
Generals' appointments
L T  G EN  S ir J o h n  A k eh u rst has 
been a p p o in ted  D epu ty  S uprem e 
C om m ander E u ro p e  n the ra n k  of 
G eneral fro m  J u n  87.

H e is cu rren tly  C o m m an d e r UK 
Field A rm y an d  In sp ec to r G eneral 
o f the  TA  as well as being  D eputy  
C o lonel (L in co ln sh ire , L eicester­
sh ire  and  N o rth am p to n sh ire ).

In  his new a p p o in tm en t the 
G eneral will be based  in M ons.

*  *  *  *

M A J G E N  S ir D avid T h o rn e  is to 
be C o lonel C o m m a n d a n t T he 
Q u een ’s D iv ision  in O ct 86 when 
he takes  over from  M aj G en M . F . 
R eynolds C B . M aj G en T h o rn e  is 
curren tly  D irec to r o f In fa n try .

Lt Gen Sir John Akehurst Maj Gen S ir David Thorne

Our Territorials are  
'ready and waiting'

Poachers'
Armagh
tragedy
W E  sa d ly  r e c o rd  th a t  o n  9 
J u l  86  P te s  C a r l  D a v ie s  a n d  
M itc h e l l  ( G e o r d ie )  B e r tr a m  
w e re  k ille d  b y  a  t e r r o r i s t  
b o m b  w h ile  o n  a c t iv e  s e r ­
v ice  in  S o u th  A r m a g h :  P te s  
K e v in  C la r k  a n d  D a n n y  
F e v e  w e re  in ju r e d  in  th e  
s a m e  e x p lo s io n .

A ll  w e re  m e m b e r s  o f  a  
P o a c h e r  M o r t a r  P l a to o n  
p o s i t io n  in v e s t ig a t in g  a  
s u s p ic io u s  v e h ic le .

O u r  d e e p e s t  s y m p a th y  to  
M r s  J a c q u e l in e  D a v ie s ,  w h o  
liv e s  in C o lc h e s te r ,  a n d  to  
th e  p a r e n t s  o f  b o th  P te  
D a v ie s  a n d  P te  B e r t r a m .

W e  w ish  P te s  C la r k  a n d  
F e v e  a  s p e e d y  re c o v e ry .

“ R E A D Y  an d  w a itin g ”  is th e  c u r ­
ren t rec ru itin g  th em e  o f  th e  T e r­
r ito ria l A rm y . T he  R oyal A nglian 
R egim ent is f o r tu n a te  in hav ing  
th ree T A  b a tta lio n s , w hich are  
specially  fea tu red  in  th is  e d itio n  o f 
the C astle .

T he T A  is o ften  o v e r lo o k ed  by 
its R egular c o u n te rp a r ts , m an y  o f  
whom  know  little  o f  th is  v ital part 
o f  the “ O ne  A rm y ” . By 1990 the 
TA  will n u m b er som e 91 ,000  m en 
and  w om en , 5 ,000  o f  w h o m  w ill be 
in  the  new ly -fo rm ed  H o m e  Service 
Force. T he n u m b er o f  T A  in fan try  
ba tta lions w ill rise  f ro m  its  p resen t 
38 to  44 w hen  th e  T A  w ill a ccoun t 
fo r 4 0%  o f  th e  A rm y ’s m ob ilised  
streng th . It goes w ith o u t saying 
th a t w ith o u t the T A .  o u r  c o u n try  
c o u ld  n o t fu l f i l l  its  N A T O  co m  
m itm e n ts . Two o f  o u r  th re e  bat 
ta lions re in fo rce  I (B R ) C o rp s  an d

the th ird ,  th e  6 th  B a tta lio n , is p a rt 
o f  U K L F  resp o n sib le  fo r th e  
d e fen ce  o f  th e  U n ited  Kingdom .

T h e  5 th  B a tta lio n  w as form ed in 
1967. Its H Q  is in P e te rb o ro u g h  

an d  it has rifle  c o m p an ie s  based in 
C h e lm sfo rd , B ra in tree , H ertfo rd  
an d  W ellin g b o ro u g h , it fo rm s part 
o f  49  In f  Bde a t C h ilw ell and is in 
tu rn  p a r t  o f  2  In f  D iv. T h e  5 th B a t­
ta lio n  a ls o  sp o n so rs  th e  Royal 
A n g lia n  T A  B a n d , w hich is based 
in  P e te rb o ro u g h .

T h e  6 th  B a tta lio n  w as form ed in 
1971. Its H Q  is in  B u ry  S t. Ed -  
m u n d s  a n d  it. h a s  rifle  com pan ies 
b a se d  in  N o rw ich , B edford ,
Ip sw ich  a n d  C a m b rid g e  It is p a rt
o f  54 I n f  B d e  a t G ran th am .

T h e  7th  B atta lion  w as form ed in  
1971. Its H Q  is in  L eicester an d  it 
has r if le  co m p an ie s  based in

L oughborough , S cun tho rpe , L in­
coln and  N o rtham pton . The b a t­
talion also  form s p a rt o f  49 In f 
Bde, along w ith the 5th B attalion.

All th ree b a tta lions have four 
rifle com panies and  have the same 
equipm ent as the ir  Regular 
co u n terp arts , only to  a slightly 
reduced scale. B oth N A TO  b a t­
ta lions a re  scaled fo r  six M ILA N  
and  eight 81m m  m o rta rs  an d  have 
their ow n  in tegral tra n sp o rt.  The 
6th B atta lion  has tw o  m o rta rs . All 
th ree b a tta lions have  a co n ­
siderab le  tra in ing  com m itm ent to  
achieve the s tan d a rd  necessary to 
take the ir  places alongside the 
R egular A rm y. W hile the

n u a l c a m p . 1 2  days out-of-cam p 
tra in ing  and  a tten d an ce  at weekly 
drill n igh ts, considerab ly  m ore is

required to  m ak e  th e  soldiers fit 
for their ro le . M ost volunteers 
train  for tw o w eekends per m on th .

V olunteers can  enlist between 
the ages o f 16 1/2 an d  32 a n d  the TA 
is always keen to  sec ex-Regulars. 
Pay is sim ilar to  R egu lar ra tes and . 
p rovided soldiers qu a lify , they can 
earn up  to  an  ad d itio n a l £455 a 
year as a tax -free  bounty . 
H ow ever, m ost jo in  because they 
enjoy th e  cha llenge , excitem ent 
and  cam araderie . In  ad d itio n  there  
is the  chance to  travel overseas, 
b o th  on  exercises a n d  on  exchange 
w ith ou r N A TO  allies. T h is year, 
T A  units will tra in  overseas in Ger- 
m any. America a nd G ib ra lta r.

All batta lions a re  supported  by 
Regular sta ff. C u rren tly  there are  
11 officers and  46 W arran t Of- 
ficcrs/SN C O s an d  JN C O s serving

w ith o u r  T A  b a tta lio n s ; w ithout 
them  the TA  cou ld  no t func tion . 
A lth o u g h  m any  a rc  sceptical when 
they  arrive , they  subsequen tly  find 
tha t life w ith th e  T A  is d em and ing , 
varied  an d , fo r th e  m ost p a r t ,  e n ­
joyab le !

F inally  a  w ord  ab o u t th e  new 
H om e Service F o rc e  — a relatively 
new force fo rm ed  fo r hom e 
defence . It has en ab led  R egular 
an d  T A  in fa n try  b a tta lio n s  to  be 
released  from  sta tic  task s  an d  a 
to ta l o f  Five co m p an ies  a rc  being 
ra ised  by th e  R eg im en t. T hey  a re 
based  at B ed fo rd , N orw ich , P e te r­
b o ro u g h , C h e lm sfo rd  and  
Leicester. V o lunteers can jo in  bet­
ween the ages o f  20 an d  50 and 
serve until 60. It is a im ed at the 
o ld e r ex -serv icem an w ho m ust 
have a t least tw o  years R egular o r 
p a r t- tim e  service beh ind  him 
b efo re  he can  jo in .  T here  is a  lower 
tra in in g  co m m itm en t o f  on ly  10 
d ays per year. A t presen t o u r  c o m ­
pan ies a rc  recru ited  to  a b o u t 60%  
stren g th  an d  they  a re  s till looking  
fo r m o re  recru its .

O u r th ree  T A  b a tta lio n s  thus 
p ro v id e  a v ital co m p lem en t to  ou r 
R egular b a tta lio n s  an d  certa in ly  
p ro v id e  value fo r m oney . They 
a lso  m a in ta in  o u r  co u n ty  links, 
especially  th e  T A  B and , w hich will 
be  even  busier in th e  com ing  year 
w hen all th ree  reg u la r b a n d s  w ill be 
o u t o f  th e  c o u n try . In  a d d itio n , the 
T A  b a tta lio n s  r e c e n t l y  assist the  
R egu lar b a tta lio n s  w ith  m a n ­
pow er. p rov id ing  o fficers  a n d  men 
on  a ttach m en t.

A ll th ree  T A  b a tta lio n s  are 
a lw ays g lad  to  see o ffice rs  and 
sold iers w ho  a re  fin ish ing  their 
Regular service yet feel they  do  not 
w ant to  lose to u ch  w ith th e  Regi­
m ent a n d  th e  A rm y  w ay o f  life. 
A n yone  settling  in the reg im ental 
a rea  w ho is in te rested  is en co u rag ­
ed to  call in on  th e ir  local T A  c o m ­
p an y  w here they  will find  a w arm  
w elcom e. T hey  will a lso  find  tha t 
o u r  th ree  T A  b a tta lio n s  a re  th r iv ­
ing concerns, p ro u d  o f  their 
reg im ental h e ritag e  an d  every bit 
living up  to  th e ir  rep u ta tio n  o f  be­
ing " R e a d y  an d  W a itin g " .

V ik in g s
triumph
V IK IN G S D ru m s reco rded  an 
im pressive v ic to ry  in Ju n e  
w hen they w on  th e  U K L F  (SF) 
G P M G  tak in g  th e  U K L F, 
B A O R  and  H o n g  K ong C ups 
and  C o m b in e d  Services Shield.

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  go  to  C ap t 
B ow ns, D ru m  M ajo r
B okenham  a n d  th e  w hole 
team .

Selected  for 
prom otion
A S  w e  w e re  g o in g  to  p re s s  it
w a s  a n n o u n c e d  th a t  M a js  B .
H. M Davenport, P. R . C. 
D ixon , R . E . H aes, J .  D. Lacey 
an d  T . L o n g lan d  M B E  have 
been p ro m o te d  L t C ol.

Poachers in charge after train blast

Th is fre ight tra in , ca rry in g  fe rt il ise r , w a s  blown up on the N ewry/D ublin  line in A pril, soon after the Poachers’ m ove back to 
the P rov in ce . The b a tta lio n  assum ed  command in the m iddle of the clearance operation. See Page 8.
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Mainly about people . . .

M a j French, p ic tu red  just a  fe w  hours b e fo re  his death

Col W. G .  Wallace O B E TD, DL
C O L  W illiam  G aske ll W allace  d ied  
on  7 M ay  86, a t th e  ag e  o f  52.

In  1952 he w as  g ra n te d  a 
N a tio n a l Service c o m m iss io n  in  the 
R oyal L e iceste rsh ire  R eg im en t and  
served  in  th e  U n ited  K in g d o m  and  
th e  F a r  E ast b e fo re  jo in in g  th e  5 th 
B atta lio n  in 1954. H e  se rved  c o n ­
tin u o u s ly  w ith  th is  b a tta lio n , 
w hich  su b seq u en tly  b ecam e  the 
4 /5 th  B a tta lion  T h e  R oyal 
Leicestersh ire  R eg im en t, u n til 
1967, w h en  he  m o v ed  to  C o m ­
m an d  N o  4 C o m p a n y , 5 th  B a t­
ta lio n  T h e  R oyal A n g lian  R egi­
m en t based  a t  Leicester.

In  1971 th e  7 th  (V o lu n tee r) B a t­
ta lio n , T h e  R oyal A n g lian  R egi­
m en t cam e  in to  b e ing . Bill W allace 
fo rm ed  th e  b a tta lio n  a n d  c o m ­
m an d ed  w ith d is tin c tio n  u n til Sep 
74. H e w as a w ard ed  th e  O B E  in 
J u n  74 a n d  ap p o in ted  a  D eputy  
L ieu ten an t o f  th e  C o u n ty  o f  
L e icester in M ay 75. In  1975 Bill 
W allace  was p ro m o te d  C olonel 
a n d  ap p o in ted  T A V R  C o lo n e l, 
E as te rn  D istric t (N o rth ) .

H e  was a lso  a  p ro m in en t 
businessm an , h av ing  h is ow n  co m ­
pany  in  Leicestersh ire  a n d  later

O B I T U A R Y

jo in in g  th e  D istillers G ro u p  in an  
ex ecu tive  ca p a c ity . F o r  m any years 
h e  w as a  lead in g  m em b er  o f  th e  
A B F  C o m m itte e  fo r  Leicestersh ire  
a n d  R u tla n d  a n d  was C om m ander 
St J o h n  A m b u lan ce  in  L eicester­
sh ire  fo r  th ree  years.

B ill W allace  was a  likeable , 
p o p u la r  m a n  w ith  a keen  sense o f 
h u m o u r  a n d  th a t  q ua lity  o f  lead e r­
sh ip  th a t  c o m m an d ed  respect and  
a d m ira tio n . H e  gave  h is  services to  
th e  c o m m u n ity  w ith  g enerosity  a n d  
e n th u s ia sm . H is c o n trib u tio n  to  
th e  C o u n ty  o f  Leicestersh ire  was a 
g rea t o n e  a n d  every th ing  he  d id  
w as d o n e  w ith ebu llience  and  e ff i­
c iency . H e  w ill b e  rem em bered  by 
all w h o  k new  h im  with a  great deal 
o f  a ffe c tio n  as a  m an  w ho  enjoyed  
l ife  a n d  w as re sp ec ted  by  all.

H is  fu n e ra l,  a tte n d e d  by a  large 
n u m b e r o f  fr ie n d s  a n d  Regim ental 
c o m ra d e s ,  to o k  p lace a t  G addesby  
o n  15 M ay  86. H e  is su rv ived  by h is 
w id o w  M au reen , his so n s R ichard  
a n d  A la s ta ir  a n d  d au g h te r A nne.

Mai Andrew French MBE
O BITU ARY

A LL those who knew A ndrew 
F rench  will appreciate  w hat a loss 
the Regim ent has suffered  by his 
death  in  an IRA landm ine explo­
sion on  22 M ay n ea r the M illtown 
Bridge outside C rossm aglen.

In  h is 18 m on ths w ith the 
Poachers, as ‘A ’ C om pany  C om ­
m ander, he w on the respect and  a f­
fection not only o f those  whom  he 
com m anded but o f  all those with 
w hom  he cam e in to  con tac t. It is a 
reflection  o f  the scope o f his con­
tr ibu tion  to the life o f  the  battalion 
th a t th is em braced such a large 
num ber o f people.

W hether as P M C  o f  the O f­
ficers’ M ess, o r a s  O IC  hockey, 
w hether organising a T EW T for 
the Brigade o r p lay ing  cricket fo r

the R egim ent, he  m anaged to  com ­
bine efficiency and  professional 
com petence w ith an  in fectious en ­
thusiasm  and  an unfailing  sense of 
fun and the en joym en t o f life.

Leaving Felsted School in 1969, 
Andrew French enlisted at Derby 
on  24 Sep 69 in to  the P rince of 
W ales D ivision in w hich he served 
three m on ths on  an ‘O ’ Type 
engagem ent befo re  going to  RM A 
Sandhurst on  2 Feb 70.

He was com m issioned  on 14 A pr 
72, jo ined  the 3 rd  B atta lion  on  a 
B anner T o u r in  th e  L ow er Falls in 
Belfast, thereby  beginning his 
career in the th e a tre  in which so 
m uch o f his service was to be 
spent. H ere he quickly dem on­
strated th a t he n o t only had a very 
prom ising career ahead  o f  him , but 
also a particu larly  acute feel fo r, 
and shrewd u n derstand ing  of, the 
terrorist scene in  N orthern  Ireland.

T his was con firm ed  by subse­
quen t to u rs  as a p la to o n  com ­
m an d er in L o n d o n d e rry  and  
B elfast, by a to u r  on Intelligence 
duties in B elfast in 1978/79  fo r  
which he was m ad e  an M B E , and 
by a year as S 0 3  G2 In t o n  the 
s ta f f  o f  8 Bde in 1982/83.

It is indeed iron ic  th a t A ndrew  
F rench  o f all people  sh o u ld  be 
struck  down in th is  m an n e r by the 
P rovisional IR A , fo r few officers 
in the  A rm y have a c learer insight 
in to  the te rro ris t w ar in U lster o r a 
sh a rp e r aw areness o f the risks a t­
tending  op e ra tio n s a ro u n d  C ross­
m aglen than  he had .

H ow ever, it is n o t so m uch fo r 
his professional ab ility  and  com ­
petence, w hich p rom ised  such  a 
successful caree r, as fo r  his 
w arm th  and  generosity  o f  spirit 
and  sheer goo d  com radesh ip  that 
be  will be especially rem em bered

by the huge n u m b er o f people  who 
w ere privileged to  co u n t him  
a m ong  their friends.

W hile he w as n o t a lw ays sm iling 
on  th e  rugby  field  p lay ing  fo r 
B lackheath , o r  the R egim ent, he 
was surely alw ays en joy ing  him self 
and  the sm ile w as never fa r  aw ay.

