T o recount the sequence of events from  the time 
we were told th a t B ritish G uiana was o u r destination 
until we a rrived  would only bring back painful 
m em ories to Sgt. Jeffrey, and lead him  on to counting 
h is grey hairs.

On o u r arriva l here we had some reinforcements, 
and are  pleased to welcome from  the Regimental 
Police L/Cpls. Pearl, T horogate and Hall. They have 
discovered th a t crim e does pay, and show no great 
eagerness to re jo in  the sheriff and his posse. From 
the “ m uscle factory  ”  we welcome L/Cpl. Harrold 
Reeve.

Since the platoon has been in B.G. we have led 
a  very busy, and  on the  whole, interesting life. Our 
jobs vary from  guard duties to discovering practical



Cpl. Wilson and his m onkey.

routes into the interior. We have spent some time 
manning the outposts of the colony, one a t New 
Amsterdam, the other at Leonora.

Our first journey in the footsteps o f Col. Faw cett 
was to Kwakania, 120 m iles inland. T he p latoon 
stuck itself in six Land Rovers and set off. Six hours 
later six very battered vehicles arrived  a t M ackenzie. 
Two only were in any condition to  finish the fifty odd 
miles.

Cpl. Sainsbury’s section qualified itself a t “ Mules- 
manship,” so fa r they don 't look too  bow legged, 
but L/Cpl. Thorogate seems to experience some trouble 
sitting down. Cpl. Sainsbury, L/Cpl. T horogate. 
L/Cpl. Reeve, Ptes. Taylor, H alls, G riggs, Dexter. 
Moss and Preston distinguished them selves by sinking 
their boat in a canal miles from  anyw here. A rescue 
party left at five o’clock in the m orn ing  and they 
were back with us by midday.

During one night spent in the jungle M ann. Ell- 
wood, Squires and Hitchen learned the hard  way that 
to leave camp was easy enough bu t getting  back was 
a different matter. C.S.M. Evans and  Sgt. Jeffrey 
went out to look for them, and afte r a  considerable 
feat of tracking brought them  back.

Cpl. Reeve’s section experienced som e difficulty 
with boating on the Essequibo R iver, w ith Squires 
baling. Hitchen rowing with a log. assisted by M ann; 
Hitchins found it too much and fell in.

We have achieved no notable success against 
the local people at cricket. A pparently  they are  born 
with a ball in one hand (and a bat in the other). Even 
Cpl. Lake our fast bowler m akes little  im pression 
upon the solid straight bats w hich tu rn  even the  best 
pitched ball to the boundary. H ow ever a t soccer we 
can hold our own.

W hile on detachm ent we have been well looked 
a f te r  by  C pl. W ilson and Pte. Crem er, who have kept 
the  stew an d  brew  burn ing  m errily.

Recce Platoon.
PI. Com m . ; Capt. R. D. Gowing.

Asst. PI. Com m . : 2/Lt. J. W. Mackay.
PI. Sgt. : Sgt. Curson.

C hange has been the keynote of the  Platoon since 
o u r last notes. T he new comers to  the p latoon 
include CpIs. B lackburn M.M . and Brunning, Ptes. 
Buckle, C arm an , C arter, Collins, Day, F razer, Gage, 
H arw ood an d  M urphy.

W e spen t January  preparing fo r the Annual 
A d m in is tra tiv e  Inspection which, owing to the course 
o f events d id  not m aterialise. Ptes. C urry, Deeks. 
the  K ing B rothers, and Sergeant were luckier and 
spent tw o weeks ski train ing . L ater in the m onth 
the  P la toon  m oved to  the R.A .F. base a t W aterbeach 
n ear C am bridge, and toured Soham, H averhill, Ford- 
ham , Shelfo rd  and Trum pington. O ur task in these 
a reas was tw ofo ld—coaching boys fo r  their attem pts 
a t T he D uke of E dinburgh’s Award, and pu tting  on 
w eapon dem onstra tions fo r the local Arm y Cadet 
Force  D etachm ents. O ur favourite  haun t became 
the  R ising  Sun and rousing choruses o f “The V ikings” 
cou ld  be heard  drifting  from  there m any wintry 
evenings.

On the m orn ing  of Friday, 16th February , Capt. 
G ow ing’s sleep was broken by a phone call and an 
o rd e r to  get back to  H arw ich a t once. W ith  our 
usual dash  we were en route in ha lf an  hour. On 
a rriv a l a t  H arw ich we found  as they say a t Hythe 
“ m axim um  activ ity .” R um ours as to  o u r destination  
w ere silenced by the 3-15 B.B.C. News —  British 
G u ia n a —an d  there was a rush to  the E ducation 
Office fo r w orld  maps.

We jo in ed  “ A ” Com pany fo r the m ove and 
flew ou t fro m  Stanstead, Essex, in a B ritannia com ­
plete w ith fo u r hostesses. A t G ander, w hile the 
plane refuelled , we did P.T. on a  runway in 10 
degrees o f  frost and four feet of snow.

Instead of a reception com m ittee from  G eorge­
tow n we w ere met by a lone M ajor who placed the 
steps in  position  and ordered us to the town as soon 
as possible. D uring  the next five days, however, we 
guarded A tk inson  Airfield and a fte r this job  went to 
G eorgetow n where we rejoined B Com pany.

Leonora  was o u r  next base and to get there  we 
crossed the  first o f o u r m any rivers, the Dem erara. 
Perhaps it was th is fluvial experience w hich caused 
Sgt. C urson  and Pte. P lant to act a s  if  they were 
characte rs o u t o f T reasure  Island. O ur first job at 
Leonora  w as to patrol villages and to  sail up the 
B oerasim e C anal to  the W arim ia R iver, in a replica 
o f the  A frican  Queen.

G u a rd s  in G eorgetow n, patrols along the coast 
and a n o th e r river patro l— the M ahaicony th is tim e— 
practising  and  perfecting rio t and am bush drills, kept 
us busy fo r the follow ing weeks. Capt. G ow ing dis­
covered th a t the flank position is to be avoided during 
am bush  d rill as he struggles his way through swamps 
o n  one occasion, all the tim e being exhorted by 
sten to rian  bellow s from  Sgt. C urson, “ K eep up on 
the left, th ere  S ir.”

We sa id  goodbye to Capt. G ow ing on the 26th 
and w ish h im  luck and good hunting  fo r his three 
years’ to u r w ith the  K ing 's A frican Rifles. 2/Lt. 
M ackay replaced h im  as Platoon Com m ander.
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We then crossed another river—the Berbice— 
fo r our next tour of duty in New Am sterdam . W hile 
there we did road and bridge surveys and several 
members of the P latoon began to look upon them ­
selves as transport experts. A t the tim e of w riting 
we are preparing to go on a  week's “ Jungle 
T rain ing.”

Am ongst a lo t of mem ories perhaps the follow ­
ing stand out. Thom pson falling into a “ Paddy 
Field  ” during am bush drill to  the  cries of “ tough ” 
from  Curry and Sergeant. W oodhouse clim bing a 
coconut tree as fast as any native, and the King 
twins alm ost being sent home and then staying at 
the eleventh hour and silencing taunts about their 
tender years with their request “ They tried to tell us 
we’re too young ” on the Forces request program m e. 
A part from  these instances there  is the general 
Guianese hospitality second to none, and a night in 
the jungle with C.S.M. Evans w hich taught us m ore 
than a boyhood devotion to T arzan  films, though we 
were a trifle sceptical about stories of vam pire bats 
that Cpl. Brunning brought back from  his jungle 
train ing week.

A t sport we have proved ourselves to be one of 
the most successful soccer team s, thanks m ainly to 
L/Cpl. Hempstead, Ptes. Dennis and May, bu t m en­
tion must be made of the P latoon Com m ander and 
Platoon Sergeant who, though regarding the ball as 
the wrong shape, managed to pull their weight. F o r  
swimmers British G uiana has been a paradise and 
now all but two of us can swim.

These few m onths have indeed been enjoyable 
ones and we feel that the experience gained as a 
rifle platoon, and as jungle dwellers will stand us in 
good stead wherever we may be a t the tim e of the 
next issue of the Regim ental M agazine.

Support Platoon.
PL Comd. : Lt. P. P. D. Stone.

PI. Sgt. : C/Sgt. F . H arris.
PI. Sgt. : Sgt. A llright.

The snowy weather, O peration  “ Spearhead,” and 
the R.E.M.E. Inspection did nothing to help 1962 on 
its way for the Platoon. However, the thaw soon set 
in, and thanks to  a com bination of hard w ork and 
fast talking on the part of Sgt. Thom pson, the A nti- 
T ank Platoon received an  “ Excellent ” report from  
the R.E.M.E.

In early February  the great reorganisation took 
place, and half our num bers w ent to “ A ” C om pany 
to  form  their Support Platoon. O ur com m iserations 
go with them. O ur Platoon now consists of half the 
M ortar Platoon and half the A nti-Tank Platoon under 
Lt. Stone and C/Sgt. H arris, L t. H orrex having been 
despatched on a  Support P la toon  C om m ander’s 
Course.

Friday, 16th February, 1962 started as an o rd in ­
ary day. “ B ” Com pany prepared to  move to 
Ireland fo r Exercise “ M obex.” The ensuing rapid  
move to South Am erica does no t bear repeating.

British Guiana.
O ur first job on arrival in  B ritish G uiana was 

Town Patrols. These were enlightened by the hosp­
itality o f the locals, and the m any birds of various 
kinds to be seen a t close quarters, the whole P latoon 
becom ing keen ornithologists w ith  the exception of 
N apier who carried out a rap id  bu t thorough study 
of local spirits, both legal and illegal.

A fter a short period in Georgetown we moveH 
to New A m sterdam  and took up residence in a new 
school. T he b ird  w atching m em bers were deliehteri 
to discover an  equally  fine selection of briehtlv 
coloured birds. Like Georgetown, many of them 
being so tam e as to com e when called. CpI Goodrum 
became the expert of b ird  calls, closely followed by

D uring  o u r stay H im fen and Clow obtained 
m onkeys, and a small but “v ix o u se” alligator was 
obtained fo r C apt. Sm ith. O ur return  to Georgetown 
afte r ten hard-w orking days was reminiscent of a 
zoological expedition. T he m onkeys remained with 
us under protest, bu t the alligator was hastily 
dropped in the  canal outside Q ueen’s College where 
it will doubtless grow to a great size on compo 
fishermen.

L eonora  was our next port of call. We found it 
difficult a t  first to ignore the “ Butlin ” like facilities 
but soon got down to patrolling the area. Number
3 Section spent a  night on W akenam  Island. All 
seven, plus k it and  rations, squeezed themselves into 
a H illm an taxi fo r  a tr ip  across the island. In honour 
o f th e ir visit the pubs stayed open an extra half hour, 
o r  perhaps no one dare  tell N ap ier it was closing 
time.

Sgt. A llrigh t having joined us in order to keep 
an  eye on  the  A ssault P ioneer elem ent in the Platoon, 
carried  ou t a  deep recce in to  the mysteries of the 
d rainage canal system, producing a m ap which the 10 
has yet to  figure out.

Lt. S tone w ith a crew  consisting of Cpl. Sparrow, 
L/C pl. C auston, Ptes. Cox, H im fen, Williamson, 
Slinn and  H utchinson, set sail in the opposite direc­
tion  a long  the B oerasirie C anal to  see the lock gates 
a t W am ir m ade by Ransom es and R apier of Ipswich. 
D uring this tr ip  an oil pipe in the engine burst and 
sprayed oil in all d irections, m ainly at the Platoon 
C om m ander.

On ou r re tu rn  to G eorgetow n we discovered that 
we were lodgers w ith “ A  ” Com pany at the Mariners 
C lub. A fter a stay of three weeks, during which the 
various delights o f G eorgetow n were tasted, we moved 
back to  Q ueen 's College.

U p  to  the tim e of w riting we have spent most of 
ou r tim e learning how to live in the jungle, and have 
been responsible fo r  the  small townships of “Basha’s” 
springing up a round  A tkinson Airfield. Our master­
piece w e feel is the m odern a ir  conditioned township 
o f K am pong Bury St U lu situated in virgin country 
fourteen  m iles from  Atkinson. The construction of 
this m asterpiece could be com pared w ith the con­
struction  of the B urm a-Siam  railway. Indeed, towards 
the  end, ou r m aster bu ilder Sgt. A llright could be 
heard  m utte ring  in lapanese  as he honed his cutlass 
to  even finer lim its.

Ptes. K enny and D ixon bu ilt themselves an all 
m od. con. basha in record tim e ; Hem sley continued 
to chop  dow n trees fu ll of h o rn e ts ; Cpl. Sparrow 
becam e o u r expert on  dangerous re p tile s ; L/Cpl. 
C auston, C arlile  and Brown saw how fast they could 
w alk to  A tkinson and then consum ed twenty seven 
bottles o f fru it juice to  cool off. Cpl. Goodrum has 
been m istaken fo r an A m erindian  by the  Company 
C om m ander. H im fen chopped down no less than 
five trees in  o rder to get one a tap  palm  on the ground, 
and H ockley still brews up  in fo u r hours flat.

W hether we shall be here by  the next issue of 
B ritannia and Castle notes rem ains to be  seen, but 
by then  Bury St U lu  will seem like hom e so who 
cares.
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TH E W ODAN A R M S
Ever since Op W indsor I I  sta rted  there  has been 

a need for a Battalion club, fo r  here  in B ritish  G uiana 
the N A A F I  has not found itself in a  position  to 
provide normal facilities outside its H Q. a t A tkinson 
Field This need has now been partia lly  filled by the 
onening of the “ W odan A rm s,” th e  un it pub 
established in the B.G. T eachers’ A ssociation  here in

G£0 This'building has been ren ted  and a considerable 
number of modifications c a rried  out. A b a r  has 
been constructed by the R egim ental P ioneers, who 
with the aid of a num ber o f vo lun teers from  the 
Corps of Drums, have done extrem ely well. Sgt. 
Huxtable has given a great deal of his tim e and 
experience to stocking and ru n n in g  of th e  d u b , w hilst 
Cpl Mick Casey has taken over the  day to  day 
running of the place. U nder th e  d irection  of these 
two stalwarts Ihe place is beg inn ing  to  look like  a 
club and gradually acquiring th e  a tm osphere  necessary 
to make it the meeting place fo r  m em bers o f  the 
Battalion and their friends.

As a safeguard to its respectab ility  an d  insurance 
Cpl Whiffen, our hardw orking Post N .C .O ., has 
moved in alongside Cpl. Casey as a  perm anent lodger. 
It has not yet been fully explained as to  quite  w hat 
his motive for this move really was, bu t w hatever it 
is he has certainly make a g reat co n tribu tion  to the 
place, and his willingness to  do  all he can fo r the 
club is more than welcome.

So far there has only been one sho rt period of 
difficulty and this was corrected by (he D rum s agree­
ing to take their steel band aw ay  from  the building 
until such time as it has been tuned  and has achieved 
a degree of proficiency not lik e ly  to affect all those 
within earshot of it. Many an  Irish  o a th  was m ut­
tered before this final solution w as agreed upon.

By the time the next issue o f this m agazine takes 
place, a great many interesting activ ities will have 
taken place in the club to rival the sea wall (no t in 
activities) making more w orth  w riting  about.

FOUR M EN IN  SE V E R A L  BOATS
“ Meet Mr. Giles at the T ran sp o rt and  H arb o u r 

Wharf at 17.00 hours M onday."
So we did, the “ w e ” being  C.S.M . P ark er and 

Ptes. Whitman, Bentick and C lark e  plus 2 boxes of 
compo and enough gear to last us 7 days.

Frank Giles we discovered on  arriv a l was a post 
office controller and was taking us on a  to u r o f his 
district which was to start w ith  the M .V. Pom eroon 
at 6 o’clock, Our very first d iscovery w as B.G. tim e 
is not the joke its made out to  be. Beating the clock 
seems to be a full time occupation . T h e  ship  sailed 
at 5-15, we’ve wondered since how th e  passengers 
who arrived half an hour early  m ade out.

The cruise on the Pom eroon  was to  go on  till 1 
a.m. on Tuesday when we w ould arrive  in the m outh 
of the Pomeroon River. I th in k  we w ere all ra th e r 
surprised at how the ship did m anage to  stay on top 
of all that water, one of our n u m b er looked decidedly 
seedy at one stage.

Our next step on a sm aller boat w as to last fo r
5 hours and we found the locals very cu rious about 
the sudden appearance of 4 soldiers, th a t is if they 
knew we were soldiers. We w ere ap paren tly  the first 
to go to that area. They p ro b ab ly  dism issed us as 
very large schoolboys in ou r identical uniform s.

On arrival at Acquero we w ere in troduced to Mr. 
Bill Segger, the last rem aining D istric t C om m issioner

in  B ritish G u iana. H e had, we discovered, spent 17 
years here and  orig inated  from  Shotley. We were 
show n to  his guest house w here we were to spend the 
next tw o days. T he villagers, ra ther shy a t first, came 
n earer and n eare r un til eventually we were asked to 
pose fo r  a p h o tograph  and were im m ediately pa rt of 
the  fam ily.

On W ednesday we left w ith Bill Segger fo r a 
qu ick  look over h is province. Am ong the m any 
th ings we saw, a  road being hacked ou t o f the jungle 
w hich  w ill eventually  be 25 miles long, linking 
K aitum a to Q uebane on the  river W aini, saving 
practically  a d a y ’s journey by boat. Back along the 
road  we w ent to  the launch which took us to the 
Santa R osa C hurch  and School w ith its 450 children 
w ho w ere so qu iet and shy a t seeing us suddenly 
a p p ea r in th e ir  assem bly hall, I noticed all of us 
tak ing  qu ick  glances a t the various b lackboards and 
the standard  was com parable with o u r own. F rom  
there back  by launch to A cquere fo r a swim in the 
creek  fo llow ed by drinks and pictures in th e  D .C .’s 
house.

T hursday  and tim e to  depart. Reluctantly we 
sa id  farew ell to  everybody who had m ade o u r stay 
so p leasant, back  in to  a launch and off we w ent once 
again  dow n th e  Pom eroon. We stopped and  made 
the acq uain tance  of the p roprieto r o f the T rium ph 
S tores w ho seem ed to  stock everything in h is stores 
and  w ho presented each of us with a  calendar to 
rem ind us o f o u r  passing.

A rriv ing  a t C harity  a t 3-30 p.m. we were met by 
Saurk , a d riv er who took  us to A nna R egina where 
we m et M ike and Jenny Adam s (H arw ich), C ris and 
Ju s tin  Sanger. G erald  Hawes, and D avid and Jean 
A tkinson. T hese English fam ilies all em ployed on 
the T ap ak u m a project (a 3 year scheme to irrigate 
the area) m ade us very welcome as fellow E nglish­
men. gave us accom m odation  and begged us yell if 
there  was an y th ing  we required.

O u r first evening was spent as guests o f Gerald 
Hawes, the  only single m em ber of the staff and over 
d rinks we becam e fa irly  conversant w ith the object 
o f the p ro jec t and learn t a few new card games.

O n F rid ay  once m ore o u r driver Saurk collected 
us and  took  us on the  most picturesque route over 
the project, o u r  lunch being provided by L im  Sharkey 
of the b ro ad  Irish  accent. L im  insisted that o u r tour 
w asn’t com plete  un til we had seen High Point, and 
rode th rough  T apacum a. W iaka and M ainstay lakes, 
so back in to  a  launch and off we went. On th is leg 
o f the  jo u rn ey  we m et our first snake, “ harm less ’ 
said Lim  so off I w ent to  take a photograph of it. 
Suark  got very agitated  ab o u t th is insisting that it 
w asn’t harm less ; so, a fte r a photograph. L im  killed 
it and on m easuring  it found it was exactly nine feet 
long. W e still d o n ’t know w hether it was in fact the 
dreaded  B ushm aster o r  not. R eturning to  Anna 
R egina we fo u n d  th a t o u r evening had been planned 
fo r  us once again  and  a very pleasant evening it was 
rem iniscing ab o u t their last stay in England and  the 
likely length o f ours in B.G.

S atu rday  a rriv ed  and m ore reluctant farewells as 
we departed  fo r  o u r final boa t ride to catch a ride 
on the oldest tra in  service in  South A m erica. Our 
a rriva l a t V reed-en-H oop and the sight of yet another 
boat, a fe rry  th is tim e nearly  caused m e to burst into 
“ O ne M ore R iver ”  but we all rem ained quiet.

W hat w ere my thoughts ? I had acquainted 
m yself w ith  a n o th e r country, ano ther people, I made 
com parisons o f m y own and th e ir way of life.
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L/Cpl. Dixon, Sgt. High and M ajor Creasey abou t to  board  a G rum m an Goose Seaplane

Chopping a road through a jungle, m oving a r i \e r  
from its natural course, easy to us with our equ ip ­
ment but theirs m ainly bare hands. T heir enthusiasm , 
simplicity and peace of mind is to  be en\ied.

We all agreed, let's try to  do it again.

K A IETEIJR —A PR IL  1962
Soon alter the Regim ent's arrival in British 

Guiana, it became apparent that one of the “ musts ” 
o f its stay there would be to v isit the great w aterfall 
at Kaieteur. The fall, at 741 feet, is the highest single 
d rop fall in the world and is situated in the m iddle of 
the jungle on the upper reaches of the Potaro in the 
West Central part :>f the Colony.

Early in April practical steps were taken to this 
end when Captain Morton and Sergeant High were 
despatched into the interior to  make arrangem ents 
for parties of 12 soldiers to visit the falls over a 
period o f 7 days per party.

By Saturday. 14th April, all was ready and the 
first party, led by Sgt. Mixer, left Georgetown. A 
second party under C.S.M. Fow ler left on the 21st 
April after the return of the first party.

Although the greater part of the time was spent 
in travelling either by ferry, truck, m otor boat o r on 
foot, it provided an excellent opportun ity  for those 
norm ally confined to Georgetown, to  see the country; 
thus giving them a welcome break from the routine 
of garrison life in the capital.

The total trip  for each party lasted 7 d a \s  of 
which one only could be spent in the area o f the
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falls. However, the rem aining six days spent travell­
ing to and  from  the falls were fa r from monotonous.

T he first stage of the journey was by ferry to 
Bartica. T his involved a reveille at 0300 to catch 
the boat from  G eorgetow n at 0500. The ferry sailed 
westward along the coast for some 25 miles before 
tu rning south into the m outh of the River Essequibo. 
Bartica lies a t the confluence of this river and the 
rivers C uyuni, which flows westwards to the Vene­
zuelan border, and the M azaruni, which flows from 
the south west. A fu rth er 35 miles o r so inland 
down the Essequibo. Bartica. despite its appearance 
of im provisation , even d ilapidation, is a thriving 
centre o f  comm erce, serving the hinterland bounded 
by the three rivers. En route to  Bartica the ferry 
stopped a t num erous islands and settlements, cut out 
of the jungle on its banks, to take on or discharge 
cargo and passengers.

Saturday night was spent in the Community 
Centre a t Bartica. T hat evening the population, as 
is custom ary on “ ferry days,” turned out to “ make 
sport ”  as the local saying goes. The voluble throng 
was swelled by inhabitants from  outlying districts 
and the in terio r including the usual band of “ pork- 
knockers ” who. afte r weeks or even months working 
for gold and diam onds on the three rivers, the creeks 
that feed them  o r in the interior, come into town to 
spend wildly the proceeds of their efforts. These 
hardy and independent men rarely save or invest 
their m oney, preferring instead the momentary^ plea­
sure of riotous living. Having “ made sp o rt” and



sDent som etim es over $1,000, they  re tu rn  to the gold 
and diamond fields and start again .

Bartica was compared, q u ite  accurately, w ith a 
frontier town (Hollywood style) of the o ld  A m erican 
West with its unmetalled d u st roads, w ooden build- 
ines and shacks, and its large num ber o f saloons or 
“ liquor parlours” as they are  known. Everyone 
was issued with a m ining privilege. T h is entitled 
the holder to work fo r gold an d  d iam onds in the 
Potaro Mining District under th e  h o lder o f a  P ros­
pector’s Licence, in this case C ap ta in  M orton. To 
date unfortunately nothing has been found, but at 
least the various techniques a re  know n fo r  fu ture  use.

On Sunday the second stage of th e  journey was 
completed. This was a h u n d red  m ile  drive south 
through the jungle to T um atum ari, a  deserted gold 
mining settlement on the P o ta ro  R iver near its con­
fluence with the Essequibo. A 7 ton diesel truck  was 
hired from the Transport and  H a rb o u rs  D epartm ent 
and, driven by the amiable F e lix , parties set ou t from  
Bartica early on the Sunday m orning.

Initially the road was qu ite  gooa, m ade of bonded 
sand and in size and construction  com parab le  to any 
B class road in England. T w enty m iles south  of 
Bartica, however, a conglom eration  o f bulldozers, 
scrapers, graders and other e a r th  m oving equipm ent 
marked the point where th is sta te  o f affairs ceased 
and the road degenerated in to  a  narrow  and bum py 
sand track which continued fo r  the rem ain ing  80 or 
so miles through the jungle.

Tumatumari was reached in  m id-afternoon. The 
settlement of some thirty o r  fo rty  w ell constructed 
buildings is virtually deserted except fo r  a sm all care­
taker staff and one or two itin e ran t team s of “ pork- 
knockers.” Through the good offices o f the m anager 
of the British Guiana T im b er C o rpora tion  accom ­
modation was provided in a spacious bungalow  on 
top of the hill overlooking th e  river and falls at 
Tumatumari.

Just after World W ar II  sufficient alluvial gold 
was found in the river below th e  falls to  w arran t the 
construction of this sizeable com m unity  and the 
bringing in of expensive equ ipm en t fo r  the large 
scale extraction of gold. H ow ever, in 1958 the 
British Guiana Consolidated G oldfields C orporation , 
as it was called, faced unsurm ountab le  financial and 
labour difficulties and w ent in to  liqu ida tion . The 
place is now deserted and u p  fo r  sale.