P ro u d  th o u g h  he rightly  w as of 
his M BE a n d  his co m m an d  at 
C rossm ag len , h is d ream s were 
m ore  likely to  have been o f  h itting  
sixes in the  fina l over and  toasting  
v ictory  in the  beer ten t a fte rw ard s 
th an  o f  p ro fessiona l recogn ition .

If  the test o f  a true gentlem an is 
th a t he shou ld  be rem em bered  with 
respect and  a ffec tio n  by all who 
knew  him , then  in A ndrew  French 
the Regim ent lost a fine o ffice r and 
a tru e  gen tlem an . O u r h eartfe lt 
sym pathy  and  unde rstan d in g  goes 
to  those w ho will m iss him  m ost, 
his fam ily.

GOC E District w ith  Lt Col John Le M ore (CO Ipswich School CCF) o f the CCF an n u al G u ard  
Inspection. The CO retires  this te rm . (P icture: East A nglian  D aily  Tim es).

recru itm en t in  the ir  activities: 
w hen possib le  T A  representatives 
will be presen t a t app ro p ria te  
show s.

T h e  R ITs alw ays w elcom e up  to  
da te  p h o to g rap h s  o f  b a tta lio n  ac ­
tiv ities so a s  to  u p d a te  their 
disp lays. C o n tr ib u tio n s  shou ld  be 
sent to  The R oyal A nglian  RIT ,

Changing faces and places
W E w elcom e Col J .  L . Low ther 
C B E J P ,  L o rd  L ieu tenant fo r N or­
th am ptonsh ire , as Deputy 
H o n o ra ry  C olonel TA  for N or­
th am p to n sh ire  in succession to  Col 
R. C . Jeffery  T D  D L w ho we 
thank  all he has done.

C o n gra tu la tions o n  their inclu­
sion in  th e  N orthern  Ireland 
A w ards to  Sgt M. J .  R utland for 
being aw arded  a B EM , to  Sgt K. 
D onnelly  and  Cpl K. B addock for 
being m en tioned  in  D espatches 
and  to  M aj F . J .  P erry  M BE, W 0 2  
D. P . Sm ith , Sgt H udd leston  and 
P te  Kellett on  the aw ard  o f G O C ’s 
C om m endation .

C o n gra tu la tions also to  CSgt R. 
D. M . Livingstone on  the aw ard  o f 
BEM  while serving with HQ  3 
A rm d Div and  Sigs Regt.

Brig B ob P ike has been ap­
po in ted  DA New Delhi and  will

v isito rs!
Lt C ols D . J .  W . Brow ne M BE, 

P . F . Sherv ington  M B E and  M . J. 
D. W alker O B E have been selected 
fo r p ro m o tio n  to  C olonel.

W e w elcom e from  Sandhurst 1st 
Bn Lts  R ichard  Beven, Gary C at- 
term ole a nd  Alan W ylie, 2nd Bn Lt 
D avid Till and  2L t S im on N orth , 
3rd Bn L ts Luke Craw ley and 
A ndrew  D yer.

M aj B rian U pson  is now  settled 
at C a iste r, G reat Y arm ou th , and  is 
ad ju sting  to  civilian life.

C o n gra tu la tions to  Capts 
R obert E dm ondson-Jones, Dav id  
N ap ier and  Sim on P o rte r on  pas­
sing th e  S ta ff  P rom otion  Exam 
and  to  C ap ts  M ike G odkin , Simon 
Lam b and  M ax M arrin e r  on  pass­
ing th e  prom otion  exam ination to 
M ajor.

C a p t R oger B run t has announc­
ed his engagem ent to  Miss Susan 
R ogerson: we all wish them  both  a 
happy fu ture .

W e wish Brig M ike T horne  and 
Lt C ol H ugh L am bert well on  their 
re tirem ent and  ho p e  th a t we will 
co n tinue  to  see th em  at Regim ental 
functions.

In the last C astle  we reported  
tha t Lt Col P a t H o p p e r was to  be
the next secretary  TA V RA  East 
A nglia. His d epu ty  is to  be L t Col 
P a t M acdonald and , to  com plete 
the takeover, th e  “ Q M ”  is M aj 
Tim  Slinn.

A very brow n M aj D anny Bebb- 
ington has been seen in Bury St E d ­
m unds having spen t five m onths 
caravanning  in th e  Spanish sun.

Peter W elby E verard  to o k  tim e 
o f f  from  m aste rm ind ing  a  revolu­
tionary  new d u stb in  collection with 
large wheeled b ins , to  call in at 
R H Q . H e hopes to  see a  lot o f 
friends at the  O fficers D inner.

C ap t Nick B rehaut is now  with 
H Q  & O rd Bn a n d  will re tu rn  to 
A ndover in A ug.

C ongra tu la tions to  JR S M  Smith 
o n  pa ss in g  o u t fro m  J I B  S h o rn ­
c l i f f e  on 31 M ay an d  for receiving 
the D irector o f  In fa n try ’s Prize for

L eader o f  his in tak e . T h e  parade  
was taken  by o u r D eputy  C olonel, 
M aj G en S ir D avid  T horne  and 
JR S M  Sm ith jo in s  th e  P o m ­
pad o u rs  fo r his adult service.

C ap t R oger H are , L t Nick 
C raw shaw , C Sgt T o d d  and  Sgt 
K irkcadie rep resen ted  The 
Q u een ’s D ivision and  w on th e  In ­
te r C orps L ong  Range Target 
C om p etitio n  a t Bisley on  1 Jun . 
T he team  w ere greatly  helped by a 
m agnificen t J95 fro m  L t  
C raw shaw  w ho  sh o t possibles o f 
bo th  600 an d  900.

C o n g ra tu la tio n s  to  th e  follow ing 
on  the ir  selection fo r p ro m o tio n  to  
M a jo r: C ap t R . B. B ru n t, C ap t I. 
R. M . H all, A M aj N. J .  R ichard ­
son.

Lt R obert K nox has becom e 
engaged to  M iss Lucy S ta ffo rd
C h arles  and  w e wish them  every

O U R  R egim ental In fo rm ation  
Team  has been eq u ipped  with new 
tentage and  d isp lay  bo ard s fo r the 
1986 show season  and  we are  m ost 
g ratefu l to  the TA V R A s o f  East 
A nglia and  th e  E ast M idlands fo r 
m aking generous con tribu tions.

T he R ITs p lan , w ith the help  o f 
TA batta lions, to  inco rpo ra te  TA

c / o  D epot T h e  Q u een ’s D ivision, 
B assingbourn  B arracks, R oyston , 
H erts.

•  I f  sp o n so red  schools C C F s 
w ould  like to  have  a  ‘ ‘field  d a y ”  at 
th e  D epot in O c to b e r they  should  
c o n tac t the  R C O  next te rm . The 
1986 Log R ace is still op en  for 
com petito rs .
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Mainly about people . . .

Territorial Army myths d ispelled
T h e  M odern  T A , by 
W 0 2  D . G . W ilson , 7 R  A nglian

T H E  N O T IO N  th a t th e  T A  is an  
ex tension  o f  D a d ’s A rm y  still 
p revails in  th e  R egular A rm y . H a v ­
ing served  w ith a H o m e  D efence 
un it a n d  whilst cu rren tly  serv ing  
w ith N A T O -based  T A  b a tta lio n , 
my in ten tio n  is to  d ispel som e o f  
th e  m y ths a n d  m isconcep tions a t ­
tr ib u ted  to  th is  large a n d  g row ing  
c itizen -arm y , which is tak in g  an  in ­
creasing ly  im p o rtan t ro le  in the  
n a tio n ’s defence com m itm en t.

T he escalating  co st o f  equ ipp ing  
and  m a in ta in ing  even a sm all, 
m o d e rn , h igh ly -tra ined  and  m obile  
R egular A rm y needs n o  e la b o ra ­
tio n . T o  em ploy  such forces on  
s ta tic  o r rea r a rea  task s  w ou ld  n o t 
on ly  over-ex tend  th em  b u t w ou ld  
also  be a w aste o f  resources. S uch  
ta sk s , w hen defined , p lanned  and  
rehearsed , can  be executed  as e f ­
fectively by well equ ipped  and  
m o tiv a ted  T A  un its a t  a  f rac tio n  o f  
th e  co s t,  th u s  freeing  R egular, 
m o re  m ob ile  elem ents to  co n cen ­
tra te  a t th e  sh arp -en d  o f  an y  c o n ­
flic t. H ence th e  increasing  size and  
ro le  o f  th e  TA .

In th e  event o f  a  th re a t to  
N A T O , the TA  will be m obilised . 
T he H om e D efence u n its  will m ove 
to  key po in ts  in th e  UK a n d  th e  
N A T O -based  un its  to  p rescribed  
p o s itions in th e  rea r-co rp s a rea s  as 
re in fo rcem en ts  to  BA O R .

T h e  peace-tim e s treng ths o f  T A  
un its a re  co n stan tly  m o n ito red  
a n d , in th e  event o f  m o b ilisa tio n , 
an y  d isparities  a re  " to p p e d  u p ”  
au to m a tica lly  and  im m ed ia te ly  by 
R egular R eservists.

T h e  se lection , in d u c tio n , t ra in ­
ing a n d  re ten tio n  o f  th e  T A  recru it

is as im p o rtan t fo r th e  T A  as  it is 
fo r  th e  Regular A rm y . E n lis tm en t 
a n d  m edical s tan d a rd s a re  th e  
sam e. T he m a jo r d ifference is th e  
loose  co n trac t a n d  th e  relative ease 
w ith w hich the T A  so ld ier can  w alk 
aw ay  fro m  com m itm en ts . I f  t ra in ­
ing is n o t o f  th e  h ighest o rd e r  o r  if 
perso n a l o r  w ork  p rob lem s o v e r­
tak e  h im , he can , a n d  som etim es 
does, fail to  fu lfill his o b lig a tio n s 
a nd  rap id ly  fa lls by the w ayside. 
T his possib ility  th row s a  heavy  
d em an d  on  th e  ab ilities a n d  in ­
g enu ity  o f  R egular PSIs w ho  have  
to  keep  their f ingers c o n s tan tly  on  
th e  pu lse . In m y o p in io n , th e  T A  
deserves PSIs o f  the h ighest 
c a lib re , n o t on ly  because  the 
R egular A rm y m u st rely o n  them  
in  w ar b u t a lso  because th e  PSI 
w o rth  his salt is as busy a s  h e  ever 
w as in his p aren t un it an d  m u st be 
ab le  to  hand le  all aspects o f  t r a in ­
ing.

T he average T A  so ld ier h a s  a 
su b stan tia l com m itm en t to  m ak e  
in  o rd e r  to  keep h im se lf fit fo r  
ro le . H e is likely to  be a  m ilita ry  
e n th u s ia s t, reaso n ab ly  f i t ,  w ith  a 
busy  jo b ,  m arried  w ith young  
ch ild ren  o r  w ith a  host o f  o th e r  a t ­
trac tio n s  a ro u n d  h im  all th e  tim e. 
H e  a tten d s  o ne  Drill N ight each  
week and  tw o  h igh ly -o rgan ised  
tra in in g  w eekends each  m o n th . 
W eekends usually  sta rt o n  F rid ay  
n igh ts  to  get him  to  th e  tra in in g  
a re a , o f te n  fa r a fie ld . H e  is th u s  
aw ay  from  hom e a t w eekends fa r 
m o re  frequently  th a n  h is reg u la r 
c o u n te rp a r t.  C o n s id e rab le
pressu res  a re  im posed  o n  h im  to  
fo resak e  his fam ily  an d  o th e r  a t ­
t rac tio n s  to  a tte n d  w eekend  t r a in ­
ing . T his com es fro m  h is sec tio n  
c o m m an d e r upw ard s, to g e th e r

w ith w ritten  in struc tions w hich a p ­
peal to  his sense o f  du ty , loyalty  
a n d  com radesh ip . But the best in ­
ducem en t to  a tten d  is the  
guaran tee  th a t tra in ing  w ill be 
w ell-organised, in teresting , en ­
joyab le  and  w orthw hile . W oe- 
be tide  the s ta f f  w hich neglects any 
o f  these vital fac to rs . The average 
so ld ier a ttends 42 days a  year in ­
clud ing  an n u a l cam p.

N C O s are  expected  to  a tten d  v ir­
tua lly  every tra in ing  o p p o rtu n ity , 
com m ensura te  w ith the ir ra n k  and  
responsib ilities, as well as to  a tten d  
courses. P ro m o tio n s  are  largely 
cond itiona l n o t on ly  on  the ir ab ili­
ty  to  perfo rm  b u t also o n  their 
overall re liability  to  a tten d . N CO  
a tten d an ce  averages 60 d ays a 
year.

R ecruiting is an  ongoing  process 
th ro u g h o u t the  year. R ecruits are  
tra in ed  by a specialist team  at 
com pany-level u n til they have 
com pleted  a  tw o-w eek cadre  a t the 
D epo t and  reached  tra ined  so ld ier 
s tan d a rd , usually  w ithin 4-5 
m o n th s o f  the ir  en listm ent. F rom  
an  early  stage in his tra in ing , the 
recru it frequently  jo in s  in th e  co m ­
pany  tra in ing ; to  ru b  shou lders 
w ith the tra in ed  so ld iers; to  
em ula te  them  a n d  to  learn  from  
them .

O n  c om ple tion  o f  h is basic  tra in ­
ing , th e  recru it jo in s  the 
m ainstream  o f  com pany  activities 
a t any  stage in th e  an n u al tra in ing  
cycle w hich is d iv ided  in to  th ree 
w ell-defined phases:- 
P h ase  1 — 1 O ct to  31 Dec — In ­
d iv idua l T rain ing .
P h ase  2 — 1 Ja n  to  30 A p r — Sec­
tio n /S p ec ia lis t T rain ing .
P h ase  3 — 1 M ay to  30  Sep 
P I /C o y /B n  T ra in ing .

T his an n u al cycle enables each 
rifle  com pany  to  build  u p  in a 
n a tu ra l p rog ression , largely under 
its ow n steam , but with frequent 
b a tta lio n  co ncen tra tions and  exer-

In m any ways the TA un it is very 
versatile  for th e  c itizen-soldier 
b rings his own trad e , skills and  ex­
perience w ith h im . T hus we are 
never sh o rt o f  d rivers, m echanics, 
w elders, bu ilders, ca rp en te rs , elec­
tric ian s , p lum bers e tc ., all o f 
w hom  are  very useful w hen re­
q u ired . M oreover, som e have  high 
academ ic q u a lifica tions o r  are 
o therw ise  g ifted . They a re  in  the 
T A  because th is  is the ir " h o b b y ”  
an d  they are  happy  to  indulge their 
tim e  and  serve as so ld iers a n d  to  
p rog ress from  th e  ran k s. They 
co m bine  to  give th e  un it a rich , 
m a tu re  m ix o f  personalities.

Y ou w ould be  su rp rised  how  e f­
fectively and  quick ly  we can  up- 
sticks, w ith all o u r  baggage o f  w ar, 
an d  m ove o u t in to  th e  n igh t, cover­
ing long  distances, to  concen tra te  
w ith  the b a tta lion  o n  som e tra in ing  
a re a , fa r  afie ld , in th e  early  hours. 
A n d  all th is w ithou t th e  ream s o f 
paperw ork  covering  every th ing  
fro m  w arn ing  o rd e r  to  o rd e r  o f  
m arch , release and  checkpoin ts

e tc ., associated w ith the m ove o f a 
Regular un it. O u r  m ovem ent into 
the field twice a m on th  is very 
good  tra in ing  in itself.

T he days w hen the T A  soldier 
jo ined  a "d r in k in g  c lub”  d ied long 
ago! T ha t is n o t to  say tha t a 
healthy  social life is n o t as im p o r­
tan t as it ever w as. It is , indeed, 
pa rt o f  the s o ld ie r’s way o f  life that 
he should  en joy  the cheapest beer 
in tow n. But he is, ra th e r , p ro u d  to  
be part o f  an  exclusive c lu b  w hich 
serves Q ueen a n d  C oun try  and  has 
a useful role to  play, w ith  th e  
social life being the icing o n  the 
cake. W ives a n d  g irlfriends a re  en ­
cou raged  to  p artake  in social a c ­
tivities to  th e  full. T h e ir un d e r­
standing  and  support is essential 
fo r the  health  o f  the co m p an y . M y 
un it organises a  d isco-dance each 
m onth  and  h as  a th riv in g  wives 
club  w hich shoo ts , plays d a r ts  a n d  
socialises a t least once  a  w eek . T he 
TA  is, a fte r a ll. an  a b so rb in g  a n d  
tim e-consum ing pastim e, and  to  be 
ab le  to  work h a rd  a n d  p lay  h a rd  is, 
perhaps, the best possib le  com ­
bination .

D isc ip lin e  is not a p rob lem . A 
s o l d i e r  who m akes a nu isance of 
him self is soon  to ld  to  han d  his kit 
in . Those w ho fail to  fu lfill their 
com m itm ent a re  given only so 
m uch rope before  steps a re  taken  
to  recover their kit a n d  to  
d ischarge them .

The curren t T A  streng th  is close 
to  83,000 a nd  un its large and  sm all 
a rc  located in o r near th e  m ajo r 
tow ns and  c ities nationw ide. T o  all 
you Vikings, Poachers a n d  P o m ­
pad o u rs , I w ould  recom m end tha t 
you call in a t th e  unit nearest to  
you w hen next o n  leave. You will, 
w ithout reservation , be w elcom ed, 
and  you will be su rp rised  how  
closely they resem ble y ou r ow n 
un its for they have th e  sam e e qu ip ­
m ent scales, tra in ing  procedures 
an d  the sam e un ifo rm s. H ave a 
good  look at th e  pho to g rap h s w ith 
th is artic le  and  I will defy  you to  
see any  differences. W ho  know s, 
you m ay be  induced to  jo in  
you rself on  com pletion  o f  your 
Regular service in  which case your 
skills, experience an d  know -how  
will be p u t to  good  use.

New Deputy Colonels appointed
O N  1 N ov 86 M aj G en  Sir D avid  
T horne  will han d  ov e r as D eputy  
C olonel (N o rfo lk , S u ffo lk  A  C a m ­
bridgesh ire) to  Brig T ony  P o lla rd . 
Brig P o lla rd  is cu rren tly  C o m m a n ­
dan t o f  T he S chool o f  In fa n try  a n d  
is to  be  G O C  SW D istric t in M ar 
87.

O n  1 J a n  87 L t G en  S ir Jo h n  
A kehurst will han d  over as D eputy  
C olonel (L inco lnsh ire , L e icester­
sh ire  A  N o rth am p to n sh ire ) to  Brig 
P a trick  Sto ne . Brig S tone  is c o m ­
m and ing  th e  Berlin In fa n try  
Brigade and  will a tten d  th e  R oyal 
C ollege o f  D efence S tud ies  in 
1987.

O n  5 Feb 87 M aj G en  T o n y  
W ard  B ooth  will h an d  ov e r as 
D eputy  C olonel (B ed fo rd sh ire , 
H e rtfo rd sh ire  A  Essex) to  Brig Bill 
D odd. Brig D odd is C h ie f  o f  M is­
sion B R IX M IS  an d  s ta tio n ed  in 
Berlin.

A  M ila n  d e ta c h m e n t g e ts  to  grips w ith  d rills  under th e  
w a tc h fu l e y e  of the PSI.

Brig Tony Pollard Brig Patrick Stone Brig Bill Dodd

A ppeal for  
m em orial
H A R D W IC K  H a ll is to d a y  a  
N a tio n a l T ru s t  E liz a b e th a n  m a n ­
sion  w ith n o  sign  th a t  in  1941 it 
was th e  f o rm a tio n  p la c e  fo r  th e  
first P a ra c h u te  B rig ad es . N o w . 40  
years la te r, a  s to n e  m e m o r ia l  is to  
be ra ised  a n d  c o n tr ib u t io n s  a re  
being inv ited  f ro m  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  
served  in th e  A irb o rn e  F o rces . It is 
h o p ed  to  u n v e il th e  m e m o ria l  in 
the  a u tu m n .

C o n tr ib u tio n s  s h o u ld  be  sen t to  
The P a ra c h u te  R eg im en t F u n d  
(F o r H ard w ick  M e m o ria l) ,  R H Q  
T he P a ra c h u te  R eg im en t, B ro w n ­
ing B a rra c k s , A ld e rsh o t.

£1,650  brooch
N. B L O O M  A  S o n . 4 0  C o n d u it  S t, 
L o n d o n  W 1 h av e  a  fin e  R oyal 
A ng lian  b a d g e  b ro o c h  o f  
d iam o n d s se t in  18ct w h ite  g o ld , 
w ith th e  c a s tle  a n d  m o t to  in  18ct 
yellow  go ld . T h e  b ro o c h  w as m ad e  
som e ten  y e a rs  a g o  a n d  is f o r  sale 
at £ 1 ,6 50  w h ic h , w e  a r e  to ld ,  is 
well below  th e  co st o f  a  new  o n e .

D inner date 
for o fficers
T H E  an n u a l O ff ic e rs ' D in n e r C lub  
d in n e r  w ill be he ld  o n  7 N ov 86 at 
th e  N aval a n d  M ilitary  C lu b , P ic ­
cad illy  . A  p ro fo rm a  is e nc losed  fo r 
a ll m em bers  o f  th e  O ff ic e rs ’ C lub . 
P lease  c o n ta c t M aj C o b b o ld  at 
R H Q  if  you  h av e  an y  q ueries .

H av e  you  b o oked  fo r  the 
R eg im en ta l R ecep tion  a t T h e  Duke 
o f  Y o rk s o n  25 Ju l. I f  n o t please 
c o n ta c t M aj C o b b o ld  at R H Q .

Badges wanted
R E T IR E D  R oyal A ng lian  O f­
fice r w ishes to  pu rch ase  cap  
bad g es o f fo rm e r  R oyal A nglian 
p a re n t reg im en ts  bo th  regu la r 
and  te r r i to r ia l  b a tta lio n s .

T h e  fo llo w in g  a re  o f p a rticu la r 
in te rest to  h e lp  fill g ap s  in the 
co llec tio n : E ast A ng lian , Beds A  
H e rts , R oya l L in co ln sh ire . Royal 
N o rfo lk . R o y a l L e iceste rsh ire . 
S u ffo lk . E ssex .

M a jo r  E . T . Searle . 45 S toke  
R o ad . P o rin g la n d , N orw ich  
N R 14 7JN .
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G u e s s  w h o 's  re s p ira to r  d id n 't w o rk  p ro p erly .

The O n e -A rm y  concept! A  QPSI and a  TA C Q M S —  can you  
te ll th e  d iffe ren ce?



News from the Vikings

Ulster troubles keep 
battalion on i t s  t o e s

LCpl F lem ing  and LCpl Sm ith p a ss  the bombed-out H eritage Library in Londonderry's city centre

D U R IN G  th e  la s t few  m o n th s  
th ere  h as  been  a slight red u c tio n  in 
th e  b a tta lio n  o p e ra tio n a l co m m it­
m ent d ue  to  th e  a tta c h m e n t o f  a  
p la to o n , in itia lly  fro m  1 K O SB , 
a n d  cu rren tly  f ro m  1 A  a n d  S H , to  
th e  F o rt G eo rg e  C o m p an y , e n a b l­
ing  th e  R eserve C o m p a n y  to  
“ re trieve”  i ts  o w n  p la to o n  and  
co n cen tra te  in  E b rin g to n  B a r­
rack s, resu lting  in a few  m o re  
n igh ts  in b ed  fo r  its m em bers . 
H ow ever, th e  C ity  C o m p a n y  are  
kep t fully s tre tch ed , n o t o n ly  by  
their ow n p a tro l p ro g ra m m e  b u t 
a lso  by th e  activ ities o f  th e  L o n ­
d o nderry  P I RA .

T h e  ro u tin e  w o rk lo ad  involv ing  
b o m b  hoaxes, rea l b o m b  
clearances a n d  su p p o rt to  th e  R U C  
d u ring  search  o p e ra tio n s  rece ived  a  
sm art in jec tion  o f  a d ren a lin  in  la te  
F eb ruary  w hen a  V ik ing  fo o t 
p a tro l,  a f te r  som e quick  th in k in g  
by th e  c o m m an d e r, sho t a n d  k illed

a  te r ro r is t  a n d  w o u n d e d  and  cap ­
tu re d  a  seco n d  a f te r  th e y  h a d  a t­
tack ed  F o rt G eo rg e . T h is  w as  the 
firs t d ire c t te r ro r is t  d e a th  by 
u n ifo rm e d  t ro o p s  fo r  som e c o n ­
sid e rab le  tim e .

In  ea rly  M arch  a  b o m b  was 
d e to n a te d  n ea r a  V ik ing  foot 
p a tro l a s  th e y  passed  a  lib ra ry  in 
th e  c ity  a n d  P te  M ilne  w as lucky  to 
receive o n ly  a  s ligh t c u t to  h is  left 
e a r . D u rin g  th e  c e leb ra tio n s  fo r  the 
70th a n n ive rsa ry  o f  th e  E aster 
U p ris in g , P te  G ilb e rt w as  h it in  the 
head  b y  a  sh o t fired  by  a sn iper 
a n d  su s ta in e d  fac ia l a n d  neck  in­
ju r ie s . H e  is m ak in g  a steady 
recovery  in  E n g la n d .

In  a d d itio n  to  o u r  o p e ra tio n a l 
roll th e  n o rm a l tra in in g  re­
q u irem en ts  o f  th e  b a tta lio n  have 
n o t been  neg lec ted  a n d  T rg  W ing 
h av e  recen tly  com p le ted  b o th  a 
P o te n tia l  N C O s a n d  L C pl —  Cpl 
C ad res .

The M T co n tinue  to  tra in  new 
d rivers and  also  to  tra in  u p  others 
fo r  H G V . A  S tan d ard  II C ad re  has 
ju s t been  com ple ted  by S igs PI and 
th e  second F irst A id  C adre  is about 
to  begin u n d e r  the eagle eye o f  the 
M edical C en tre .

T he D rum s d id it again, winning 
th e  NI G P M G  SF M atch 83 com ­
p etitio n  w ith a  well-deserved score 
o f  1,515 po in ts, m ore th an  200 
po in ts  ahead  o f  th e  runners  up. 
T h e y  retain th e  N I T ro p h y  won  
last y ear a nd  n ow  qualify  to  go for­
w ard  to  th e  U K LF finals.

R eporter L ouise H unt visited the 
b a tta lio n  over the  period  11-13 
M ar and as a result th e  Vikings 
received a  tw o-page spread  in the 
B ury Free Press. O ther v isito rs to  
L ondonderry  d u ring  recent times 
have included th e  R t. Rev J. 
W alonsley C B E , R C  B ishop to  the 
Forces, Brig M . Scott D SO , C om d 
8 In f Bde fo r  the A R U , and  last

Ptes C row ley and Hollings on the Signals Cadre

The Brigade Commander w ith the Buglers on the ARU

but by n o  m eans least, recce parties 
from  1 G reen H ow ards.

In  th e  world o f  sp o rt,  the 
orienteering team  w on the NI 
Cham pionships, thus qualifying 
them  fo r the U K LF C h am p io n ­
ships, w here they cam e a  c red itab le  
fourth  and  now  go fo rw ard  to  the 
A rm y C ham pionships.

M aj R ichard H aes recently 
handed  over as Second in  C om ­
m and and  M aj (Q M ) David 
Spalding has departed  fo r the 5th 
Bn a t P e terborough. W e w ish them  
both well and w elcom e M aj Willy 
Heal on  his re turn to  th e  V ikings as 
2 IC . Ptes Botley and Traves nearing the end of the NCO 's Cadre
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News from The Vikings

Pte H arris  leads th e  section on th e  N CO s C adre.

The CO presents Pte G a rd in e r  w ith  the trophy fo r th e  m ost 
im proved student fo llo w in g  the NCOs C adre.

Potential NCOs C adre held in Londonderry.

Pte G a rw o o d  p assed  o u t to p  o f th e  N C O s C adre .

Passing out p ara d e  of the  LCpl-Cpl C a d re .



Lt Dennis V incent of B Coy presents on ae ria l photograph  o f Belm ont Special School to th e  
headm aster.
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The C O  presenting  m edals to A  Coy.
W o rk in g  hard  on the First A id  Cadre.

CLF w ith  the Drum s PI a fte r  they w in  th e  N I G P M G  
com petition.

News from The Vikings



News from The Poachers

The Bond v C Coy on NITAT tra in ing  a t  Lydd and Hythe.

The a fte rm a th  o f the Kelly's Road bomb.

Return to Northern Ireland
T H E  last issue o f  C astle  saw  th e  
P oachers  re tu rn in g  from  N o rth e rn  
Ire land  a fte r a m o n th ’s to u r  a s  the  
Spearhead  B atta lion  in  J a n u a ry . 
W e h ad  h anded  over to  1 K O SB , 
w ho are  o u r  n e ighbours  in  C o l­
cheste r, a n d  re tu rn ed  by a  v arie ty  
o f  tra n sp o rt in w hich C h in o o k  a n d  
C  130 fea tu red  largely .

T h e  b a tta lio n  th en  w ent o n  tw o  
w eeks' leave on  3 Feb; th is  w as a p ­
p reciated  and  used to  th e  full a f te r  
the cancella tion  o f  m o st o f  
C hris tm as leave a n d  th e  to u r  i tse lf .

H av ing  w orked  th e  S p earh ead  
to u r o u t o f  its system , the b a tta lio n  
re tu rn ed  from  leave on 17 Feb. 
T he end  o f G O C  N o rth e rn  
Ire la n d ’s farew ell m essage to  th e  
b a tta lio n  h ad  read , " W e  lo o k  fo r ­
w ard  to  seeing you  ag a in  in  th e  
near fu tu re ”  and  so th e  b a tta lio n  
em b ark ed  on  a  period  o f  N o rth e rn  
Ire land  tra in ing  again .

T here  was m uch to  d o  fo r  we 
had  to  fit in all o f  th e  un it tra in in g  
in the  period  fro m  17 F eb  to  th e  
m iddle  o f  M arch  w hen th e  C P T A  
package s ta rted  w ith rifle  c o m ­
panies carry ing  o u t the ir ind iv idual 
a n d  co llective (ra in ing  as well as 
several specialist cadres.

C ad res  ranged  from  specialist 
w eapons and  p ro tec tiv e  d riv in g  to  
helicop ter h and ling  and  s ignals, all 
o f  w hich to o k  place in the  space  o f  
th ree -an d -a -h a lf weeks; th e  In ­

te lligence Cell and  S earch  T eam s 
h ad  prev iously  und e rg o n e  their 
ow n tra in ing . T h e  C o m m an d e rs  
w ere also  b ro u g h t in to  o rd e r  on 
the ir  cad re  w hich s ta r te d  o n  18 
Feb .

T h ere  w ere, how ever, o ther 
events a p a r t  fro m  tra in in g  du rin g  
th is  tim e. F irstly  there  w as th e  box ­
ing. O n 30 Jan  th e  P o a c h e r  team  
bea t 7 R H A  7-2 to  reach  th e  U K L F 
sem i-finals in C o lch este r a g a in s t 2 
C o ld s  G ds on  27 Feb.

A ll th e  bo u ts  w ere w o n  by 
p o ach e rs  until th e  final b o u t w hen, 
one  o f  ou r boxers  h a ving been  in 
jured spar ring  in the dress ing  
ro om ,  a walk -over was a w ard ed  to  
the G u ardsm en , m ak ing  th e  final 
score  8-1.

T he next day  C o u n c illo rs  C o l­
em an  and  M rs F ield, th e  M ayors 
o f  G rea t G rim sby  a n d  C lee­
th o rp es , visited th e  b a tta lio n . Both 
b o ro u g h s  h ad  p resen ted  new  C o l­
o u r  Belts to  us in  th e  te rcen ten a ry  
year o f  1985 an d , in recogn ition  o f  
th is , the  C O  presented  th em  with 
Band  Banners.

M arch  b ro u g h t tw o  events o f 
n o te ; th e  C P T A  package a n d  the 
U K L F novice boxing  finals.

T h e  period  in Kent w as a c o n ­
tin u o u s  rou n d  o f  ran g es an d  
N IT A T  tra in ing . A fter a busy  an d  
rew ard ing  tim e  th e  b a tta lio n  
re tu rn ed  to  C o lcheste r in th e  last 
week o f  M arch.

In  the m iddle  o f  th e  C P T A  
p eriod , how ever, th e  U K L F novice 
boxing finals to o k  p lace at 
T opcliffe  in Y orkshire  o n  13 M ar. 
Only a sm all con tingen t o f 
Poachers  could  be  p resen t b u t it in­
cluded  the RSM s o f  the  2 n d , 5 th , 
6 th  and  7 th B atta lions.

O u r op p o n en ts  w ere 49  Fd  Regt 
RA  and  by th e  in te rva l the 
Poachers w ere dow n 4-1. 
E very th ing  w as there fo re  to  be 
gained  in the second h a lf  a n d  wins 
by P tes F isher a n d  A ndrew s and  
SSgt A ndrew s b rough t the  score t o

A uckland  w ho fought a te rrific  
battle  and  em erged v ic to rious to 
m ake the Poachers  the  UKLF 
cham pions.

A fte r the  ba tta lio n  re tu rned  
from  Lydd a n d  H ythe it h ad  a 
week to  so rt itse lf  o u t b e fo re  going 
on  tw o  w eeks' p re -em barka tion  
leave over E aste r o n  27 M ar. D u r­
ing leave the A rm y  novice boxing 
finals w ere held in G erm any 
against th e  B A O R ch am p io n s. 1 
RR W . A p arty  o f  Poachers travell­
ed over a t the ir ow n  expense, but 
desp ite  unstin ting  encouragem ent 
the  b a tta lion  lost 6-3.

Leave fin ished on  10 A p r and  
tw o days la ter we deployed  o n  the 
final exercise o f  the  N orthern  
Ire land  tra in ing .

T h e  t ra in ing  w as very realistic 
and  involved live firing and  a n  in ­

tensive exercise w hich tested  all o u r  
acquired  skills. H aving “ killed a n d  
c a p tu re d '’ m any te rro ris ts  it w as 
also  decided to  m ake a  W essex a 
casualty  by breaking  its  ta ilw heel 
on  landing. F ran tic  e f fo r ts  w ere 
m ade to  fill sandbags back  a t b ase  
as support w hen it landed  ag a in . 
C ontinued  P ag e  8 H e a r ts  a n d  m in d s.
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News from The Poachers

C o n tin u ed  fro m  P ag e  7

T h e  b a tta lio n  acq u itted  itse lf  well 
on  th e  exercise a n d  fo u n d  m uch  
va lue in  th e  tra in in g .

T h e  next p ro jec t th e  b a tta lio n  
faced  w as th e  m ove to  N o rth e rn  
Ire lan d . T h e  G  and  Q  A dvance  
partie s  h a d  on ly  a few  days a f te r  
th e  exercise to  m ak e  f ina l p re p a ra ­
tio n s. T h ey  m oved a b o u t a  week 
b e fo re  th e  m ain  b o d y , w ho  used  
the in te rven ing  p eriod  fo r  tra in in g , 
packing  kit a n d  a fina l free  w eek­
end  b e fo re  dep loym en t a t th e  end  
o f  A pril.