Exploration of T um atum ari revealed a fantastic 
quantity of equipment still in tac t but, as with the 
buildings, suffering from  the ravages of tim e and 
tropical weather. The m ain featu re  is a 2} m illion 
dollar hydro-electric p lant com plete w ith turbines, 
switch gear and instruments. A fully equ ipped  dis­
pensary, the remains of som e dredging plant and a 
number of vehicles, all in vary ing  stages o f decay, 
were also found. Apart from  the “ pork-knockers ” 
who use cruder but less expensive m ethods of w orking 
the gold—and diamonds—th e  site  is no t being used 
at all.

The third and final stage o f the  journey was 
completed on Monday. T h is  involved a 20 mile 
journey over a really bad  track  to  K angarum a, a 
small settlement of A m erind ian  hu ts some miles 
upstream, where boats were to  tak e  the parties onw ard 
up river to Tukeit, the n earest navigable poin t to 
Kaieteur. The journey to  K angarum a took  two 
hours. It was surprising to  find that the crossing of 
the Potaro at Garroway S tream  was n o t of the sam e 
low standard as the track—q u ite  the co n tra ry  in fact.

Instead o f som e crazy wooden construction, a  very 
m odern  look ing  suspension bridge which had been 
opened by  a fo rm er G overnor in the early thirties, 
presented itself. A t K angurum a, men and stores were 
loaded in to  open  boats, some 20 feet in length with 
the ch aracteris tic  flattened prow of the G uianese 
river craft. T o  everyone’s relief the owner appeared 
carry ing  the m otive power on his shoulder, a small 
but, in the event, lusty ou tboard  m otor. A t length 
everyone was fitted in together with one o r two of the 
inevitable pork-knockers and the small craft set off 
upstream  at a  steady 5 knots.

T he jo u rn ey  to T ukeit took about six hours and 
involves tw o portages a t the rapids a t A m atuk and 
W aratuk . H ere  everything had to  be offloaded and 
lifted  u p stream  above the rapids to ano ther boat of 
sim ilar design. As the journey upstream  progressed 
the su rro u n d in g  countryside became m ore m ountain­
ous. T he m ountains, tow ering crags, sheer-sided and 
covered w ith jungle, gave the appearance o f  having 
been forced up  from  the bowels of the earth  in some 
prim eval volcanic upheaval.

K a ie teu r was sighted m om entarily  from  about 
seven m iles dow nstream . A brief glim pse o f a huge 
w hite wall of w ater plunging into a narrow  gorge 
gave everyone a foretaste  of w hat they were to 
expect in the n ear future.

T u k eit was reached late  a fternoon on M onday. 
D ue to the  tim e required  and the early sunset, it was 
decided no t to a ttem pt the clim b to the fall until the 
follow ing day. A ccom m odation was provided in a 
scruffy bu t hab itab le  rest house by the river bank. 
It was in scribed  w ith the nam es of all those who had 
stayed th ere  before  including those of certain  mem­
bers o f the  Black W atch, the Royal H am pshire 
R egim ent and  the W orcestershire Regim ent, the  latter 
o f w hich m arched to  the falls all the way from  
A tkinson F ie ld , a distance of some 250 m iles there 
and back. It took them  24 days.

On T uesday , the parties split up into sm aller 
groups and w ere allow ed to m ake their own way to 
the falls. T here  are  two possible routes w ith rum our 
o f a  th ird , a lthough  this was never found. T he first, 
called  the  U p p er T rail, w inds up  and round the 
m o un ta in  on  the north  side of the gorge to  emerge 
a t the to p  of the falls. T he second, o r  Lower Trail, 
follow s the n o rth  side of the gorge right up  to the 
fo o t of the  falls. The th ird , rum oured, trail links 
the  to p  of the  upper trail w ith the end of the lower 
trail.

P aradoxically , the Lower T rail proved to be 
the h a rd er o f the two. T he U pper T rail, although 
steep, was well defined and easy to negotiate. A 
stone carv ing  half way up announced that the first 
wom an to  c lim b  it, a  Mrs. G . R. Sm ith, d id  so in 
1939. A t the  top  of the m ountain  the trail flattened 
ou t and a n o th e r m ile’s easy walk brought one out a t 
the top  of the  great falls. The country above the 
falls was fo u n d  to be  flat, perhaps gently undulating. 
T he P o ta ro  describes a placid, m eandering course 
th rough  it before  plunging 741 feet into the gorge, a 
great ren t in the p lateau form ed, no doubt, by some 
colossal geological upheaval m illions of years ago. 
T he sides o f the  chasm  are  sheer and fa r below can 
be seen the  w aters o f the Po taro  raging and boiling 
in the great bowl o f K aieteur and in the furious 
rap ids dow nstream  of it. The view from  the top  of 
the falls takes in  the  w hole o f the Po taro  valley for 
a  good 20 m iles w ith  the river, a  th in  silver ribbon, 
runn ing  dow n its centre. F a r  aw ay in  the distance



can be seen the blue m ountains on the eastern bank 
of the Essequibo.

The Lower T rail proved to rtu rous and diflicult. 
Hardly discernable in places it zig-zagged up and 
down the sides of the gorge in a quite  back-breaking 
way. The track was continuously barred by great 
rocks and boulders, overhanging ledges and veget­
ation, the whole dripping with m oisture and slime 
and rank with the smell of decay. At length il 
emerged at river level a t a great flat volcanic slab 
which projected into the river som e 20 yards dow n­
stream from  the rapids and som e 150 yards from  the 
great bowl of Kaieteur itself. T he visitors book at 
Tukeit states that certain men of the Royal Ham p- 
shires, strong swimmers, swam this placid but fast 
moving stretch of the river and, scram bling over 
boulders alongside the rapids, reached the bowl 
itself, a seething cauldron of water alleged to be 
extremely deep.

The view from the Lower T rail, it was generally 
agreed, was more rewarding even than that from  the 
top because here the falls could be seen in toto, an 
impossibility from  the top. A better view, for 
instance, was obtained of the vast cavern behind the 
falls, swirling with mist and spray, and of the 
m onstrous rock form ations bounding the gorge. 
Curiously the noise from the falling water was not 
great. Even that massive volume falling such a height 
disintegrates into spray before it reaches the bottom .

At the end of the day the groups returned to 
Tukeit, all variously impressed. A num ber of snakes 
had been seen and killed, or hurriedly avoided, and 
a certain amount of game had been spotted but not 
bagged despite the occasional fusillade of shots 
echoing through the gorge and round the m ountains.

The following day, W ednesday, the return trip  
to Kangaruma and thence to Tum atum ari. was made 
without incident. Thursday m orning was devoted to 
a fuller exploration of Tum atum ari. attem pts at gold 
and diam ond working and watching the pork- 
knockers at work. They were m oored over a narrow  
channel just downstream  of the falls at Tum atum ari. 
The equipm ent they use consists of two shallow 
boats lashed together. On one. the diver's a ir pump, 
a hand operated affair, is m ounted and in the o ther 
the gravel and sand sent up from  the bottom  by the 
diver is washed in a sieve and exam ined for d ia ­
monds. On this occasion the d iver was only working 
a t 25 feet, but the more usual depth is between 70 
and 80 feet. The diving suit consists o f a conven­
tional copper helmet attached to which are two large 
lead weights. The helmet rests on the divers shoulders 
over a hessian pad and over a swim m ing costume he 
wears a canvas overall. The d iver’s work for about 
l j  hours before changing, scooping the gravel from  
the bottom  of the river and sending it up in a small 
bag on his lifeline. O ther m em bers of the team  
operate the pump, keep the a irline  taut to prevent it 
fouling underwater obstacles and work the lifeline 
using a system of tugs on it to transm it simple 
instructions. Although infested with the vicious 
pirhna and numb fish (electric eels) the pork-knockers 
do not seem to be unduly w orried by them, and take 
the line that they are more likely to sheer off in 
fright than attack the working diver. By and large 
in fact, it was found that the locals did not seem 
over-concerned with the more unpleasant species of 
anim al life, with which E uropean w riters would have 
their readers believe South Am erica swarms. V am pire 
bats, anaconda, pirhna. electric eels and even snakes 
were discounted in quite an offhand way.
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The second party saw a parly of “pork-knockers” 
w orking gold on  the sandbanks just below the falls 
They were using a crude but effective m ethod known 
as a " chest and tom ” and employing a “ baby ” to 
collect d iam ond bearing  gravel. A continuous flow 
of w ater from  the wooden chest washes sand and 
gravel shovelled into the “ tom ,” another deen 
wooden chest. The m ixture of water, tine gravel -ind 
sand passes through a grid on to a shallow tray in 
which is cut a groove a t the point the water strikes 
it. In th is groove is a small am ount of quicksilver 
which, m ixing with the washings from  the “ to m ” 
form s an  am algam  with any alluvial gold. Periodically 
the am algam  is extracted and heated up. 7he quick­
silver burns ou t leaving a collection of small gold 
nuggets in the bottom  of the crucible—usually an old 
bully beef tin. The average yield per day was said 
to am oun t to $60 (about £12).

T hursday  m idday saw the start of the long road 
back to B artica to catch the ferry lo r Georgetown on 
the F riday  m orning. On both occasions the 7 tonner, 
which had suffered a considerable pounding on that 
uncom prom ising  road, broke down. On the first 
occasion the inability  of top gear to rem ain in mesh 
lengthened the journey by an hour or so. On the 
second occasion the gearbox virtually disintegrated 
when the cogs m aking up bottom  and second gear 
shed a num ber of teeth into the internals. This 
im m obilised the vehicle and necessiated for Captain 
M orton, C.S.M . Fowler and Sergeant High a 20 mile 
trek by fo o t and, eventually Landrover, in a torrential 
dow npour to the nearest Public Works Department 
D epot where ano ther vehicle in an alm ost identically 
parlous condition , was obtained. The party eventually 
reached Bartica in the early hours of the morning to 
go straight aboard  the ferry and bed down in the 
best way they could on the upper deck.

On arriva l back in Georgetown it was generally 
agreed that, despite a certain am ount of physical 
d iscom fort and exertion, the trip  to Kaieteur had 
proved a decided change from  the routine of George­
town and in itself had been an agreeable and 
w orthw hile venture.

M em bers of the two parties were as follow s:
1st P a r ty :  Sgt. M ixer, L/Cpl. D ixon, L/Cpl. 

G oodall, Pte. Evans (R.A.P.C.), Pie. Goodwin, 
Pte. W hite, Pte. W ilkins, Pte. Fowler, Pte. 
Hockley. Pte. Jones. Pte. Dennis, Pte. Griggs. 

2nd Party : C.S.M . Fowler. Cpl. Ratcliffe, Cpl. 
A rm strong (R.A.P.C.), Pte. M orton, Pte. 
S totter, Pte. Hearle. Pte. Curry, Pte. Sergeant, 
Pte. H utchinson, Pte. Dixon, Pte. Woodlow. 
Pte. Thom pson.
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EIGHT DAYS IN  T H E  JU N G L E
Slowly the thin blue line w andering  th rough  the 

dense green expanse w idened as the G ru m o n d  Sea- 
nlane lost height. The con ten ts w ere disgorged— 
Lt R J Abbott, Sgt. M ixer, Cpl. Spalding, W ilson, 
Brunning and Goodrum. In to  the launch  we got, 
heading for Kaituna. The jung le  was overpow ering. 
At last we were on the final leg, by cattle truck  to 
Matthews Ridge, our destination . G eorgetow n was 
far behind, 200 miles —  th e  jungle train ing  was 
imminent.

Quickly we were in troduced to M r. W ilson, the 
manager of the manganese m ine , to o u r three  A m er­
indian guides, Stanley M endoza, P h illip  and lo  (we 
never did find out the last tw o’s surnam es). W e were 
of! laden with kit and Jo w ith bow  and arrow s slung 
over his shoulder. After tw o  m iles o f sweating, 
stumbling and depracations w e suddenly em erged 
into an Indian village. A ll of us were feeling 
apprehensive but the village people d id  no t seem in 
the least alarmed. They said no th ing  and  were very 
shy but took pleasure in show ing their skill in m anu­
facturing peat. Hammock lay ing  seemed to be their 
most strenuous activity. The sm ell was overpow ering.

Later we went into the jung le  to  bu ild  o u r own 
shelters for the night. Cpls. B running and  G oodrum  
laboured strenuously to erect a n  A m erind ian  hu t with 
a Turn Palm leaf roof. T he rem ainder set about 
building a basha. The finding o f two types o f tree 
from which we could extract w a ter was very welcome.

The following day we began  to  add the con­
veniences of the modern w orld. T he B aram ali tree 
came under heavy punishm ent fo r  we needed the bark 
to provide a floor for the hu t. M aking tables and 
chairs gave us many problem s bu t by using thin 
strips of fibre removed from  undernea th  the bark  of 
the Baramali tree we at least had  som e stout cord 
for lashings. Food becam e an essential factor. 
Pigeon traps, made from  the so ft wood of the M aho, 
were set, and we captured a large rat. T he thought 
of eating this turned many of o u r  stom achs but. once 
tried, it proved not unpleasant. W e also tried  fishing 
with home made rod from  any  tree , and the line made 
from string from the String L eaf Palm . We caught 
several “ patois.”

Soon we were off to  A rak ara , a  fo rm er gold 
mining town, some 30 m iles away. Only a few 
Amerindians now eke out a m iserable living in the 
area. However, this proved an  in teresting  area 
because of the bamboo. A t tim es, cu tting  in to  a 
bamboo patch proved dangerous bu t we m ade a raft, 
which was launched with trep id a tio n  and  re turned to 
a tumultuous welcome. M an y  useful th ings were 
made—fish traps, furniture, w a te r  carriers, bowls, ash 
trys and knives, forks and spoons.

In the evening Cpls. Spald ing and B running with 
Stanley went hunting in the coreal canoe down river. 
They returned empty handed b u t th e ir “ tales" counter 
balanced their lack of success. A  lava ra t 4 feet long 
was seen and a giant frog a t least a fo o t high (I m ust 
here hasten to add that frogs a re  at least six tim es 
the size of our diminutive creatures).

Next day we moved ou t to  N o. 1 C am p and 
built two-man bashas. D ow n cam e the ra in  — 
blessings for the Turn Palm . Cpls. W ilson and 
Goodrum proved more successful on th e ir  expedition , 
returning with a Marin and a  M arund i— two edible 
birds. Meanwhile the rem ainder were busily  engaged 
using atap to make fish traps.

T o prevent dysentry we drank a liqu id  which 
was m ade by bo iling  the b ark  of the C rabw ood Tree 
— m any d isto rted  facial features ! ! H unting we went 
again . H asty  shots a t  a  toucan and a tiger cat only 
resulted  in  the  jungle clatter. Jo suddenly appeared 
b rand ish ing  a c rab  and an  alligator. W ith over 
anx ious p leasure  we presented him  w ith them  to take 
hom e to his fam ily.

Perhaps the m ost surprising experience we had 
was p icking fish ou t of the river by hand. T his we 
d id  by using the  H iyary  tree. T he creek was stirred 
in to  a m uddy  film and m ilky fluid, beaten from  the 
tree, injected. W ith in  two hours 50 doped fish were 
ready  fo r th e  feast.

So ended  our e ight day sojourn  in the jungle, 
and  o u r bod ies tanned, our spirits high, o u r trophies 
su rrep titiously  displayed we returned to ou r lines in 
G eorgetow n.

A S C E N E  IN  T H E  L IFE  O F T H E  U N IT  
PA Y M A STER

(W ho, to  his h o rro r, has to  w ork both in British 
G u ian a  and near a radio  set).

Paym aster : “  In assessing the requirem ents of cash 
fo r  the  forthcom ing week I want an  assess­
m ent from  each Com pany C lerk, b ill require­
m ents and an  idea of the average casual 
draw ings. “ A ” C om pany w hat is your 
b reakdow n ? ”

“ A ” C om pany  clerk : Tw o hundred and twelve at 
ten dollars, one hundred and seventy two . .

Voice from  behind  screen : Hello six three, three two 
and  th ree  five, Signals Over.

“ A ” C om pany  clerk : . . a t five dollars, seventy 
six . . .

V oice : H ello  six three, three two OK out. Hello 
three  five, noth ing heard. A lpha Novem ber. 
A lpha  N ovem ber. A lpha Novem ber . . .

“ A ” C om pany  clerk : . a t two dollars, one 
hun d red  . . .

V oice : H ello  three five

Sgt. Jam es : O rderly Room  —  Sgt. Terry ! wanted 
on th e  telephone.

“  A ”  C om pany  clerk : . . twenty a t , .

V oice : H ello  three five, O .K. out. Hello three two 
m essage over.

“ A ” C om pany  clerk : . . one do llar a t . .

V oice : H ello  three  two. signals over. H ello  three 
tw o, no th ing  heard. A lpha N ovem ber, A lpha 
N ovem ber, A lpha N ovem ber, etc. . .
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W hither V iking ?

A D V EN TU R E T R A IN IN G
Skiing in Bavaria w ith the A m erican 10th Special 

Forces G roup (A.B.N.) January  5th—February  18th,
1962,

Party : Capt. P. G . Raven, Lt. R. J. A bbott, Cpl. 
May, L/Cpl. Brewin, L/Cpl. H em pstead, L/Cpl. 
Thurkettle.

The party left R.A.F. M ildenhall on F riday, 
January 5th in a U.S.A.F. D akota, and made fo r 
M unich in Bavaria. The plane had a high ranking 
crew of six, including two m ajors so we were in 
safe hands. As the weather was bad in M unich, we 
were diverted to F rankfurt w here we stayed the 
night. The next m orning we flew in an Army O tter 
to Bad Tolz where there was deep snow.

T raining started on Tuesday m orning above 
Berchtesgaden, in  the Bavarian Alps on the A ustrian  
border. The Am ericans had obtained a very com ­
fortable ski lodge where they lived. M ajor R heult 
was again running the train ing  w ith C aptain Larry 
Thorne and nine Am erican Instructors. On the first 
day everyone was put through a class test, and 
arranged into nine classes, the last three being known 
as “ Ski Bunnies.” W e had an excellent instructor in 
Sgt. M ohar, who had a  great sense of hum our and 
was an expert skier and yodeller. Cpl. May prom ised 
to teach the Drum  M ajor how to  yodel.

During the first week we continually revised 
basic skiing and practised stopping, turning and fa ll­
ing, which we did m ost of the  day anyway ! T he 
instructors also gave us interesting lectures on 
avalanches, trail breaking and w in ter warfare. One 
of the first new skills we were taught was ski joring. 
This is sim ilar to w ater skiing, the skier being towed
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behind a weasel, a  tracked vehicle. I f  the leader fell 
everyone along the  rope joined him. We were shown 
how  to  m ake an  im provised sledge for casualties of 
w hich w e had quite  a num ber and by the first week 
breaks, tw ists and strains had accounted fo r 50 ner 
cent of th e  skiers. O ur party however remained in 
one piece despite some spectacular falls by Captain 
R aven and  L /C pl. Brewin. C aptain  Raven was the 
only sk ie r w ho m anaged to complete a somersault 
w hilst going over a bum p ! Next year we must wear 
crash helm ets.

W hen we becam e m ore proficient we were let 
loose on  the two m ile slope of the Jenner run. Twice 
we skied from  the to p  of the  Jenner to Berchtesgaden 
On the first run  we spent most of the tim e picking 
ourselves ou t of the snow and try ing  to catch up with 
o u r instructor.

B efore the first course ended the Americans 
held a  W inter C arnival in  w hich the “ Goddam 
Brits ” acqu itted  them selves quite well. Captain 
R aven p loughed round the cross-country race in his 
usual determ ined way and finished seventh. Despite 
falling  th ree  tim es in  the  Slalom  Lt. R ichard Abbott 
still finished eighth. L/Cpl. Hem pstead ran a very 
fast snow shoe race w inning first prize and L/Cpl. 
D avid Brewin cam e th ird  in the A bfahrt Sackrat 
race.

C ap ta in  R aven and Lt. A bbott were invited to 
stay on  a fte r the first course had finished, which they 
d id  fo r a  fu rth e r three weeks a fte r a letter had been 
sent to the C om m anding Officer assuring him that 
they w ere becom ing w inter w arfare experts. This 
train ing  proved very useful as they were sent to 
British G u iana  on th e ir re tu rn  to England !

T he ski tra in ing  was organised with the efficiency 
and im agination  that we have come to expect from 
ou r A m erican  friends in W est Germ any, and the 
whole pa rty  had im proved immensely by the end of 
train ing. We are  m ost grateful to the 10th Special 
Forces fo r allow ing us to take pa rt in their training.

Skiers m otto  : LET IT  ALL H A N G  OUT.

R E A R  PA R TY  — H A R W IC H

A fte r a lo t of sorting out, the R ear Details has 
now assum ed a  businesslike a ir  of getting the maxi­
m um  am oun t of w ork done with the minimum 
num ber of m en, and effort.

M ajo r Styles is O.C. th is w eird and wonderful 
conglom eration  of odd bodies assisted by Captain 
Beck, w ho seems to spend m ost of his tim e out and 
abou t the Essex—Suffolk countryside acting as 
Fam ilies L iaison Officer.

C.S.M . Sm ith had been acting as Chief Clerk/ 
Sgt. M ajo r b u t has now handed over to C.S.M. Pratt 
w ho in ad d itio n  to  these duties is also M.T.O. (57 
vehicles, 6 drivers and a  dog). The drivers toss up 
to see w hich vehicle they take out and the C.O.’s 
L androver seems always to win. It m ust be because 
Cpl. F e rie r  (service and  wash up unlim ited) reckons 
that th is is the  easiest vehicle to m aintain.

C.S.M . Sm ith has now left fo r his pre-release 
course in lib ra rian sh ip  a t Rom ford, and after that, 
all requests fo r books of a certain  type should be 
addressed to  him  and not to L/Cpl. Pearson of H.Q. 
C om pany stores.

T he Q uarterm aster, assisted by C.S.M. Denny, 
has arranged  classes in store accounting fo r the three



company storemen left behind, a lso  the r ig h t way to 
work the most hours w ithout fa ilin g  to  show som e­
thing for it. I t is surprising how  m any  storem en 
are required to look after em pty  stores.

The Rear Party now consists o f 3 Officers and 51 
Men with an increment of 28 w ho a re  e ith e r too 
young or too old to join the B atta lion , o r  a re  waiting 
posting to the fa r flung corners o f Salisbury  Plain,
B.A.O.R, or Depot. We have a lready  posted Ptes. 
Riches, Robinson, and B andsm an H indm arsh  to  the 
Brigade Depot, more are on  th e  way in the near 
] ulutc.

Our two surviving A.C.C. cooks left on 1st M ay 
for Millbank Hospital and 14 Signal R egim ent and 
now S.Q.M.S. Woodcock is cop in g  w ith the feeding 
and rationing of all with 4 R egim ental cooks and a 
butcher.

We receive, at odd tim es, transitees from  the 
Battalion and other places. T w o recent re tu rns were 
Capt. Godfrey from Germ any, an d  Capt. G ow ing and 
Lt. Lunn from British G uiana. Ptes. H ow lett and 
Ward have also returned fro m  B ritish G u iana.

Cpl. “ Dr.” Starrs, assisted by the doctor, Dr. 
Todd, has been coping bravely  w ith sick parades. 
German measles and tired bandsm en seem  to be the 
biggest complaints.

The Police Force now consists o f Cpl. F o ste r and 
Ptes. Ward, and Rogers who has just re tu rned  from  
hospital. Their main task  these days a p art from  
looking for bother makers, seem s to  be c lim bing the 
main flag pole to untangle the flag. R eckon they 
imagine that this is the nearest they  w ill get to a nut 
tree.

We have had one or tw o v isito rs o f note ; the
G.O.C. East Anglian D ivision, w ho explained  to the 
wives why the Battalion was in B ritish  G u ian a  ; the 
Colonel of the Regiment paid  us a flying visit, and 
the Regimental Secretary, w ho  d ro p p ed  in because 
he had heard that a certain W arran t Officer with a 
penchant for painting vehicles red  and yellow  was in 
charge of the transport. H e th ough t h e  m ight get a 
photo of one fo r the G azette. W e a re  so  sorry th a t 
we can’t oblige, but Viking, his dog, has been p ro ­
mised a red and yellow ear if  h e  doesn’t behave and 
leave the band alone when they  are perform ing  on 
the square.

As we are a  pretty lonely detachm ent, we wel­
come any visitors who w ould  like to  d ro p  in, 
preferably with 7 days’ notice. W e w ould  w aive th is 
of course for the Battalion if  they  decide to return  
to us.

“ THE BRITANNIA AND CASTLE "

A Bankers Order for 5 /- per year will 
ensure you all future issues.

A Bankers Order form will be sent on 
request to The Editor.

B ritannia  B arracks,
NORW ICH. Norfolk. 

NOR 67A

EAST ANGLIAN BRIGADE DEPOT
General.

W ork has at last begun in G ib ra lta r Barracks 
a fte r  m any delays, and the stage has now been 
reached when the Officers’ Mess and the M.l. Room 
are all that a re  left standing.

I he sight o f the “ w re ck e r” striking against the 
walls is a depressing  one, bul we keep o u r eyes on 
the fu tu re  w hen fresh buildings will rise from  the 
rubble, and we can occupy a m odem  and perm anent 
hom e.

I here have been eight Passing O ut Parades since 
o u r last notes.

I he> w ere :—
13th Oct.. 1961. M ayor o f Bedford.
Xth N ov., 1961, B rigadier E. H. W. Backhouse,

( B E.. D.L.
1st Dec.. 1961, M ayor of H ertford.
15th Dec., 1961, Colonel G. V. M artin. M.C.
17th Jan ., 1962, Lord M ayor of Norwich.
9th Feb., 1962. M ajor G eneral I. II. Freeland.

DSC).
2nd M ar., 1962, L ieut.-Colonel A. (i. R. Noble.

M.C.
23rd M ar., 1962. Brigadier A. E. H arding,

D.S.O., O.B.E., E.R.D.