W e to o k  over fro m  T h e  Black 
W atch  a n d  th e  tam  o ’sh an te rs  w ith 
th e  red hackle  w ere so o n  rep laced  
b y  the p rac tica l R A ng lian  k h ak i. 
T he b a tta lio n  thus e m b a rk e d  o n  its 
O p  B anner T o u r  in  S o u th  A rm ag h .

A p a rt fro m  th e  p ro fe ssio n a lism  
o f  th e  te rro r is t th e re  is th e  d ifficu lt 
o f  th e  T A O R . T h is  re su lts  fro m  a 
co m b in a tio n  o f  th e  boggy g ro u n d  
an d  th e  fields being d iv id ed  by 
b lack th o rn  h edges a n d  b a rb e d  w ire 
fences. P a tro llin g  under th e se  c o n ­
d itions is a lw ays tir ing  a n d  cou ld  
becom e ted ious b u t p ast inc iden ts  
have m ad e  u s  very aw a re  o f  the 
dangers  o f  o p e ra tin g  in th is  a rea .

T his lesson  s ta rted  even  b e fo re  
th e  b a tta lio n  a rriv ed  w h en  A d ­
vance P a rty  m em bers w ere in c lu d ­
ed  in a B lack W atch  p a tro l w hich 
cu lm ina ted  in an  R C IE D  a tta c k  a t 
G la sd ru m m an  o n  24 A p r. 2L t 
A d ria n  G osling  w as o n ly  a few 
m etres aw ay b u t su ffe re d  only 
ring ing  ears.

O n 28 A p r a fre ig h t t ra in  c a r ry ­
ing fe rtiliser w as b lo w n  u p  o n  the 
N ew ry /D u b lin  line . T h e  tra in  w as 
cu t in tw o  b y  th e  device o f  a b o u t 
2001 bs a n d  th e  P o a c h e rs  a ssum ed  
co m m an d  in th e  m idd le  o f  the  
clearance  o p e ra tio n . O n  7 M ay  a 
large R C IE D  w as d e to n a te d  o n  a 
ro ad  ju s t in side  th e  b o rd e r  w ith o u t 
there  being a n y  ap p a re n t ta rge t. 
N o security  fo rces  w ere in th e  a rea  
b u t a  N ew ry b usinessm an  h a d  a 
severe  shock in w hat was nearly  a 
fa ta l case o f  m is tak en  id e n tity .

O n  15 M ay , M r H e rb e rt  M cC o n - 
v ille, a o n e  tim e m em ber o f  the  
U D R , w as delivering  g o o d s  in 
N ew ry w hen he w as m u rd e re d  by  
tw o  te rro r is ts  w ho  sho t h im  at 
close range. C o lm  M cK ev itt, a well 
know n C ath o lic  p e tty  c r im in a l, 
w as u ncerem on iously  d ra g g e d  o u t 
o f  his house, tak en  to  a  lane  200 
m etres aw ay  a n d  sh o t o n  2 0  M ay. 
H e  h a d  b een  given w arn in g s b e fo re  
to  s tay  aw ay  fro m  th e  a re a  b u t h ad  
decided  to  ignore them  a n d  pa id  
th e  p rice .

A ll these events w ere, how ever, 
overshadow ed  by  th e  tra g ic  loss o f  
M aj A ndrew  F ren ch , O C  A  C oy ,

A W essex brings fresh  w ater supplies to one of the O Ps

Lt W hitehead in h is palace near Crossm aglen

a n d  tw o  R U C  co n s tab le s  o n  22 
M ay . T h e y  w ere  k illed  by th e  blast 
fro m  an  R C IE D , cleverly concealed 
u n d e r  th e  b a n k  o f  a  fence  they 
w ere c ro ss in g . M a j F ren ch , whose 
o b itu a ry  a p p e a rs  o n  page  2, is 
d eep ly  m o u rn e d  by  all ran k s  o f  the 
b a tta lio n  w h o  jo in  in sending 
h e a r tfe lt sy m p a th y  to  his fam ily.

T h e  IR A  m a in ta in e d  their 
p re ssu re  w h en  on  28 M ay C  C oy 
H Q  a n d  7 PI ca m e  u n d e r  f i re  from  
M k 10 m o r ta rs  o n  th e  hill position  
o f  D ru m m u c k a v a l, tw o miles 
so u th  ea s t o f  C ro ssm ag len . All 
tro o p s  w ere  s ta n d in g  to  a t  just 
a f te r  2200 h r s  w hen  th re e  loud 
re p o rts  w e re  fo llo w ed  by th e  sight 
o f  M k  10 m o r ta rs  sailing  th rough  
th e  a ir  to w a rd s  th em .

F o r tu n a te ly  all th e  b o m b s  in the 
v ery  a c c u ra te  sp re a d  o f  sh o t failed 
to  d e to n a te .  It tu rn e d  o u t th a t a 
t r a c to r  h a d  p a rk e d  innocen tly  
e n o u g h  in th e  fa rm y a rd  ju s t  below 
th e  h ill, th e  m o r ta r  b a sep la te  h av ­
ing been  co n cea led  u n d e r  black 
p la stic  a n d  h a y . T h e  a re a  was 
c lea red  b y  la s t ligh t o n  30 M ay.

T h e  last th re e  m o n th s  h av e  been 
a  b u sy  p e r io d  fo r  th e  P oachers  
d u rin g  w h ich  m u c h  h as  been 
ach iev ed . W e h av e  fin ished  one 
to u r  in  N o r th e rn  Ire la n d , tra in ed  
fo r a n o th e r  a n d  a lre a d y  com ple ted  
ju s t o v e r  a  m o n th  o f  th e  cu rren t 
O p  B a n n e r  to u r  in  S o u th  A rm agh . 
A s w e  go  to  p re ss  w e s till have 
a n o th e r  th re e  m o n th s  o f  th e  to u r 
le f t b e fo re  w e re tu rn  to  C olchester 
in  S ep tem b er.

Pte C h illin g sw orth , of C  Coy, 
on guard  at Drummnuckavall

The m ortar b a sep la te  from  D rum m uckava ll The security forces base at Crossm aglen

Return to N.I.



News from The Poachers

Sgt Cotton keeps w atch o v e r B Coy's a rea

Cpls W oddington. Thorpe. LCpl D elaney and P te G o d d ard  in an off-du ty  m om ent

Cpl Josephs m eets  M rs  F ield , th e  m a y o r  o f his h o m e  to w n , C leethorpes

Right: P te G rech , of Drum s, 
on patro l in M id d leto w n .

Above: LCpls N utta l and Col- 
lishaw  lead a B Coy w ork ing  
party on an  OP.



News from The Pompadours

Battalion H Q  takes to the w a te r  . . .

Preparing for BATUS

Testing 
time for 
platoons

T H E  ba tta lio n  fie ld  firing  p eriod  
a t  Sennelager included  a n  orig inal 
com petition  con ta in in g  five stands 
involving live firing . A ll n in e  rifle 
p la to o n s p artic ip a ted  w ith  A  and  C  
Coys at their full B A T U S  s treng ths  
and  B C oy with few er m en  b u t the 
experience o f  being a t B A T U S  and  
th e  advan tage  o f  c o n tin u ity  was 
valuable .

Due to  range av a ilab ility  and  
p rog ram m ing , th e  events d id  n o t 
ru n  in  th e  sam e sequence  fo r  each 
p la to o n  b u t in  m ost cases consisted  
o f  a series o f  sta tic  s ta n d s  testing  
vehicle m ain tenance , N B C , signals 
and  a n  inspection . 4 a n d  5 PI from  
B C oy perfo rm ed  especially  well 
on  these stands, b o th  ga in ing  a 
considerab le  p o in ts  a d v an tag e  o ver 
their adversaries. O n co m p le tio n  
o f  th e  sta tic  s ta n d s , th e  p la to o n s  
w ere despatched  on  a  ro a d  m ove 
along which they w ere re ro u te d , 
then m et by  a  m a jo r  ro ad sid e  
ca ta stro p h e  a rran g ed  by C ap t 
M ike G revitt and  his m ed ica l sec­
tion. Lt G uy  Skingsleys 6 PI per­
form ed especially  well o n  th is 
stand .

T he p la to o n s th e n  set u p  a h ide  
and  had  tim e fo r  a m eal a n d  a 
break  befo re  m oving  to  C Sgt Terry 
S outhw ells night o rien teerin g  
stand. A t  this: stage, 4 P I  and  Sgt 
T hom as led  5 P I and  Sgt C ater  
w ith S P I  and  L t W adm a n in  th ird  
place. 5 PI un fo rtu n a te ly  lo st a  sec­
tio n  a n d  slipped b ack w ard s  by 
scoring  -3 , w ith 8 P I lif tin g  
them selves w ith th e  to p  sco re .

E ach  p la to o n  com p le ted  the 
co m petition  w ith a  p la to o n  a tta c k , 
a defence sh o o t, a figh t th ro u g h  an 
ATK a n d  AFV s ta n d  a n d  an in ­
itia tive te st. T he B C o y  p la to o n s  
scored p a rticu la rly  w ell o n  th e  ta c ­
tical s tan d s, a s  d id L t T o n y  M iles 9 
PI. N o-one cou ld  how ever ca tch  4 
PI and  Sgt T h o m a s , especially  as 
h is B team  under C p l G reen  scored 
a  m axim um  200 p o in ts  o n  C Sgt 
L u ck m an ’s in itia tive  te s t.

T he final tally  saw  Sg t T h o m a s  
a n d  4 PI first, Sgt C a te r a n d  5 PI 
second a n d  L t M iles a n d  9 PI th ird .

M O S T  o f  the b a tta lio n ’s work 
ov e r th e  p a s t fo u r  m o n th s  h as been 
geared  to w a rd s  BAT U S  and  Exer- 
cise M ed ic in e  M an  2, H ow ever , 
t im e  h as  n o t been  to o  tigh t to  d is ­
c o u n t  sp o r t ,  h o s tin g  a  TV  film  
crew  a n d  jo u rn a lis ts ,  h o ld in g  a 
G ra d e  O n e  b o a rd ,  lo o k in g  a f te r  a 
F ren ch  p la to o n  a n d  sen d in g  a few 
in d iv id u a ls  o n  to u r s  to  U g an d a .

T h e  W D R  T V  film  titled  “ Fur 
K o n igen  u n d  L a n d ” , (F o r Q ueen  
a n d  C o u n try )  w as com p le ted  and  
sh o w n  o n  10 A p ril ,  m ak in g  a  few 
o f  th e  P o m p a d o u rs  G erm an  TV 
s ta rs . T h e  cam e ra s  so u g h t to  
fo llo w  v a r io u s  m e m b e rs  o f  th e  b a t­
ta lio n  th ro u g h  th e ir  ro u tin e  and  
c re a te d  som e in te re s tin g  a n d  am u s­
in g  s i tu a tio n s  as c a m e ra s  ap peared  
a t  b re a k fa s t  w ith  th e  B eaum onts 
a n d  in  th e  b ille ts  a n d  w ashroom s 
o f  A  C o y  w h ils t o n  fie ld  firin g  at

Sennelager. The crew  were quite
willing to  w ork h a rd  for  in teresting
angles but cou ld  n o t p lu ck  u p  su f-

themselves on  a n  A P C  during  a 
p latoon  a tta c k . O v e ra ll, members 
o f  the  b a tta lio n  w h o  appeared  per­
form ed cred itab ly  and  hopefully 
the G erm an  pub lic  were given a 
very real view  o f  life  in BAOR.

Early M arch  a lso  saw the com- 
p e tit io n  o f  a G ra d e  O ne board  
with m ore than  40  soldiers suc­
cessful a n d  ga in in g  a  welcome pay 
rise.

In m id M arch , the  Recce PI 
deployed to  H o h n e  for their a n ­
nual firing  c am p , a n d  the M ortars 
to  M unsterlager for their pre- 
concen tra tion  sh oo ting . T he rest 
o f  the b a tta lio n  m oved to  Sen­
nelager fo r their th ird  annual field 
firing p eriod . T h e  com panies car­
ried o u t th e ir  o w n  individual sec­
tion and  p la to o n  tra in ing  before 
the sta rt o f  the  p la to o n  com peti­
tion in th e  second  week. D uring 
week o n e , we w ere jo ined  by a 
p latoon  from  th e  French 16 
C hasseurs, who w ere split in to  sec­
tions to  tra in  w ith  the com panies. 
Many P o m p a d o u rs  were given the 
o p p o rtu n ity  to  look  over their 
weapons a n d  so m e  to  fire them. 
O n th e  m iddle w eekend  o f  the  ex­
ercise, all o f  the F rench  jo ined  HQ 
C oy fo r th e ir  IC F T  and  en terta in­
ed everyone to  so m e  very fine m ar­
ching songs. In a n d  am ongst p a r­
ticipating in  the  p la toon  com peti­
tion , A  a n d  C  C o y s were ab le  to 
carry  o u t co m p an y  a ttacks with 
tank  and  a rtille ry  su p p o rt. The a t­
tacks w ere p articu la rly  impressive 
and  exciting d u e  to  the reduced 
safety d istances ga ined  by having 
the artillery  su p p o rt firing from 
righ t angles. T h e re  was a lso  some 
fran tic  p o s t-a tta c k  activity  as a 
num ber o f  range fires had  to  be ex­
tinguished.

Shortly  b e fo re  breaking for 
E aster b lock  leav e , the  C O  and 
P ad re  m anaged  to  guide the Bn 
H Q  team  to  v ic to ry  in  the  in ter­
departm en ta l five-a-side football 
com petition .

W hile th e  b a tta lio n  were enjoy­
ing their E aster b reak , C ap t Bill 
W illm ott and  th e  M orta r PI were 
hard  a t w ork  o n  the ir  annual con­
centration .

Shortly  a fte r b lock  leave, the 
batta lion  d ep loyed  to  its old

friend, S oltau  T rain ing  A rea for 
a fo rtn ig h t's  pre-B A T U S tra in ­
ing with all elem ents o f  the  Pom - 
p ad our ba ttleg roup . The pressure 
o f  tim e was such tha t p la to o n  and  
com pany tra in in g  w as very lim ited, 
indeed, o n  d ay  tw o  b o th  co m p an y / 
squadron g roups h ad  to  give 
dem onstrations. M aj R oland  
T hom pson 's  C  C oy , a long  w ith  D 
Sqn o f  the 4 /7  D G  gave a m ost 
am using leaguer d em onstra tion  
whilst M aj T im  O tte rs  A  C oy and  
B Sqn d em onstra ted  a m inefield 
crossing. T he dem o n stra tio n s were 
followed by an  excellent b a rbecue  
fo r the  w hole b a ttleg roup . All who 
were involved in the  o rganisation  
o f  the barbecue  a re  w orthy  o f  c on ­
g ratu lation . The com panies were 
then ab le  to  exercise on  their own 
for a few days before  the C O ’s ex­
ercise com m enced. Fortunately , 
the  w eather had  rem ained very 
kind to  the  ba ttleg roup  although

th e  co n siderab le  q u an titie s  o f  dust 
blow n up  led to  m any contact 
rep o rts  read ing  " H e llo , th is is 
R23, th ere  is a  large dust cloud 
m ov ing  east to  west ac ross my 
fro m , o v e r .”  O n  co m p le tio n  o f  the 
C O 's  exercise the b a tta lion  
leaguered  u p  in  th e  Je rrycan  to  
res t, show er a n d  rep a ir vehicles 
b efo re  th e  B rigad iers’ test exercise 
fo r  th e  b a ttleg ro u p . Sweet 
M edicine. U n fo rtu n a te ly , space at 
S o ltau  lim its tra in in g  to  such an 
ex ten t tha t squeezing a ba ttleg roup  
in  can  be q u ite  d ifficu lt a t tim es, 
how ever every th ing  ran  very 
sm oo th ly  a n d  cam e together well.

P ost S o ltau , the  m a jo r problem  
becam e th e  rearrangem en t o f 
flights as th e  B A TU S deploym ent 
h ad  been b ro u g h t fo rw ard  by up  to  
fo u r  days, leaving th e  p re-advance 
p a rty  on ly  seven days to  get 
them selves to ta lly  o rganised . With 
th e  reduced  tim e availab le , much

o f  early  M ay w as spent fran tically  
packing  boxes an d  kit to  go to  
C an ad a . C o m p an ie s  w ere a lso  ab le  
to  p ractice  river crossings on  the 
W eser to  t ra in  fo r  o ne  o f  th e  m ajo r 
exercises a t  B A TU S.

O n 15 M ay , a g ro u p  o f  jo u r ­
nalists visited th e  ba tta lio n  as part 
o f  a fam ilia risa tion  and  tra in ing  
t r ip  to  G erm an y . T hey  visited the 
usual ro u n d  o f  disp lays and  
d em o n s tra tio n s  befo re  gam ely 
signing in dem nity  certifica tes and  
th row ing  them selves on  to  the 
assau lt course.

C urren tly , th e  ba tta lio n  is in 
tran sit to  B A TU S fo r Exercise 
M edicine M an 2 w here the 
tem p era tu re s  a rc  in th e  high 90s 
and  w ith th e  lim ited  shade 
availab le , life could  be h a rd . O ther 
lucky m en en joy ing  a  b it o f  sun  a re  
C Sgts M cC affe rty  a n d  C orco ran  
w ho are  b o th  en joy ing  a  sh o rt spell 
in  U ganda  a t th e  m om en t.

. . .  in hot pursuit of the safety boat
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News from The Pompadours

Cpl Simmons dem onstra tes the  SLR to  a  tra in e e  journa lis t.