It was on  2<)th M arch, 1962. that Lt.-Col. A. G. 
R. N oble. M.C., 2nd East A nglian, gave up  the 
com m and of the D epot to Lt.-Col. B. J. Palmer, 
M.B.E.. 3rd E ast Anglian. Wc wish every fortune 
to  l.t.-Col. N ob le  in his new appointm ent, and extend 
a  hearty  w elcom e to Lt.-Col. Palmer.

O ther changes in the permanent staff include the 
relief o f C ap ta in  D ale, 2nd East A nglian, as A djutant 
by C ap ta in  H utchings. 3rd East Anglian and M ajor 
M organ. 1st Fast Anglian as O.C. T rain ing  Com ­
pany. by M a jo r Philcox, 3rd East Anglian.

R.Q.M .S. ( lough. 1st East Anglian has left the 
A rm y and  C.S.M . D enny has been replaced as C.S.M. 
of T ra in in g  C om pany b\ C.S.M . Holden. 1st East 
A nglian. In add ition  O.R.Q.M .S. Sm ith. 1st Fast 
A nglian, has taken o \e r  as C hief ( lerk. a post which 
now carries the rank of W arrant Officer Class I.

T he num ber o f N .C .O .’s em ployed on recruiting 
du ties increased threefold  during 1961. and the 
Brigade now disposes 20 Special R ecruiters and 14 
R egim ental R ecruiters, all borne  on the strength of 
their regular batta lions.

As a d irec t result of this increase in recruiting 
stall, the nu m b er of recruits joining the Brigade in 
1961 was double  that o f  the previous year. The statis­
tics fo r the second half of 1961. when m ost of the 
ad d itio n al recruiters began to  function, were even 
m ore encouraging.

P ro v id in g  batta lions can continue to stand the 
stra in  of “ c a r ry in g ” the large num ber of high grade 
N .C .O .s em ployed on recruiting duties, there is every 
reason to  h ope  that, by mid 1963. our units will be up 
to  full strength.

The Special and R egim ental R ecruiter often 
w orks in sem i-isolation  in an u n fam ilia r civilian 
w orld and h is job is bv no m eans easy. T he way in
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w hich these N .C.O.’s m aintain th e ir high personal 
standards and their enthusiasm  in the difficult c ir­
cumstances in which m any of them  work is m ost 
encouraging and augers well fo r continued success in 
the future.

Jun ior Soldiers Winn.
The winter term  started w ith 32 New Boys and 

a further four joined during the term  ; however, this 
did not detract from  the musical o r sporting standard 
achieved in the Wing.

In  sport, both the Football and Hockey team s 
won and lost a game against the Silver Jubilee School. 
The Football team travelled to  Oswestry to  play in 
the 1st round of the Arm y C up and  were unfortunate 
to be drawn against the Light In fan try  Brigade who 
were the eventual champions.

It was during this term  th a t the boys started, in 
Hobbies under C aptain Spinks (Royal Arm y E d u ­
cation Corps), to m ake their own film which is now 
alm ost complete and has been the source of a great 
deal of fun.

The Band played on three Passing Out Parades 
during the term  but the clim ax of their efforts was 
a t Christmas where they played a t the Carol Service 
and the Officers’ Mess Ladies’ N ight. In addition 
they were once again invited to play in the wards of 
the West Suffolk Hospital. U nder C aptain  G un ton’s 
choral leadership they made a substantial collection 
fo r the Parish Church R estoration Fund, singing 
Carols in the Quarters.

The Best H u t Com petition was won by “H andel” 
and a visit to see the “ Spurs ” play, followed by a 
show in London, m ade a  thoroughly enjoyable rew ard 
fo r what had been a close and keen com petition.

The Spring Term  started am idst hard w inter 
weather which interfered with the  sport program m e 
and can probably be blam ed fo r the “ flu ” epidem ic 
which a t one stage had over 30 boys in bed. A 
suggestion that the whole wing should be sent hom e 
on leave was regrettably frowned upon by the m edical 
profession on the grounds that th e  virus m ight be a 
“  Blenheim Camp ” special, and should no t be spread 
around East Anglia.

On 2nd M arch, the Cross C ountry Team  took 
part in the Army C ham pionships in A ldershot, and 
under extremely adverse conditions were placed 8th 
out of 17 teams.

Both the Football and H ockey teams were 
unbeaten and a high standard of play was seen in 
their matches.

The Band played on two Passing O ut Parades 
and one Guest N ight in the Officers’ Mess.

In the 54th (East Anglian) D ivision/D istrict A rts 
and C rafts E xhibition held in Colchester recently the 
following Junior Soldiers received awards :—

W oodwork
F i r s t : J./D m r. Donaldson.
Second : J./D m r. M asterson.
Third : J./Bdsm. Sm ith, B. (208).
Highly commended : J./L /C pl. Storr.

Pottery
F i r s t : J./D m r. M oore (073).
Second : Pte. Phare (Trg. Coy.).
T h ird : J./D rm . M oore (073).
Highly commended : J./L /C pl. Storr,
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OPERATION “ SIMBA ”
F ro m  M ajor A. H. Athill.

“W hat the devil should we try  and do this time?” 
T his tim e being the  im pending break between the 
six m onthly courses I run  fo r the Kenya Regiment 
in w hich each m an does his full tim e service before 
he joins the T errito ria ls. A nd in  each such break 
I try  to encourage volunteers to m ake some interesting 
expedition. 6

W hat country could seem better than  Kenya for 
objectives ? M ount K ilim anjaro  (too easy), Mount 
Kenya (too difficult and requiring  technical skill) 
canoeing on  the T ana R iver (already done). Those 
are but a few o f the schemes which come to mind 
and m ost of w hich tu rn  out to be unsuitable or 
im practicable. I  was searching my not very imagin­
ative b ra in , when som eone suggested sending an 
expedition  to help  the G am e D epartm ent with its 
an ti-poaching activities.

T his a t once took  m y fancy. If  one isn’t actually 
poaching oneself, good sport m ay be had anti­
poaching, and being interested in these things, I like 
to m ake a  poin t o f getting in w ith the gamekeepers 
(having alw ays wanted to be one myself), whether it 
is in my native N orfo lk  o r in some far flung outpost 
o f the Com m onw ealth.

T he first thing was to get the idea agreed in 
principle, and th a t discreetly. I feared to  use the 
usual A rm y channels, and thanked G od that I could 
lay the responsib ility  o f this om ission on more senior 
shoulders, because of the possibility that the legal 
and finance departm ents would e ither veto the whole 
thing, o r  so restrict it th a t it w ould become a waste 
o f tim e. T he G am e D epartm ent were a b it cautious 
too. I felt th a t they suspected we m ight turn the 
thing in to  a shooting “ Swan ” at Government 
expense w ith the resulting bad publicity and waste 
of m oney.

How ever, they were convinced otherwise, and a 
m eeting was arranged between a Gam e W arden who 
w ould be w orking with us, and myself to tie up 
details. A t o u r level, all went sm oothly so that at a 
certain  date  the party  found itself assembled forty 
m iles in  the banda, on the A thi River in the 
M achakos D istrict. T he party  was made up of the

O peration  Simba.
A splendid bull eland not long dead bu t already 
blown up  as a result of the poisoned arrow in 

its back.



Operation Simba.

A captured poacher.

Game Warden and eight game scouts, m yself and 
seventeen volunteers from my late course, a n d  a lew 
hangers on and bottle washers. On the w ay in. the 
convoy captured their first poacher, a  s tup id  youth 
with a brace of guinea fowl hanging from  his bow, 
who was too dim wilted to  lie down in the grass 
until we had passed.

He was promptly seized by the G am e Scouts and 
hauled on to the wagon. A good om en.

The first day in camp not much happened . T hree 
patrols went out, and. apart from  a few rh in o  near 
misses and a false alarm caused by som e old men 
looking for cattle grazing, there was no ac tio n . But 
the next day things really begun to  brew  up. 1 
attached myself to one of the patrols w hich m oved 
down stream some miles by landrover, befo re  starling 
off on foot. I should say that each of these patro ls 
were of two Game Scouts and five soldiers, and  were 
armed with orders to shoot in self defence only . The 
poachers carry bows and arrow s, but the a rro w s are 
charged with a poison for which there is no  known 
antidote, strong enough to kill an e lephant o r  a  rhino, 
let alone a man. and in the flurry o f an am bush  it 
is quite possible for some hot head to let go w ith one

We hadn't gone many yards from  the  vehicle 
before we came on the track o f where som e beast had 
been killed and dragged over the river tow ards a 
shamba on the other side. Close exam ination  revealed 
a few hairs thought to  be from  a w aterbuck  calf, so 
we crossed the river and dividing into tw o parlies, 
we surrounded the shamba and dashed in to  it. only 
to find three men cutting up a baboon  ! Still is was 
good practice, and we wasted no tim e in getting  on. 
Very soon after this, we spatted vultures, first one or 
two, and then many scores, circling over a t least 
three different places not far off. At the first was a 
waterbuck, dead from a poisoned arrow  and  opened 
up by the birds. This was said by the experts to be 
two days old. The next was a m agnificent e land  bull, 
blown up as tight as a drum , but untouched b> man 
or beast, with the arrow still in him. And the next 
was a rhino, quite fresh, but lacking his ho rn  and 
most of his meat. The poachers had been  really 
busy.

What to do now ? It looked as though  the rh ino  
had been killed while they were follow ing up the

eland, the chase of which they had abandoned for 
the richer spoil, and it d idn 't seem likely they would 
re tu rn  fo r w hat was left of the rhino. We had 
crossed not fa r  off som e w om an’s track, and with no 
bette r lead, we decided to follow up these. We 
h ad n 't gone very la r  before we heard  the sound of 
the wom en com ing tow ards us. and m oving quickly 
in to  am bush , we surprised ten women returning from 
the river, bow ed down under full calabashes of water, 
on the to p  of which, some carried  hefty lum ps of 
m eat. 1 he women were stopped fo r questioning, 
and  a  party  sent off post haste down their tracks to 
catch the m eal supplier. To give these old bags their 
due. they w eren ’t going to inform  on anyone. The 
Cianie Seoul C orpora l put on  quite a good G estapo 
act with a bit of rh ino  hide, but they rem ained 
unim pressed. T he senior one was an old crone who 
had such ch ro n ic  indigestion that she baahed like a 
sheep every m inute o r so. and we went oil down the 
track  with th is klaxon sounding every few yards, until 
we cam e to the river and found our advance party 
with a cap tured  m an plus half a >oung w ater buck. 
A real poacher, this time, and he was clapped into 
chains and encouraged  to tell where his chums might 
be. F o rtunate ly  fo r us. he was not as staunch as 
the girls. He told us that the party  had m oved off 
dow n stream  not long before, and showed us their 
tracks, one of w hich, a distinctive sandal track  made 
from  an old c a r tyre, was recognised by the Gam e 
Scout as being  seen near the rh in o ’s carcass.

L eaving the prisoner under guard, we hastened 
to do a  p incer m ovem ent on a hide-out known to the 
scouts, in w hich we thought the gang m ight be hiding. 
T h is called fo r  m uch running, and did my leg no 
good at all as I had slaked it deeply the day before. 
How ever, the h ide  was empty, and being on such hot 
tracks, it was not possible to  think of stopping, so 
we con tinued  lo r  abou t ano ther hour, quite fast, as 
the dusty gam e paths were very good fo r tracking.

We at last came up to ano ther known hideout, 
and again we split, myself waiting with two m en for 
the o thers to gel around  before tracking directly up 
to the hide. I waited the arranged tim e, and was just 
approach ing  the hide when suddenly confused shout­
ing b ro k e  ou t follow ed by three boom ing shots from  
the ( iam e Scout's .404. R unning forw ard  1 met two 
terrilied poachers bolting towards me. one of whom

O peration  Simba.
A freshly killed rhino much cut up.
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I captured by knocking him down with my rifle, the 
other being seized by my two men after a short 
chase. These two had cast aside their bows, and 
were armed only with knives and pangas but were so 
frightened that they showed no aggression, being bent 
on desperate escape. The flanking party has cap­
tured another, and two more had escaped, one of 
which was the gent with the car tyre sandals. In the 
gear of the three captured, were three bows, seven­
teen poisoned arrows, wire fo r snares, and o ther 
hunting equipm ent, added to w hich was the resisting 
of arrest, so all were speedily m anacled and the patrol 
returned to camp well pleased with a sporting day.

The next day other patrols had sim ilar success, 
coming on an arm ed gang, and capturing some of 
them red handed with poisoned weapons and m eat 
in their possession.

Subsequent patrols, penetrating yet further inti' 
the bush, found that the alarm  had obviously been 
spread by those who had escaped, as half a score 
camps were found with tracks some hours old leading 
in the direction of the African reserve, clearly show­
ing that the survivors had left the area.

The total bag of poachers was nine, with qu an ­
tities of poaching equipm ent including wire snares, 
bows and arrows, poison, etc. T here was no doubt 
that many had escaped, but for some time at least, 
poaching in that area was stopped, and none too soon 
either. In the fifty miles of river bank covered we 
found dead three rhino, a leopard, an elephant (which 
had to  be finished off), an eland and three w ater 
buck.

Operation Simba.

Poachers’ womenfolk with “ nothing to  say.”
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4th BATTALION 
THE ROYAL NORFOLK REGIMENT 

(T.A.)
C O ....................  L t.-Colonel A. J. Robertson.
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BATTA LIO N  REVIEW
During the last fou r m onths the 4th Battalion 

has been preparing for the Colour Presentation Parade 
when H er Royal Highness the Princess Margaret, 
C olonel-in-Chief of the Regiment, will carry out the 
presentation. (This took place on 8th July—Editor). 
Two weekends were devoted to practising the Officers 
and Senior N.C.O.s in the intricacies of the Parade, 
and one of the m em ories of the practices will cer­
tainly be that of Lt. Darley holding the butt of his 
C olour Pike, the rest o f which had been snapped off 
by the force of the w ind blowing across the square.

Then in A pril, a fte r a successful Drill Competi­
tion to  decide which company would provide the 
Escort to  the Colour, a full scale parade for all ranks 
was held. M uch still remains to be done if the 
Parade is to  be a success, and practising will continue 
at C am p w orking up to the Dress Rehearsal on July 
1st. The Parade will be in No. 1 Dress hard won 
from  the W ar Office, and seats are by ticket only as 
they are unfortunately  limited.

In spite of all the practising fo r the Colour 
Presentation, o ther train ing  still went on. This 
included a Brigade Exercise on Stanford P.T.A. in 
late M arch notable for various feats of daring, and 
also fo r its extreme cold, and of course the Spring 
Rifle M eetings.

T his year, we had less success than in last year's 
C om petitions but did well in various events includ­
ing 161 Infantry Brigade M eeting ,  winning the Falling 
Plate, and com ing second in the L.M.G. Competition. 
In the D ivisional Meeting, we had more success, 
coming fifth overall out of 15 m ajor units and defeat­
ing the Essex and the Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
Battalions in our own Brigade. Here also we had 
the cham pion Sten shot, R.Q.M.S. Barr, champion 
Young Soldier Sten shot. L/Cpl. Banthorpe and also 
several good scores in this event. L/Cpl. Roberts 
won a runners-up prize in the Individual Rifle Event, 
and overall we went away quite pleased with our 
showing though we need much practice with the SLR 
before next years' competitions.

As this is w ritten, the Battalion is completing its 
final preparations fo r camp, and the news from 
Sennybridge will be told in our contributions to the 
N ovem ber issue of the Britannia and Castle.
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“ Never a dull m oment ” will soon be the slogan 
f  the Mess Since our last co n tribu tion  to  the 
lournal there have been so many events th a t it is an 
effort to recall them all, however the m ain items
follow in this edition.

A warm welcome was given to o u r new C om ­
manding Officer, Lt.-Col. A. J R obertson  and a fond 
farewell to Lt.-Col. W. D. Flower, a t the end of 
lanuarv It took the form  of a social evening in the 
Mess and a very good attendance by m em bers who 
had come many miles made the evening a huge 
success Both Commanding Officers has the o p p o r­
tunity to say their hellos and goodbyes over the usual 
dass of ale, which, after all, is the best w ay of saying 
hello or goodbye. C.S^M. D oughty, w ith his car 
racing game, made sure the senior officers w ould look 
kindly on him during his stay here. Som ehow they 
seemed to win all our money.

SERGEANTS’ MESS w hich was w on by a com posite guard from  “ A ” and 
“ B ” C om panies under M ajor B oulton, C.S.M. 
P illa r  and C /Sgt. Am is. “ C ” C om pany who lost by 
only two points, were under C aptain  Salter, C.S.M. 
H ew ett and C/Sgt. E lliott. T he perform ance of all 
guards du rin g  this com petition  was very creditable 
as it was the first tim e they had practised  the parade 
together.

T alk  in the  Mess these last few weeks has been 
of A pp lica tion , Snap, R apid  ; some cup belonging 
to a  C hinese gentlem an, and some plates falling over, 
w hich to those who are  in the know means that the 
shooting  season is upon us. The Battalion Rifle 
M eeting, w hich  was held at T hetford  Range, was a 
very pleasant, if cold, event and Sgt. R ider emerged 
as the B atta lion  C ham pion Shot. O ther notable 
M ess m em bers who made th e ir way back and forth  
fro m  the prize  table were R.Q.M .S. Barr, W .O. II 
D oughty , C ./Sgt. T urner, Sgt. Toll and Sgt. Turner.

Ptes. C hapm an and  Bussey rem ain  afloat on the B recon Canal.

Two very worthwhile exercises were held during  
the months of February and M arch. T he first, Ex 
Stop Gap, was held on the N orth  N o rfo lk  coast when 
the weather was very wet and windy. F o r  the second. 
Ex March Hare, it was dry and freezing cold. Both 
of these exercises were a test o f in itia tiv e  and  the 
more senior ranks ensured that the com forts fo r 
such conditions were readily a t hand.

Preparation for the presentation of new C olours 
by H.R.H. the Princess M argaret, in Ju ly , have been 
occupying a great deal of our tim e, and drill parades 
in snow storms caused some of the o ld er sweats to 
recall days gone by where conditions have been 
hotter or colder. The officers and sen io r N .C.O .s 
have had three weekends, a t fo rtn igh tly  intervals, of 
solid drill, practising the form  of parade, and it is 
very gratifying to say that we are  shap ing  up  well. 
The culmination of these prelim inary parades before 
Camp was the Inter Com pany D rill C om petition ,

The B rigade Rifle M eeting, w hich was also  held 
a t  T hetfo rd , w as not such a profitable day fo r us but 
the  Falling  P late  team  set up  the fantastic  tim e of 25 
seconds fro m  sta rt to  finish including the run down, 
w hich w ill tak e  som e beating by any team , and only 
ten  rounds w ere fired.

T he D istric t Rifle M eeting, held a t Colchester on 
28th/29th A p ril, saw m any of the m em bers trying 
th e ir  skill. T h e  w eather on the  Saturday was nice and 
b rig h t b u t a  cold  w ind did no t help the com petitors 
to  put up  as good a perform ance as we expected, 
bu t fo r  all th a t som e very creditable scores were 
ob tained. T h e  last two details had very difficult 
ligh t cond itions to  contend w ith as they did not finish 
firing until nearly  2000 hours.

T he evening was spent in Sobraon Barracks 
w here we w ere well looked after, and a very pleasant 
tim e was spen t by some of the m em bers in the 
G arriso n  Sergeants' Mess.

45



HUNTER & OLIVER (LIMITED)
Established 1776

W INE, SPIRIT, L IQ U E U R  and C IG A R  M E R C H A N T S B ottlers o f Ales and Stouts

Registered O ffices: 12-13  CORNHILL, BURY ST. EDMUNDS and at
Norw ich, Ely, Leiston, Huntingdon, Bishops Stortford,

N ewm arket, Sudbury, Saxm undham , Bungay, Thetford , B randon

Bonded Stores : Tayfen Road, Bury St. Edm unds O rders fo r Export under Bond undertaken

W H E N  V IS IT IN G  O R  S H O P P IN G  IN

N O R W I C H

The firms advertising in these pages are highly recommended 

and will be pleased to attend to your requirements or enquiries

D A R L O W  & CO.
8,  O R F O R D  H I L L ,  N O R W I C H

G U N  M A K E R S  C A R T R I D G E  L O A D E R S

Ix>aders of the well-known brand  “  O R F O R D  ’’
Exchanges made and Second-hand G uns Bought

REPAIRS BY E X PE R T  G U N  M EC H A N IC S A D V IC E GIVEN

16



Snndav started dull and cold but the Sten co m ­
petition was carried oil by R.Q.M .S. Barr, C ./Sgt. 
T u r n e r  and Sgt. Smith. C.S.M. B anthorpe cam e 
second in the Pistol event.

As always in these notes, congratu la tions a re  due 
to at least one member of the Mess. I his tim e 
there are several. First of all to Sgt. Sw eeney on 
the birth of his daughter Next to W O . II C ox on 
he award of his Long Service and G o o d  C o nduct 
Medal, and to Sgt. Leggett and Lee on the aw ard  of 
their T.A. Efficiency Medals.

Annual Camp this year is to be held  at Senny- 
bridge, South Wales, and prom ises to  be a %cr> 
interesting and enjoyable time. O u r social life  w.ll 
not be very hilarious owing to the t>pe of tra in in g  
we will be doing but at least a Mess d in n er w ith  all 
the trimmings has been arranged fo r  the first 
Thursday at camp.

Time once again to say our farew ells to a  few 
more members and we wish all the best of luck and 
good fortune to C/Sgt. Hunt who. on account ol age. 
had to leave us. To Sgt. M artin who. ow ing to  p ro ­
motion in his civvy job, could no longer lind tim e to 
continue to give us his support. l o  Sgt. Stevens. 
PS.I. “ D ” Company who has re jo ined  th e  1st 
Battalion. Lastly to Sgt. T urner who rejo ined th e  1st 
Battalion after a rest in civvy street of tw o years. W e 
all wish him luck and trust that it will not be long 
before he is once again a Mess member.

And so once more it is time to close down and 
we wish you all whereever you may be all the very- 
best until the next issue of this journal.

H.Q. COM PANY
The first event of any im portance th is year, as 

far as the Battalion was concerned was the n igh t 
scheme held in the area of Wells — llo lk h a m  — 
Burnham. Small groups of troops tried to p en etra te  
a line to reach the coast. It was to their c red it that 
many of these groups did manage to accom plish  th e ir  
task. They were robbed in some instances by fifth 
column agents, one of whom looked rem arkably  like 
a certain member of H.Q. Com pany H is d isgu ise  
was effected by the wearing of a  c lo th  cap  and 
“ civvy" raincoat, evidently it was m ost successful, 
as the Commander of “ C ” C om pany, a fte r b e in g  
accosted by this fellow, had no idea who he was. A 
certain sergeant attempting the same practice la te r  at 
night was captured whilst sheltering in a  te lephone  
booth. Such are the fortunes of war I

Later in January, we said farewell to Lt (  ol 
Flower, and welcomed to our midst Lt.-Col. R o b e rt­
son. We hope that his stay with us will be a h ap p y  
one. It certainly looks as though he will be busy , at 
least for the first six months of his tour W ith the 
presentation of new Colours com ing off in July, an d  
camp in May, there will be plenty to occupy his 
waking hours.

On the night of January 27th/28th. the C om pany  
ran a night scheme consisting of an M .T. convoy , 
and a compass and map reading m arch by sm all 
groups. The objective was the black hut on  T h e tfo rd  
f •? ,ran8e' When some of our happy w anderers 
tailed to show up after a reasonable tim e a sea rch  
was instituted. Eventually Ptes. H unt. Spoors and 
others were found proceeding in the general d irec tio n  
of Horsford range. The night was b itte rly  cold, bu t 
despite this, and working completely w ithou t cover.

the cooks nam ely Lt. Ayers, C/Sgt. T u rn er and Sgt.
I oil. served a hot meal to every man as he arrived 

at the rendezvous. These arrivals, we m ight add, 
were spread o v er a period  of two and a half hours.

In m id F eb ru ary  the first of the rehearsals for 
the C o lour P resen tation  took place. On this occasion 
onl> Officers and Senior N .C.O .s were concerned. 
There  was a n o th e r rehearsal in the sam e m onth for 
the sam e people.

In A pril the troops came in, and the first full 
rehearsal, together with a drill com petition was held. 
On this occasion , H.Q. Com pany proved how strong 
they were b> getting to the bottom  of the drill table 
and holding all the o ther com panies up. We make 
no apologies fo r this as m ost of our men are inex­
perienced and  very young. They are  how ever very 
keen and I'm  sure will com pare with anybody afte r a 
bit m ore train ing . We were, too, heavily com m itted 
on the C o lo u r parties which sapped o u r strength 
som ew hat A t least four of the six escorts required 
have been deta iled  from  H.Q.

On the c red it side fo r us. were the results o f the 
B attalion  rifle meeting. We won the C hina Cup. 
the Sten team  event, the L .M .G . pairs and the 
overall C ham pionsh ip . O ur “ B " team  were runners 
up in the C h ina  C up and o u r falling plate “ B ”  team 
reached the final o f their event. Cl Sgt. T u rn er won 
the Sten Ind iv idual closely followed by Sgt. Toll. The 
R Q .M .S . and Sgt. l o l l  took the L .M .G. pairs. 
C /Sgt. T u rn e r  cam e third in the Individual rifle 
event. L /C pl B anthorpe was runner up in the Young 
Soldier rille event and with Pte M illins was runner 
up in the Y.S. L .M .O pairs. A ltogether a very good 
show ing, particu la rly  011 the part of young soldiers.

A Brigade night exercise with ourselves and the 
Suffolk and  C am bridgeshire Regiment in defence 
against the 4th Essex and the 1st B edfordshire and 
H ertfo rd sh ire  Regim ent took place in M arch on that 
fam ilia r piece of ground at Stanford P.T.A. A 
num ber of cadets were also involved. It was again 
very cold but th is was offset to some extent by good 
ra tions, excellently  cooked by our forem ost exponents 
of the num ber four burner A ltogether four meals 
were put ou t in a period of twelve hours which 
m eant a lot of hard work. Some m em bers of the 
C om pany  found  themselves working as norm al 
infantry  w hich ra ther shook them. Sgt. Burrell took 
out a patro l d u rin g  the night but the patrol returned 
w ithou t its com m ander, the report being that he had 
been cap tured  L ater he returned, denying strongly 
that he had been taken, but could give no satisfactory 
account of his actions. M eanwhile back at “ B ” 
E chelon a certa in  regular Q uarterm aster, w ho shall 
be nam eless, was lying cocooned in twenty blankets 
w ith a hot w ater bottle a t his f e e t—this is soldiering 
in the field. H e adm itted  later that although he was 
warm  he did have difficulty in breathing due to the 
weight o f b lankets

Soon a fte r  daybreak a recce party was sent out 
to ascertain  the w hereabouts of the enemy. The two 
people concerned  were the Com pany C om m ander and 
the R.Q.M .S. A m ore unlikely battle  com bination  
hardly  seems possible. H ow ever thev did what was 
expected of them  and shot up the Bedfordshires and 
H ertfo rd sh ires with thunderfiashes at the same time. 
Sgt. Savage, w ho was “ get awav man ” on a m otor 
cycle m anaged his part excellently but was surprised 
to find that the recce party  had arrived at B attalion 
H.Q. before him .
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Since our last notes we have had an  active life 
both socially and m ilitarily. The period commenced 
w ith the Company D inner w hich proved a great 
success, some 70 m embers and guests being in 
atttendance. We were pleased to  welcome two form er 
members of the Com pany, Capt. F. A. Powell and Lt.
F . Ayers. The evening gave us the opportunity  to 
bid farewell to Lt.-Col. and Mrs. Flower. Dancing 
was to the Resident Band at the Sandringham  Hotel 
and Mr. E. A. Lees acted as M.C. The entire evening 
was voted to be the best yet.

O ur Social Club has been m ore active recently 
and we have had a num ber of dart m atches against 
local clubs. We have just had a grand Social Even­
ing when Sgt. Sweeney, having “ bunged up ” all and 
sundry, disposed of some 50 prizes. We thank him  
for all his efforts. He did the whole of the organis­
ation but did not m anage to w in quite all the prizes.

“ A ” COMPANY evening D rill n ights w ith the em phasis on the forth­
com ing C olour Presentation a t Norwich. We are verv 
pleased with ourselves, fo r  having won the Drill 
C om petition  jo in tly  w ith “ B ” Com pany, and now 
look forw ard  to having the honour of being Escort 
to the C olours on the Parade. W hen we have knocked 
off all the raw  edges we hope we shall acquit our­
selves in true “ A  ” Com pany fashion. Hard work 
and m axim um  attendance will help to achieve the 
standard  needed.

We have to  report the departures of quite a few 
of o u r stalw arts to the 1st East Anglian Regiment 
and we wish G od speed and continued success to Sgt 
Ben T urner, L /C pl. T ony Amis, Pte. Bob Seaman and 
Pte. T ony  T urner. We know their leaving us will not 
sever o u r acquain ta ince and we hope to  see ail of 
them  w henever they are hom e.

M easuring ou r gains against losses, we welcome 
to the C om pany Ptes. Pulfer, Reddin, Tiddy, Wallace,

M ajor C ousins meets a friend  during  an A dventure T rain ing  Exercise.

T raining has proved interesting and one of the 
events which will be long remem bered is the Com pany 
week-end based on the Beccles T.A.C. M aking a 
m ap of the uncharted aerodrom e at E llough proved 
a form idable task and. when we came to use these 
m aps during the evening, we learned the true value 
of the work done by O rdnance Survey. On the 
Sunday, we had a m ap reading in itiative  test in  w hich 
everyone acquitted themselves very well. C ongratu­
lations to Ptes. R. Amis and R. Seaman who had the 
highest score, followed by Pte. H. Am is and R ecruit 
Pulfer.

A t the Battalion Shoot, Sgt. Ben T urner obtained 
the 2nd highest score and also shared the Pool Bull. 
He and Pte Polkey represented the Battalion a t the 
Divisional Com petition. T he Com pany Falling P la te  
team had hard luck when they were knocked ou t by 
the eventual winners.

T raining has continued as usual on ou r T hursday
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C arter and  Barnes, and last, bu t by no means least, 
we are  pleased to welcome Sgt. Jacobs of 1st East 
A nglian R egim ent who joined us only this week.

T hese  notes w ould no t be complete without ex­
tending congratu lations to Lt. and Mrs. Warrington 
and to  C/Sgt. and M rs. Am is on their recent happy 
events, each adding a  daughter to their strength. It 
is rum oured  th a t C/Sgt. Am is is intending to start a 
W .R.A .C . C om pany in the near fu ture  now that all 
his m ale contingent is absorbed.

W e now look  forw ard  to C am p when, if reports 
are true , a very good period should be spent amongst 
the W elshm en.

“  B ” CO M PA N Y
It is custom ary to  th ink  th a t arm ies retire into 

w inter quarters, but no t so the T .A. Despite one of 
the longest draw n out w inters on record we have been 
as busy as ever.



On the training side, tnere were two no tab le  
occasions, the Battalion Exercise “ S top  G a p ” on 
the week-end I3th/14th January  and  the B rigade 
Exercise “ March H are,” 24th/25th M arch ; b o th  
were well attended and enjoyed, desp ite  extrem e 
adverse weather conditions, particu larly  on “ S top  
Gap,” an escape and evasion exercise w hich to o k  
place in the Burnham M arket and W ells a rea  ; a 
piece of country that was new to  m any. “ M arch 
Hare ” took place on fam iliar ground in the S.P.T.A. 
and was notable for one of the coldest nights o f  the 
winter, despite, or perhaps because of th e  cold there  
was some good and agressive patrolling.

We would like to m ake two points ab o u t w in ter 
exercises of this nature. East Anglia is a cold part 
of the country. To this we are accustom ed, and  the 
Norfolk man is as tough as they come. H ow ever, it 
is high time that the T.A. was issued w ith p ro p er 
cold weather clothing and equipm ent. T he reply  
always given is that stocks are not availab le  fo r issue; 
yet it is understood that one un it in the  Brigade has 
purchased sufficient com bat clo th ing  fro m  G o v e rn ­
ment surplus stores to  fit itself out. T h is  reflects 
very badly on the m odem  stream lined A rm y, to  w hich 
we are supposed to belong.

Secondly, the duration of these exercises is of 
necessity short and it is essential that they  should  be 
stage managed and um pired so that everyone is 
involved.

Our congratulations go to the Q.M . and  his cooks 
for looking after us so well on  both occasions.

It is now no longer a secret that H .R .H . Princess 
Margaret is to present New C olours in the sum m er 
and preparations proceed apace. It reflects g iea t 
credit on the Company and Sgt. M artin  as an  in struc­
tor that “ B ” Company has been selected to  find 
half of No. 1 Guard.

Don’t get too complacent though, the drill and 
keenness are good but the turn  ou t o f som e m em bers 
is still not as high as it ought to be.

We have also been busy in the shooting  w orld, 
and are pleased that last y ea r’s num erous 
attendances on the range are  beginning to  b ear fru it. 
The standard of shooting is definitely im proving  and 
we would particularly like to  congratu la te  Ptes. Bussey
B. and Somerton who won places in the B attalion 
team. Somerton did particularly  well to  take second 
prize in the Battalion Young Soldiers S.M .C. shoot 
and third prize at the Divisional M eeting.

There is little else to say, bu t we should like  to 
congratulate the following on their well earned 
prom otions:—

Sgt. Todd, Cpl. Reed and L /C pl. Bloom.
We should also like to  welcom e the follow ing 

new faces, Ptes. W arner and Brett b o th  ex-N.S. men 
and P.T. experts, Brett having been a  m em ber o f  the 
R A F. display team at Olym pia. Pte. Ebbs, ex P a ra ­
chute Regiment C o o k ; and stra igh t from  til iv ia n  
life, Ptes. Benefer, Eglan, Finney, T ay lo r and Jary .

We also have to say farewell to  Ptes. W ood, 
Lock and Baber who have enlisted in th e  R eg u la r 
Army, and Pte. Davies who has left the  d istric t and 
has transferred to 125 C orps R egim ent R oyal 
Engineers.

Finally we would like to congratu la te  Pte W ells 
k ? J r Sf ^ Ce!1? m am age and Pte. Bussey S. on  the 
birth of the biggest Bussey to date.

O .C ...................................  M aj. P. W. Raywood
2 i/c ......................................  Capt. J. B. Slater
C .S .M .....................................  C.S.M . P. H ew ett
C /Sgt........................................... C/Sgt. E. E llio tt
P .s . l ........................................ W.O. II A. F. Cox

Since the beginning of the year up  to the tim e 
of w riting  these notes in M ay there  have been very 
few w eek-ends that have no t included some m em ber 
o f th is C om pany . Well done the wives.

O ur A nnual D inner was held once again in the 
“  D o ric  C lu b  ” a t A ttleborough and  a  very enjoyable  
event was had  by all. Next year the d inner w ill be 
held in N orw ich  so now the N orw ich m em bers m ust 
s ta rt look ing  fo r a su itable place that will be large 
enough to  accom m odate ou r ever increasing num bers.

On 13 th /14th January , some of the C om pany took 
p a rt in E xercise S top G ap  on the N orth  N orfo lk  
coast, de ta ils  of this exercise could be found on the 
fro n t page o f  the  “ D aily  M ail ” on the follow ing 
M onday. Sgt. N ollo th  and Pte. Budrey wore a p a ir 
o f  boots o u t and  slept, no, rested, in  an  ecclesiastical 
build ing .

T w o range days have been held, 4th F eb ru ary  at 
H orsford  w here  we fired the  Range C ourse and  4th 
M arch on the  30 yards Range in p reparation  fo r the 
B attalion Rifle M eeting that was held a t T h etfo rd  on 
17 th /l8 th  M arch. Sgt. R ider won the Indiv idual 
Rifle event in the B attalion Shoot which was a very 
good effort as he has not taken part in com petition  
shooting  fo r som e tim e and. also, he had no t zeroed 
h is  rifle. P tes. G ran t and H aynes took the prize for 
the  Y oung Soldiers Bren Pairs bu t the least said 
ab o u t th is the  better. It is doubtfu l if such a score 
has ever w on th is prize before. T he C hina C up  
team  had  h a rd  luck, having one Bren Snap target 
th a t w ould no t come down. The Falling Plate team s 
had  a good run fo r their m oney bu t could no t quite  
m ake the  final. Well done, “ D  ”  C om pany, fo r 
w inning th is event against the favourites, “ H .Q .” 
C om pany. It was unfortunate  that L/Cpl. R oberts 
had  flu  and  w as unable to  attend and take p a rt in 
the  m eeting.

T he B rigade Exercise “  M arch H are "  was held 
on  24th/25th M arch. “ C ” Com pany w ho provided 
the  3in. M o rta r  Section put in some very hard  work 
digging m o rta r  pits and even if they were not in  the 
best place y o u r efforts were not ignored by som e of 
the  sen io r officers who passed som e favourable  com ­
m ents. lt w as a very cold night but som e valuable 
lessons w ere learnt by all.

Sgt. Eke. Cpl. V incent. L /Cpl. R oberts and  Pte. 
Bean took  p a r t in a  Rally C om petition  run by the 
R.A.S.C. on  the 30th M arch /ls t A pril. T he course 
covered som e 250 miles. Sgt. E ke 's  vehicle com pleted 
the  course bu t L /C pl. R oberts had  gear box trouble  
only a few m iles from  hom e and had to re tire  from  
the com petition  ; up  to th a t tim e he had lost very 
few points indeed and m ight well have won.

T he D rill C om petition  to  select the No. 1 G uard  
fo r the p resen tation  o f New C olours on July the  8th 
was won by a com bined guard from  “  A ” and “ B ” 
C om panies. O ur position  of second in  the com pet­
ition  was a very good try by all ranks but no t quite 
good enough. T here  was a very good a ttendance fo r 
th is parade and  everybody w orked extrem ely hard. 
Pte. Budrey won the prize fo r  the best tu rned  out 
so ld ier in  th e  C om pany.

“ C ” COMPANY
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We welcome to the C om pany Pies. Stannard , 
Constable and Goldsmith and hope th a t their stay 
with us will be a long and happy one. We say 
Boodbye to  our K angaroo Officer from  D ow n U nder. 
Lt H arding who has moved to London to practise 
the a rt of extracting teeth. We wish h im  and Mrs. 
Harding good luck and hope his experience with an 
English T.A. unit will be o f use to him  when he 
returns to Australia.

“ D ” CO M PA N Y

The week-end exercise “ M arch H are ” took place 
on what was probably the coldest night o f the year. 
" D ” Company, assisted by the C adets fro m  Faken- 
ham, occupied a  platoon position up  a t the  “ sharp  
end.” The early part of the scheme was rem arkable 
in that we were given enough tim e to  dig in  and the 
soil being soft and sandy, com fortable “ k ipp ing  holes" 
were completed by “ stand-to.” T he cynics thought 
that this clearly indicated that we would no t have an 
opportunity to sleep in them . It seems that the 
wicked fairy who watches over the C om pany was 
on leave, and we were able to  shiver in  a  peace 
broken only by the chattering of teeth. O u r standing 
patrols had a quiet night as well, but, again, the 
cynics refused to believe that ou r luck  could ho ld  : 
they became convinced that the enem y had called 
the exercise off and gone hom e, leaving the  freezing 
night to “ D ” Company alone ! T he op tim ists m ight 
have believed this theory bu t fo r the excellent food 
which kept coming forw ard. A t “ stand-to ," an 
eager and warlike group peered in to  the icy m ist fo r 
the expected dawn attack. They were still peering 
three hours later and everybody was convinced that 
the cynics were to be proven right. T he arriva l of 
the enemy was not a  surprise when it m aterialised , 
“ intelligence” reports had already given half an 
hour’s warning. Perhaps it was these reports, per­
haps the peace of the previous night, b u t when they 
did arrive they were greeted by a fu rious barrage  of 
blank. Sgt. Adams, who was a t  C om pany  H.Q.. 
remarked that the enemy seemed very gentlem anly. 
Most of them wished him “ G ood m orn ing  ” and did 
not seem to object to his wireless requests fo r  “  sit 
reps ” from the platoons on the flanks !

The Company has taken qu ite  a  nau tical turn  
recently. Three double canoes a re  being constructed 
for sporting and m ilitary purposes. A great rush is 
in progress to finish them before cam p. Last weekend 
some canoes were tried out on a nearby  river. It 
would be nice to report th a t several people fell in. 
but it seems that naval blood runs in o u r  veins, and 
even the Company Com m ander survived the unusual 
hazards of his trip.

Shooting in the Com pany has taken an  upward 
turn. L/Cpl. Ottaway, Pte. Bush and  Pte. T ay lo r 
have taken part in the B attalion team . A t the 
Battalion Competition, we m anaged to  wrest the 
“ Falling Plate ” from the crafty  ancien ts o f  H.Q. 
Company, while Taylor won a Y oung Sold iers ' Cup. 
He won a half pint tankard a t th e  B rigade Shoot but 
though he tells us that he knows w hat it is for. he 
does not know what he won it fo r. H ow  casual can 
one g e t! An old cup, hostage from  a previous 
administration inspection was found in a dark cup­
board and it was decided to  hold regu lar .22 shoots. 
Pte. Seabrook won it, while an exchange of ale in 
the bar afterwards seemed to indicate th a t the officers 
nad been holding their own private com petition .

Since the last issue, Sgt. Eagle has taken a job 
in the  south, and  Cpl. DufT has left us. A noisy 
social evening gave them  both a grand send-off.

T h e  plans fo r the New Drill H all have been 
exhibited  a t D ereham . l t  is very palatial, a cross 
betw een a  new  secondary m odern school and  the 
W aldorf A storia . I t  should be w orth the several 
m onths th a t we will have to live in the garages. (Our 
location  du rin g  the dem olition  and reconstruction is 
given to c rush  the suggestions put abou t by other 
com panies as to  where we ought to go !)•

A “ R ecru iting  Evening ” was held recently 
w hich created  a  great deal o f  interest. In case ou r 
East A nglian  friends th ink th a t large num bers of 
recruits slipped through their fingers, we hasten to 
say the  am o u n t of interest and the num ber of recruits 
was in unequal proportions. We feel th a t the effort 
was a  success and  we are  still hoping.

THE SUFFOLK AND 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE REGIMENT 

(T.A.)

G E N E R A L  NO TES
W hen th is issue of the “ B ritannia & Castle ” 

com es ou t L ieut.-C ol. P. D. Storie-Pugh will be in 
his last w eeks of com m and before handing over to 
M a jo r C. C. W ells.

Col. P e ter assum ed com m and of the  1st B attalion 
the C am bridgesh ire  Regim ent in Septem ber, 1959, 
little  realising  a t that tim e w hat an upheaval he was 
to  have d u rin g  his period  of com m and. G reat credit 
m ust be given to  him  and the staff of both Battalions 
fo r the way in  w hich the am algam ation  went.

H aving go t the am algam ation  off to a  good start 
C ol. Peter m ade qu ite  sure that this was kept up. His 
task  has n o t been easy as he lives 70 m iles from  
B attalion  H eadquarters and has 13 T errito ria l Army 
centres sp read  ou t over the length and breadth  of 
Suffolk and  C am bridgeshire and the Isle of Ely. 
H ow ever, he  has given up nearly every week-end in 
the year plus a  great m any evenings so that he could 
get a round  th e  B attalion area and see that everything 
w as progressing satisfactorily.

T he B atta lion  has a great deal to  thank  Col. 
P eter fo r and  all ranks wish he and Mrs. Storie-Pugh 
the  very best o f good fortune fo r the future.

W e do  h ear th a t he may be donning a red hat 
as deputy  com m ander, in which case we shall cer­
tain ly  have som eone at Brigade H eadquarters who is 
very fitted to  look a fte r o u r interests.

M ajor W ells was com m issioned in to the Suffolk 
R egim ent in 1939 and proceeded w ith 5th Battalion 
to  M alaya, w here, like m any others o f that Battalion 
he was cap tu red  by the Japanese and spent the  rest 
of the w ar as a prisoner-of-w ar. On his re tu rn  from  
the  w ar he to o k  up  an  appoin tm ent with the Arm y
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Cadet Force and finished up by com m anding a C adet 
Battalion. In 1950 he rejoined the T errito ria l Arm y 
and came to 4th Suffolk with whom  he served until 
amalgamation, when he took  over as second-in- 
command to the new regiment. In his civil capacity 
he is a solicitor in Sudbury and also a county 
councillor.

We all hope that M ajor and Mrs. Wells will have 
a very pleasant tour with the Battalion.

Regimental Sergeant M ajor.
Also at the tim e this issue is published R.S.M. 

Hazelwood will be leaving the T.A. after a three year 
tour. During his lo u r he has not only been the 
R.S.M, to the Battalion but also W eapon T rain ing 
Officer, where our shooting successes during the past 
two years speak for themselves. He has also fo r long 
periods been entirely responsible for the pay of the 
Battalion, which is no easy task in the T.A.

He very soon adapted him self to the life of the 
T.A. and has been of very great assistance to all 
ranks of the Battalion, nothing being too much 
trouble for him. A t the difficult period of am al­
gamation he was a tower of strength to the Battalion, 
especially in the Sergeants’ Mess where no difficulties 
arose a t all.

All ranks of the B attalion have a great deal to 
thank R.S.M. Hazelwood fo r and they all wish him  
and Mrs. Hazelwood the best of good fortune fo r 
the future.

Review.
The first year in the life of the new Regim ent 

has now gone by and looking back on it, all ranks 
must be congratulated on the successes that have been 
obtained during this year. N o t only have m any 
training successes been achieved but also all the 
countless problems that arise ou t of an am algam ation 
have all been settled and a satisfactory outcom e has 
been arrived at. All regim ental problem s are now 
solved, our Colours have been approved and the new 
cap badge awaits the approval of Her Majesty the 
Queen, before going into production. The only 
outstanding point is, what our abbreviated title  is to  
be, but after consultation w ith the Colonel o f the 
Regiment, it was decided to ask  the W ar Office to 
approve “ S.C.” as our abbreviated title, but nothing 
has yet been heard.

Am algamation was an ideal tim e to rid ourselves 
of the “ dead wood ” that bo th  B attalions were 
carrying and make sure that each man in the 
Battalion not only has a job to  do bu t that he was 
of the right age and efficiency to do it, and th is has 
now been done. A great deal o f training has been 
carried out during the year and in fact, we used up 
our allocation of training days and had to borrow  
from  the Brigade pool.

M any young people are  joining the B attalion, 
mostly because they want to soldier and therefore all 
training must be made as tough and realistic as 
possible.

1st East Anglian Regiment.
We were sorry to see the 1st East Anglian 

Regiment depart fo r British G uiana, as they had been 
a tremendous help to us in m any ways. We hope, 
however, that they are enjoying their spell in hot 
climates and look forward to  seeing them back. A 
small but steady trickle of recruits still go from  the 
Battalion to 1st East Anglian Regiment.

R ecruiting.

T he B atta lion  figures are still constant 
strength now being 470 but it is hoped to be ahle t„ 
get to the  500 m ark  before long.

Brigade Rifle M eeting.
T he B attalion  fielded a strong team at th» 

Brigade Rifle M eeting and fo r the second vlar 
running cam e away with the Brigade Small Arm 
C ham pionsh ip  Shield. O ther results were

W inners— Q ueen M ary 
Volongdis 
China Cup.

Ind iv idual— Brigade C ham pion : L/Cpl. Hard­
m an, “ C ” Com pany.

L .M .G .— Brigade C ham pion P a ir: Sgt Pollen 
H  Q- C om pany, Cpl. Oxford, H.Q. Company!

Brigade Y oung S o ld iers : L/Cpl. Burgess, “ D ” 
Com pany.

C ham pion  P a ir :  Pte. C larke, “ D ” Company.
Sgt. Pollen’s and Cpl. O xford’s score of 79 out 

of a  possible 80 is w orthy of mention.

D ivisional Rifle M eeting.
W ith  the good result fo r the Brigade Meeting 

we had high hopes fo r the Divisional Shoot and 
a lthough we cam e equal fourth  with H.A.C. (Inf.) 
out o f sixteen units, overall we had no actual 
w inners. C ongratu la tions to the Bedfordshire and 
H ertfo rdsh ire  Regim ent who came third overall.
54 (E.A.) D ivisional Boxing Championships.

T he B attalion had five entries in the Divisional 
Boxing C ham pionship .

Pte. Price— “ C ” Com pany—won, 1st round 
knock-out.

Pte. W oodw ard— Band—lost on points.
Pte. M achen— H.Q. Com pany—won. technical 

knock-out.
Pte. H ow lett—“ A ” Com pany—walk over.
Pte. H ow lett— “ D ” Com pany—walk over.

A ll except W oodw ard have been selected to 
represent the D ivision in the T.A. Boxing Champion­
ships.

Civil Defence.
F o r the past four m onths the Battalion has been 

train ing  hard  in p reparation  fo r our annual camp 
which is to be a t the A rm y School of Civil Defence 
a t M illom  from  the 16th— 30th June. Our task has 
been m ade m uch easier due to two factors. Firstly, 
all the Perm anent Staff Instructors went on a course 
at M illom  and cam e back well versed to instruct in 
civil defence and secondly, the civil defence author­
ities them selves. All the civil defence officers and 
their staff in Suffolk and Cam bridgeshire have been 
of im m ense help  and w ithout them we would not 
have been able to get the B attalion trained to the 
standard  requ ired  fo r cam p. It is adm itted that the 
T errito ria l A rm y m ust take a part in civil defence 
but it is only in the last few weeks that we have been 
given the  basic m im im um  of equipm ent to carry out 
our task  and w ithout the equipm ent loaned to us by 
the civil defence we would not have got by. They 
have also been very helpful in letting us use their 
train ing  grounds, of w hich the m ilitary have none at 
present and it w ould seem that there is not much 
hope fo r  the future.
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The “ Ever Readies ” in training. T op. Sgt. Brow n; 
centre. Pte. Harwood ; bottom , L Cpl. C om ush.

“ Ever Readies."
Much has been written about the "E ver R ead ies” 

in the popular press and after a confusing  start the 
scheme has got under way. The Battalion a llo tm ent 
is one officer, one sergeant and fifty rank-and-file. So 
far we have had thirty-five applicants, who will be 
put through a Battalion selection board  on the 19th 
and 20th of May. The “ Ever R eady ”  scheme 
should have a very good effect on the B atta lion  and 
the Territorial Army as a whole as it should provoke 
a higher standard of training throughout.

Leiston Territorial Army Centre.
The new Territorial Arms C entre a t Leiston has 

at last been started and if all goes well ii should  be 
completed early in 1963, when we shall be lucky 
enough to have one of the most m odern T errito ria l 
Army Centres in Eastern Com mand.

Addenbrookes Hospital.
Her Majesty the Queen is to open the new 

hospital in Cambridge on M onday, 28th M ay and 
the Band of the Regiment has the h onour o f p laying 
on this occasion.

Personalities.
M ajor H. D. Sutor has taken over com m and of

H.Q. C om pany vice M ajor R. C. Smyth, who is 
second-in-com m and designate. C aptain P. Leach has 
resigned his com m ission owing to increased business. 
We wish C ap ta in  and Mrs. Leach the best of good 
fo rtune fo r the fu tu re  and would like to  thank him 
for all he has done fo r the Regiment and the T.A. 
C entre  at Ely in particular. Lieut. W. Keatley replaces 
him  as second-in-com m and, “ B ” Com pany and is 
prom oted to captain . Lieut. P. F. C atchpole who 
has served w ith both I Suffolk and 4 Suffolk has 
returned to the area and has rejoined the Regiment 
at Low estoft.

T he follow ing prom otions have been m ade during 
the curren t q u a rte r :

Cpl. M illdow n to Sgt. C ” Com pany.
Cpl. D aines to Sgt. D ” Com pany.
Cpl. Ciolder to Sgt. D  ” Com pany.
Cpl. R ichardson  (ex P.S.I.) to Sgt. — “ D ” 

C om pany.
D uring the period we are  sorrv to loose

Sgt. H aw es— H.Q. Com pany.
Sgt. V allance— “ D ” Com pany.
Sgt. M ingay—“ D ” Com pany.