W hat am  I going to do about this itch?

Exercise W ives Folly. 

Wives on two-day exercise
lion  and  c o o k in g ,  th e  g irls  w ere 
split in to  f o u r  te a m s a n d  se t up  
p a tro l bases b e fo re  ta k in g  o u t 
p a tro ls  to  try  a n d  fin d  each  o th e r . 
T he a tm o sp h e re  b ecam e  a  little  
b lue o n  o c c a s io n s  b u t m o s t o f  th e  
team  were in  ea r ly  en o u g h  to  g e t a

few  h o u rs  sleep . T he g irts  were 
th en  w h isked  b ack  to  E lizabeth  
B a rra c k s  fo r  a cham p ag n e  b reak ­
fast b e fo re  g o ing  hom e to  te ll a few 
sto rie s  to  th e ir  h u sb an d s , m ost o f 
w hom  w ere p ro b ab ly  to ta lly  fed up 
w ith b ab y s ittin g  by th is  stage.

M rs Sandy Sm ith  leads h e r squad  o ff  o n  Ex W ives Folly.

O N  19 A pr 40 valian t wives packed 
Their bergans fo r a tw o-day exer­
cise on M inden N orth  tra in in g  area 
un d e r the w atch fu l eye o f L t J im ­
m y H ollyw ood , the Fam ilies O f­
ficer. A s the m en sat in th e  a f te r­
n oon  su n , the girls tram ped  o f f  on

a four-m ile  m arch and  fou r-ton  
lif t, with bergans tha t C hris  Bonn- 
ington w ould have been p ro u d  o f 
(rum our has it that a  sp o o f pack ­
ing list and  the o dd  duvet may have 
been the m ajo r cause o f  this).

A fter lessons in basha  construc-
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News from the 5th Battalion

The MFCs at w ork

C Sgt H ilton and his 
p latoon  on a BFT

been busy  a ttend ing  a brigade con­
c en tra tion  run  by 73 E ngr Regt.

T he last weekend o f  M ay saw all 
the ba tta lio n , apart from  the M or­
ta r P I  who w here a t cam p in Sen- 
neybridge w ith 100 Reg t, on S tan ­
ford  T ra in ing  A rea  for a  m ajor 
ba tta lio n  FTX .

T he T ra in ing  M a jo r — Andrew 
D u ff — had  been so busy o b ta in ­
ing C h inooks to  m ove defence 
stores a n d  Engrs w ith  com bat dig­
gers th a t it p rovoked  the com m ent 
from  m ore  th an  o n e  PSI th a t they 
had never seen so m uch supporting  
arm  activity  on  a n  exercise. The 
b a tta lion  was kept extrem ely busy 
by a  large enem y m ad e  up  from  
o u r ow n H S F  C oys and  7 Royal 
A nglian.

D uring  June , th e  C O  and  Coy 
C om ds were o f f  to  G erm any for 
BAOR Recces and  th e  M ilan P I 
w ent to  Salisbury  P la in  fo r the 
U K LF co n cen tra tion . W e also 
eagerly w ait the resu lts o f  the  b a t­
ta lion  team  in th e  G P M G  (SF) 
M atch 83 co m petition  and  hope 
they b ea t last year’s  success.

T he R SM , W O I Sm ith, has 
again organised  a  b a tta lio n  team  to  
take  p a r t  in ha lf-m ara th o n s and  so 
far th e  team  o f  nearly  20 runners 
has successfully tak en  part in runs 
in P e te rb o ro u g h , B rain tree and  St. 
N eots. In b a tta lio n  co lours they 
have been  very p ro m in en t, m aking 
an ideal p rom otion  vehicle fo r  the 
b a tta lio n  in recru iting  and  at the 
sam e tim e  they run  fo r a d ifferent 
charity  in each tow n.

D uring  A pril, th e  Band gave an 
excellent concert a t the  C resset, in 
P ete rb o ro u g h . This was sponsored 
by the M ayor M r Bob Burke, 
w ith a lt the  p roceeds going to  the 
A rm y Benevolent Fund and  the 
M ayor’s charity  — T he Sue Ryder 
F o undation . The evening was 
hosted by H erew ard  R adio , the 
local independent rad io  station 
which broadcast an  ed ited  version 
o f  th e  concert the  fo llow ing week.

A  sm all d inner p a r ty  w as held to  
say farew ell to  ou r D eputy 
H onorary  C olonel fo r N o rth am p ­
tonsh ire , C ol Bob Je ffe ry , in May 
at C orby . In appreciation  o f  all his 
sterling w ork  th e  batta lion  
presen ted  him  with a  " P o a c h e rs”  
s ta tu e tte . T ha t evening we also 
said g oodbye  to  o u r  Q uarterm aster 
M aj Jo h n  F letcher, w ho is o f f  to 
Berlin and  the R SO , C ap t Ron 
C ram p to n , who h as  m ore than  35 
years service to  h is nam e.

Helicopter
procedures
practiced
S P R IN G  is trad itio n a lly  th e  
busiest tim e o f  th e  y ea r fo r  th e  T A  
and 1986 h as been n o  e xcep tion  fo r 
th e  b a tta lio n , even  i f  th is  y e a r ’s 
E aste rn  D istrict SA A M  was 
cancelled because o f  R egu lar A rm y  
co m m itm en ts  e lsew here.

M arch  sta rted  w ith E x  P o la r 
D aw n, a  49  Bde ex ercise  involving 
h ead q u a rte rs  and  a ll o f  3 C oy  from  
C h e lm sfo rd , c o m m an d ed  by  M aj 
C harles T hom as.

T h e  m ain  a im  o f  th e  exercise was 
to  p rac tice  h e licop ter p rocedures  
and  th is  w ent well u n til S a tu rd ay  
evening  w hen th e  w ea th e r tu rn e d  
aga inst u s  w ith th ic k  fog . A t the  
end  o f  M arch  so m e  o f  th e  b a t­
ta lio n  H Q  and  E che lon  to o k  p a rt 
in  2 D iv Ex S p rin g  T id e  a t  Y ork .

T h e  last w eekend o f  th e  m o n th  
saw  2 and  4  C oys p ittin g  th e ir  skills 
aga in st e ach  o th e r d u rin g  a  lengthy  
w eekend o n  S a lisbu ry  P la in . A s 4 
C o y  and  th e  M ilan P I  from  H e r t­
fo rd  w ere in  G ib ra lta r d u rin g  the 
C O ’s test weekend fo r  th e  b a t­
ta lion  last au tum n , th ey  h a d  his 
undivided a tten tion  d u rin g  th is 
w eekend.

Bridge dem olition  a n d  C oy  a t ­
tacks w ere practised  and  M ajs 
John  H uggins and  A lan  G regory  
decided honours w ere even  by  the 
end o f  the  weekend.

The batta lion  S A A M  w as he ld  
on  12/13 A pr a t C o lc h e s te r  an d , 
a fte r several weeks o f  p rac tice  in

d ism a l w ea th e r, th e  su n  shone a n d  
th e  w in d  ab a te d .

O n  th e  S a tu rd a y  evening the O f ­
fice rs  e n te r ta in e d  th e  W Os and  
S g ts M ess to  a  b u ffe t a n d  d rinks in 
th e  D rill H a ll a t C o lcheste r and  w e 
w ere p leased  to  w elcom e L t G en  
S ir J o h n  A k e h u rs t  to  th e  evening.

S u n d a y  saw  th e  cu lm ina tion  o f  
all th e  c o m p e titio n s  a n d  it was no  
s u rp r is e  to  f ind  S g t V erden  (4 C oy) 
C h a m p io n  S L R  S h o t and  C p l 
B a rlo w  (3 C o y ) C h am p io n  SM G  
S h o t.  H o w ev e r, to  everybody’s 
s u rp r ise  a n d  de lig h t, H Q  C oy p ro ­
d uced  th e  C h am p io n  T eam  and  
e n d ed  u p  w inners  o f  th e  C ham pion  
C o y  C u p .

T h is  w as a  fittin g  t r ib u te  to  C SM  
B inley , o n  his last w eekend w ith  
th e  b a tta lio n , for all th e  hard  w ork 
h e  h a s  p u t in  to  co m petition  
sh o o tin g  b o th  fo r  H Q  C oy  and  th e  
b a tta lio n  a t Bisley over m any 
yea rs . L t G en  a n d  L ady  A kehurst 
jo in e d  us  fo r  lunch  o n  the range 
a n d  th e n  p re sen ted  th e  prizes.

M ay  saw  1 C o y  go to  L ongm oor 
a n d  3 C o y  to  S a lisbu ry  Plain and  
the b a tta lio n  ta k e  the o p p o rtu n ity  
d u rin g  a rec ru it selection  weekend 
a t  C o lch es te r  to  run  N B C  and  First 
A id cad re s .

In  M ay th e  b a tta lio n  w as heavily  
invo lved  in  th e  ru n n in g  o f  the  final 
p re -R M A S  tra in in g  w eekend fo r 
o ff ic e r  ca d e ts  in  E aste rn  D istrict. 
T h e  a ssa u lt p ioneers have also
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News from the 5th Battalion

H Q  Coy. w in n e r o f th e  C h a m p io n  Coy C up. a t th e  B a tta lio n  R ifle  M e e tin g

Decisions, decisions! 4 Coy d ith e r in  th e  Lake D istrict

Lt G e n  Sir John A k e h u rs t presents th e  cha mpion Coy cup to 
CSM  Binley, H Q  Coy.

T h e  C O  ad d resses th e  
b a tta lio n

W 0 2  Binley and  W 0 2  Lacey, w inners of th e  G P M G  Pairs, 
rece ive  th e ir  p rize  from  Lt G en Sir John A ke h u rs t



News from the 6th Battalion

SAAM
contest
keenly
fought

P H O T O G R A P H IC  h o n o u rs  fo l­
low ing  th e ir  success in  th e  1985 TA  
R ifle A ssoc ia tion  m a tch es  w en t to  
H Q  (S uffo lk ) C o y  in th e  last issue 
w hile w inners  o f  th e  R ifle  and  
M achine G un  co m p e tit io n s  w ere C  
(S u ffo lk ) C o y  based  a t Ipsw ich .

T he b a tta lio n  SA A M  w as held in 
C o lcheste r on  a  tra d itio n a lly  co ld , 
wet a n d  w indy  w eekend  in  A p ril.  
T he occasion  w as ch o sen  b y  C o m ­
m an d e r 54 In f  B de, Brig Peter 
W illiam s, as h is fo rm a l A R U  visit.

T he overall te am  com p etitio n  
was fiercely fo u g h t o u t by  B (B ed ­
fo rdsh ire ) and  D (C am b rid g esh ire ) 
Coys w ith B C oy  ta k in g  th e  c h a m ­
pion com pany  p rize  by  ju s t  one 
po in t. Sgt N eill (D  C o y ) w as th e  
CO s C ham pion  S ho t and  the rest 
o f  th e  team  a n d  ind iv id u a l prizes 
w ere evenly d is tr ib u ted  a ro u n d  the 
b a tta lio n . O ne  resu lt o f  particu la r 
n o te  w as L C pl W a tso n  F (H SF) 
Coy w ho  w on th e  M M T T  co m p eti­
tion .

A  second  SA A M  w as he ld  in 
m id-M ay to  lake  ad v a n ta g e  o f  th e  
range space left vacan t by th e  ED - 
SA A M  cancella tion . A n in te r­
com pany  com p e titio n  w as held , 
prim arily  to  assist w ith B isley  
selection which he ra ld ed  th e  sta rt 
o f the 1986 ch am p io n  co m p an y  
com petition. T he w in n e rs  o f  w hich  
receive an  all-expenses (a n d  L O A ) 
paid trip  to  the U SA  nex t year. T he 
honours were ag a in  sh a red , th is 
tim e between B ( B e d fo rd sh ire )  an d  
H Q  (Suffolk) C oys.

C om m ander 54  In f  B de has 
presented T e rr ito r ia l  E ffic iency  
M edals in th e  last th re e  m o n th s  to  
CSgt G ro u n d  a n d  Sgt T u rn e r , A  
(N orfo lk ) and  to  C p l C h ris tie , H Q  
(S uffo lk ) C oy .

B oth B and  H Q  C o y s h av e  c a r­
ried o u t a d v e n tu re  tra in in g

w eekends. H Q  C oy spen t a  co ld , 
w et w eekend  a t the e n d  o f  M arch  
in  c e n tra l  W ales w h ile  B C oy  
w a ited  u n til th e  M ay B an k  H o liday  
a n d  fa re d  b e tte r  in  the  P eak  
D is tric t.

It w as d u rin g  th is  w eekend th a t 
Sgt T a g g a r t  fell w hile  abseilling on  
S ta n a g e  E d g e . H is  recovery  is c o n ­
t in u in g  slow ly  a n d  he h a s  ju st been  
m o v ed  fro m  S heffie ld  to  Q E M H  
W o o lw ich  w h ere  he  will be in 
W a rd  2 fo r  so m e  tim e  an d  w ould  
w e lco m e  v is ito rs  from  th e
R eg im en t.

T h e  b a tta lio n  to o k  p a r t  in th e  
U K L F  o rien tee rin g  ch am pionsh ips 
in  A p ril an d , like  the 1st B atta lion , 
d id  very  w ell. B oth  m en’s a n d  
w o m en ’s team s fro m  H Q  C oy 
q u a lif ie d  th ro u g h  th e  E astern  
D istric t C h a m p io n sh ip  in M arch 
and  bo th  team s fin ished  4th in th e  
U K L F  even t.

A fo u r-m a n  team  consisting o f  
A d ju ta n t (C a p t A n to lik ), LCpl 
L o ck e  (B  C o y ), P te s  T ay lo r (A  
C oy) a n d  M o o re  (C  C oy) c o m ­
p e ted  in  th e  W elsh  1000s m o u n ta in  
race  o n  7 Ju n . D esp ite  d isap p o in ­
tin g  p e rso n a l p e rfo rm an ces  they  
m a n a g e d  to  fin ish  in 3 rd  place in 
th e  T A  sec tio n  a n d  in 6 th -7 th  place 
o v e ra ll o u t o f  4 0  team s.

T h e  c o u n ty  show  season has 
b e g u n  an d  C  C oy h av e  already  
been  ac tiv e  in  p rov id ing  th e  
R eg im en ta l ten t m an p o w er team  a t 
th e  S u ffo lk  Show . R egrettab ly  we 
w ere a t  C a m p  fo r  th e  R oyal N o r­
fo lk  S h o w  a n d  w ere u n ab le  to  tak e  
p a r t .

B (Bedfordshire) Coy —  Cham pion Com pany a t B attalion SAAM

C (Suffolk) Coy, Rifle and M ach in e  G un Cup w inners of the 1985 N on-C entra l TA Rifle  
Association com petitions. Back row : L Cpls S treet. K im ble, Sgts Stephenson. Robertson Pte's 

Randall. Cox; fron t ro w : Cpl Proctor. Pte M oon.

Sgt Turner A  (N o rfo lk ) Coy receives his TEM fro m  Comd 54 Inf 
Bde

receives his TEM from  Comd 
54 In f Bde
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C Sgt Brown A  (N orfo lk) Coy, 
w in n er of th e  Best SNCO  

SM G  individual competition



News from the 7th Battalion

Competitive 
tradesmen

Winter shock for rifle coys

IN  1985 R E M E  tradesm en a tta c h ­
ed  to  an  in fan try  b a tta lio n  en te red  
E xercise Sou thern  C ra ftsm en  fo r  
th e  first tim e. T h e  team , d raw n  
from  7 R A nglian  and  5 R R F  w ith 
a n  o ff ice r  from  118 Rec C oy  
R E M E , w ere presen ted  w ith  a 
c ra te  o f  beer for the ir  e ffo rts . In 
1986 en th u siasm  a n d  n um bers  h a d  
increased  and  7 R A nglian- 
a ttach ed  tradesm en  en tered  a  team  
to  com pete  fo r th e  H a re  C u p  fo r  
th e  best a tta ch ed  tradesm en  team  
in the com p etitio n .

Ju s t a fte r C h ris tm as H Q  E aste rn  
D istric t p lans to  en te r an o th e r  
team  sta rted  to  tak e  shape . R E M E - 
a ttach ed  tradesm en  from  5 R 
A ng lian , 6 R A nglian  a n d  3 W FR  
a tten d ed  the w eekends tha t w e h ad  
o rgan ised  w ith th e  idea o f  fo rm in g  
a  com posite  team . T hese w eekends 
w ere designed  to  re in fo rce  skills 
w hich sh o u ld  have been a t o u r  
fingertip s b u t w ere ru sty  th ro u g h  
lack  o f  use. T he co m p o site  team  
w ere very m uch  in th e  sam e p o s i­
tio n  as we w ere last year b u t h ad  
th e  a d v an tag e  in th a t we passed  o n  
o u r  im pressions fro m  1985 a n d  
suggested a rea s  o f  tra in in g  o n  
w hich to  co n cen tra te .

In th e  co m p e titio n , C p l C live 
R ennie, ab ly  assisted  by C fn  G ly n n  
H o d g k in so n , S tu  W ilson  and  Jo h n  
B rad b u ry  cam e th ird  in  th e  m a n u ­
fac tu re  task . T h e  recovery  
m echanics C p l C live R ennie , C fn  
Jo h n  B rad b u ry  a n d  P au l C hisw ell 
d id  well to  be event leaders w ith  
o n ly  th ree  team s to  fin ish  th e ir  
ta sk . I t ’s  perhaps ju s t as well th a t 
recovery  m echanics a re  n o to r io u s ­
ly p o o r  a t figures as they  c a n ’t 
w ork out h o w they finished fifth  a t 
th e  p r iz e -giving! T he w hole team  
d id  very well o n  th e  m arch  a n d  
sh o o t phase , com ing  equal firs t,  
b u t u n d e r  the 133 ru le  d id n 't  get a 
p rize.

C pl N eill (Scouse) W ells is still 
on  paink illers b u t w e a re  n o t su re  i f  
these a rc  fo r  h is legs a f te r  th e  
m arch  ph ase  o r w h eth er they  a re  to  
ease th e  m en tal p a in  o f  o v e rh e a r­
ing sco rers  say "g iv e  it to  133, th ey  
tried  h a rd e r” .

A  C E R E M O N Y  o f  re -ded ica tion  
w as held o n  6  M ar a t S a ffro n  H ill 
C em etery  in L eicester. T h e  h osie ry  
firm  o f  H a rt and  Levy h ad  alw ays 
tak en  a  g rea t in terest in th o se  o f  its  
em ployees w ho  served in b o th  
W orld  W ars and  erected  a n d  h a d  
d ed ica ted  a  tab le t to  th o se  w h o  
d ied , o n  th e  wall o f  th e  firm ’s fac ­
to ry  in  Leicester.

T h e  firm  closed  d o w n  a n d  th e  
tab le t w as in  d anger o f  being

M rs  L in d a  P l a t t ,  Lt C o l D . K . H a r r i s  a n d  C S g t  Sa n d i e  S a n d e r s o n .

14 M ay was an  ausp icious occa­
sion a t S obraon  B arracks in L in­
co ln , w hen the C O  presen ted  a 
G O C ’s C om m endation  to  M rs 
L inda P latt and  his LS and  G C

m edal to  C S g t “ S a n d ie ”  S a n d e r ­
son . M rs P l a i t ,  th e  w ife  o f  ex R 
L incoln  and  2 R A n g lian  A sslt P n r 
Sgt ‘‘S p a m ”  P la tt ,  w as h igh ly  
co m m ended  fo r  h e r  m a g n if ic e n t

service ov e r 20  years as ca re taker 
o f  th e  T A  C e n tre , G ain sb o ro u g h . 
C Sgt S a n d e rso n  is cu rren tly  serv­
ing  as Q P S I  w ith  B (L incoln) 
C o m p an y .

A F T E R  sitting  a t their firesides 
o ver C hristm as a n d  the N ew  Y ear 
the rifle  coys w ere a  little shocked  
to  be p u t on  ranges in early  
J a n u a ry . H ow ever, ap a rt fro m  it 
being  “ tra d itio n a l”  to  c a rry  o u t 
a n ti-tan k  an d  g renade p rac tices  in 
J a n u a ry , it does serve as a 
to u g hen ing -up  p rocess fo r th e  rest 
o f  th e  year! T he crisp  w ea ther 
seem ed to  co n tin u e  th ro u g h o u t 
F eb ru a ry  and  n a tu ra lly  w hen  the 
M o r P I  visited W arcop , a  well- 
k n ow n  spo t o n  th e  N o rth u m b ria n  
R iv iera , renow ned for long  w arm  
su m m er evenings, they  cau g h t th e  
o n ly  d ay  it snow ed fo r th e ir  live 
firing .

O n th e  last w eekend in F eb ru a ry  
th e  b a tta lio n  was o u t in s tren g th  at 
B eckingham  to  q u a lify  fo r b o u n ty  
an d , am ong th e  m any  h ec tic  a c ­
tiv ities, noddy  su its and  shell d re ss ­
ings w ere m uch in ev idence. T h e  
b a tta lio n  driv ing  and  field  c o o k e ry  
com p etitio n s w ere held . T h e  d r iv ­
ing co m petition  was p a rticu la rly  
fierce  a n d , a lth o u g h  B C o y  w on  
th e  B ed fo rd  team  c o m p e titio n  a n d  
D  C oy  th e  L and-R over c o m p e ti­
t io n , A  C oy  n arrow ly  sc rap ed  
h o m e  a s  th e  overall w inners. D 
C oy , ably led by Sgt Bert B urke , 
w on th e  b a tta lio n  and  E as te rn  
D istric t C o okery  C o m p e titio n s  
(see sep a ra te  a rtic le ) — a n d  ca m e  a  
very c red itab le  sixth in th e  U K L F  
T A  fie ld  cookery  co m p e titio n  in 
A pril.

In F eb ruary  o u r  A d ju ta n t, C ap t 
S im on  L am b , com ple ted  h is to u r . 
W e th a n k  him  fo r all he  d id  fo r  th e  
b a tta lio n  a n d  w ish him  well back  
w ith  th e  V ikings. W e a re  de lig h ted  
t o  w elcom e h is successo r, C a p t 
M ax M arrin e r, a lso  fro m  th e  1st 
B a tta lio n . W e h o p e  his tim e  w ith 
th e  T A  is a  hap p y  one.

M arch  was yet an o th e r  h ec tic  
m o n th , sta rtin g  w ith a  ce rem o n y  
o f  re -ded ica tion  o n  6 M ar (see 
sep a ra te  article). O n th e  8-9 M ar 
tw o  rifle  coys and  H Q  C oy  to o , 
p a rt in Ex P o lar D aw n 2, a 49  lnt 
Bde SH c o n cen tra tio n . It w as a 
h ighly m obile, realistic  a n d  ex ­
citing  exercise. C h in o o k  a n d  P u m a  
h e licop te rs  a irlif ted  tro o p s  in to  
defensive  o r c u t-o f f  p o s itio n s  in 
reac tio n  to  co v ert “ en em y ”  a c ­
tiv ities a n d  was ideal tra in in g  fo r  
o u r  o p e ra tio n a l ro le . A fo r tn ig h t 
la te r , r ifle  coys w ere o u t a g a in  o n  
th e  ranges o r field firing w h ile  o n  
th e  w eekend in betw een th e  b a t ­
ta lio n  hosted  th e  E ast M id lan d s

fo rg o tten , how ever, a  su rv iv ing  ex- 
serv icem an a n d  p rev io u s 
em ployee, M r. Sydney P e a rso n , 
h ad  it tran sferred  to  the  wall o f  th e  
chape l in  th e  cem etery  a n d  a d d e d  a 
p laq u e  o f  his ow n.

H e requested  assistance f ro m  th e  
b a tta lio n  fo r th e  cerem ony  a n d  
fo u r m em orial sen tries a n d  a 
d ru m m e r/b u g le r  w ere p ro v id ed . 
T h e  C O  and  R SM  w ere p resen t 
a long  w ith  m any  ex-servicem en

TA V R  recru iting  and  public ity  
s tudy  day.

A lso  in M arch , on R ecru it 
C ourse  139, P te C artw right o f  B 
C oy was chosen as the  best recru it 
on th e  C adre held a t the Q ueens 
D ivision D epot. In p articu la r he 
scored  the very high m ark  o f  63 
o u t o f  67 to  achieve m arksm an  
s tan d a rd  on  his S L R  A P W T  and  
we look forw ard  to  seeing h im  at 
Bisley next year!

A  scratch ba tta lio n  six-a-side 
hockey  team  reached  the sem i­
finals o f  the  E astern  D istrict to u r ­
n am en t being finally  knocked  out 
by the eventual w inners w ho  also 
h ap p en  to  be UK  A rm y finalists. 
Special thanks m ust go to  W 0 2  
"G e e  G ee”  Sm ith  w ho, a lthough  
not a  hockey p layer, d onned  the 
g oa lie ’s p ro tective a rm o u r and  
kept goal adm irab ly .

A pril sta rted  w ith the rifle  co m ­
p an ies  field firing on  5-6 A pr. T he 
com pan ies a t C atterick  experienc­
ed  ju s t abou t every v aria tion  in 
c lim atic  cond itions possible — all 
w ith in  24 hours. N oth ing  d au n ted , 
they all kept go ing , getting in som e 
usefu l practice  fo r the ba tta lio n  
SA A M  w hich w as held o n  19-20 
A pr (see separa te  artic le). A lso  in 
A pril, and  all repo rted  on 
separately , LDY C oy played  host 
to  a m ajo r in te rn a tio n a l co m p e ti­
tion  when th e  Reserve Forces 
A ssociation  held their equestrian  
event Challenge S aum ur a t L o u g h ­
b o ro u g h , o u r R E M E  a ttach ed  
tradesm en en tered  a  10-man team  
in Ex Sou thern  C ra ftsm an  1986 
a n d  th e  ba tta lio n  team  w ere vic­
to r io u s  in the  E aste rn  D istrict G o lf 
sp rin g  m eeting.

T h e  first w eekend in M ay, 15 P I 
E (H S F ) C oy w ere on  exercise 
u n d e r the  co m m an d  o f  L t M ike 
T ay lo r, w hose tim e and  h a rd  w ork 
h ad  g o n e  in to  th e  extensive p la n ­
n ing o f  Ex W arrio rs  R oost. They 
o p era ted  in the ir  defensive role
w ith the assistance of the civilian 
police and  ' ‘en em y "  p rovided  by B 
Sqn 23 SA S (V) (see separate  a r ti­
cle). T he next w eekend th e  b a t­
ta lion  was toge ther fo r th e  first 
tim e th is year fo r  collective t ra in ­
ing on  th e  S tan fo rd  T ra in ing  A rea. 
O n  th e  S a tu rday  th e  ba tta lio n  less 
D  C oy  concen tra ted  on  N BC w ar­
fa re . w atched  by th e  C om d 49  In f 
B de Brig J .  B. G reenw ay C B E .

C o n tinued  on P age 16

a n d  s tan d a rd  parties.
A  large nu m b er o f  those 

rem em bered  w ere R oyal Leicesters 
so it was fitting  th a t the ba tta lio n  
sh o u ld  be represen ted .

By coincidence m uch o f  the  
fo rm er H art a n d  Levy build ing  
from  w hich th e  m em orial tab let 
w as rem oved is now  occupied  by 
th e  firm  belonging  to  one o f  the 
b a tta lio n ’s suba lte rns , L t Nick 
Page.
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R em em bering —  from  le ft , Lt Col J. L. W ilson, M r  Sydney Pearson, Sir Christopher Lever, the  
C O  a n d  Lord M a y o r of Leicester C llr J an et Setchfield.



News from the 7th Battalion

A bove: 'Back room  boy'. Sgt 
Felstead  REME a rm o u re r  
effects  s w ift rep a irs  to  on  
a i l i n g  SLR.

*  *  *  *  *

Right: The C O  shows th e  
results of his p istol shooting  
prow ess.

A ll the SAAM prize-w inners  w ith  th e  Divisional B rigadier an d  the CO.

B Coy win shooting
T H E  b a tta lio n  SA A M  was held at 
C olchester over the weekend 19-20 
A pr. O n d a y  one the gods smiled 
on  us an d  we had  excellent 
shooting w eather. The com petition  
was fierce b u t it soon  becam e a p ­
parent th a t B C oy and  notab ly  4 PI 
were beginning to forge ahead . 
How ever, they d id n o t have 
everything the ir  ow n way and  a 
n o tab le  excep tion  was the D efence  
PI, ably led by  W 0 2  S m ith , w in n ­
ing th e  sec tion  m atch  by a h a n d ­
som e m arg in .

Day 2 saw  the w eather change 
for the w orse b u t spirits  w ere not 
d am pened  a n d  a  visit by the wives 
o f  D  C oy served to  brigh ten  the 
day. B C oy  con tinued  their 
d o m ina tion  an d  collected the 
C ham pion  C om pany  C up  w ith 4 
PI C h am p io n  P la to o n . A t one 
stage we th o u g h t o u r resident 
Bisley ex p ert, C apt “ C a m e l'' 
M allett, w as go ing  to  leave em pty  
handed , how ever he squeezed in 
with th e  Best O ffice r’s trophy . The

last co m p e titio n  w as the falling 
p late  a n d  in  a tro c io u s conditions 
an excellent Reece PI team  won the 
final. T h e  an n u a l O fficers v W O ’s 
and  S N C O ’s p roduced  close co m ­
pe tition  b u t having been carefully  
briefed , ( th rea ten ed ? ) by  the RSM, 
the S N C O s team  w on in close co m ­
p e titio n . T h e  C o m m and ing  O fficer 
vow s it will be d if fe ren t next year. 
T he R SM  know s b e tte r ! !

Brig C . M . J .  B arnes O B E, 
presen ted  th e  prizes a n d  m anaged  
to  meet a n d  ta lk  to  m any o f  the 
b a tta lio n . Ind iv idua l resu lts were:

Best SL R  sho t: L Cpl Jenkins (4 
PI B C oy); Best S M C  shot. Cpl 
W alker (5 PI B C oy); Best Pistol 
Sho t: Sgt M ills (M ilan  PI H Q  
C oy); Best JN C O  S h o t: L Cpl 
Jenk ins  (4  PI B C oy); Best 
W O /S N C O  Sho t: C  Sgt Venn (4 PI 
B C oy); Best O fficer Sho t: C ap t C. 
A. M alle t t (LD Y  C oy); Best M ov- 
ing T arge t S h o t: 2L t I . M . M itchell 
(D . C o y ); Best G P M G  P air: P te 
G ra n t /L  C p l D ay  (4  PI B Coy);

S ection M atch : D efence PI; Falling  
P late: Reece PI.

W inter shock
From  Page 15
W hile th is  was go ing  o n , D C oy 
were tu rn in g  T o ttin g to n  village in ­
to  a  F IB U A  tra in in g  a rea  a n d  as 
daw n b ro k e , th e  b a tta lio n  a ttack  
went in  o n  the village. F igh ting  w as 
fierce a n d  little  q u a r te r  was given 
but w ith  a  large b reak fa st as the 
o b jec tive , co m p an y  rivalries were 
fo rg o tten  for a sh o rt w hile. A week 
la ter th e  b a tta lio n  A Ech w as ta k ­
ing p a r t  in a 49 In f  Bde C P X  to 
p rac tise  th e  logistic ch a in , a n d  sc 
the  b u ild -u p  to  an n u a l cam p  goes 
o n .

W e c o n g ra tu la te  W 0 2  D . P 
S m ith , SPS1 o f  LD Y  C oy , on  h is 
aw ard  o f  th e  G O C  N o rth e rn 
Ire land  C o m m en d a tio n  fo r  serv ice 
in th e  P rovince.
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LCpl. Jenkins. 4 PI B Coy. rece ives th e  cup fo r  being the best SLR shot from  th e  D ivisional 
Brigadier. The RSM looks suitably p leased.
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Ex Warriors
IT  W A S d uring  the second w orld  
w ar th a t O xcom be M an o r had 
been  a ttack ed  by Special Forces in 
p re p a ra tio n  fo r  th e  D ieppe raids 
a n d  now , som e 40 p lus years la ter, 
th e  seren ity  o f  the  L incolnsh ire  
W olds was to  be  b roken  by gunfire  
an d  sim u lated  a ttack .

15 PI o f  E (H SF) C oy under the 
co m m an d  o f  L t M ike T ay lo r, were 
to  o p e ra te  in the ir  defensive ro le  by 
using th e  m anor house as a K P, 
a n d  th e  su rro u n d in g  g ro u n d s  as 
th e  G A D , to ge ther w ith the 
assistance  o f  th e  civ ilian  police 
u n d e r  th e  gu idance  o f  S u p e rin ten ­
d en t B ob B ates.

T h e  enem y w as p rov ided  by 
eigh t fo u r-m an  p a tro ls  o f  B. Sqn 
23 SA S (V). T he ir ro le  w as th a t o f  
Spe tsnaz , q u ite  a fo rm idab le  
enem y.

A nd  so to  w ar.
15 PI m oved  in to  th e  K P  under 

th e  cover o f  darkness . O nce the 
m a n o r  house an d  th e  im m ediate  
a rea  w as checked , PI H Q  was 
estab lished  w ithin the m a n o r  itself. 
F irs t light p roved  to  be uneven tfu l 
an d  th e  d ay  w as spent in estab lish ­
ing ind iv idual section  positions,

fields o f  fire  and  patro llin g . A ll 
ro ad s w ere m anned by  c h eckpo in ts  
b u t by last light no  sighting o f  th e  
enem y h ad  been m ad e  an d  for th e  
second n igh t tired  eyes checked  
a n d  re-checked the ir  a rea  w ith 
the ir  n igh t visual a ids —  b u t 
no th ing!

T he enem y.
T he tem pera tu re  d ro p p ed  

som ew hat giving w ay  to  a  c lear 
nigh t. A t 0300 hrs th e  stillness o f  
th e  early  daw n w as b ro k en  by 
G P M G  fire from  th e  east side o f  
th e  bu ild ing  w ith th e  m ain a ttack  
com ing  from  the west — the b a ttle  
fo r O xcom be M an o r w as o n . T h e  
m ost fo rw ard  positions w ithin th e  
G D A  w ere qu ickly o v e rru n , w ith  
p risoners being tak en . T h e  SA S 
m oved quick ly  and  th e  ad jo in in g  
w ater tow er and  genera ting  ro o m  
designed  as K P ’s w ere blow n.

A t 0335 hrs th e  Spe tsnaz  
w ithdrew , leaving 15 PI to  lick 
th e ir  w ounds. T he second a ttack  
cam e a t 0450 h rs , a n d  E xercise 
W arrio rs  R oost finally  cam e to  a 
sto p  a t 0600 hours.

L a te r th a t m orn ing  L t G en Sir 
Jo h n  A kehurst flew in , his pilo t

Roost
being  a m em ber o f  the  TA . O th e r 
v isito rs included th e  C O , Lt C ol D. 
K. H arris , and  C ap t M ax M ar- 
riner.