W .O. II. Keeble has transferred to the Royal 
A rm y Pay ( d i p s  so that he can give us the benefit 
of his experience from  the Brigade D epot Pay Office, 
w here he w orks

t he Perm anent Staff Instructor of “ D ” Com ­
pany. W .O. II. Jones, has left us for the M .Q .A .S. 
C hester and he has been replaced by W.O. II. Drew- 
from  “ A ” C om pany, who will spend a few m onths 
at Low estoft before  being replaced by W.O. II. 
D ow nes, who is at present in British Ciuiana. W.O. 
II. T ow nley w ho was a special recruiter for the 1st 
E ast A nglian Regim ent has taken over from W.O. II. 
Drew at W isbech, which was his recruiting area, a 
m ost satisfactory  arrangem ent for us.

O bituary .
In the last issue we recorded that Sgt. Em m erson 

had to leave the T errito ria l Arm y on medical grounds. 
We are sorry  to have to report that he died shortly 
afterw ards in the East Suffolk Hospital. Sgt. E m m er­
son was a very long serving T errier and spent the 
war years as a P.O.W. On his return from  the war 
he re tu rned  to “ C ” C om pany at Leiston where he 
has been until his recent retirem ent. To his wife 
and fam ily we offer o u r condolences.

We are  also  sorry to record that Pte Andrews 
of " D ” C om pany  died  from  the result of a m otor 
accident. T o  his wife we offer our condolences.

O F F IC E R S ' M ESS
Since o u r last co n tribu tion  to the G azette, the 

Mess has had a com paratively quiet time. The only 
Mess function  has been a " D in n e r  N ig h t"  held at 
The R utland  A rm s H otel, N ew m arket, in January 
when th irty  officers were present, and we had as our 
principal guest. B rigadier A. E. H arding. O.B.E.. 
M.C., E .R .D .. o u r Brigade Com m ander. At this time, 
we took  the o p p o rtu n ity  of “ D ining Out ” M ajor 
W alls M ayhew , and C aptain  Tons Biddle, who both 
officially left the B attalion at the end of Decem ber 
1961. “ W ally ”  and his seemingly unending reper­
toire of Suffolk stories will be sadly missed at Mess 
fu n c tio n s ; how ever we hope to see them  both
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frequently  at the Officers’ C lu b  “ get togethers.” 
A nother officer w ho has left u s  is C ap ta in  Paul 
Leach. We have no t yet had  the  o pportun ity  of 
dining him  out, bu t never fear, P au l, everyth ing comes 
to  him  who waits !

T he following officers have jo in ed  the Battalion, 
and we would like to take th is o p p o rtu n ity  of wel­
coming them to the Mess—L ieu ts. J. C. C lem ents 
(B Com pany), P. F. C atchpole (D  C om pany) and
G. A. Jones (H.Q. Com pany). C h ris to p h er W right 
has also returned from  abroad , an d  re jo ined  the fold 
as an active m em ber of the B attalion .

T he Suffolk and C am bridgesh ire  Regim ent 
Officers’ Club, which was in the  process o f form ing 
when we last went to press, is now  a going concern, 
and holds its first A nnual D in n e r a t the  M asonic 
Hall, Newm arket, on  F riday , 1st June. The C lub is 
open to  all ex-Officers of the  o ld  4th and 5th 
Battalions The Suffolk R egim ent (T.A.), and 1st and 
2nd B attalions The C am bridgesh ire  R egim ent (T.A.), 
together with serving Officers o f  the Suffolk and 
C am bridgeshire Regim ent.

T he response from  ex-Officers has been very 
good, and we are expecting som eth ing  betw een sixty 
and seventy officers to a ttend the first d inner. Should 
any ex-Officer not have received notification  of the 
form ing of the club, they can a p p ly  fo r details to :—

T he Secretary—C apta in  J. S. C ook.
63 Lichfield Road,

C am bridge.
Treasurer— M ajor M. H. V inden,

The Fawns,
Rushm ere.

Nr. Ipsw ich, SufTolk.

M ajor Derek Sach has taken  over the duties of 
P.M.C. from  M ajor D uncan Sutor, and the follow ing 
Officers have been nom inated  to  fo rm  the Mess 
Com m ittee—they are  published in the  G azette  just 
in case any of them  have fa iled  to  read Part 1 
O rders !

Mess Secretary : Capt. R. S. H ollins.

M em bers : M ajor H. D. S u to r. Capt. D. I. 
Bradford, Capt. W. H. Keatley.

Annual Cam p is now loom ing  on the horizon ; 
this year we go from  16th to 30th Ju n e  to  M illom  in 
Cum berland. For us it is a  C iv il D efence T rain ing  
Camp, so First A id and L ight Rescue (very light 
rescue we hope fo r the officers) is the o rder of the 
day. The Officers’ Mess has th e  d o u b tfu l privilege 
of being the only people under canvas a t cam p ; this, 
considering the known ra infall average in the Lake 
D istrict, is not one of the bette r officer perks ! O ur 
T rain ing  Officer, R ichard W ilson, is know n to be 
susceptible to “ nervous com pla in ts ” a f te r  seven days 
continuous contact with the  T .A. H ow ever, th is year 
he w ill be in good hands, w ith  th irty  eager F irst 
A iders in the Mess.

Before closing, we w ould like  to congratulate 
Bob and Ann Brashaw on the b ir th  o f a  son— th at's  
one way of producing T.A. V olunteers. We under­
stand that a fu rther add ition  to  the fam ily  of Roy 
and Betty Kem p is expected in the n ea r fu ture, so 
it would seem that a lthough th e  M ess has had a 
quiet period over the past m onths, certa in  senior 
officers have been busy.

T he beginning of th e  year h as seen som e changes 
w ith in  our num bers. T he C om pany C om m ander, 
having gone on to  h igher things has been replaced 
by M ajo r D . Sutor, and  we w ish them  every success 
in th e ir  new appointm ents.

T ra in in g  fo r the last fo u r m onths has been 
varied  w ith the probable  h ighlight being the Brigade 
Exercise in M arch. W hile m ost o f the C om pany 
were occupied during the n igh t in  defence, the 
A ssault Pioneers busied about th e ir  m ine-laying tasks 
only to be rudely in te rrup ted  by an  enem y night 
patro l w hich left ra ther m ore quickly  th an  it cam e.

W ith the  fo rm ation  of a strong  en terta inm ents 
com m ittee, social activities a t  Ipsw ich have been 
“ sw inging.” Two very enjoyable evenings were held 
w hen the Dock L abour Club challenged us to  .22 
shoot, darts m atch and the  “ T w ist.” W ho won the 
la tter is still undecided.

O ver a t  Bury St. Edm unds, the  detachm ent, now 
led by Lt. Jones form  the In telligence Section, and 
drill n ights are m ostly spent poring  o ver m aps and 
m odels (cloth type). T h e  Brigade E xercise was the 
first action  in  which the  Section took  p a rt, when Sgt. 
Pollen and CpI. Johnson were engaged w ith the  I.O. 
for the first time. Sgt. Pollen co n tinues to  sh ine w ith 
the C om pany and Battalion shooting  team s. D uring  
the E aster week-end Sgt. Pollen, Sgt. Jay  and Cpl. 
Johnson gave valuable assistance to  the  local A .C.F. 
at Pakefield. (W hat is th is  we h ear ab o u t Cpl. Jo h n ­
son losing his pants ? D id  he m ake ligh t w ork  of it?) 
We w ould like to congratu la te  Pte. M achen on 
w inning his fight a t the D ivisional Boxing C h am p io n ­
ships.

A t Stow m arket the main news seem s to be the  
cam paign to  step up th e  social activ ities in the  D rill 
Hall. T h is follow s from  the dance  we held  earlie r in 
the year and will, we hope, lead  to v isito rs com ing 
in ; the unsuspecting ones signing en listm ent form s. 
We have started a bar to  satisfy ou r th irs ty  m em bers 
(no nam es m entioned). The D rill H all is the ideal 
size fo r five-a-side football so we are  go ing  to  prac­
tise hard  before challenging local team s o r team s from  
o th er drill halls. Deck hockey, unarm ed com bat and 
boxing have also been suggested by th e  m ore vicious 
people, these activities being substitu ted  on T hursday 
evenings to replace the old F riday  “ rec n igh t."  We 
hope to hold one social evening each m onth  when 
an extra  effort to a ttrac t v isitors will be made.

On the weekend o f M arch 17 th /l8 th  we cam ped 
at R am sholt and had an  instructive an d  enjoyable 
tim e in spite of 18 degrees of fro st d u rin g  th e  night. 
W aterm ansh ip  was practised by  day, an d  patro lling  
exercise by night and now  aw ait the o p p o rtu n ity  to 
show the  B attalion ou r prowess on  the  w a ter during  
an assault river crossing. Cpl. T a it fro m  th e  A.C.C. 
fed us extrem ely well an d  the p rox im ity  o f the R am ­
sholt A rm s ensured th a t we w ere inw ardly prepared  
to face the adverse w eather. CpI. O xford , L/Cpl. 
H arvey and Pte. Ja rred  are to  be  congratu la ted  on 
th e ir perform ance in th e  B attalion S hooting  Team , 
th e ir  efforts partly ensuring a good  w in a t the  Brigade 
M eeting and  being well placed in th e  D ivisional 
Shoot. We welcome Messrs. H iro n  and  R ednall who 
have recently joined us and are  being indoctrinated  
in the  basic arts of soldiering b e fo re  s ta rtin g  ou t as 
Assault Pioneers.

At the tim e of w riting , the Ipsw ich contingent, 
com m only known as the K rem lin  (som ething to  do 
w ith the big “ brass ”  o f the C om pany) are  a t full

HEADQUARTER COMPANY
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Exercise W aler N ym ph— No. 1 P latoon launch  th e ir  assault boat.

stretch train ing a  team  fo r the  ( ia d d  T rophy . Nearly 
everyone who attends regularly is em ployed in this 
venture, e ith e r instructing  o r be ing  instructed thus 
ensuring that we end up very h ig h  in the com p eti­
tion. As half of our team have recently been 
recruited it bodes well fo r the sp ir it  and confidence 
of the Com pany that our hopes rest on som e o f our 
youngest m em bers

We have been well represen ted  in the B atta lion  
shooting team  by S/Sgt. B arnard . Sgts. M owle, H am ­
m ond and K ing. Cpl. A llum  an d  L/Cpl. Fram pton . 
all of whom are  to  be congratu la ted  on th e ir shooting  
and keenness they have show n on  nearlv every week 
end m orning, including Easter, fo r  the past m onths. 
Indeed, it is only th is week end practice  th a t m akes 
good results possible, and thanks a re  also due to  the 
num erous people in o ther departm ents of th e  C om ­
pany who drive the trucks and organise  and supply 
am m unition ; a  few jobs am ong  the m any.

We w ould like to take  this o p p o rtu n ity  o f  w el­
coming D river K ing, Ptes. D u rn an . Jolly , Keen, 
Allison, C herry, B annantyne and Boy F ram pton  (chip  
off the old F ram pton  block) and hope  that th e irs  will 
be a  happy and enjoyable stay w ith  us. C o n g ra tu ­
lations a re  also due to Cpl. a n d  Mrs. D edm an on 
their recent fam ily add ition , an d  last bu t no t least, 
it is certainly good to see the speedy recovery and 
return to health  of O .R.Q.M .S. R ace  and ex-W .O. II. 
Smith, now the Battalion “  pay-w allah.”  a fte r  th e ir 
recent spell in hospital.
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“ A " COMPANY
O u r P .S .l. W .O. II. Drew has left us for the more 

sum m ery  c lim ate  o f Lowestoft and we welcome to the 
fo ld  W .O II. T ow nley, 1st East Anglian.

W .O. II. Tow nley has for the past year been 
a tta ch e d  to  the A rm y Inform ation  Office at Cambridge 
as a  special recruiter.

The P .S .l. now w orking together with Captain 
Buggaley (th e  2nd i/c) as a recruiting team, have 
p ro d u ced  som e results. In the last two weeks of 
A pril we have had  ti recruits. On the week end 
28 th/29th  A p ril, m em bers o f the Com pany took part 
in an  exercise. We paddled two assault craft from  
R ings End to  W hittlesey. A fter the evening meal on 
th e  28th the  C om pany in best uniform s “ showed the 
flag ”  by v isiting  local pubs, dance halls and cafes. 
Five local m en gave their nam es to  members of the 
C o m p an y  an d  said. “ They w ould like to join us.”

N o . 3 P la to o n .
PI. C om d. : Lt. E m ra.
PI. Sgt. : Sgt. Randall.

T h e  last three m onths has shown a steady pro­
gress a t  M arch. At the beginning of February 
m em bers o f  the P latoon did well in the survival 
exercise  in the U ppington-Peterborough area. Lt. 
E m ra  and Pte. Fresher covered 30 miles on fo o t and 
o th e r  cou p les did nearly as much. First back to the 
M arch  T .A . C entre were Cpl. M inett and Pte. 
B ow m an. A s usual the P latoon put on a good show



E xercise W ater Nym ph—No. 3 P latoon  on patrol.

f o r  th e  Brigade C om m ander w hen he carried  ou t the 
a n n u a l  adm in istration  inspection  on the 18th 
F e b ru a ry .

C ongratu la tions were earned  b y  L/Cpl. Agger in 
th e  Ju n io r N .C.O .’s C adre  a t S tan fo rd , and Pte. 
B ow m an  on  the potential N .C .O .’s C adre.

W e have gained a  valuab le  recru it in Pte. How­
le tt w ho now represents the B atta lion  in the T.A. 
54  (E .A .) D ivisional Boxing C h am pionsh ips on the 
18 th /19 th  M ay in London. We w ish him  the best 
o f  luck .

O n 28th A pril “  A ”  C om pany  carried  ou t a 
p a tro l  by  boat in w hich nearly  20 m iles of dykes 
w e re  covered. No. 3 P la to o n ’s boa t overtook and 
ra c e d  N o . 1 P la toon’s du ring  th e  re tu rn  journey to 
M a rch . However, a fte r a  b reak  fo r  lunch No. 1 
P la to o n  reached hom e first bu t everyone enjoyed it in 
s p i te  o f aching shoulders from  stren u o u s work with 
p ad d les. Unexpectedly n o  one fe ll in the water.

A ttendance continues to  m o u n t steadily and we 
h a v e  had good tum  outs fo r all kinds o f week-end 
tra in in g , including Civil D efence, F irs t A id and the 
B a tta lio n  exercise a t S tanford.

CO RPS O F  D R U M S 
D ru m  M ajo r : D oughty, R.

T he C orps o f D rum s un d er D ru m  M ajor D oughty 
a r e  busily  practising fo r H .M  th e  Q ueen’s v isit to 
C am b rid g e  where H er M ajesty  w ill open the new 
A d d en b ro o k e  H ospital on  the  20th M ay.

L /C pl. W oodbridge has yet a n o th e r son in the

C orps. Bryan aged 15 ; his b ro th e r C o lin  has been 
in fo r  some tim e and T rev o r aged 14 is look ing  fo r ­
w ard to  the day he will be old enough  to  enrol.

“ B ” C O M PA N Y
It is now  to be assum ed th a t a t least som e in 

the C om pany know not only som e First A id  bu t also 
the elem ents of Civil Defence tra in in g . T h is has 
been brough t about by  a  series o f  n in e  com bined 
instruction  periods on Civil D efence by M r. P o tter 
of the  C am bridge Civil Defence un it an d  by ano ther 
of e igh t on F irs t Aid by B andm aster W alker. T o 
bo th  of these we tender o u r thanks fo r  th e ir  guidance.

On the 13th February , an In ter-P la to o n  D rill 
C om petition  was held a t Ely T .A . C entre . T h is is 
the first of its k ind th a t the C om pany  has held and 
it is proposed to m ake this an  an n u al event. No. 7 
Platoon, under Lt. J. C lem ents, fro m  C am bridge, was 
first w ith N o. 5 P latoon from  N ew m arket a  close 
second. T h e ir  hosts were po lite ly  th ird . T he 
w inners, a team  of 12, received fo r  th e ir  prize  a  crate 
of beer.

T he 3rd/4th M arch saw the Officers and  N.C.O .s 
of “  A ” and  “ B ” C om panies exercising  on  a  Civil 
D efence week-end at C am bridge w here a  num ber of 
m ock casualties were positioned in  the  m ost inaccess­
ible places inside a tw o-storied pa rt-fram ed  building. 
The Brigade Exercise on  the 25th/26th of M arch went 
well even though the Com pany H.Q., w hen dug in 
to a  defensive position , had to  pull b ack  on seeing 
the enem y advancing from  a  nom inally  defended
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“ B ” Com pany practice F irst Aid.
L. to R. s tan d in g  : B. M. W alker, Lt. K night. Ptes H older and Sm ith.

I to R. kneeling  : Pie Holden, Cpl. Snare. Ptcs H older, Irvine an d  Faulkes. 
T he “ patient " is Cpl. H erriven.

rig h t flank ! Indeed, the w hole p o sitio n  was overrun 
b u t not. o f course, until we had an n ih ila ted  a whole 
p la toon  o f the advancing enem y com pany  (of the 
Essex R egim ent) (T.A.).

The A dm in istra tive  Inspection  was held a fte r  a 
great deal o f spring-cleaning a g a in  this year. No. 4 
P la to o n ’s rifles were clean, bu t w ere  pulled through 
w ith dusty oil. T hese w ere a g a in  inspected on the 
7 th  A pril a f te r  the Boat Race w a s  w atched on the 
C lub  R oom  television by all p resen t. I he outcom e 
w as doubly  satisfying.

The Com pany did not do as w ell as it was hoped 
in the Inter-C om pany Rifle M eeting  th is  year. I he 
results will no  doubt be seen e lsew here  but better 
results were achieved in the B rigade Rifle Meeting 
a t T h etfo rd  Range. ( Sgt. G ille tt. Sgts. Beaum ont 
and  Brown. Cpls L atch fo rd  and Bell (reserve) and 
C pl Snare were the rep resen ta tives from  the 
C o m p an y .

It transp ired  that soon a f te r  the Company- 
re tu rned  from  the range, the B rigade M ajo r enquired 
o f the T ra in in g  Officer by te lep h o n e  why there was 
still a one to n  truck on the range with two privates 
sitting  in the back who could  n o t d rive  it. ( Sgt. 
G ille tt hastily rectified the s itu a tio n  !

A sm all representation  from  the C om pany was 
included in the B attalion team  at th e  54 (E.A.) D ivi­
sion Rifle M eeting a t the end of A p ril.

As fo r sm all-bore shooting , the N ew m arket 22 
Rille C lub beat No. 5 P latoon in a friendly m atch at 
N ew m arket I .A C entre in M arch.

W e are  pleased to  co ngratu la te  C apt. W. H. 
K eatley on his prom otion  to  th a t rank. It is. 
how ever, unfortunate  in the ex trem e that at the sam e 
tim e Capt. P. I each has had to  leave us C apt. 
Leach has been with ihe T.A. a t  Ely (bo th  w ith the 
old and new Regim ents and in  all th e ir  changing 
spheres of action) for eight years. He knows we 
thank  him  not only fo r his se r\ ices bu t also his 
com radeship .

F u rth e r congratu lations a re  due to  Cpl. Ken 
Snare. L/Cpl. P. Impey and L /C p l. B R olfe  on th e ir  
p rom otions and  to  Pie. Turney A. II on h is en te r­
ing into the realm s of m atrim ony .

Since the publication  of the  last issue we have 
welcom ed fo u r new recruits bu t on  ihe o th er hand 
we have said goodbye to  fo u r o th e r  men.

Sgt. “ P a d d y "  Kelly left th e  M .M .G . P latoon at 
Ely. C onsequently, and because there w ere not 
enough men to allow the tw o p la toons a t Ely to 
function  efficiently. ihe equ ipm en t o f the M .M .G . 
P la toon  has been sent back to  B atta lion  H .Q. and 
there  is now no No. P la toon. 1 hen there  is Pte. 
“ N icky '* Bridges, a lso from  Ely. w ho has been 
certified to  he the best (?) gas litter in N ew m arket 
and consequently  screened out. Pie D enzil Cowley



(N ew m arket) is also to  leave u s ; we tru s t h e  will 
do well in th e  R .M .Ps, F ina lly , we a re  so rry  to  say 
goodbye to M rs. Sm ith , W.O. II (C .S .M .) R eg Sm ith 
and  th e ir  tw o boys (and  their dog). Sgt. M a jo r Sm ith 
is to step in to  civvy street a fte r tw en ty -o n e  years' 
service in uniform . We w ish him , a n d  the  others, 
all the  best.

M ention m ust be m ade o f the In te lligence  Sec­
tion  at C am bridge ; in short, it has been  w ou n d  up. 
Sgt. Beaum ont has thus been w arm ly w elcom ed as 
P latoon Sergeant o f N o. 4 (E ly) Platoon.

T he R egim ental M useum  at N ew m ark e t has 
acquired  tw o splendid  co lour p rin ts o f  th e  greatest 
an tiqu ity  dep ic ting  two ba ttles in  th e  N ap o leo n ic  
W ars. T here  is no appeal fund o rg an ised  to  keep 
the pictures in th is  country , nor, a s  f a r  a s  th e  w riter 
is aw are, have they  m uch in  con n ec tio n  w ith  the 
Regim ent, bu t a n  appeal m ust be m ad e  in  this 
colum n fo r any articles, including p h o to g rap h s , that 
m ight be o f any  interest, ancien t o r  m o d em , con­
cerning an app ro p ria te  R egim ent, the  Suffolk 
Y eom anry fo r  exam ple. Such a rtic le s  should  be 
subm itted  to  N ew m arket T .A . C en tre  an d  w ill be 
gratefully  received.

“ C ” COMPANY
In issue N o. 6 we paid  trib u te  to  th a t o ld  stal­

w art, Sgt. Percy Em m erson, who. a f te r  C am p  last 
year, decided he cou ld  not carry  on  a n y  longer and 
w ould have to  leave the T .A . to m ake  way fo r a 
younger and  fitter m an. H e jo ined  th e  local A rm y 
C adet Force as so o n  as he left the T .A . and  becam e 
a frequent v isito r to the Leiston T .A . Centre. lt 
was therefore  a great shock to  us all to  h ear o f his 
death  which occurred  in the East Suffolk H o sp ita l on 
M ay 1st, a t the early  age o f 41. T h e  fu ll d e ta ils  o f 
the  cause o f h is death  a re  no t yet k n o w n  but, no 
d oub t, the years spent in th e  Japanese P .O .W . C am ps 
d u rin g  the  last w ar were a c o n trib u to ry  facto r. Every 
m em ber o f  the  Com pany extends th e ir  deepest sym­
pathy  to his w ife. Mary an d  th e ir y o u n g  d augh ter 
June. M any of us attended the fu n e ra l to  pay o u r 
last respects to a  com rade w ho had m any  frien d s  and 
o f w hom  one never heard an  ill w ord  spoken .

D uring the last period tra in ing  h a s  go t under 
way w ith C iv il Defence tak in g  p ro m in en ce  in  re ad i­
ness fo r A nnual C am p  under the e x p ert gu idance of 
o u r P.S.I. T he A.W.T.C. was co m p le ted  du rin g  
February  w ithou t any startling  results . In M arch 
the P latoon exercise organised by th e  P la to o n  Ser­
geants was held and  everyone en joyed  them selves 
including the  tw o young lad ies from  W o o d b rid g e  who 
cam e along to act a s  the “ ob jective  ”  f o r  th e  exercise. 
It is su rprising  how  many young m a rr ie d  m em bers 
rushed to  w ash a n d  loan th e ir  m ess t in s  to  th e  two 
dam sels and  yet. if  their w ives a re  to  be  believed 
they plead ignorance of how  to  use a d ry in g  c lo th  a t 
hom e. T he B rigade exercise held in  M arch  was a  
com plete flop fro m  the C om pany asp ec t w ith  such a  
d isappoin ting  tu rn o u t. We m ust a ssu m e th a t S.P.T.A. 
does hold a certain  am ount o f terro rs fo r  the  younger 
generation. In  A pril we joined fo rce s  w ith  H.Q. 
C om pany on  th e ir exercise “ B rains T ru s t " w hen we 
supplied  the  enem y. They chased u s  righ t across 
East Suffolk and alm ost p inned  us d o w n  o n  W estleton 
C om m on but we escaped by  ad o p tin g  a  “  scorched 
earth  " policy w hich alm ost engulfed M a jo r  Sm ythe’s 
car.

60

In  shooting  we have had a sm all m easure of 
success. In the In ter C om pany T eam  m atches we 
won th e  C hina C up m atch an d  finished second in the 
overall cham pionship. Five m em bers shot fo r  the 
B atta lion  in the Brigade and D istrict m eetings with 
L /C pl. H ardm an carry ing  off the chief honours when 
he w on the Brigade Individual Rifle C ham pionship. 
C o ngra tu la tions Francis.

P te. Price has brought h o n o u r to  the W oodbridge 
detachm en t by w inning his w eight in  the D ivisional 
Boxing C ham pionships. He now goes to L ondon on 
May 26th to  fight in the T .A. C ham pionships. O ur 
best w ishes go with him .

W e welcom e three m ore recru its a t W oodbridge, 
Ptes. Bowers, Seaber and  H art and trust that they will 
en joy th e ir stay w ith us.

C on g ra tu la tio n s to  Bob M illdow n on h is recent 
p rom otion  to  the Sergeants' Mess and also on  his 
reach ing  the collar and tie stage in his c iv ilian  
em ploym ent.

Social activity  has been confined to  the odd  dart 
m atch a t Leiston and although  o u r team  consistently  
lose th e  m atch they invariably  win the gallon. It is 
good to see o u r  P.S.I. and his w ife jo in ing  in ou r 
social activ ities—a factor o f T .A . life that som e 
P .S .I.’s are ap t to forget.

F inally , we can a t last accept the prospect o f  o u r 
p roposed new T .A. Centre a t Leiston  as a fact. A fter 
a lm ost th ree  years talk ing  ab o u t it the  bu ilders have 
at last m oved in. Parts o f  o u r  old hut have been 
torn  dow n, fences ripped up. the P .S .I.’s garden tran s­
ferred  to  Sizewell Range, fo u n d a tio n s dug o u t and 
huge stacks of b ricks m oved in. By next M arch we 
should  be the proud ow ners of the m ost m odern T.A. 
C en tre  in East Anglia.

10 Platoon.
O nce again  cam p draw s near, a fact m ade 

obvious by the am ount of socks being changed, 
a p p lica tio n s of b ianco to kit that has hung in  the 
back  passages since last cam p coupled with frenzied  
b rush ing  up  o f o u r T im ber H itches. C ran n y  Knots. 
T w o P o in t Suspension, etc.

T h e  past few weeks have no t been w ithout 
in teresting  m om ents. It is a  pleasure to report that 
o u r  C.S.M . is a t last responding to train ing  an d  on  a t 
least one occasion has been seen crouched up  one 
c o m e r  w ith an  electric  razo r c lam ped to  h is grizzled 
ch in  w hich we were alw ays led to believe on ly  res­
ponded  to cold w ater outside  on  a m id-w inter 
m orn ing . R um our has it that ten t poles a re  now 
b eing  fitted w ith sockets fo r  electric  razors.

W e note w ith pleasure th a t our C om pany  
C o m m ander is shortly  to be “  confined." we extend 
to h im  o ur best wishes.

Exercise “  S lipslop ” w ent off fairly  well. U n ­
fo rtunate ly  it d idn 't rain  and the  p u b  was still open. 
T h e  chief um pire  was taught in no  uncertain  m anner 
not to  underestim ate the enem y. F ive m ore m inutes 
an d  the  strain  of sitting  on one side of the river and 
loo k in g  across at the lights o f a pub w ould have been 
to o  m uch fo r “  S pud .” “ D um b "  a n d  “ L loydy.” It 
is understood  that a certain  young 2 Lt. is still 
ex p la in ing  to two young ladies th a t the w hole idea 
w asn 't his.



We hope that H .Q . C o m pany  enjoyed their 
exercise “ Brains T rust ” as m uch as w e did. I only 
h ea rd  one com plaint and  th a t was fro m  Jack  Em m er- 
son  w ho, having jum ped on o n e  o f the  enemy, 
com plained  that he started getting  rough.

We have lost Cpl. (Boots) Pye to  9 P la toon  and 
gained C pl. (take it steady) H um phries . If Sgt. Joe  
Sum m erfield will take o u r advice he w ill fix Frank  
u p  w ith rubber heels and, acting  on  h is advice, wc 
w ill get a  bike fo r Hum ph.

“  D "  C O M PA N Y
Com pany Com  : M ajo r H. G a rro o d .
2 I/O. : Capt. R. H am m ersley.
C .S .M .: W.O. II. 1. C larke.
C .Q .M .S .: C/Sgt. P. B land.

Once again we take u p  o u r pen to  report the 
doings (o r misdoings) o f “ D  ” C om pany . Since the 
last ed ition  the C om pany h as  m ade  g reat strides in 
C ivil Defence T rain ing, under th a t g reat enthusiast 
W .O. II. Bill Jones. In Jan u ary  we carried  ou t ou r
C .D . week-end. The a ttendance  was a record  —  70 
m em bers turned up. It w as a  g rea t success, and 
tho rough ly  enjoyed by all.

In between this tra in in g  we spen t m ost of o u r 
week-ends firing the new A .W .T.C . and  selecting ou r 
good sho ts fo r the B attalion sh oo ting  team . T he 
w eather was m uch against us bu t. in sp ite  of this we 
have  m anaged to  classify m ore th a n  ha lf the  C om ­
pany, and fo r ou r efforts 10 m em bers o f the C om pany 
w ere selected to tra in  fo r  the  B atta lion  shooting  team.

O u r successes in th e  B rigade R ifle M eeting were:
Y oung Soldiers’ L .M .G . P a irs  W inners : L/Cpl. 

Burgess. Pte. P. C larke.
C hina C u p : C /Sgt. B land, Sgt. Reynolds, 

Sgt. D aines w ere in the  w inning team.

D istric t M eeting o u r successes w ere :
S.M .G . Team . 3rd C /Sgt. B land, Sgt. Reynolds, 

Sgt. Daines.
Individual Y/S : L /C pl. Burgess.

Pool Bull W inners :
Pte. C larke P.. Rifle.
L /C pl. Jeffries M.. L .M .G .

O ur Y oung Soldiers’ team  d id  rem arkably  well 
and  it is interesting to  n o te  th a t 5 o f the  Young 
Soldiers were from  th is C om pany . W ell done L /C  pH 
Burgess, Ptes. Baldry. C lark e  P ., C am pbell and 
G ardner. The B attalion w as 3rd in the  D istrict in 
the overall cham pionships.

Alas o u r P.S.I. W .O. II. Bill Jones has departed  
fo r  ano ther posting a t C hester. T h e  C om pany  takes 
th is opportun ity  o f w ishing him  a n d  Mrs. Jones all 
the best. He will be a great loss to the  Com pany 
and will be rem em bered by all. In h is place we 
welcom e W.O. II. L. D rew  w h o  is no t entirely  
unknow n in the B attalion. W e un d erstan d  his stay 
is only a  short one and will be d e p artin g  in August. 
Nevertheless we hope his sh o rt stay  w ill be a happy 
one.

In the  field of p rom otion  we congratu la te  Cpls. 
Richardson. G older and  D aines to  Sergean t’s ranks. 
L/Cpls. Jeffries. Rogers an d  W hisker to  C orporals 
and Pte. A ustin to  L /C pl. D u rin g  the  last 12 m onths 
we have recruited 12 m em bers b rin g in g  o u r  total to 
117, a t Lowestoft and Beccles.

CAMBRIDGESHIRE 
ARMY CADET FORCE

A  Shield  has been presented to  th e  C a m b rid g e ­
shire A rm y C adet Force  by th e  1st E a s t  A ng lian  
R egim ent to he lp  to preserve a n  e v en  c lo s e r  link  
betw een the  Cadets a n d  th e ir  p a r e n t  R eg u la r  
B attalion.

T he Shield  which bears a  carv ed  V ik in g  head 
and th e  in scribed  crest of the R e g im e n t, a lso  c arries  
on sm all m etal plaques th e  battle  h o n o u rs  o f  th e  two 
R egim ents —  the Royal N orfo lk  and  th e  Suffo lk  —  
from  w h ich  th e  1st E as t A n g lian  R e g im e n t was 
form ed. T h e  presenta tion  was m ad e  a t  th e  A nnual 
D inner o f Officers of th e  C am b rid g e sh ire  A .C .F . a t  
Ely by M a jo r T. H. Styles, w ho  w as d e p u tis in g  fo r 
L ieut-C ol. A. F . C am pbell, who is C o m m a n d in g  the 
1st E ast A nglians in B ritish  G u iana.

M a jo r Styles, just back from  B ritish  G u ia n a ,  said 
that the  B atta lion  had a  very h ig h  p e rc e n ta g e  o f  ex-
A .C .F . C adets and these had m ade  g o o d  so ld ie rs  and  
also good leaders. He added “  L et th e re  b e  n o  m is­
take a b o u t the  value of th e  tra in in g  th e s e  c h a p s  had  
received in the  Army C adet Fo rce  a n d  th e  im p o rta n ce  
w hich th e  R egu lar U nit attaches to  it .”

M a jo r  F. H. K eating, D epu ty  C o m m a n d a n t, in  
in troducing  M ajo r Styles, said C o l. C a m p b e l l ’s wish 
to  p resen t a  Shield to th e  C adets w e n t b a c k  to  the 
last A rm y  C adet Force A nnual C a m p  w h ic h  Col. 
C am pbell visited. He w as so im p ressed  by  th e  zeal 
and en th u siasm  of the Cadets w h o  w e re  t ra in in g  on 
s im ila r lines to his own B attalion , th a t  h e  fe lt  that 
he w ould  like  to  present a  S h ie ld  to  th e  C adet 
B attalion  w hich gained the h ig h est p o in ts  in  field 
train ing  each  year. T h is had been  w o n  b y  th e  4th 
B atta lion  in  1961.

T he C ounty  Cadet C om m andan t (C o l. J . G . A. 
Beckett, O .B .E ., T .D ., D .L .) re fe rrin g  to  th e  progress 
m ade by th e  Brigade, sa id , “ W e hav e  b e e n  a m b itio u s  
over the last few years and h av e  g o n e  a  lo n g  way. 
M any of the  things we a im ed fo r  have  b e e n  ach ieved . 
We a re  now  wearing the flash o f  o u r  a ffilia te d  R egi­
m ent T h e  Suffolk & C am bridgesh ire  R e g im e n t (T .A .) 
and a lso  have our own B rigade flash  fo r  th e  first 
tim e. T h is  is the  C rest o f th e  See o f  E ly  a n d  we 
are  p ro b ab ly  the only C adet B rig ad e  to  w e a r an  
episcopal em blem  as a shoulder flash .”

T h e  advanced  leadership  c o u rse  in  th e  B recon 
Beacons an d  Black M ountains a rea s  o f  S o u th  W ales 
from  w hich  20 hand-picked m em bers o f  th e  B rigade 
retu rned  last week proved h ighly su ccess fu l. U nder 
the com m and  o f Lieut. P . H. Ju d g e  a n d  L ie u t. M. F. 
B ranch th e  C adets w ho had b een  c a re fu lly  tra in ed  
be fo reh an d  were split up  in to  sm all p a tro ls  and 
given a v a rie ty  o f tasks in  the h ills . T h e  o b je c t  was 
th reefo ld  : to  tra in  a  nucleus o f  se n io r  C a d e ts  to act 
as guides an d  enemy fo r  the m a in  B rig a d e  exercises 
in th e  sam e areas at A nnual C a m p  in  th e  su m m e r ; 
to d evelop  the character and lea d e rsh ip  o f  th e  C adets 
by a p p ly in g  in  a m odified form  th e  p r in c ip le s  ad o p ted  
by the “  O u tw ard  Bound ” m o u n ta in  sc h o o ls  ; and 
to  p ro v id e  those Cadets u n d e rtak in g  th e  D u k e  of 
E d in b u rg h ’s A w ard Schem e w ith  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  of 
carry ing  o u t Silver an d  G o ld  e x p e d it io n s  over 
m o u n ta in o u s country.

All these objectives were a ch iev e d  b y  practice  
often  un d er conditions o f very p o o r  v is ib il i ty . As 
the w eek progressed, every  C adet v is ib ly  g a in e d  con­
fidence and the instructors d e lib e ra te ly  se t harder
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tasks in o rd e r to  show  the C adets how very fa r they 
can push them selves if  the need arises.

A part fro m  m ap-read ing  and com pass-work the 
C adets were taugh t and given practice in rope-work 
and abseiling . T hey  w ere also given plenty of 
experience in cam ping  and fo r  most o f the patrols 
th is m eant five o f  the  nine n igh ts being spent ou t in 
m o un ta in  b iv o u ac  tents. By the  end of the course, 
everyone was feeling  extrem ely  fit and found them ­
selves able to  c a rry  fully loaded rucksacks over 
surprisingly  long distances.

A party  o f 12 C adets under the com m and of 
C apt. F . C. D . T ay lo r have just com pleted a long 
w eek-end m ission  a n d  covered 1.200 m iles in three 
cars, to the  island  of Skye off the west coast of 
Scotland. The s itu a tio n  in “ Exercise Skye ” was that 
enem y forces h;id occupied  th e  islands of Rhim  and 
E igg and w ere expected  to  be building up forces to 
occupy the Island of Skye. T h e  C om berton P latoon 's 
m ission w as to  observe these forces and to report on 
va rio u s aspects o f the position . The cars using a 
rou te  p rov ided  by the A utom obile  Association 
reached the Kyle o f Lochalsh and took the ferry to 
Skye, proceeding  a s  fa r  so u th  on the island as the 
track  w ould  p e rm it, where the  party cam ped. M any 
recce's w ere c a rr ied  ou t. a n d  returning >o the m ain­
land  some tim e w as spent in clim bing G lencoe, and 
o th e r m o u n ta in o u s areas.

T he exercise was en tire ly  successful and the 
w hole party  show ed great d e te rm ination  and courage 
in a ttem p tin g  th e  journey.

N ew Badges.
Since the  o rig in a l fo rm atio n  of the  C am bridge­

sh ire  and Isle of Ely Arm y C ad et Force, the “ parent" 
T errito ria l A rm y  u n it has been 1st B attalion The 
C am bridgesh ire  R egim ent T .A., and the C adet 
B atta lions have been  very p ro u d  to w ear the badges 
and  insignia o f th e ir  C ounty  Regim ent and to  enjoy 
regim ental p riv ileges and recognition .

In l ^ l  4lh B attalion T h e  Suffolk Regim ent T.A. 
a n d  1st B atta lion  T h e  C am bridgeshire  Regim ent T.A. 
am algam ated  to  fo rm  The Suffolk and C am bridge­
sh ire  R egim ent, w hich is n ow  the Countv T errito ria l 
In fan trj R egim ent fo r bo th  Suffolk and C am bridge­
shire. T he C ad et B atta lions elected to  follow the 
fo rtunes o f th e ir  parent u n it, and  applied to  be 
affiliated to the  new Regim ent.

R e-badging  is alw ays a  difficult m atter, dependent 
on  the a v a ilab ility  o f  supplies, but a ll ranks have 
now been issued w ith the  new “  Suffolk & C am ­
bridgesh ire  ”  sh ou lder title a n d  the “ M inden F lash ." 
T hese dress changes have a lso  provided a suitable 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  in troduce  a B rigade Badge to be worn 
on  both arm s.

T he C o u n ty  C adet B rigade com prises B attalions 
fro m  both  C am bridgesh ire  an d  the Isle of Ely, and 
the p rob lem  w as to  find a badge ap p ropria te  to both 
C ounties, T he o b v ious answ er was the  Arm s o f the 
E piscopal See o f E ly. and th e  C om m andant m ustered 
up  his co u rag e  a n d  wrote to  the Lord B ishop o f  Ely. 
T he Lord B ishop w as very sym pathetic and under­
stand ing  an d  ag reed  to  give the  Brigade the very real 
ho n o u r an d  priv ilege of b earin g  the E piscopal Arms. 
So now . in ad d itio n  to th e ir  new regim ental insignia, 
all ranks o f the  Brigade a re  putting  up a badge which 
dales back to  th e  year A D . 1109. T he new badge 
is not on ly  o f  g reat an tiq u ity  but it is also colourful 
and  d istinctive  ; in herald ic  language it is “ a shield 
gules, th ereo n  th ree  crow ns o r .”

It is in accordance w ith  the trad itions o f  the
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B rigade that one should not accept a  p riv ileg e  w ithou t 
a  challenge. The L ord B ishop h a s  m ark ed  the 
g ran tin g  o f th is h onour by the fo llo w in g  m essage :— 

“ I gladly write a message on th e  o ccasion  of the 
issue to  the Brigade of its new b ad g e . I am  proud 
that it should bear the Episcopal A rm s. A C adet is 
expected to learn self-discipline, lea d ersh ip  and 
loyalty , and to show him self a good c itizen . It would 
be my hope that the w earing of th e  badge will 
em phasise th is high calling of the C a d e t Force.

N O E L  E L Y .”
So we have a great h o n o u r and a  g reat challenge. 
Each B attalion now has its new  flag on th e  reg i­

m ental pattern. The Brigade flies a  b lack  flag with 
the A rm s of the See of Ely and no w o rd in g  o r  o ther 
em bellishm ents.

ROYAL VISIT TO SIERRA LEONE
F rom  M ajor E. T . L um m is.

I was sitting  in m y office not fa r  fro m  T ra fa lg a r 
Square  one day last August when th e  te lep h o n e  rang. 
My thoughts a t the tim e w ere co n cen tra ted  on  com ­
pleting deta ils fo r a visit to various u n its  in G erm an y  
du rin g  the next m onth. Instead. I w as  to find myself 
five w eeks la te r stepping ou t from  a V iscount in to  
the steam y atm osphere of S ierra  L eo n e . I h ad  landed 
at L ungi. the a irp o rt fo r F reetow n, w h ich  lies on the  
o ther side o f the river. It was in fa c t a very good 
in troduction  to the problem  I was to  face in  the jo b  
as M ovem ents Officer fo r the R oyal Visit to  Sierra 
Leone.

T h e  first thing th a t hit me was th e  d am p  trop ical 
heat o f  A frica. T he next was the so l id  A frican  faces 
in the C ustom s Shed. T he Sierra L eonean  takes his 
custom s laws seriously. It look a t  least an  h o u r to 
clear the custom s shed. T he rickety  bus to  take the 
passengers to  the quay  had been w a itin g  in the sun 
all th is tim e. Bv the tim e we re ac h ed  the  jetty  on 
the riv er we thankfully  squeezed on  to  the o ld  launch 
to tak e  us to Freetow n. look ing  fo rw a rd  to  a  sea 
breeze to ease the sweat.

B ut we had to w ait and  w ait w h ils t th e  launch 
was loaded w ith baggage fro m  th e  plane. T his d id  
get loaded, in spite of a very h a p h a z a rd  journey 
from  hand to hand. T here  was n o  lack o f  labour 
or helpfu l c ritic ism —just to ta l lack  o f  o rg an isation . 
I gave  up  and  shut my eyes when m y ow n luggage 
appeared . Som ehow no cases fell in  the  sea and  we 
finally got away.

Som e o f my enthusiasm  fo r th e  job  began to  
vanish as I sat in m y pool o f sw eat chugging  slowly 
across the bay. W ere all m ovem ents in S ie rra  Leone 
like th is ?

M y interest was aroused  apain  a t  my first glim pse 
of Freetow n T his is qu ite  im pressive . T h e  tow n 
is b u ilt a t the  foot o f the range of h i lls  w h ich , because 
of its supposed resem blance to  a l io n , gave the  te rr i­
tory its name. These green hills ris in g  u p  sharply 
b eh ind  us. scattered w ith bu ild ings, looked  pleasant 
and friendly  to live on. N earin g  the q u ay  there  
seem ed to be a seething m ass of A frican s, som e in 
very brigh t clothes. M any o f the b u ild in g s, however, 
w hen seen close to. were very sh an ties.

f was soon in troduced to  th e  S ecretary . Ro>al 
V isit. Mr. D ennis K lrbv. w ith w h o m  I w as to  work 
fo r th e  next three m onths. I first liv ed  in the  Mess 
o f  th e  1st B attalion R oyal S ierra  L eone R egim ent.



h ig h  u p  a t  W ilberforce overlook ing  the  tow n and 
h a rb o u r. N om inally , my ap p o in tm en t was D A Q M G  
(M ovem ents) but, in  fact, a ll m y w o rk  was done with 
th e  R oyal V isit Secretaria t. M y office was in the 
grounds of th e  P rim e M in ister's  Office in  the centre 
o f  F ree tow n .

T h e  first two o r  th ree  weeks w ere spent visiting 
a ll the p lace that w ere in  the R oyal itin e rary  and 
finding o u t w hat was needed. I  a lso d id  a b it of 
p e rso n al look ing  ro und  fo r  a ho u se  a s  my w ife was 
jo in in g  me.

S ierra Leone becam e independent last year. I t  
has ab o u t 200 m iles o f coast a n d  extends inland fo r 
ab o u t the  sam e distance. I t  is d iv id ed  in to  three  p ro ­
vinces and  the fo rm er colony. F ro m  the  a ir  the 
cou n try  ap p ears undeveloped w ith  sm all villages 
d o tted  a b o u t  the secondary jungle . M ost o f the 
country  is in  fact cu ltivated  on  a  sh ifting  basis.

T he o b jec t in p lann ing  the itin e ra ry  fo r  the V isit 
w as to  sh o w  the Q ueen an d  the D uke  of E dinburgh 
a s  m uch as possible of th e  cou n try  and its people. 
T h ree  o u t o f the seven days they  w ere to be there 
w ere to  be  devoted to  a  visit o f  the provinces, and 
th is, fo r  th e  M ovem ents Officer, w as w here his 
troub les began. If tim e an d  co m fo rt w ere disregarded, 
all the five places to  be v isited  w ere in  reach by 
road  and  som e by rail. T he ra ilw ay  was bu ilt in 
1898 and , a lthough  qu ite  a  fe a t of engineering, it 
fo llow s every  bend and it  is q u ick e r to go by road. 
T h ere  is som e 100 m iles o f ta rm ac  fro m  Freetow n 
b u t all th e  o th e r roads a re  la te rite  and  th e ir surfaces 
v ary  fro m  fa ir  to very bad. So th e  only practical 
m eans of tran sp o rt fo r th e  R oyal Party , V .I.P.s and 
Press w as by  a ir.

T h ree  H erons o f the Q ueen’s F lig h t were to be 
av a ilab le  fo r  m oving the  R oyal Party . T he local 
a ir l in e ’s one  P ioneer was to be increased to  a  total 
o f th ree  a irc ra f t  fo r  the period  o f  the visit. T h is was 
n o t enough  fo r all who had  to trave l, even by shuttle 
service. T h e  R.A.F. were un ab le  to  help, and finan­
c ia l lim ita tio n s precluded the c h arte rin g  of a irc raft 
fro m  the U .K . A fte r som e w eeks of negotiation  and 
indecision  a DC3 from  L ib eria  was chartered, 
en ab ling  a  firm  plan to be made. Even so it left some 
tig h t tim ings and little  o r  no m arg in  o f reserve to  
fa ll back on .

S ierra  Leone has a c lim ate  w hich  m akes one feel 
very languid . It is difficult to  w o rk  a t speed. The 
A frican  th ere  has abandoned  h im self to  this and has 
n o  sense o f urgency. I began to  realise  that gone 
w ere  any dream s o f lazing on S ie rra  L eone’s beautiful 
beaches. I t  w ould need a trem endous efTort to get 
th e  w ork do n e  in tim e.

By th is  tim e my w ife had a rriv ed  and  we were 
lucky enough  to be  able to  care tak e  a  G overnm ent 
H ouse on  H ill S tation, lt h ad  a p leasant garden 
filled w ith h ib iscus and m any varie ties o f  tropical 
sh rubs th a t grow so co lourfu lly  in W est A frica. It 
a lso  had  one of the best view s in Freetow n right 
across the  b ay  and even h ills  70 m iles aw ay could be 
seen on fine days.

I soon roped my w ife in to  help ing  in the invit­
a tio n  departm ent. She fo u n d  the  w ife o f the 
Secretary R oyal V isit desperately  in need of help  as 
a ll the slow est clerks in F reetow n seem ed to have 
been a llo tted  to her.

H aving settled the a ir  m ovem ent plan a p art from  
som e details , I now  tried  to  w rite  the ro ad  m ovem ents 
plan. T h is  was m ore stra ig h t-fo rw ard  if lengthier.

bu t could  n o t be com pleted u n til the d e ta iled  p ro ­
g ram m e was issued. T h is  kep t being  a lte re d  o w in g  
to rehearsals showing up  various snags a n d  w as n o t 
finalised until th ree  weeks before  the v isit.

M y  m ovem ent in struction  schedules w ere finally  
issued in sp ite  of a  shortage o f  typists. T h e  G o v e rn o r  
G en era l’s d au g h te r was brough t in  to  h e lp  the  S ec­
re ta ry  R oyal V isit. I found  a  h e lp fu l A rm y  w ife  in  
the end to w ork  in  the evenings.

O ne special arrangem ent w o rth  m en tio n in g  w as 
the un load ing  of the Q ueen’s R olls R o y c e  on  to  the  
railw ay off H .M .Y . B ritannia. I t  was to  be used n o t 
only in Freetow n but in  Bo w here th e  R oyal P a r ty  
were to stay fo r  their tw o nights ou t o f  F ree to w n . A  
special engineer also w ent w ith it. C a rs  fo r  u se  in  
processions also  went by rail. D riv e rs had  end less 
rehearsals. T hese were all S ie rra  L eoneans an d  o n  
the w hole d id  very well.

O n the evening of N ovem ber 25th, m y  w ife  a n d  
1 look ing  across our beau tifu l view  saw  w ha t m ig h t 
have been hundreds o f white b u tte rflie s  sca tte red  
across the bay . It was the first o f the  b u llo m  b o a ts  
sailing  across from  the fa r side ready to  greet th e  
Q ueen in  the  m orning. It gave us ou r first th rill a n d  
the realisa tion  the day was a lm ost on  us.

T h e  R oyal Yacht sailed in to  F ree to w n  early  n ex t 
m orn ing  surrounded by bullom  bo a ts a n d  g reeted  by  
a R oyal Salute fired by 25 guns by so ld ie rs  from  th e  
1st B atta lion  Royal S ierra  L eone  R eg im en t. T h e  
Q ueen stepped ashore sm iling, im m a cu la te  and  co o l.

A  heavy day was ahead o f  he r— first a  c iv ic  
reception, then  the p resen tation  of C o lo u rs  to  th e  
1st B attalion . T his w ent perfectly . M y  ow n b a c k ­
g round  headache was the last m inu te  d em an d  fo r  a  
Landrover fo r  H er M ajesty to  in spect the  tro o p s  
instead of w alking.

T he D uke of E dinburgh v isited  th e  site o f  th e  
G um a V alley Dam , fifteen m iles fro m  F ree to w n . In 
the evening, there  was a  S la te  R ecep tio n  a t F o r t  
T horn ton , the form er G overnm en t H ouse.

T h e  Q ueen stayed in F o rt T h o rn to n  th ro u g h o u t 
her stay, except fo r tw o n igh ts a t th e  G o v e rn o r’s 
Lodge in Bo. Fort T ho rn to n  is m o d em  and  b e a u ti­
fully equ ipped  with a ir  cond ition ing . S ir  M a u rice  
and Lady D orm an, th e  p resen t G o v e rn o r-G e n era l 
and  h is  wife, a re  excellent hosts. T h e  Q u een 's  ro o m  
was b eau tifu lly  cool and  the v eranda  c leverly  b a n k e d  
with flowers so she could not possibly b e  overlooked .