A  church  service to o k  p lace in 
the  ad jo in ing  M an ton  C hurch  
w hen a wreath was la id  on a sm all 
m em orial to  a nu m b er o f m en o f  
the  L incolnsh ire  Regim ent who fell 
in th e  first world w ar, one being  a 
re la tive o f  Cpl H yde , a section 
com m ander in 15 PI. T he w hole o f  
th e  exercise was cu lm inated  by  an 
excellent cu rry  lunch laid  on  by 23 
SA S.

Exercise Sou thern  C raftsm an  
1986 m ust be o ne  o f  the few occa­
sions in th e  com p e titio n ’s h isto ry  
w here an  experienced team  has 
helped w hat tu rn ed  o u t to  be its 
on ly  co m p etito r to  tra in  fo r the 
co m petition . 7 R A nglian R EM E 
a ttach ed  won the H are  C up  b u t, 
hav ing  h ad  experience o f  the  
special p roblem s involved in 
organ ising , tra in ing  an d  en tering  a 
com posite  team , all o f  o u r  team  
m em bers w ould like to  say a big 
"w ell d o n e ”  to  the c om posite  team  
an d  look fo rw ard  to  m ore co m ­
p e titio n  next year.

2Lt N ick Page jumping for the B ritish  team .

Lt Gen Sir John A kehu rst v isits E (HSF) Coy and ta lk s  to Ptes Tu rne r and C la rke .

Cooks concoct winning dish

French ride to victory
T H E  S aum ur C u p  is an  an n u a l 
m o u n ted  one-day  event for 
R eserve O fficers  fo r th e  UK, 
F ran ce  a n d  Belgium with th e  s ta n ­
d a rd  largely depend ing  on  the 
ab ility  o f  th e  horses p ro v id ed  by 
th e  host n a tio n . In  sp ring  85 the 
co m p e titio n  h ad  taken  p lace o n  the 
b a n k s  o f  th e  L o ire  a t th e  F rench 
cava lry  schoo l a t S aum ur and  
m ad e  fu ll use o f  the ir  extensive 
facilities w hich com bine  bo th  their 
m o d e rn  A rm o u red  C o rp s School 
w ith  an  im m ense e q u estrian  c en tre , 
th e  h o m e  o f  the ir  legendary  C ad re  
N o ir. F aced  w ith th e  d au n tin g  task  
o f  g o in g  o n e  be tte r, th e  equestrian  
com m ittee  o f  th e  Reserve Forces 
A ssoc ia tion  picked  L eicestershire 
a s  th e  1986 venue a n d . having 
secu red  a  pledge o f  h orses a n d  help 
fro m  th e  R A V C  D epot M elton  
M o w b ray , tasked  LDY C oy  7 
R oyal A ng lian  to  o rg an ise  the 
event fo r th e  w eekend o f  th e  12/13 
A pril.

O n th e  eve o f  th e  co m petition  
the invading  team s, com plete  w ith 
a  bevy o f  a ttrac tiv e  cam p  
fo llow ers, w ere w elcom ed to  d in ­
ner at T he G eorge, in G ra n th a m , 
w here they  w ere stay ing . As 
m em bers o f  form er w inning team s 
it h ad  been  hoped  to  persuade  th e  
C o m m and ing  O fficer, L t C ol H a r ­
ris, a n d  O C  S upport G ro u p , C ap t 
L uke  S m ith , to  tak e  p a r t ,  b u t bo th  
declined  in  favour o f  M elton  PI 
C o m d  N ick P age, w ho  rode in th e  
G rea t B rita in  A T eam .

First p a rad e  was 10am  a t the 
R A V C  D epot w here team  cap ta in s  
drew  fo r horses, a n d  som e ra th e r  
app rehensive-looking  com p e tito rs  
set o f f  to  w alk th e  c ross-coun try  
cou rse . T h e  riding m aste r, C ap t 
M acgregor, and  his s ta f f  had  p ro ­
duced  a s tif f  course, b u t his ho rses , 
which w ould  not have  looked  o u t 
o f  p lace on  a  Q uorn  M onday , w ent 
flying ro u n d  it. A  break  then  
fo llow ed and  th e  assem bled

m ultitu d e  retired to  the  M elton  
Drill H all fo r liqu id  refreshm ents 
an d  an  excellent co ld  bu ffe t la id  o n  
by SQ M S R oxby a n d  th e  ba tta lio n  
co o k s. O ver the  final show  ju m p ­
ing phase the F rench m anaged  to  
m ain ta in  their earlier lead and  w on 
the tro p h y  which w as presented to  
them  by the cha irm an  o f  the  
Reserve Forces A ssoc ia tion , Lt 
G en  Sir P e te r H udson .

M oet a n d  C h an d o n  p rovided  
considerab le  assistance a n d  a 
liberal spark le  o f  cham pagne  
th ro u g h o u t the  w eekend, and  th ere  
fo llow ed th e  vin d ’h o nneur w hen 
som e m ore  o f  the ir excellent v in ­
tage  was consum ed to  toast the 
w inners. A  banque t at Belvoir C as­
tle  follow ed an d , fo r those w ith 
suffic ien t stam in a , a to u r  o f  the 
O erlikon  can n o n  fac to ry  in G ra n ­
th am  on  S unday  m orning .

T hank  goodness it is an o th e r 
th ree  years before  we have to  a r ­
range  it again!

The w inners, kneeling  from  le ft, Sgt Burkey, P te  A in g e , C p l Lucas P te Sgollupi. Standing, M a j 
(Q M ) D . R. E d w ard s .

T H E  E astern  D istrict C ookery  
C om petition  was held o n  23 M ar 
on  Purfleet R anges, a b leak  place 
at the best o f  tim es, b u t w ith a 
howling NE wind blowing co n d i­
tions were hard ly  ideal fo r field 
cookery!

The batta lion  represen ted  by Sgt 
B urke, Cpl Lucas and  P te Sgollupi 
o f  D Coy and  P te  A inge from  HQ  
C oy scored high po in ts  for 
o rgan isa tion  and  setting up  o f  the 
field k itchen; they could have done 
be tte r on  their m ilitary skills but 
were obviously saving their 
energies fo r the a ll-im portan t 
cookery  phase o f  th e  co m petition .

They p roduced  a very im ­
aginative m enu o f  savoury p a n ­
cake rolls s tu ffed  with chicken 
served on a  bed o f rice w ith a 
cheese sauce. T he d ish  was 
superbly cooked and  presented and 
set a very high s tan d a rd  fo r the 
o ther team s to  follow . All th e  hard  
w ork , dete rm ina tion  and  e n ­
thusiasm  d isp layed  by Sgt Burke 
and  his team  resulted in a  well- 
deserved win fo r 7 R A nglian.
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News from the branches
B R A N C H E S  an n u a l d in n ers  
hav e  been h eld  w ith  L in co ln  in 
F eb ru a ry , G rim sby  in  M arch  
a n d  G ra n th a m  in J u n e . All 
w ere successful an d  well a t ­
ten d e d  .

T h e  O fficers R eu n io n  was 
held  on  th e  2 6 /2 7  A p r  w hen 32 
p as t an d  p resen t o ff ic ers  d in ed  
o n  th e  S a tu rd a y  n ig h t. C ol 
Jo h n  G leadell p re sid e d  a n d  
am o n g  th o se  a tte n d in g  w ere 
M aj G en S ir C h ris to p h e r 
W e lb y -E v era rd , C o ls T a d m a n  
an d  D ale an d  M aj D erek  D ra b ­
b le , th e  la tte r being  a  w a rtim e 
off ic e r w ho served  in  th e  F ar 
E a s t  with o u r  1st B a tta lio n . 
T h e  m a jo rity  w h o  c a m e to  th e  
d in n er also tu rn e d  u p  o n  th e  
S u n d ay  w ith  th e ir  wives fo r  th e  
c u rry  lu n ch . T h is  w eekend  get 
to g e th e r  is n o w  in  its fo u r th  
y ea r, h as  p ro v e d  to  b e  very 
p o p u la r , a n d  gives th e  o ff ic e rs ’ 
wives a  ch a n ce  to  m eet an d  ex­
c h a n g e  new s.

T h e  t ra n s fe r  o f  o u r 
R eg im en ta l C o lle c tio n  to  th e  
M useum  o f  L in co ln sh ire  L ife 
has p ro v e d  m o st successfu l an d

th e  n u m b e rs  v iew ing  the 
d isp la y s  h a s  in cre ase d  a  h u n ­
d re d fo ld . A  q u a n ti ty  o f  
R eg im en ta l item s a re  now  
a v a ila b le  fro m  th e  m u seu m . 
T h e se  in c lu d e  h ip  flask s  at 
£ 9 .9 9 , p a p e r  w e igh ts a t  £1 .50 , 
g lass  h a lf -p in t  ta n k a rd s  £1.35 
a n d  ex ecu tiv e  jo t te r s  a t  95p. 
A ll have th e  R oyal L inco lns  
O R s c a p  b a d g e  in c lu d ed  in  the 
d esign .

O u r  O C A  re u n io n  will be 
h eld  a t  C le e th o rp e s  o n  th e  
w e ek en d  o f  2 0 /2 1  S ep  86. 
B ran c h  m em b ers  sh o u ld  ap p ly  
to  th e ir  o w n  se c re ta ry , n o n - 
b ra n c h  m em b ers  t o  th e  L inco ln  
b ra n c h  a n d  O ffic e rs  to  R H Q  at 
L in co ln .

S in c e  th e  la s t issue  o f  C astle

th e  fo llow ing  h a v e  died: M r W. 
T . B row n  (ex B andm aster), Mr 
J .  C o llin so n , M r B. K ent, Mr
B. R o b so n .

H e re  is an  u p d a te  o f  those 
in vo lved  in th e  adm inistration  
o f  o u r  O C A  a n d  its branches: 
P re s id e n t — M aj G en Sir 
C h ris to p h e r W elby-E verard, 
K B E ., C B ., D L . Executive 
C o m m ittee : C h a irm an  — Maj
C . H . M ack lam , M BE. 
S ecre ta ry  — C a p t A . R. Smith; 
G r im sb y  sec reta ry  — M r D. 
B ry an ; L inco ln  secretary  — Mr 
R . C h a rlto n ; G rantham  
se c re ta ry  — M r P . C . Halls; 
S p a ld in g  S ecretary  — M r A. 
W a te rfa ll.  A ddresses o f  the 
a b o v e  ca n  be o b ta in ed  from 
R H Q  at L inco ln .

T H E  T h u rro c k  b ra n c h  an n u a l 
b u ffe t dance a t C h ad w e ll S t 
M ary  on  11 A p r w as en jo y e d  
by 96 guests a n d  the ra ffle  fo r 
th e  overseas V e te ran s  ra ised  
£100.

26 b ran ch  m em b ers  visited 
the T ow er on  2 M ay w hen the 
Y eom an  W a rd e r c o n d u c te d  
th em  o n  a  to u r fo llo w ed  by  th e  
C erem ony  o f  T h e  K eys.

T he m ain  recen t even t has 
been th e  d ed ic a tio n  o f  th e  new 
b ra n ch  S ta n d a rd  in  the 
R egim ental C h a p e l, W arley  on 
1 J u n . T h e  R ev A . G . W illet 
lo o k  the service an d  th e  S ta n ­
d a r d  P a rty  con sis ted  o f  H a rry  
C o n n  (ch a irm an ), Bill B row n 
(S tan d ard  bea re r), S id  G ibb  
(d e p u ty  S ta n d a rd  b ea rer) an d  
Bill N icholson  (E sc o rt). C ap t. 
G eorge  G reen  re ad  th e  lesson.

“ 2nd Bn T h e  Essex R egi­
m en t — D D ay to  V E D a y ” . 
F if ty  o rd e rs  hav e  been  receiv­
e d , but fifty  m o re  are  needed  at 
£3 each to  m ake prin ting  
v iab le. P lease  send  y o u r o rd e r 
to  H Q  W arley o r to  H a rry  
C o n n .

Forty-six  m em b ers  o f  the

T h u rr o c k  b ra n c h  o f  th e  Essex 
R eg im en ta l A sso c ia tio n , in­
c lu d in g  C a p t C . B arn e s  M C , 
b ra n c h  p re s id e n t, a n d  M r H. 
M . C o n n , b ra n c h  c h a irm a n , 
v isited  N o rm a n d y  fo r a b a t­
tle fie ld  t o u r  f r o m  12 - 17  J u n .

F o r  m o s t  o f  th e  p a r t y  it w as 
th e  f irs t tim e  th e y  h a d  been 
b ac k  fo r  m o re  th a n  42 years 
b u t  th e y  w e re  n ev e rth e less  ab le  
to  id en tify  th e  s p o t w h e re  2 
Essex lan d e d  at G o ld  B each , 
n e a r L e H a m e l (n o w  A snelles) 
all th a t  tim e a g o .

O th e r  p laces  v is ite d  inc luded  
B ayeux , th e  firs t m a jo r  to w n  to  
be lib e ra te d  a f te r  th e  N o rm a n ­
d y  lan d in g  w h e n  ta k e n  by 56 
B de (2  G lo s te rs , 2 E ssex  a n d  2 
SW B ), th e  A b b e y  M o n d a y e , 
Essex W o o d  (V errie rs  W o o d ) 
scene o f  a  p a r tic u la r ly  savage 
a c tio n  w h e re  2 Essex  fo ugh t 
w ith  d is tin c tio n  o n  11-12 J u n  
44 , T illy  s u r  Seu lles, Buceels 
a n d  th e  R iver O m e .

W re a th s  a n d  c ro sses  w ere 
la id  a t  th e  W a r C em ete ries  at 
H e rm an v ille , Le B o nouv ille , 
F o n te n a y  Le P e sn e l, T illy  S ur 
S eulles a n d  B ayeux.

T H E  O fficers h e ld  th e ir an n u a l 
d in n er on  12 A p r  a t th e  U n iv er­
si ty A rm s H o te l , C a m b rid g e .

C o l R . A . S h e rv in g to n , 
H o n o r a ry  C o lo n e l to o k  the 
C h a ir  a n d  p ro p o se d  th e  to as t 
to  th e  R eg im en t. M aj D . S. 
D e n so n  re p lie d  o n  b e h a lf  o f  D 
C o y  a n d  o u tl in e d  th e  suc­
ce ssfu l e v e n ts  w h ich  h a v e  oc­
c u rre d  d u r in g  th e  yea r.

T h e  gu est o f  h o n o u r  was 
B rig  C . M . J .  B arn e s  th e  D iv i­
s io n a l B rig ad ie r , Q u e e n ’s D iv i­
s io n .

A p o lo g ies  fo r  ab se n ce  w ere 
received  f ro m  L t C o l E . L, V, 
M ap e y , C ol S . C . A s to n , an d  
m a n y  o th e rs  w h o  all sen t their 
best w ishes.

T h a n k s  w e re  ex p ressed  to 
C S g t H . S . T a y lo r  a n d  h is  s ta f f  
fo r h e lp in g  w ith  th e  silver and  
a ss is tin g  a t d in n e r .

T H E  R oyal T igers W eekend 
w a s held  on 21 a n d  22 Ju n e  and 
a g a in  it is p leasing  to  report 
th a t  a tte n d a n c e  was up to 
sc ra tch .

T h e  w e e k e n d  s ta r te d  w ith  
t h e  a n n u a l  m e e t in g .  73 o ld  : 
co m ra d e s  a tte n d e d  an d  the 
c h a ir  w as tak e n  by C ol T. 
H o llo w ay . A m o n g  the items 
d iscu ssed  was th e  continued 
success o f  th e  sweep on  the 
G r a n d  N a tio n a l. This year a 
p ro f i t  o f  £860 was m ade.

T h e  p re s id e n t announced 
th a t  M r F . N orw ich  and M r T.
J .  M a rs to n  M B E  had been 
m a d e  h o n o ra ry  life m em bers 
o f  th e  asso c ia tio n . M r Norwich 
h as  been a m em ber o f  the 
g en e ra l co m m itte e  since 1954 
a n d  M r M ars to n  has been s tan ­
d a r d  b ea rer fo r  21 years and 
h a d  been  v ice-chairm an o f  the 
g en e ra l c o m m itte e  fo r 15 years.

T h e  m eeting w as follow ed by 
th e  an n u a l d in n e r . 156 old 
c o m ra d e s  w ere present and 
a f te r  d in n er t h e  talk  went on 
in to  th e  sm all h o u rs . 1988 was 
a  m a jo r  to p ic  fo r  discussion.

A t th e  S u n d ay  pa rad e  service 
in  th e  R eg im en ta l C hapel we 
w e re  h o n o u re d  by  th e  Lord 
L ie u te n a n t o f  Leicestershire, 
th e  H ig h  S h e riff o f  Leicester­
sh ire , th e  L o rd  M ayor o f 
L e ic este r, th e  chairm an o f 
L eicestersh ire  C o u n ty  Council 
a n d  th e  C h ie f C onstab le o f 
L eicestersh ire  C onstabu lary .

A f te r  the serv ice th e  Lord 
L ieu ten a n t to o k  th e  salute at 
th e  m arc h  past o f  the o ld  com ­
ra d e s . T h ere  w a s a  very good 
a tte n d a n c e  fo r  this parade, 
w h ich  fo r tu n a te ly  took  place in 
d ry  w eather.

T h e  final even t was a drinks 
p a r ty  a t  U lverscroft Road. 
O v e r 200 o ld  com rades and 
th e ir  guests w ere present.