T h e  next day, Sunday, w as qu ie t f o r  the  R o y a l 
Fam ily  w ith a  service in  the C a th ed ra l a n d  a b a th e  
on a  private beach in the a fte rnoon .

I, m eanw hile, was seeing to  a  h u n d re d  o r  so 
people flying to Bo, an  ho u r's  jo u rn ey  b y  a ir , in fo u r  
a irc ra ft, each of which d id  tw o o r  m ore  re tu rn  fligh ts.

A fter th is  was well under way, I d rove  tw o  
friends, my wife, a large dog an d  p reg n an t cat to  Bo. 
T h is  took five hours, over ha lf o f it o n  la te rite . W e 
all a rrived  looking  like Red Indians. I  left th e  g ir ls  
to so rt out the  housekeeping w ith  a  ch a rm in g  D u tc h  
grass w idow er we had descended on a n d  w ent to  see 
to th e  m any details fo r the R oyal P a r ty 's  a rriv a l nex t 
day.

T h e  m orn ing  program m e a t Bo in c lu d ed  a  c iv ic  
recep tion  an d  visits to the  H o sp ita l a n d  the  G o v e rn ­
m ent School— a boy's board ing  school w h ic h  p ro v id es  
a lo t o f  the country’s leaders. In  the a fte rn o o n , th e  
Q ueen and D uke a ttended th e  D u rb a r . T h is is a  
cerem ony filled with co lour an d  excitem en t. F if ty
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Param ount C hiefs w ere presented  to the Queen. They 
were vying w ith  each  o ther f o r  a cup fo r the best 
display. N early  a ll had  devils, fantastic creatures in 
masks and long grass skirts, hom blow ers, young girl 
dancers and d isp lays of th e ir craft. Each C hief was 
carried in h is ham m ock  borne on the heads of four 
stalw art bearers. T h ere  w ere two or three wom en 
chiefs, one of su rp risin g  beauty. T he Queen and the 
Duke surpassed th em  all w hen they drove round the 
arena, the Q ueen in soft p in k  w ith the blue G arter 
sash and  one of her m ost g littering  tiaras, the Duke 
in full naval un ifo rm .

T h e  next day  the  R oyal P arty  visited Kenem a, 
headquarters of E astern  Province. The m ain  event 
was the  opening  o f th e  R oyal Show and exhibition 
of a ll the  industries in Sierra Leone and villages, etc. 
showing how  the people lived. The D uke bought a 
large w ooden carv ing  o f a ch im p. T his haunted me 
until the  end of th e  visit as I  was left to get it on 
the B ritann ia  in  tim e. This I  did, but I still w onder 
who the  D uke  was giving it to . It had a nasty look 
in its eye !

In  the a fte rn o o n , the D u k e  flew to  look a t the 
large scale d iam o n d  m ine a t Y engam a m ined by the 
Selection T rust. T h e  Q ueen visited a  site where 
alluvial d iam ond  m in ing  is carried  out by licensed 
local diggers.

In  th e  evening, everyone was back at Bo to 
watch the d isp lay  o f W unde Dancing. T his is tra ­
ditional dancing  ; th e  A frican  loves it but it tends 
to be a b it m o n o to n o u s fo r th e  uninterested. The 
Prim e M inister, S ir M ilton  M argai left the Royal 
Party  and  helped  to  organize  the  dancers.

T h e  n ex t day  was my hardest to arrange. The 
Queen and  D uke w ere flown to  M aram pa to look at 
its iro n  ore  m ine. Some press and part of the 
Royal H ouseho ld  w ere flown to  Port Loko. Everyone 
else and  the baggage were flown back to  Freetown. 
T hat is, except o u r  w ives and  the  pets w ho faced the 
journey by ro a d  again , re luc tan t to leave the D iam ond 
C om pany’s p riv a te  sw im m ing pool they had used so 
much.

P o rt L oko  produced a n o th e r  spectacular show. 
Again local P a ram o u n t C hiefs were presented. T hen 
the Susu dancers appeared . T hese  are local teenagers 
—the A frican  w om an a t he r m ost beautiful. They 
are p roud , h augh ty  and lovely and, as they only wear 
a headdress an d  a sk irt, pho tographers surge to greet 
them.

Back to  F ree tow n  and a  relief fo r  me as the 
worst o f m y jo b s was over. The rem aining events 
in F reetow n p ro v id ed  co lour and pageantry. The 
C hildren an d  C itizen s’ Rally— the visit to  Parliam ent 
—the p resen ta tion  of degrees a t  F ourah  Bay College 
and o f m ore personal interest, the Q ueen’s v isit to 
the Officers’ M ess o f the 1st B atta lion , where my wife 
and I w ere presented.

T hen  it w as th e  last evening and I could relax 
a b it. F irs t, there  was the S ta te  Banquet held a t the 
Param oun t H o te l across the road  from  F o rt T horn ­
ton. T he Q ueen  looked  quite  fabulous lit up by  T.V. 
cam eras. T h en  th ere  was th e  State Ball in the 
grounds of F o r t  T h o rn to n . This was beautifully 
arranged and never overcrow ded. The Queen and 
Duke stayed an d  danced  later, it is reported, than at 
any o th er S tate Ball.

T h e  last m o rn in g  brough t w ith it sadness o f the 
departure, w hich fo r  me was personally m oving as I 
was sum m oned on  b o a rd  H .M .Y . B ritannia, presented 
to H e r M ajesty  a n d  given gold cuff links and a
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fram ed and signed photograph  o f the  Q ueen a n d  the 
D u k e  of E dinburgh.

T he R oyal Y ach t departed  th a t evening, sailing  
off in  the dusk w ith the Q ueen and  the D u k e  o f 
E dinburgh  floodlit on  the to p  deck and  the M arin e  
Band playing the Sierra L eone N a tional A n them . 
M ore  th an  on spectator had  tears stream ing  dow n 
his cheeks.

A week later, a fte r hectic packing and farew ell 
parties, my w ife and I flew out. W e h ad  V .I.P . trea t­
m en t th is tim e and I am  glad the last hand I shook  
was an A frican ’s. N ice as it was to  re tu rn  to  o n e ’s 
own fam ily, it was sad to leave th is land o f gentle, 
friendly, unhurried  people.

THE 1st EAST ANGLIAN REGIMENT 
(ROYAL NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK) 
PAST AND PRESENT ASSOCIATION

T he R egim ental Sweepstake.
The results of the first sw eepstake h e ld  last 

year were so encouraging th a t the R eg im en ta l C o m ­
m ittee  has decided to  m ake th is an annual even t and 
the  race selected is to  be the St. Leger w hich  is run 
d u rin g  the first half o f Septem ber.

The object of the sw eepstake is to  ra ise  ad d i­
tiona l funds, and thus enable those responsib le  to  
deal adequately with every case w hich, in their 
op in ion , m erits assistance. In o th er w ords, th e  Past 
and  Present A ssociation wants to s tand  on its  own 
feet. The C om m ittee a re  confident that, w ith  your 
support, th is w ill be achieved.

N O R FO L K  SE C T IO N
P re s id e n t: Brig. F. P. Barclay, D .S.O., M .C ., D .L. 

Secretary : M ajor W. G. C ripps. 
H eadquarters :

B ritannia Barracks, N orw ich, N O R  67 A.

D ates to Rem em ber.
1% 2 .

Sept. 29th : R eunion D inner to m ark  the 4 0 th  A n n i­
versary of the fo rm ation  of the  R egim ental 
Association.

Oct. 12th : M em orial S e n  ice to  N urse  E d ith  C avell 
a t L ife’s G reen, N orw ich C athedral.

O ct. 26th : K ing 's Lynn B ranch R eun ion  D inner.
N ov. 9th : London Branch R eun ion  D inner.
N ov. 1 1 th : R em em brance D ay Service a t  th e  

R egim ental M em orial C ottages. N orw ich .
1963.
Jan . 4th : R egim ental Ball a t N orw ich.



1st 6th N orfo lk  Regim ent O.C.A. Reunion Dinner.
I to R : R. Q  G u rn ey , Esq (Lord M ayor of N orw ich). C apt. W. M. Palmer (Secretary), 

M ajor M. A. T ro tte r. T .D .. Lt.-Col. E. C. Overton and Capt. L. W. King. M B E.

Sum m er R eunion.
R eluctantly , the Sum m er R eun ion  scheduled fo r 

14th Ju ly  at B ritann ia  B arracks has had  to  be can­
celled. This was m ade necessary  because of the 
considerab le  w ork  involved in p re p ara tio n  for the 
presentation  of new C olours to  the 4th B attalion.

P resen ta tion  of C olours.
T h e  R egim ental A ssociation  is m ore  th an  grate­

ful fo r the a llocation  of 200 seats a t th is im pressive 
cerem ony. The E xecutive C o m m ittee  decided to 
d is tribu te  the availab le  scats am o n g  the B ranches of 
the A ssocia tion  in N orw ich. L o ndon  and K ing's 
Lynn, and  to all the O ld C o m rad e s’ A ssociations 
affiliated to the R egim ent in o rd e r  to  ensure the 
widest represen tation . Im ita tio n s  w ere a lso sent to 
all tenan ts of our M em oria l C o ttag es  and to form er 
m em bers of the R egim ent in the  R oyal H ospital, 
Chelsea.

T h ere  are bound to be m any d isap p o in ted  at not 
receiving an in v ita tion  but the lim ited  spacc available 
just w ould not perm it a larger a llo ca tio n .

R egim ental Chapel.
O ur President. Brigadier B arclay , has launched 

an appeal fo r funds to  enable the  R egim ent to  em ­
bellish the R egim ental C hapel o f  St. Saviours in 
N orw ich C athedral “ in a m anner w orthy  of the great 
trad itions of the R eg im en t.'' T h e  cost o f the w ork

which is planned is estimated at £4.(KK). and includes 
oak wall panelling, new lighting. College stalls and 
oak a lta r rails.

It is all im portant that the cost o f this work 
should be borne by the m axim um  possible num ber 
and all donations, however small, will be gratefully 
acknowledged. Please send them to : —

Brigadier P. P. Barclay, D.S.O., M .C.. D.L .
The Royal Norfolk Regiment A ssociation, 

B ritannia Barracks.
Norwich. NOR 67 A.

T he W ar M em orial Cottages.
M ajor J. B. Youngs. M.B.E., after m ore than 40 

years on the Cottages Com m ittee has. on his doctor's 
advice, resigned. The Regiment is most grateful to 
M ajor Youngs for his long and devoted service to 
this m ost worthwhile cause.

New m em bers of the Com m ittee elected  at the 
annual m eeting held in February were Colonel II. R. 
R. C onder. L t-C ol. F. C. Atkinson and M ajor S. S.
F. H ornor.

I Mli B attalion O.C.A.
T h is flourishing Old C om rades' A ssociation held 

an o th er very successful reunion dinner a t the Royal 
H otel. Norwich on Saturday. 6th April when over 
80 m em bers were present with M ajor M- A. Trotter 
presiding



Among the guests were the  Lord M ayor of N o r­
wich (R. Q. G urney , Esq.). the  Rev. C anon Sinnett 
Davies, M ajor E. W. Edw ards, C aptain  C. P. 
Bassingthwaighte, C ap ta in  W . Clark and S/Ldr. L.
C. G. Goulty, w ho served in the Regim ent before 
transferring  to Ihe R.A.E.

The C hairm an  congratu la ted  those present on 
their rem arkable esprit de corps which drew them 
year after year to  these d inners and  paid tribu te  to 
their energetic Secretary , C ap ta in  W allace M. Palm er 
who, he said, has fostered an d  encouraged them  for 
m any years. M a jo r T ro tte r ended his speech by 
explaining that being dom iciled  in the Channel 
Islands for a long num ber o f  years he had regrettably 
not been present a t  m any of these dinners, but. hav ing 
now returned to  the “ m ain land  ” a t Exeter he hoped 
to be able to a ttend regularly in the future.

Ihe  Lord M ayor of N orw ich said that he had 
been more than impressed w ith the excellent spirit 
which prevailed am ong m em bers o f the O.C.A. and 
added his tribute to  the efforts of the Secretary.

Captain Palm er is subm itting  his annual report, 
referred to the passing du ring  the year of Capt. D. 
(Bob) Fraser. C /Sgts. Heyhoe and Smith. Sgt. Went- 
ford and Messrs. M ann and W om ack.

Of Bob Fraser, the Secretary recalled his ou t­
standing service bo th  as a so ld ier and a member of

the O .C.A . To him. in com m on with the  other 
com rades who had passed over, love of the Regim ent 
was som ething very dear.

T h e  Secretary expressed his thanks fo r  the 
generosity  of many well-wishers who had helped to 
defray  the cost :if the d inner and  announced th a t their 
late President, C aptain C. B. B olingbroke had 
bequeathed  a sum of money to be used fo r the  relief 
ol' d istress am ong form er m em bers of the Battalion. 
In ad d itio n , he had left £10 to " h e a d  the l i s t "  for 
a p resen ta tion  to the Secretary as a mark o f  appre­
cia tion  fo r all his hard work on their behalf.

T h e  toast of the “ V is ito rs” was proposed  by 
Mr. L eonard  King and replied to by Lieut.-Colonel 
W. G . Steward.

D uring the evening it becam e known that a 
fo rm er A djutant of the B attalion , Lt.-Col. Frank 
H igson, O.B.E., had w ithin the past year m arried 
Mrs. S. D. A. Peall and it was unanim ously  decided 
to send them  a wedding present. T he gift selected 
was a  silver ash tray  inset with a 1953 C oronation  
five-shilling piece.

Messages regretting their inability to be present 
were received from  many old friends, including one 
from  Lt.-Col. B. O. L. Prior, son of the fo u n d er of 
the O.C.A.

“  BEYOND  
T H E

G A T E S  ”

The long aw aited  Spring has a t last arrived and 
with it “ DafTodil Sunday.”  This year only about a 
dozen people were around when I looked in during 
the afternoon, a lthough th e  daffodils presented a 
wonderful sight.

We open these notes by congratulating ex-Cook 
Sgt. “ Flossie ” Forem an on being awarded the 
M eritorious Service Medal, also M r F. Dawes of 
Ipswich on the  aw ard  of the Long Service (Civil 
Defence) Efficiency M edal fo r fifteen years service

1 am not sure if it is the correct thing to con­
gratulate oneself on  the aw ard  of the M.S.M.i much 
of the pleasure has already departed  as a result of an 
unkind rem ark. When I asked ex-C.S.M. John 
Barnard if he had received his, he remarked " I f  you 
have got it, I d o n ’t want it."

Among v isito rs to the office since the last issue, 
was ex-Cpl. 5820598 Jack A llen, who enlisted at Thet- 
ford  in 1919 and  later served in Jubbulpore and 
Deolali.

He em igrated to  C anada in 1922 and, in 1929. 
moved on to the U.S.A. and  afterw ards served in the
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A m erican Forces He is now em ployed as an 
A m bulance D river and m anages to get hom e every 
three years, is still a supporter of local beers and 
enjoys reading the Journal.

E x 8168 Pte C rouch, from  West D ereham . came 
in du rin g  his yearly visit to Bury He tells me that 
he likes to come along once each year, pay h is dues, 
and renew old friendships in the town N ow  retired, 
he is still very fit and active.

Lt.-Col. A. F Cam pbell also looked in. To 
those who served before him , he will he known as 
the au th o r o f "Ju n g le  G reen ” but those w h o  served 
in h is  platoon at R aw lapindi. during the “ Big Exer- 
c ice.” will probably rem em ber that he cou ld  have 
w ritten  a book in those days, and called it “ The 
Lost Platoon ”

T w o of Ex R S M Bob W indley’s biggest head­
aches called in the o ther day— W .O.s “ Jo s ie  ” Pratt 
and “ Salty "  Smith, not yet beyond the gates, but 
approach ing  that stage. If Bob W indley h as  night­
m ares these days. I am  sure that the Sergeants’ Mess 
at Segam et will be am ongst the m ost frightening.



especially the n igh t he h ad  fire buckets fo r  bed 
partners.

Po in ts from  letters received include :—
Ex-W .O. I. W. Fossey has ju s t re tu rned  to  th is 

country from  service w ith  th e  A u stra lian  A rm y, 
during  w hich tim e he was aw ard ed  the L.S. and G .C . 
M edal an d  the M.S.M . O ur co n g ra tu la tio n s on these 
achievem ents. M r. Fossey is now  em ployed as 
Security Officer w ith a firm in W okingham .

Ex 5820748 L/Cpl. N oy w rites  fro m  M adras, S. 
India. H e  served w ith the R eg im en t in  M adras in 
1923 and later transferred  to  th e  M adras Police, 
a tta in ing  the rank o f Sgt. M a jo r C h ief D rill In struc­
tor, and retiring in 1953. M r. N oy  lives a t 98 St. 
P a trick ’s Road, St. T h o m as’ M oun t, M adras, S. India. 
H e  tells me that, th rough  the m ed ium  of the Journal, 
he has gained contact w ith h is  old friend  T om m y 
L ord, w ho is residen t in th e  C hesh ire  H om e, 
Colchester.

Ex-Pte. 9564 Pte. T eague, w ho  served with the  
3rd B attalion, and was w ounded  a t the Battle of 
G aza, w rote in fo r news of old com rades. He has 
now retired  and is liv ing  in B radford .

Ex-Cpl. G. A pling, now liv ing  a t 13 G reen lands 
R oad, Cam den Town, asks fo r in fo rm a tio n  regarding 
the w hereabouts of C apt. S. H em ingw ay, w ho was 
P latoon Officer of the 1st B a tta lio n  3in. M o rta r 
P latoon. Mr. A plin w ould like  to  h ear from  any 
w ho served with that Platoon, w ith  a  view  to  having 
a  reunion.

We are  gradually a tta in in g  th e  sta tus o f In fo rm ­
atio n  R oom  and get odd requests fo r  in fo rm ation . 
T he follow ing was a b it of a poser, bu t we m anaged 
to  satisfy the enquirer. “ C ould  w e supply  the nam es 
o f all Officers who received the  M a lab a r M edal fo r  
service in  that cam paign in N o v em b er 1921 ? ”

I am  sure the L ondon B ranch w ill be pleased to  
know th a t Ex-Band Sgt. “ M ary  ” G ilb e rt is back in 
the  L ondon district. H e will be  best rem em bered as 
the  leader of “ G ilb ert's  H a rm o n icas ” a t M how.

D uring  my travels over th e  p e rio d  1 have m et 
the follow ing :—

“ Busty ” Holm es, a  postm an a t C am bridge, still 
serving w ith the T .A . and as cheerfu l as ever. H e  
tells me that Ex-Sgt. M aurice H olm es and  the o th er 
“ M ary ”  G ilbert w ork w ith him .

Also on C am bridge p la tfo rm  the  sam e day, I 
was nearly  arrested as a susp ic ious character by 
Railw ay Policem an Ex-Cpl. Jo rd a n  ; it was only th e  
tie  that saved me.

On Ipswich station  I saw e x -G arriso n  Sgt. M ajo r 
L. Keable, also a postm an. H e a lso works w ith 
several o ld  Suffolks.

“ D ick ” W arren, the o ld  tim er, who m ade 
“  Beyond the G ates,” isn ’t qu ite  so  p a rticu la r ab o u t 
the com pany he keeps since he m oved to Felixstow e. 
I m et him  in the com pany of ex -M u le tee r B ridgem an 
of the “ fron tie r ” days ; a lso  in  th e  com pany. E rn ie  
Borley and  “ K nacker ” Balls. It was very nice to  
see them  all. M r. Bridgem an an d  I had  a lively 
discussion about some of the ba ttles  he fought against 
“  Battling ” Briggs an d  a few o th e r  tough custom ers 
o f that period.

I travelled hom e one n igh t fro m  N ew m arket in 
the com pany of ex-Band Sgt. “ T rees ”  P ra tt (C lappy 
Evans please note). M r. P ra tt is now  B andm aster

of N ew m ark e t T o w n  B and and is o ften  seen  a t Legion 
R allies w here h is  rendering o f “ L a s t  P o s t ” and  
“  R eveille  ” a re  m uch  apprec ia ted .

In h is  cap ac ity  of Local E m p lo y m en t Officer, he 
m eets m an y  o ld-tim ers. T hey all seem  to  fa ll in to  
o n e  of the  fo llow ing  three ca teg o ries  :— P ublican s. 
P a rsons o r  P ro b a tio n  Officers.

L 'x .ia n g  f o r  in fo rm ation  last m a rk e t  d ay , I 
b u n p e d  in to  ex-P te. C ook, w ho was c o m p a n y  cook 

f  “  D  ”  C o m p an y  in the A rakan. H e  becam e very 
u n p o p u la r , no t th rough  h is cooking, b u t  by  d isch arg ­
ing  h is Sten a t a  Pye D og when p e rfo rm in g  h is  first 
an d  only stag du ty , a t  m idnight, th e re b y  causing  
several w eary  so ld iers to  “ S tand to .”

I m u st apo log ise  to  those I h av e  m et b u t not 
m en tio n ed  th is  tim e, I have a lread y  ta k e n  u p  my 
a llo ted  space, b u t, if you a re  in B u ry , an d  have 
n o th in g  to  do  a n d  now here to do  it, ta k e  th e  exam ple  
o f  m any  serv ing  in the  cam p (P ad d y  D u ffy  please 
no te), d ro p  in a n d  see us.

B efore  c losing  the follow ing sh o rt, t ru e  s to ry  is 
w orthy  of p u b lica tion , since it dep icts th e  “  D ay  and 
A ge ” in  w hich  w e live.

T ry in g  to  b o o st the sales o f the n e w  R eg im en ta l 
T ie , th e  local salesm an passed a fe w  ro u n d  the 
O rd erly  R oom  staff. Before an y  one c o u ld  get really  
in te res ted , the very  ju n io r L/Cpl. a sk ed  “  W h a t’s all 
these N in es an d  Twelves on here  f o r ? ”  T h e  tie 
sa lesm an  co llected  his ties and  d e p a r te d  in sorrow . 
(A nd . fo r  the benefit o f  that L /C p l., i t  w asn ’t me 
th a t k icked  his b ran d  new M .G . sp o rts  car).

So, in  c losing , the best w ishes to  a ll o ld  tim ers, 
everyw here . S.H.W .

N .B .—T h e  A nnual R eunion  o f th e  Suffo lk  Sec­
tio n  o f the  1st East A nglian R e g im e n t Past and 
P resen t A sso c ia tio n  will be held a t B len h e im  C am p , 
B ury  St. E d m u n d s, on Sunday, 29th Ju ly ,  1962. and 
n o t a t  H arw ich .

THF. R O Y A L  H O SPIT A L , C H E L S E A
O ld S o ld iers never d ie, an d  a  v is it to  th e  R oyal 

H o sp ita l, C h elsea , proves that they a lso  ta k e  a  long 
tim e  to fade  aw ay .

P assing  th ro u g h  the gates on  a w e t S a tu rday  
m o rn in g  in  M arch , we got the  feeling  th a t  we w ere 
b ack  in the  A rm y  again. T his fee lin g  w a s  stren g th ­
ened. w hen, o n  asking for in fo rm a tio n , we w ere 
sm artly  to ld  by a n  old so ld ier to  rep o rt to  th e  O rderly  
R oom .

T h is  v isit w ip ed  aw ay m any o f th e  ru m o u rs  one 
h ears  o f  life  in th e  R oyal H ospital. A t  C h e lsea  the 
In -P ensioners liv e  in barrack blocks, w ith  a  sen io r 
N o n -C o m m issio n ed  Officer in charge, a n d  they  are 
o rg an ised  in to  C om panies, each co m m a n d ed  by a 
C a p ta in  o f Invalids.

T h ere  is a  w et canteen, very m u ch  lik e  a  S er­
g ean ts’ M ess, w ith  funds m anaged on  th e  lines o f  a 
Service Institu te , a  parade ground, d in in g  room  and. 
fo r  every  old so ld ier, a small place w h e re  he sleeps 
an d  has his b e in g  and where, save o n  in sp e c tio n , no 
one  goes except by  invitation.

T h ere  a re  ran k s o f  course and a  u n ifo rm , bo th  
dress a n d  undress. Leave is read ily  g ra n te d  and 
th ere  is n e ith e r R eveille n o r L igh ts O ut.

T h e  on ly  pa rad es a re  C hurch  a n d  p a y . a n d . as 
th e  P en sio n e rs  a r e  paid by R egim ents, a t  least once

ffj



each w eek m en com e together, on parade, as they 
d id  so m any years ago, a n d  in so m any fa r  off 
d istan t places, w here  B ritish  soldiers no longer serve.

A  visit to the  Infirm ary to  see Cpl. C h arlie  Petch 
was m ost in te re s tin g ; the Infirm ary is one o f the 
m ost u p  to  date  o f its k ind  in the  country , well 
equ ipped  and  very well staffed, and  the  treatm ent 
there  shows how  well these o ld  soldiers are looked 
a fte r  in th e ir declin ing  years.

C harlie  w as suffering fro m  the effects of a m ild 
stroke, was m uch  better, and very  pleased to  see some 
one from  his native  Bury St. Edm unds.

L ater, a v isit w as paid to  the barrack  b locks 
w here we w ere m et by In-Pensioners of the  Regim ent, 
C/Sgt. G . Sm ith, C pt. H. C hillco tt, and ex-Bdsm . F. 
T. C rockford . Sgt. "  Flossie ”  Forem an was on leave.

C pl. C h ilco tt is in very good health , though 
suffering fro m  fa ilin g  eyesight. H is m em ory is very 
good and  am ong  o thers he particu larly  w ished to  be 
rem em bered to M r. and M rs. Percy W atts, who 
relieved him  in th e  Officers’ M ess in  1930.