It w as a sp lend id  weekend 
a n d  it w as so  good to  see so 
m a n y  T igers p resen t. F o r 1988 
we in te n d  to  h av e  an enhanced 
R oyal T igers W eekend and 
p la n s  hav e  a lre ad y  been drawn 
u p  by  th e  “ 1688 C om m ittee” , 
c h a ire d  by M aj Bill Brogan.

T H E  Suffo lk  R egim ent O C A  is 
having a busy  1986. V arious 
events preview ed in the last 
issue o f  C astle  have taken  place 
an d  m ore are  p lanned .

Before th is issue is published 
we shall have h ad  th e  O C A ’s 
annua l m eeting  on  14 Ju n  and 
m any o f  us will have attended  
th e  C am bridgeshire Regi­
m en t’s an n u a l service in Ely 
C athedral th e  follow ing day. 
Ind ica tions are  th a t bo th  these 
occasions will be well- 
a ttended .

Bury b ra n ch  held th e ir a n ­
nual d in n er a t th e  T A  C entre , 
Blenheim  C am p , Bury S t. E d­
m unds, on  19 A pr. It was well 
attended  an d  th e  com m ittee 
had  w orked  h a rd  to  produce a 
m em orable evening.

O u r new est b ra n ch , at 
Hemel H em pstead , now  boasts 
m ore th an  50 m em bers w ith Lt 
Col P at H o p p e r as president

a n d  M ike L u n n  as vice- 
p residen t. S ecre tary  M ichael 
G ilb e rt, re p o rts  a successful 
jo in t  d a n c e /b u ffe t  w ith Bury 
b ra n ch  on  26 A pr. T heir new 
S ta n d ard  will be ded ica ted  at 
th e  D ru m h ead  Service a t the 
M inden  R eun ion  a t  B ury St. 
E dm unds on  3 A ug.

F or th is  y e a r’s  M inden  R eu­
n io n  we a re  h op ing  fo r be tter 
w eather th a n  last year: b u t, 
w hatever th e  w eath er, M aj 
T o m m y  W a rre n  an d  his reu ­
n io n  sub-com m ittee  have a r­
ranged  a  fu ll p ro g ram m e and 
we look  fo rw ard  to  en joy ing  it

with a  re co rd  n u m b er o f  fellow 
m em bers o f  th e  S u ffo lk  Regi­
m en t, th e  E ast A nglian  Regi­
m ent a n d  th e  R oyal A nglian  
R egim ent w ith  th e ir fam ilies 
a n d  friends.

I t p rom ises  to  be a day  to  
rem em ber, beginning  w ith th e  
D ru m h e ad  Service a t 1115 
ho u rs  a n d  th e  d ed ica tio n  o f  
S ta n d ard s  an d  fin ish ing  w ith 
B eating R etrea t by th e  B and 
an d  D ru m s o f  5th (V) Bn T h e  
R oyal A ng lian  R egim ent at 
1730 h o u rs . T h e  S u ffo lk  
M ilitary  B and will also  p e r­
fo rm  d u rin g  th e  day .

T H E  H itch in  b ranch , although 
small in com parison  w ith o ther 
branches, con tinues to  be ac­
tive. In ad d itio n  to  organising 
o u r own events, we attend  
those o f  o th e r associations 
when possible.

In A pril we held a successful 
supper dance and  we were 
sorry  tha t o u r  friends from  
B edford w ere unable to  be with 
us.

Events a tten d e d  were the a n ­
nual d inners o f  the B urm a S tar 
A ssociation a n d  o f  the Royal 
T anks. M ore  recently  a  small 
p arty  a tten d e d  the W are 
branch  an n u a l d in n er at which 
we were pleased to  see Jim m y 
C rane.

BEDFORDSHIRE & 
HERTFORDSHIRE

It was w ith  som e satisfac tion  
th a t the a p p lica tio n  o f  one o f  
o u r  m em bers, M r G eorge H o p ­
per and  h is w ife, fo r  th e  hom e 
a t O akley p roved  successful 
a n d  we wish bo th  G eorge and 
his wife m an y  years o f  h ap ­
piness. T h is , o f  course , has 
m eant th a t  G eorge has now  left 
us to  jo in  B edfo rd  b ra n ch , but 
we have o n e  new  m em ber, M r 
R . A lb o n e, w ho served in the

1st B atta lion  B edfo rdsh ire  and  
H e rtfo rd sh ire  R egim ent.

O ur next su p p er d an c e  will 
be on 11 A p r 87 a t Ick lefo rd  
village hall. In Ju ly  a n u m b er 
o f  m em bers an d  wives jo in e d  
the R oyal T an k s fo r a visit to  
B ovington on  their O pen  D ay, 
and  we are  p lann ing  a fam ily 
day o u tin g  to  W in d so r in 
S eptem ber.

M aj David Jamieson VC views the  VCs exh ib ition  w ith  M rs G illian  Shephard, chairm an of 
Norfo lk 's Joint M useum s Com m ittee.

T H E  R oyal N orfolk 
R egim ent’s sole surviving 
h older o f  th e  V ictoria  Cross 
launched  a  cam paign  to  boost 
his old reg im en t’s heritage ap ­
peal at the N orw ich Castle 
M useum  on  5 M ar 86.

M aj D avid Jam ieson , who 
w on the VC with the Royal 
N orfo lks 42 years ago , is 
spearheading th e  push to  raise 
£150,000 to  pay fo r the 
regim ental m useum
collection’s  m ove to  a  new 
hom e in N orw ich’s Shirehall.

T he latest b id  to  win greater 
public su p p o rt took  him  back 
to  the ac tion  fo r which he was 
aw arded th e  n a tio n ’s highest 
m ilitary h o n o u r. For a special 
display, unveiled in the Castle 
M useum  by M rs Gillian 
S hephard , cha irm an  o f  the 
c o u n ty ’s jo in t  m u se u m s  c o m ­
m itte e .  f e a tu re d  th e  R oyal 
N orfo lk  R eg im en t’s tw o N o r­
m andy VCs — C pl Sidney 
“ B asher”  B ates and  M aj 
Jam ieson .

Cpl Bates w on th e  ho n o u r

p o s thum ously  a f te r ha lting  a 
G erm an  a tta c k  o n  th e  1st 
R oyal N o rfo lk s  near 
S ourdeval. M aj Jam ieson  was 
d ecora ted  fo r  his courage  at 
G rim bosq  w hen the 7th Royal 
N orfo lks b ea t o f f  a  series o f 
heavy c o u n te r-a ttac k s .

Recalling th e  ac tio n  in which 
he was tw ice w ou n d ed , he said: 
“ I t ’s a all a  bit b lu rred  now . 
But at th e  tim e I certainly 
w ould  never have expected  to 
be a ro u n d  to d ay  to  d o  th is sort 
o f  th in g .”
- i t  w as  a  feeling s h a r e d  by 

tw o  R oyal N o rfo lk  veterans, 
M r S tan  W isem an  o f  
H e llesdon , a n d  M r Ken 
M ason , o f  S p ro w sto n , who

w ere inv ited  to  th e  unveiling 
cerem ony.

M r M aso n  was in th e  sam e 
com pany  as C pl B ates on  th e  
A ugust d ay  h e  w on th e  V C . “ It 
was te rr ib le ,”  he sa id , “ th e  
G erm ans caugh t us o n  the h o p , 
an d  I d id n ’t expect to  get o u t 
o f  it ”

S teady  progress is being 
m ade to w ard s  achieving the 
H eritage A ppeal ta rg e t an d  at 
p resent, ab o u t £76,000 has 
been ra ised .

A p a r ty  f ro m  th e  D V  C lu b  
o f  T h e  R o y a l  N o r f o lk  R e g i­
m ent m ad e  a p ilgrim age to  
N o rm an d y  o n  th e  42nd a n ­
niversary  o f  th e  N orm andy  
L anding .
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Sport on camera
Poachers' victory in UKLF Novices

A bove: The w inn ing  team  
in th e  UKLF N ovice Boxing. 

* * * * *

Left: LCpl Spolton shows his 
d e lig h t a t w inning.

* * * * *

Right: Pte B aker in action  
aga in s t 2 Cldsm Gds.

* * * * *

B elow  right: The m om ent of 
victory.

Below: Pte A uckland  b a t­
tles in th e  fina l bout.
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Sport on cam era

Potential
officers
support
cricket
W IT H  o u r  th ree  R egu lar b a t­
ta lio n s o u t o f  E n g lan d  fo r the  
c ricket season , w e have  been  m ost 
g ra te fu l to  all the  p o ten tia l o fficers  
w ho have  ach ieved  such c red itab le  
resu lts  w ith  bat a n d  b a ll. T h is  su p ­
port has been  in v a luab le  a n d  we 
ho p e  tha t they  h a v e  en jo y e d  th e  
c ricket a n d  th e  co m p an y .

T he R egim ent h av e  so  fa r  played  
th ree  m atches w ith  six  m atches re ­
m ain ing .

V B ancro fts  — m a tc h  d raw n .
R A R C C  128 — L t C o l M ike

G oldschm idt 42 , M aj B rian 
D avenport 24, C a p t T im  P age 24.

B ancro fts 102 fo r  8 — G rah am  
Bird 5 fo r  17 in 7 overs , M aj B rian  
D avenport 2 fo r 29  in  8 overs , C o l 
T o n y  C o lder 1 fo r  13 in  8 overs.

V H arro w  — m a tch  w on .
H A R R O W  148 fo r  7 dec -  Ben

C o o p e r 2 for 23 in  8 overs , M ark 
G allo p  2 fo r 54 in  15 o v e rs , M aj 
G en S ir D avid T h o rn e  4  fo r  18 in 9 
overs.

R A R C C  149 fo r  9  — M ike 
S cragg  52, T im  P ag e  31, A ndy 
F o s te r 19.

V H a iley b u ry  — m a tch  d raw n .
R A R C C  180 fo r  7 dec — M aj

G u y  H ip k in  62, G ra h a m  B ird 60.
H A IL E Y B U R Y  123 fo r  8 — 

W OI H ard in g  3 fo r  32 in 9  overs , 
A n th o n y  H aynes 2 fo r  16 in  9 
o v ers , A lex Snow  2 fo r  42 in 9 
o v ers , L an ce  G e rra rd -W rig h t 1 for 
27 in  10 overs.

O n  22  J u n  th e  R egim ent w on 
ag a in s t E dw ard  E v an s L o m b es  XI 
a t M arlin g fo rd  o n  a m ag n ificen t 
d a y  in a lovely  s e ttin g , su p p o rte d  
by th e  P o ach e rs  B an d .

R A R C C  sco red  160 — 8 (L t C ol 
Ju lian  B row ne 53). E E L s w ere o u t 
for 159 (C o l T o n y  C a ld e r  2 fo r  41, 
W O I H ard in g  4 fo r  45 an d  
R ichard  J e ffe rso n  3 fo r 20).

Above CSgt J .  W. Lawton 
receiving the veteran award 
following the Berlin Cross 
Country Cham pionships. SSgt 
Lawton, who is serving with 
29 Sigs Regt, w as captain of 
the 29 Sigs Regt minor units 
team.

* * * * *

Left: V ik ings team  are Nor­
thern Ire land M ajor Unit 
orienteering champions. 

* * * * *

Below: Cpl Martin of the 
Vikings competing in the NI 
orienteering champions.

Lt Fa irc lough  of the Vik ings w ith the ba ll during a seven-a-side rugby competition.

20



Regimental golf meeting
T H E  Regim ental G o lfing  A ssocia­
tion  held its annual m eeting o n  13 
Ju n  a t F lem pton G o lf  C lub .

F riday  th e  13th was far from  
being “ unlucky fo r  som e” . The 
w eather, qu ite  unusually  fo r  us, 
was b rillian t, no t a  cloud in  the 
sky, n o  w ind and  together w ith a  
superb  course m ade the c ond itions 
perfect.

T w enty-nine m em bers com peted  
and  th e  trophies were won by: 
Isham  Salver (scratch) M ai Jo h n

P erry  g ro ss  79 , ru n n e r  u p  C p l 
W oods. P o m p a d o u rs  C u p  ( h a n ­
d icap ) C p l Row e n e t  65 . ru n n e r  u p  
C pl W o o d s  on c o u n tb a c k .  S u f fo lk  
C u p  (S tab le fo rd ) C p l W o o d s , r u n ­
ner up  C p l R o w e. P o n s o n b y  C u p  
(F o u rso m e  S ta b le fo rd )  C o l P e te r  
Badger a n d  Lt C o l Jo h n  M a rr io t t  
43 p o in ts . The V ik in g s  w o n  th e  I n ­
te r  B a tta lio n  T ro p h y .

The R eg im en t w as re p re se n te d  
a t  the Q u e e n ’s D iv is io n  T ria n g u la r

M a tch  p lay ed  a t  th e  Jo h n  O ’G aunt 
G o lf  C lu b , S u tto n  P a rk  on  20 June 
by  L t C o l H . H . M oore  (cap ta in ) 
M a j R . J e n n s, M aj F. J .  P e rry , 
M a j A . G . B. C o b b o ld , C ap t D. 
D av id so n , W O I G . H alew ood , M r 
F ran k  M atth ew s a n d  M r Bill 
T h o m p so n .

T h e  R oyal R eg im en t o f  F usiliers 
w o n . T h e  R oyal A n g lian  Regim ent 
w ere ru n n e rs  u p  w ith  th e  Q u e e n ’s 
th ird .

V ik in g s ’ B Coy won the  b a tta lio n  b a s k e tb a ll com petition.

Above: The V ik ings ' team  
fo r th e  N orthern  Ire land  
6-a -s id e  foo tball com petition  
a t Ballykinder.

Right: The successful V ik ­
ings' team  —  Cpl Row e and  
th e  Pom padour Cup, CSM  
Shrubsall, LCpl Pye and the In ­
te r  Battalion trophy. Lt 
Tilbrook, Cpl W oods and the  
Suffolk Cup and CSgt
M cA nally .
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Pompadours run 
well for Infantry

L IF E  has been fairly  quiet with 
such in te rru p tio n s a s  Sennelager, 
So ltau  and  block leave. However, 
it has n o t been w ithout its high 
(and , u n fo rtu n a te ly , low) po ints.

Follow ing th e  success o f  the 
P o m p ad o u rs  cross coun try  team  
C Sgt. Tw ell, L C pls M aynard  and  
Ryan an d  Ptes Reid and  W atson 
were all selected to  run  fo r the in ­
fan try  team  in the BAOR Inter- 
C orps C ross C o u n try  at V erden on 
12 M ar. A ll p erfo rm ed  credibly 
and  helped the in fan try  to  second 
place beh ind  the R Signals. (It was 
generally  felt tha t if  a full strength 
P o m p a d o u r team  h ad  been 
availab le  it w ould have done very 
well on  its ow n).

T he  hockey  team  finished 
second in th e  4 A rm d  Div league 
w ith a 100%  record  b u t was unsuc­
cessful in  th e  In fan try  cup , p ro ­
ducing  p ro b ab ly  its w orst p e rfo r­
m ance o f  th e  last tw o  years losing 
5-2 to  1 R Irish. H opefu lly , the 
gym  shou ld  soon  be prepared  for 
in d o o r hockey  w hich will be o f  a 
great benefit to th e  team  during  the 
w inter m on ths.

T h e  ru g b y  team  w ent dow n

bravely  to  th e  D evon an d  D orsets 
in the  In fa n try  C u p  q u a r te r  final 
with a  very inexperienced  team . 
They h av e  p len ty  o f  keen young  
players ava ilab le  fo r  next year.

T he n u m b er o f  squash  players 
increases alm ost m o n th ly  and  the 
team  h as  stren g th en ed  recently  
with th e  a rriva ls  o f  M aj S eym our 
Blyth an d  2L t L uke  C raw ley . W ith  
a  little  m o re  experience they  m ay  
well have  a  goo d  season  next year.

A  C o y  w on th e  in te r-co m p an y  
sw im m ing com p e titio n , a lth o u g h  it 
was sw um  indiv idually  by  c o m ­
panies w ith  p o in ts  being scored  fo r 
speed. T h e  sw im m ing team  looks 
strong  again  an d  a re  hopefu l o f  re­
ta in ing  th e  4  A rm d  Div C h a m p io n ­
ships desp ite  the fact th a t th ere  is 
little o p p o rtu n ity  to  tra in  on  th e  
prairie .

U n fo rtu n a te ly . B A TU S p revents 
the b a tta lio n  pa rtic ip a tin g  in 
a th letics on  any  scale, how ever, 
m ost o f  th e  bud d in g  C oes sh o u ld  
be ab le  to  stre tch  th e ir  legs in th e  
garriso n  com p e titio n  o r w ith E in- 
trach t M in d en , th e  local G erm an  
club.

A bove: The Pompadours
cross-country team  which  
won the  In fantry cham pion­
ships. Five of the  team  w ent 
on to run for the Infantry at 
Verden.

Right CSgt Tw ell, LCpls 
M aynard and Ryan a fter ‘ he 
Infantry cross-country cham ­
pionships.

7th Bn win EDIST golf

M a lle tt  and W 0 2  G eo ff Peck, 
ju s t  en ough  p layers to  e n te r a team  
fo r  the first tim e. A ll h ad  an e n ­
jo y ab le  d ay  w hich was nicely 
rou n d ed  o f f  w hen we realised we

had  w on th e  ra th e r  sp lend id  team  
tro p h y . W 0 2  Peck  also  m anaged  
second place in th e  h igh  h an d icap
div ision .

ON  T H E  23 A pr E astern  D istrict 
held its  sp ring  g o lf m eeting a t Bury 
St. E d m u n d s. T he w eather held 
fair and  th e  b a tta lion  m ustered
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EDIST champions, from  le ft, Sgt Tom W ightm an. W O I (RSM) G ordon H alew o o d , Capt Clive