In-Pensioner C rockford , a  youngster by Chelsea 
standards, en joys good hea lth  and states th a t he 
cou ld n ’t be in a  b e tte r place.

A v isit to  the  R oyal H o sp ita l is well w orth  while 
and it is easy to  get to, underground  to Sloane 
Square and  it's  just round th e  corner. It can  also 
be reached by buses 39 and 137.

V isito rs a re  alw ays welcom e. H ours o f adm ission 
are  : W eekdays 10 a.m . to 12 noon and 2-30 p.m . to 
dusk. Sunday 2 p.m . to dusk.

In case you a re  asked when you get th ere  if 
you know  an y th in g  abou t th e  Royal H osp ita l. It 
was designed by S ir C h ris to p h er W ren and founded 
in 1682 by C harles II, and, despite  popular belief, 
Nell G w ynne d o esn ’t fit into th e  story.

L O N D O N  B R A N C H
W e offer o u r  heartiest congratu la tions to Ipsw ich 

T ow n F .C . on finishing the  season a t the to p  of 
D iv ision  1. N o  m ean  feat, and  especially as it is 
only th e ir  first season in D iv ision  1.

M y local team  d id n ’t d o  to o  badly e ither. They 
won the  F.A . C u p  fo r  the second year running.

O ur m eeting  on  the 10th M arch w as well 
a ttended  and  included  that very  well know n “ M ile­
stones ”  W allah  “  R a te  ”  E llerby and also that equally  
well know n ex-m em ber of th e  band “  M ary ’’ G ilbert. 
“ R ate  ” took  a lo t o f persuading to a ttend  one  of 
o u r  m eetings bu t now  that he  has finally taken  the 
plunge, he  is fu ll o f en thusiasm  and is eargerly  look­
ing fo rw ard  to  the  next m eeting. “  R ates ” rendering  
o f “ M ilestones ”  w as abso lu te ly  the m ostest and  I 
am  sure th a t Sam m y Sawyer a n d  his fellow  A gonizers 
cou ld  not have do n e  better. “  R ate ” was ably 
supported  by a  c h o ir  consisting  of M ary ,” “ Shoey.” 
Bill N o rth . “ T ic h ” M oulding. “ N o b b y ” (F . C.) 
C larke  and  Jack  W ebb. A s a m atter of fact I expect 
th is act to  be  snapped  up  fo r  Sunday N igh t a t the 
L ondon  Pallad ium .

It certain ly  w as a m ost enjoyable evening bu t a 
g reat pity th a t the  Ipsw ich B ranch was unable to  take 
up o u r  inv ita tion . W e do h o p e  that they will be  ab le  
to com e up to L ondon  for o u r  meeting on 26th May.

It is m ost pleasing to see such m em bers a s  Jack 
C adm an. “  P ony  ”  M oore, P e te r  Langran, B ert and

Mrs. W elch, R ay  and Mrs. Pike, A lb ert and M rs. 
C hapm an, Jack W ebb “ N obby ” (F . C.) C larke, and  
Eddie C ooper and  his daughter Ann.

I im agine there  is quite a num ber o f us O ld C om ­
rades looking forw ard to m eeting  once again  a t 
H arw ich fo r the Annual R eunion  th ere  on 29th Ju ly .

I fo r  one will certainly m iss th e  old rendezvous 
a t Bury St. E dm unds— its very friend ly  a tm osphere  
and people and the qu iet but very congenial a tm o s­
phere o f the public  houses (“ Shoey ”  and “ T ich  ” 
please note). A ll of us felt it used to  be a day well 
spent in  the com radeship once again  of old and , in 
most cases, well tried friendships.

1 sincerely hope that we will be back again  in 
Bury St. E dm unds fo r the 1963 R eunion .

I w onder if  G. M oxon (ex-CpI.) and “ C o n k  ” 
C hinery  will be attending th is y e a r’s R eun ion  ? I 
would very m uch like to m eet them  again as it is 
quite  a  tim e since 1 last saw them — before th e  w ar. 
in the case of G. Moxon.

Once again, and w ith deep reg re t I conclude 
these notes w ith the sad news o f th e  death  of a  very 
well know n m em ber of the L ondon  Branch—C h arlie  
Flynn (7143373) w ho passed away on  the last day  of 
1961, aged 67 years. H e was exceedingly well know n 
in the 2nd B attalion as a hockey p layer and I p e r­
sonally have had the pleasure of p laying w ith  him  
and the  frustra tion  of playing ag a in st him. I have 
played against and with him  on  m ore occasions than  
I care to rem em ber.

H e was indeed a great sportsm an and possessed 
a very pleasing and easy m anner a n d  was well liked  
by everyone w ho cam e into con tact w ith him.

He enlisted in the C onnaught R angers, A ugust 
1912 and  w hilst w ith that un it saw  service w ith  the  
B.E.F. F rance, M .E .F. Salonica E .E , Force , an d  again
B.E.F. France from  M ay 1918 to  Ju n e  1919 an d  fro m  
that da te  a t hom e in the U.K.

On the disbandm ent of the Ir ish  R egim ents in  
1922 he was transferred  to the 2nd B attalion a t hom e. 
G ib ra ltar, C hina and India.

He was discharged to pension in M ay 1935 bu t 
was re-called to  the C olours on  m o b ilisa tio n  in 
Septem ber 1939 and served th ro u g h o u t the w a r w ith  
the rank  of C/Sgt. and C.S.M . un til h is d ischarge in 
June 1945. H e was in possession of the 1914 S tar, 
British W ar M edal. V ictory M edal, D efence M edal. 
W ar M edal, M.S.M., and L. S. and  G . C. M edal.

H is pleasing and easy m anner and  his cheerfu l 
a ttitu d e  tow ards everyone together w ith h is 22 ct. 
smile will be sadly missed by all o f  us.

W e offer to  his widow and fam ily  o u r  very 
sincere condolences and o u r very best and sincere  
good wishes fo r the future.

W e hope th a t Mrs. F lynn will continue to  a tten d  
out m eetings as she has done w ith  C harlie, in  the 
past. I t  is I  th in k  unnecessary to  say how w elcom e 
she will be.

Mrs. F lynn  has since expressed to me h e r lik e li­
hood of attending the next A nnual R eun ion  at 
H arw ich and w ould apprecia te  very m uch m eeting  
again he r old friends of whom  she had many. H .H . 
E d ito r’s N ote.— Since these notes w ere w ritten  I am

pleased to say th a t the Suffolk Section R eu n io n
will now be held at B lenheim  C am p. B ury St.
Edm unds.



IPSW ICH B R A N C H

A t the  Annual G enera l M eeting held on 19th 
January  1962, it was decided that, as so few  m em bers 
present (7), the question o f poor a ttendance  and the 
social side of the B ranch should  be postponed  until 
the first meeting in A pril.

A t the  m eeting on the  6th A pril, the  sam e seven 
m em bers and their wives only cam e along  and, after 
discussion, it was decided to  carry  on  fo r a fu rther 
six m onths at least in th e  hope th a t as the better 
w eather came along so w ould  a  few m ore of our 
m em bers come to social m eetings.

D uring  the same evening (6th A pril), we were 
very pleased to have w ith  us M ajo r S tarling  o f the 
1st E ast Anglian R egim ent w ho gave a talk on 
recruiting  activities fo r the R egim ent and also 
dem onstrated the up  to da te  w eapons of the present 
day infantry  man. A lthough , as he m entioned, he 
had no hope of “ recru iting  ” a t  o u r  m eeting one 
could never tell w hat a  ta lk  to  even a few “ old 
codgers ” (quoting S tan W in ter) w ould produce in 
the way of relatives, frien d s o r ne ighbours as likely 
recruits. It was a very in te resting  ta lk  w hich was 
very m uch appreciated and  we w ere very sorry  that 
there w ere so few m em bers present to  listen to  it. 
Stan W inter, who cam e fro m  Bury St. E dm unds with 
M ajor Starling, also gave a ta lk  on  th e  R egim ental 
A ssociation and various m eans o f getting the 
younger men to jo in  the A ssociation  to replace the 
older type.

Like o ther Branches, we are  h it by poor a tten­
dance— especially during  the  w in ter m onths. It is 
well understood, as a  nu m b er o f o u r m em bers are 
well up in the age group  an d  one could  hard ly  expect 
them  to turn  out of a w arm  room  on  a co ld  w in ter’s 
evening to  attend our m eetings. O u r m ain  intention 
is of course to get the younger fo lk  to  jo in  bu t it is 
a hard job  to even get som e W orld  W ar II men 
interested.

However, the p rospect o f bette r attendances 
during the warm er evenings w as evidenced by  the 
presence of 28 m em bers and  w ives a t  o u r m eeting 
on 4th M ay. Q uite a good  m uster. D uring  the 
evening invitations from  tw o B ranches w ere discussed. 
One from  London fo r  26th M ay an d  one  from  C am ­
bridge fo r 2nd June. I t  w as decided  th a t owing to 
the social evenings to w hich we w ere invited being 
so close together we cou ld  only a tten d  one  o f these 
functions. As we had v isited  C am bridge  on previous 
occasions it was voted th a t we change d irec tion  and 
visit the London Branch on  26th M ay. So look out 
London—we have a full b us and  in tend  to  m ake o u r 
joum ey really worth while.

We should like to  th an k  th e  m em bers of H.Q. 
Com pany. The Suffolk and C am bridgesh ire  Regim ent 
(T.A.) fo r  three very p leasant evenings spen t a t their 
Drill H all during the past three  m onths. On two 
evenings a  band was present when the  “ Light F an ­
tastic ” was watched by m ost o f o u r m em bers 
present. Some did jo in  in the “ O ld T ym e ” style 
bu t were pleased to sit o u t fo r  the “ Sam ba ” and 
“ Twist.” The evening the  band w as no t present two 
horse racing games were la id  o n — m ust to  the am use­
m ent o f some and co n stern a tio n  o f others. O ther 
games were played—som e of the ladies w inning cash 
a t Tom bola whilst the gents w ere w inn ing  beer at 
D a r ts ! The refreshm ents p rov ided  w ere excellent 
and on the whole we consider w e had som e very good

evenings and w ould lik e  to  th an k  the loca l T .A . lads 
fo r the invite  and hope m ore o f  o u r m em bers w ould 
show  th e ir  apprec ia tion  by  tu rn ing  up.

O ne of o u r  m em bers, Mr. A . E. G reen , is having 
a  spell in hospital a t  R oeham pton . H e  orig inally  
w ent in fo r a check up  bu t was de ta ined  a w hile fo r 
treatm ent.

A fterw ards he developed m o re  tro u b le  and  so has 
been kept fo r  fu rth er treatm ent. W e are  hoping, 
how ever, th a t he will soon get bette r an d  we witn 
us again . B.W.

M IL D E N H A L L  A N D  D IS T R IC T  B R A N C H
T his year, instead o f  our annual p a rty  fo r  m em ­

bers’ children , we took them  to th e  “Q ueen o f H earts” 
a t C am bridge on the 6 th  January . A  nu m b er of 
m em bers accom panied the  ch ild ren  and  the outing  
was voted a great success.

T he arrangem ents were largely m ade  by our 
L adies’ C om m ittee, un d er the lead ersh ip  o f M rs. H. 
Leonard.

On the  13th January , our B ranch again  v isited 
C am bridge ; on this occasion a t  the  in v ita tio n  of 
the C am bridge Branch to  a social evening a t  their 
H eadquarters.

T h is was very m uch enjoyed and, as m em bers 
of the W isbech Branch were a lso  present, m any old 
acquain tances were renewed.

T h e  Tow n H all, M ildenhall, was the  scene of a  
social evening on the 24th M arch , w hen m em bers 
from  the C am bridge B ranch w ere able to  be w ith  us. 
We had also invited a party fro m  W isbech B ranch 
but. on this occasion, they  were unable  to be w ith us.

W eekly Bingo D rives organised  by  the  Social 
C om m ittee arc  well supported  and  none fa ils  to  h ear 
the voice o f our caller—ex-C.S.M . H . C ox  !

O u r m onthly m eetings a t o u r  H ead q u arters at 
the M aids H ead Inn, M ildenhall, u n d e r the chair­
m ansh ip  of Mr. C. W. Leeks a re  reasonab ly  attended. 
O ur only regret is th a t ill h ealth  prevents our 
P resident. M ajor A. W. Neve. O .B.E., fro m  attending 
o u r meetings, bu t we are  grateful fo r  h is continued 
in terest and support. V.C.P.

PL Y M O U T H  B R A N C H
It is w ith  m uch regret th a t we open ou r notes 

w ith  sad news. The sudden d ea th  on  th e  14th of 
M arch. 1962, of “ S o n n y "  R oper was a  shock to  us 
all. Since retirem ent fro m  the R egim ent h e  had lived 
a t Plym stock and had been em ployed a t the  O rdnance 
D epot a t  P lym pton. T h e  funeral a t E fford Cem etery 
was attended by branch representatives, M ajo r Blake 
(also representing  Col. J. Hill), M r. F . Peck, M r. W. 
Cox, Mrs. H olland  and daughter.

Since th e  last ed ition  of the Jou rn a l, our 
m onth ly  m eetings have a lternated  betw een purely 
m ale gatherings and social evenings w hen fam ilies 
a re  invited. T he latter appear to  be  the m ore popular 
chiefly because the  need fo r baby-sitte rs has receded 
to the  past, we all feel old age creeping on when 
in troductions a re  m ade to  m arried  sons an d  daughters 
o f m em bers who so few years ago seem  to  have been 
“ chickos.”

T he program m e fo r  a  social evening varies con­
siderab ly  fro m  “ T ake your P ick ,” tap e  recorded 
quizzes, advert and w ine guessing com petitions and



raffles, all w orthy  efforts on  the part of our C om ­
m ittee. T h e  m ost successful com petitors appear to  
be the Peck, M ilsom , Baldry, Burley and H itchcock 
fam ilies who even seem  to keep  up to date on cu rren t 
affairs and events to  such levels as the "T w is t.”

O ur co rresp o n d en t was recently in A ldershot and 
had occasion to  v isit Messrs. Potter’s Music Em ­
porium , w here he saw  a  pho tograph  of Drum  M ajors 
who took  p a rt in A ldershot T attoo  in the early  
th irties. T o  the  fo re  in the photograph was l la rry  
C otton, w ho is well rem em bered by the m anager of 
Potters. If you read these notes H arry, salaams are  
passed to you from  your old friends.

Please no te  all holiday m akers, that if you com e 
westwards, you a re  now offered the new T am ar 
Bridge route to  th a t “  fu rrin  part ” Cornwall as well 
as the  T o rp o in t Ferry.

M ore news of our m em bers as prom ised in our 
last notes :— Messrs Thom as, Buxton and “ D a p p e r ” 
Borley are all employed by the G .P.O .. th e  two 
form er in the telephone departm ent and th e  latter 
supplies all the spares. P ilgrim  runs a g rocery  store 
in Tam erton F o lio t (near the treacle m ines) and 
generally appears to prosper. B aldry d rives a  van 
around  Plym outh but w hat he actually  achieves is 
ra ther obscure, perhaps he will enlighten us one 
day. Jackie Milson fails to disclose his occupation , 
but we w onder if it has anything to  do w ith income 
tax. Bill Burley still m akes the clocks tick in  Totnes.

Sickness in the fam ily has deprived us o f  the 
com pany of the Reesons and Edgeleys recently , we 
trust that by the tim e these notes ap p ear in print 
com plete recovery will have been achieved ; o u r  best 
wishes anyway.

1st EAST ANGLIAN R E G IM E N T  PA ST AND PR E SEN T  A SSO C IA TIO N

If  you h a v e  served, or a re  still serv ing , in  e ith e r th e  1st E ast A nglian, R oyal N orfolk 
o r Suffo lk  R eg im en ts  a n d  a re  n o t a lre a d y  a  m em ber o f your R eg im en ta l A ssociation , 

you should  jo in  th e  1st E ast A n g lian  R egim ent P a s t a n d  P re se n t A ssociation.
W rite  to  th e  S e c re ta ry  fo r  fu ll p a r tic u la rs  a t : —

R e g im e n ta l H eadquarters ,
1st E a s t A nglian  R egim ent,

B rita n n ia  B arracks,
N O R W IC H , Norfolk.

NOR. 67A.
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*Kansomes
NEW 4-STROKE

2-stroke or Electric

THE ANGLO  
S C H O O L  OF 
M O T O R I N G

Principal: R. TRETT, I.A.M., M.A.R.D.I.

■Jt Modern Motor Cars with

Dual Control for your Safety 

and Heaters for your Comfort

24a HATTER STREET 
BURY ST. EDMUNDS

Tel. ; Bury St. E dm unds 3136

RINSOMIS SIMS 4 JEfFERIES LTD., UR*Fll WORKS. IPSWICH

TV RENTAL AT ITS BEST

* BEST SETS

* BEST TERMS

* BEST “ a f t e r
S A L E S  SERVICE”

T h ree  GO OD R easons (o r G oing to

LAWSON’S (BURY ST. ED M U N D S ) LTD
36 CORN HILL

Tel. 3304 <3 lines*
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Service! Quality! Satisfaction!
ffc 17 D &  T H E  M A N ’S 
IP AlD3 W A L K -R O U N D  SH O P

H A T T E R  S T R E E T  
BURY ST. EDMUNDS 

Men's and Boys’ Outfitters
Our Speciality i s :

"  C L O T H E S  F O R  T H E  M O D E R N  M A N  ”

L. D. FAIERS & SONS
28 Butter Market 

Bury St. Edmunds

THE 
W INE & SPIRIT MERCHANTS 

FOR EVERY OCCASION

, E E S O N S
P H O T O G R A P H IC  LTD .

Opposite th e  Abbey gate

Bury St. Edmunds
F o r a ll y o u r  P h o to g ra p h ic  R eq u irem en ts  

C IN E  a n d  S T IL L  
A u th o rise d  A gencies fo r: 

P a illa rd -B o lex  - L e lca  - Zeiss Ik o n  
A ccred ited  S a les  a n d  Service  fo r:

G .B . B E LL  & HO W ELL

For a Town or Country House 
or Bungalow — consult

GERALD BENJAMIN
Auctioneer, Valuer and Stocktaker

KING STREET  
I P S W I C H

(Just behind  th e  T ow n  Hall)
Phone I 52287

W ESTGATE & SONS, LTD.
37  Abbeygate Street 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS
P h o n e : 2887/8

V E G E T A B L E  &  FL O W E R  SEED S 
LAW N G R A S S  SE E D  — D U TC H  B U L B S 

SEED  PO T A T O E S 
H O R T IC U L T U R A L  P E A T  — SU N D R IE S  

L a r g e  V arie ty  F ood  fo r D om estic  A nim als

SE L FE  B R O S.
MOTOR BODY WORKS

A N G E L  L A N E  
BURY ST. EDMUNDS 

T el. B U R Y  ST . E D M U N D S  2446

Specialising in Body R epairs & Panel Beating 
Cellulose Spraying, C oach Painting 

Sign W riting , E tc.

Telephone: 215

F . BOGGIE
Wholesale and Retail 

Fish Merchants

S T . J O H N  S T R E E T  
BURY ST. EDMUNDS

A IR  - R A IL  - SEA - COACH T IC K E T S  
IN C LU SIV E TO U R S - W in e r  Sports Cruises 

Y our A uthorised  T R A V E L  AGENT for 
B U R Y  8T . EDM U NDS & W E S T  SU FFO LK  is

FAIRTAX (TRAVEL) LTD
BRENTGOVEL STREET  
BURY ST. EDMUNDS

P h o n e  445 (3 lines)
L u n n s, Sw ans, G lobal, O v erlan d , F la ir, W ings, 

H orizon, P . &  M., F ram es, B utlins, Etc. 
IT  C O ST S Y O U  L ESS TO  B O O K  LOCALLY
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T E L E PH O N E  :

BURY ST. EDMUNDS - 2 6 6 7

❖

J . BREAM & COOPER
(BURY ST. ED M U N D S) LTD.

HEATING - VENTILATING  
a n d  SANITARY ENGINEERS 

❖

3 ST. ANDREWS STREET (S)

B U R Y  S T .  E D M U N D S

L A U R I E S
THE FAMILY STORE

F a s h i o n s  a n d  A c c e s s o r i e s , M e n ’s  

a n d  B o y ’s  W e a r , I r o n m o n g e r y  

T o o l s , H a r d w a r e , F u r n i t u r e , 

C a r p e t s  a n d  E v e r y t h i n g  f o r  t h e  

H o m e .

LAURIE & McCONNAL Ltd.
FITZROY STREET 

CAMBRIDGE

P h o n e  : F u rn i tu re  also  a t
50264 B rad w ell’s C o u rt

East Anglian Wireworking 
and Engineering Co. Ltd.

For

CHAIN LINK FENCING 

MACHINE GUARDS  

GENERAL W IRE WORK

125 FORE STREET 
IPSWICH

p h o n e  5 3 4 5 7

H. C. WOLTON & SON
C h a r te re d  A uctioneers & E s ta te  A gents

Sp ec ia lis ts  in th e  sa le  a n d  v a lu a tio n  of 
tow n a n d  c o u n try  p ro p e rtie s  a n d  farm s.

(H . C. W OLTON . F.A .I., J . C . W O LTO N , M.A., 
F.R .I.C .S ., F.A .I.)

6 W H I T I N G  S T R E E T  
B U R Y  S T .  E D M U N D S

Tel. : B ury  S t. E d m u n d s  3366 (2 lines)

(E stab lish ed  over 65 y ea rs)

L. FULCHER LTD.
Funeral Directors

10 WHITING STREET  
B U R Y  S T .  E D M U N D S

C H A PE LS O F  R E S T  
F u n e ra l Service av a ilab le  a t  a ll  tim es

TE L E PH O N E  B U R Y  4 9 /1 0 5 ; 49 N ig h t
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B U R R E L L S QUALIFIED &  FACTORY TRAINED 

ENGINEERS for
2 6  A ngel Hill RADIO, TELEVISION &  ELECTRICAL

Bury St. Edmunds
We have four shops and a

T E L E P H O N E : 3157/8 fleet of service vans in this

•
area for your convenience

» □ «

V A U X H A L L  /  BEDFORD
M A IN  DEALERS Woollatt & Mitchell

AND W H IT ING  STREET A N D  ST. JOHNS STREET

A l l  #*• T* ■ ■ BURY ST. ED M U N D S 3242/3
A U S T I N CASTLE STREET, THETFORD - - 2224

RETAIL DEALERS HIGH STREET, B R A N D O N  - - 339

This space is donated by I V .  H .  CULLEN A  SON
L. J . LBESON Tailors, Clothiers, Hatters and Hosiers

4, 5 &  6 Butter Market
and Son Ltd. Bury St. Edmunds

T H E  C H E M I S T S (r ig h t opposite  Suffo lk  H otel)
The noted house for Men’s Suits, Overcoats,

ABBEYGATE Mackintoshes, Raincoats, Shirts, Ties, Collars, 
Socks, etc. All goods marked in Plain Figures.

BURY ST. EDMUNDS
Terms—Cash

You c a n 't  do  b e tte r  th a n  t r y  C ullen  an d  S o n  
fo r C lo th ing .

JAMES ROLFE &  SONS
LIMITED

St. Andrews Street South

SELF-d r iv e :
CARS FOR HIRE

BURY ST. EDMUNDS c /o  JENKINS GARAGE
C o r n ,  S e e d  & F o r a g e  M e r c h a n t s

Cattle, Pig and Poultry Foods ST. ANDREWS STREET, SOUTH

Fertilisers B U R Y  S T .  E D M U N D S

E s ta b lish e d  1837 'P h o n e : 3357/58 T E L E P H O N E : - - B U R Y  868
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R ARCLAY M OTORSU  m m i  l i m i t e d  J

HUMBER . HILLMAN . SUNBEAM  
SINGER

Sales and Service 

BURY ST. EDMUNDS
TELEPHONE : 2345

MARLOW & CO. LTD.
Timber and Builders’ Merchants 

COLLEGE STREET  
BURY ST , EDMUNDS

T elep h o n e  59 
Also see o u r  Show room s in  
C H U R C H G A TE S T R E E T  

fo r B a th ro o m  Suites <all co lo u rs). S in k  U n its. 
R a y b u rn  Cookers a n d  Stoves, T ile  S u rro u n d s , 
Fo rm ica , W ate r S o ften ers  & A ll-N ight B u rners. 

B ran ch es in  N ew m arket, B ra n d o n , 
T h e tfo rd , Ipsw ich  a n d  C am bridge .

Best wishes to the 1st East Anglian 
Regiment. 

from

F. WINTON-SMITH LTD.
Provision Manufacturers 
WELLINGTON HOUSE  
EAST RD., CAMBRIDGE

T elephone ; - - C A M B R ID G E  56211

This Regimental Journal
is produced for the 
1st East Anglian Regiment

by

THE MORECAMBE BAY 
PRINTERS LTD.,

B R ID G E  R O A D  

M O R E C A M B E

Telephone 129

*

Please ask for Mr. Cross when making 
enquiries.

This ready-made sports jacket 
costs from 9 gns. The Trousers, 
Terylene and wool, from 5 gns.

A. G. ALMOND
46 S I D N E Y  S T R E E T  

Telephone 50300 Cambridge
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TO MC« MAJCSTV TMC QUEEN 
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w n ,
( B O N D  S T . )  L T D . ,

R E G I M E N T A L  
C A P M A K E R S  TO

1st EAST ANGLIAN 
REGIMENT

H e BBBBT JOHNSON
specialise itt hats for every 
occasion — faultless hats 
made to suit you personally, 
with the same distinctive 
correctness that is observed in 
the making of all regimental 
headgear. Also available 
are impeccable accessories 
including regimental 
and club ties.

38 N ew  Bond St., London W .I. 
Mayfair 0784
Weekdays 9 a.m. — j  p.m. 
(Thursdays 6.310 p.m.)
Saturdays 9 a.m. — 1  p.m.
40a London R d ., Camberley 
(Wednesday afternoons only)
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♦
*
*

%
*

*
*

S ts  a sure siyn 

there s some aooa veer around

GREENE KING irew it locally
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